ir-rahal tal-Mlosta fl-ewwel
snin tas-seklu sbatax

minn Rachel Bellia B.Ed. (Hons)

Wara [-Assedju 1-Kbir. il-popolazzjoni ta” Malta
dehret i kienet gieghda tizdied billi twaqqfu parrocci
godda, bhal perezempju ta” Porto Salvo fil-Belt
Valletta (1571), u I-parrocci ta’ 1-Isla, Bormla, San
Pawl il-Belt — mwagqqfa f1-1581, 1584 u 1585 rispet-
tivament. L-ewwel nofs is-seklu sbatax ra ukoll it-
twaqqif (2" parrocci ohra, wahda minnhom tal-Mosta
(1608) u Hal Gharghur (1610). L-isetss gara
{"Ghawdex. Ghalhekk fi tmiem is-seklu sbatax "Malta
kien hemm disgha u ghoxrin parrocc¢a u tmienja
f"Ghawdex.

ld-data tas-16 ta Settembru, 1608 kienet wahda
importanti ghan-nies tar-rahal tal-Mosta, ghax wara li
I-Isqof Tumas Gargallo zar ir-rahal iddeéieda Ii [-

Complete Original & After Sales Radiators for Japanese,
European, American Cars etc.

Heavy Plant, Earth Moving Equipment, Commercial,
Industrial Vehicle Radiators & Cores. Also solder dipped.
Radiator Spares such as: Iron, Aluminium, Brass, Plastic
Radiator Tanks - Sides etc.

Aluminium, Stainless Steel & Titanium, Oil Coolers.
After Coolers, Inter Coolers & Water Radiators for Plant,
Compressors, Special Vehicles & Processes.

Heater Batteries, Heat Recovery Units, Dryers & Heat
Exchangers.

Stainless Steel Shell & Tube Units.

Serck Speed Qil Cooler Kits and Components.
Air-conditioning Kits and Components.

Some of the Services we offer:

Re-core Services — Aluminium Radiators ? Air-conditioning
Condensers repairs.

Electrolyses Track down Equipment.

Blown Head Gaskets and Cracked Blocks Track down
Equipment.

Infrared Temperature Reading Equipment, etc.

Repairs on Site (when possible).

Now available a ‘State of The Art’ machine capable to flush
the Engine Cooling System through out.

MORRI S The one stop place for all

LUBRICANTS '

Mosta ssir parrocca. Carmel Calleja jikkwota minn
dokument bid-data tas-16 ta’ Settembru, 1608,
Dismembratio Casalis Musta Diocesis Melivetane,
jaghti r-ragunijiet ghaliex il-Mosta saret parrocca:

(i) il-kappillan tan-Naxxar ma kienx kapaci jlahhag
mal-amministrazzjoni tas-sagramenti " dan ir-rahal,

(ii)l-irhula kienu mbeghdin minn xulxin bizzejjed li
n-nies ma setghux jikkomunikaw ma’ xulxin, u ghax
ukoll minhabba I-istat hazin tat-toroq,

(ii1) il-popolazzjoni tal-Mosta bagghet kull ma jmur
tizdied u 1-1608 kienet ga lahget mija u tmenin famil-
ja b’disa’ mitt ruh. Prova li I-popolazzjoni kienet
zdiedet hu I-fatt li I-Ordni ta’ San Gwann kienet tat
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Ir-rahal tal-VMlosta
fl-ewwel snin
tas-seklu sbatax
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artijiet lil dawk in-nies li xtaqu jibnu dar ("dan ir-
rahal. Grace Said tghid fit-tezi taghha tal-B.A.
(Hons) Daily Lite in the Village of Mosta. 1600-
165011 aktarx li billi I-Mosta kienet ghadha kemm
saret parrocca halna mizzewgin friski thajri jigu
jogoghdu ghal kollox fil-Mosta, u ghax ukoll ir-
rahal seta joffri protezzjoni ta’ difiza minhabba I-
qaghda vantaggjuza tieghu qrib is-swar ta’ I-
Imdina. Barra minn hekk, ir-rahal kien imdawwar
b’hafna art agrikola u access ghall-irhula tal-qrib
fejn kienu jahdmu I-Mostin, li kellhom in-negozju
u f’kaz ta’ bzonn imorru [-grati.

Fl-ewwel ghaxar snin tas-seklu sbatax bdiet
tinbena I-knisja parrokkjali tal-Mosta, fuq disinn
ta’ [-arkitett Tumas Dingli. Tlestiet f1-1614. Hafna
mir-residenti  Mostin ikontribixxew b’ mod
generuz ghall-bini tat-tempju I-gdid.

Ma jidhirx li graw avvenimenti li harbtu I-hajja
tar-rahal matul is-seklu sbatax. Barra mill-karesti-
ji tal-1591 u 1-1636, u I-pesta tal-1592-3, ma

Id-dfin tal-mejtin fic-cimiterji li nfethu apposta fi zmien
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Your
Elegance Blended With"
% Our Imagination

; d Video photography for Weddings and other eventSr
ngjtal mampulatlon and restoration of old and damaged photos.
~ 1Hr photos, Enlargments on canvas(tila), albums, silver plated :
~  frames & cameras. Photo sessions studio & outdoor.
4 'FREE WEDDING ALBUM UPON BOOKING YOUR WEDDING

ON THE REMAINING OPEN DATES OF 2001.
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Ir-rahal tal-Mosta fI-ewWeI snin tas-seklu shatax

A minn pagna 24
nholqux cirkustanzi ohra difficli. Fil-fatt lanqgas il-
pesta ma jidher li affettwat il-Mosta dagshekk bil-kbir.
Aktarx li fil-Mosta ma kienx hemm tabib jew barbier-
kirurgu, u ghall-ghajnuna medika I-Mostin kienu jid-
dependu minn irhula ohra, bhan-Naxxar. Mastru
Andrea Schembri tabib Naxxari kien ta” spiss jigi mse-
jjah mill-irthula tal-qrib meta jingala® l-mard. Fil-
Mosta, Katarina Maiordina armla ta’ sittin sena bil-
lagam ta’ ‘It-Tirda’, kienet maghrufa u ferm popolari
biex tfejjaq, u meta I-kura medika ma kinetx thalli
effett in-nies kienu jmorru jitolbu I-ghajnuna taghha.
Spiccat mixlija mill-Inkwizizzjoni ghall-hidma taghha
ta’ fejgan.

Bejn I-1612 u I-1650 gew iccelebrati fil-Mosta 314-
il zwieg. Kien hemm fosthom dawk imsejha bhala ‘t-
tieni zwieg’ ta’ dawk romol, jew ta’ dawk li zzewgu
ghat-tieni darba. Il-bicca I-kbira kienu bejn zghazagh
tar-rahal, izda zghazagh Mostin kienu wkoll jizzewgu
barra mir-rahal. Nafu li minn total ta’ 204 zwegijiet li
saru bejn 1-1630-50, 83 kellhom zghazagh jghixu barra
mil-Mosta. 24 nisa Mostin zzewgu rgiel min-Naxxar,
ghoxrin hadu rgiel mir-Rabat. Dawn iz-zewg irhula
kienu ferm popolari man-nisa Mostin, aktarx ghax I-
irhula kienu vicin il-Mosta.

L-irgiel ukoll urew il-hajra jizzewgu nisa barra mir-

rahal, specjalment minn Hal-Lija, Siggiewi u
Ghawdex. Kien hemm kazijiet fejn koppji ma thallewx
Jizzewgu ghax kienu jigu minn xulxin, jew ghax xi
hadd minnhom kellu relazzjoni sesswali ma’ graba ta’
I-gharus/a. Bejn 1-1750 u 1-1800, 18-il zwieg ma sarx
ghax I-gharajjes kienu jigu minn xulxin, 5 ohra
minhabba relazzjonijiet sesswali mal-qraba ta’ |-
gharus/a. Barra minn hekk, billi hafna kienu jmutu
qasir il-ghomor, it-tieni zwieg kien komuni. Id-doku-
menti taz-zwigijiet fil-Mosta juri li n-nisa, bejn wiehed
u iehor, kienu jizzewgu ta’ erbgha u ghoxrin sena.
Jissemmew zewg kazi li graw fl1-1647 u 1-1650 meta
zewg ibniet izzewgu ta’ 14-il sena. L-etd ta’ l-irgiel
kienet ta” madwar 29 sena.

Bejn 1-1612-29, fil-Mosta gew mghamdin 617-il tar-
bija, medja ta’ 37.28 fis-sena. L-aktar numru ta’
maghmudijet sar fis-sena 1630, total ta’ 49, u l-anqas f1-
1640 b’31. Hu kkalkulat li fl-ewwel nofs tas-seklu
sbatax il-familji kellhom tmien persuni. Kien hemm,
izda familji b’tifel wiehed, ohrajn b’sebgha, tmienja,
disgha u aktar ukoll. Minhabba nuqqas ta’ medicina
hatna trabi kienu jmutu. Dawk it-trabi ¢certifikati i
twieldu mejta, ma kenux jitnizzlu fil-kotba tat-twelid u
ta’ l-imwiet. Fl-ewwel hamsin sena tas-seklu sbatax
zewgt it-trabi biss gew abbandunati. Hallewhom qrib il-
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knisja parrokjali, difTicli
tghid kenux leggittimi jew
illegittimi. Li kienu legitti-
mi, il-genituri taghhom
abbandunawhom
minhabba I-fagar u I-livell
baxx (a" [-ghajxien.

Bejn 1-1613 u 1-1629 fil-
Mosta mietu 41 ruh, medja
ta’ 8.3 imwiet fis-sena. Fl-
1628 mietu 16, waqt I {1-
1618 u 1-1621 persuna
wahda hi rregistrata bhala
mejta.  Bejn  1-1630-50
mietu 250. Kienet drawwa
11 d-dfin isir fil-knisja. 1zda
s-sinodu  lokali  1-1703
iprojbixxa din l-uzanza. L-
ewwel cimiterji "Malta
jmorru  lura  ghas-sena
1529, saru fil-kampanja
ghall-vittmi tal-pesta. Hekk inbena i¢-cimiterju ta’ Santa
Margerita, b’dak I-iskop.

[l-bi¢cca I-kbira tal-Mostin kienu jaqilghu I-ghaxjien
taghhom mix-xoghol tal-biedja. Parti zghira kienu
sajjieda, bil-hwienet, impjegati mal-gvern u nies tas-
sengha. ll-bdiewa kienu jahdmu u jrabbu I-bhejjem. Il-
membri tal-familja kollha kienu jahdmu fl-ghelieqi grib
ir-razzett taghhom. L-irgiel, in-nisa taghhom u l-ulied
il-kbar kienu jaghmlu x-xoghol iebes, iz-zghar jiehdu
hsieb il-bhejjem. Min ma kellux l-art tieghu, kienu
jaghmlu xoghol ghal haddiehor fil-gonna jew fl-
gheliegi. Barra minn hekk, uhud kienu jahdmu wkoll
bhala bennejja, fil-hwienet, haddiema tas-sengha u
m’humiex. In-nies tal-Mosta kienu jingalghu hafna
bhala bennejja. Fil-fatt il-knejjes ta> Wejda (1610), t
San Anton Abbati (1657), ta” San Silvestru (1657) u tal-
Kuncissjoni (1658) kollha regghu gew mibnija mill-
Mostin. Id—djar u I-godda li telghu ghax il-popolazzjoni
bdiet tizdied inbnew ukoll mill-Mostin. Uhud kienu jfit-

Kif kien isir it-tqarbin tal-morda matul l-epidemija tal-pesta

txu xoghol barra r-rahal. Uhud kienu mpjegati til-pira-
terija, mar-rigment u x-xwieni ta’ 1-Ordni u fil-militar.

Bejn 1-1630-50 l-aktar isem komuni kemm ghas-
subien kif ukoll ghall-bniet kienu Domenico, 75
wiehed, Maria (Marietta u Mariettina) b’84. Ismijiet
komuni ghas-subien u I-bniet kienu Gio Maria,
Caterina u Domenica. L-aktar kunjomijiet komuni fid-
dokumenti huma Galia (144) u Fenech (106). Ohrajn
komuni kienu Sammut, Borg, Sceberras, Portelli,
Agius, Vassallo, Busuttil, Camilleri, Abela u ohrajn.
Uhud mill-kunjomijiet bhal Sant u German jidhru fid-
dokumenti tan-Naxxar tal-1546-1600, mhux ta’ nies li
jogoghdu fil-Mosta. Dan jista® jfisser li dawk li kon-
jomhom jidhru fid-dokument tal-Mosta wara 1-1650
kienu gabel jogoghdu n-Naxxar jew 1-Gharghur.

II-popolazzjoni tal-Mosta bdiet tizdied mill-1608.
Jidher li I-Mostin kienu nies kwieti, devoti, rart qanqglu
inkwiet u offizi kriminali.

(silta: Naxxar 1550-1650 -— A Demographic Study) @
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