Victoria Stamps and Postmarks of Bristol

by R.A. Rostron
(A talk cum display given to the Malta Philatelic Society members on 7%
December 2011)

Prepared for printing by John A. Cardona

Introduction

Using Bristol as a ‘vehicle’ I will attempt to demonstrate the growing Postal
Phenomenon that took place soon after the introduction of the adhesive postage
stamp in 1840. Why Bristol? Well I lived there as a schoolboy. Its location as
a port in the west of England meant much mail was generated there and passed
through it. Bristol’s coat of arms is shown in Fig 1.

BRrIsTOL.

Figure 1

19



Having spent a lifetime collecting stamps, I concluded that I had enough material
to form a collection. Based on information derived from eminent authors such as
Brummel, Cohen, Parmenter, Trail and Holland, Wilcocks and Sedgwick and Dr.
Whitney.

The material is arranged in approximate date order, identifying the main different
types of postmarks. Examples of the designs are shown alongside the item, for
clarity.

Victorian stamps and their associated Bristol postmarks

The first cancellation to be used became known as the Maltese Cross, due to its
shape. An 1842 example is shown on cover Fig. 2. The condition leaves something
to be desired but my priority has been to show examples of the relevant types.
During the 1840’s most towns in Britain were issued with town postal identification
numbers. For Bristol this was ‘134 and was incorporated into the ‘1844 — Type’
barred cancel. It was used as an obliterator, one per stamp. Dates of postage were
added separately.

The Maltese Cross postmark of Bristol

L 2 il o)

An 1842 cdver-sent from Brystol with a Maltese Cposs cancel.

On reverse - bs a2 "BRISTOL RY, POST" mark and a Stroud feceiver,

‘as shown. below.

Figure 2
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The first design issued in 1844, known as ‘1844 Type A’ had 4 bars top and
bottom and the ‘3’ in 134 was round topped — Fig. 3. The strange thing about my
example on 2d blue is that only 3 bars can be seen. The cover is dated 1845 whereas
this type is only known from 1851.

THE "134" BARRED NUMERAL

134 BRISTOL

—==... 1844A Type A has a round topped three. This is the Ist.type
. First sent from the GPO in APRIB4&. of barred numeral.
13 4)) Recorded in use from 1MAY1844 to 4AUG1858,

_

According to publish
———— . -ed data, there
T —

1d be 4 bérs.

This nas only
3. 1t haé the
round-topped

3 in m13gm
but is‘only
recorded in
use Frbm the
136h.Aug. 18517,

Howeyer, this letter is dated 3rd.Dec,1845,(BRISTOL PY. POST)

Hence worthy of further investigation. On the fronrc-there is also

a large M"N.25", believed to be a Receiving House number.

Figure 3
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Fig. 4 shows normal Type A 4 barred cancels but it is noted that one has the
7mm high 134, the other is 5%4mm high.

1844-Type A Barred Humeral

This is clearly the & barred cancel with a round~topped 3.

It is applied to a 3 marginned 1d. red imperforarte, believed to

be Plate 7 whhe. lettern YA, 3 o Wales 1in

The "134" is
7'mm.high.

This mourning cover bears a similar cancel on a 4 marginned 1d. red
high.

but it is to be noted that.the "134%" is only 5imm

Figure 4
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Fig. 5 shows the flat topped ‘3’ in 134 and is known as ‘Type B’.

==l eterea in the Proot Booke.
«134‘ Rgcorded in use from 23NOVI844 to 1ODEC1849.
‘\hlis front is c;osrmarked 28 JU 1845, BRISTOL PY. POST.
This lines up with the above daraLexc‘pt that there
appears to. only be 3 bars top & bottom. as bLhe postmark
1s somewhat: blurred, 1 .could be wrong}
the front shows a "Portishead" undated double, arc
Circle (dénatx,ng eveen‘inf;'posl.ag’e) trans:t marck.
On the r‘evér‘sé is the BRISTOL PY. POST & a Weston-Super-Mare
. oreceiver. Portishead is situated ab the mouth of the River
Figlll’€5 -Avon which; leads. ml:oy the Bristol. Channel.

Fig. 6 shows the first 3 bar cancel, known as “3 HOS”. It is first recorded in
use from 13 Aug 1851, but my first example is dated 6 Aug 1851.

~
o
(6%
S
=

l

)

3HOS First sent.from the GPO on 24AUGI850.

Recorded in use from 13AUG1851 to 25JUN1908. = & nice example of

the 3 bar cancel.

Of special:
interest . is
_fhe’‘backstanmp
It is dated
‘6tn.Au.1851.
‘This 1s one
week ‘earlier
than recorded

lsee gbove)

Figure 6
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In 1853/4 various designs of experimental Duplex cancels were tried,
incorporating the date of postage with the town number, thus speeding up the

process, needing one application instead of two. By this time the sheets of stamps
were perforated.

Fig. 7 shows the ‘Spoon’ cancel, so named due to its shape. The two different
examples differ in the shape of ‘1’ and the size of “134°.

THE BRISTOL "SPOON"

SPOON First sent from the GPO on 17FEB1854.
Recorded in use from 17MARI8S4 to 7SEP1857.
Codes seen ABCDEF Finv H I JK L M none.

The difference
between the postmarks

on these 2 items is

{ .17 .~ :he shape of"1"& size of"134"
<A N R

%‘\S Ez\ ——

< sttt
654 (1134))

_LSTo

o £ P
St ST AR L7 134))
«ﬁﬁ‘x/ . "

The 17FEB1854 issue is Willcocks and Sedgewick's

Type A. Another spoon was sent on 17APR1854 which
is Willcocks and Sedgewick's Type B:

Figure 7
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Fig. 8 shows the Sideways Duplex first tried in 1855. The examples differ in the
size of ‘Bristol’ and ‘134°. Two of the items bear 1d ‘reds’ on transitional paper.

SDWYS Traill and Holland type II EER
First sent from the GPO on 1JAN1855.
. - Recorded in use from 9JANI855 to 14NOVIB57.
{ THE BRISTOL SIDEWAYS DUPLEX Codes seen ADEHI JK L O,

- =
Oow <H
5 §89))|lo|l

s =

Small “BRISTOL",
Large "134"

. %ﬁ‘ I
.
.

1134)
280CT1856

i

L ,

s - Large "BRISTOLY,
Todary thgan.

.

f«%‘:ﬂ ,mgg . . ) )

o

1d. red Plate 41 Transitional Paper, MY27/1857

1d.red Transitional
pdper, JU 3 /1857
plate 62.

Figure §
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First entered in the Proof Books on 10JUL1857.
Recorded in use from 31MAY1I857 to 10NOV1S864.

Codes seen ABCDEFGHIJKLMNTCL 4.

G
L
0

5 - 3
.
.

-

Fig. 9 shows smaller des
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Fig. 10 shows examples of the sideways ‘Bristol’ with ‘134’ normal way round.

; Traill and Holland type VIII.

First sent from the GPO on 170CTIB57.

Recorded in use from 240CT1857 to 7FEBIB6S.
Codes seen ABCDEFGHIJKLMNSTSS,

e 5250)(133)
-3ol134

My Examples dobe bekween
1859 & 1863

Figure 10

Fig. 11 shows examples of the standard 3 bar Duplex.

3CD First sent from the GPO on 23JUN1859. . S
Recorded in use from 28DEC1859 to 15NOV1866. M
Codes seen FX LM N O P S T none.

- Lwnp Mj’\!—x

AU 2% 1862 Wi CopE

REDLAND  TRAWNSHT B
CL)FTeN RECEWER.
on REVERSE OF CoveR

Ju o 1863 8 come

P By QECEWNER,
o REMERIL

\“é\» . %\3 o
zéwnggm - ‘ia\

Sl

Figure 11
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Fig. 12 shows an example of the standard 4 bar Duplex.

Codes seen DFKLMNOST?7Z.

£
- f\mnp(a

4CD - First sent from the GPO on 24SEP1863. 4 BARS
Recorded in use from 290CT1863 to 9NOVi866.

T2 sTRRS L
A& 5 Copk T
LEWGESTER
RELEWVER D
REVERSE

Figure 12

Fig. 13 shows the large oval shaped 4 bar design with horizontal ‘Bristol’.

:‘ 4VODA Type A has a round topped three.,
S First sent from the GPO on 23DEC1864.
134

G
TRy
SmE———
o

—
—
fo——y

345678911,

evad  dos e

Recorded in use from 24UG1865 to SAUG1873.
Codes seen ADFHIKLMNOPSTUWA3 A4 KK 00

BE ¢ 8hs coDE S

TAMBORWE RECEIVER
SN REVERSE ,

PL.97

Figure 13
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Fig. 14 is the long running large oval 4 bar design with flat-topped ‘3’ in ‘134’
and semi-circular ‘Bristol’. The long list of codes is by Parmenter and my Mourning
cover of 1876 has ‘A 25’ unlisted code. Figure 14a.

4VODB Type B has a flat topped three.
First sent from the GPO on 14MARIBZ2.
Recorded in use from 30MAY1873 to 23DEC1905.
Initially & single code letter or number was used,later a
two part code number and handstamp letter were used.
At any one time the handstamp letter identifies a
particular handstamp (these change with time).

Il

X
[i—"
AN
=

|

Codes seen F L

A then
B then
C then
D then
E then
F then
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number

number:
number:
number:
number:
number :
number:

none(xmas) 3 4 15 16 17 18 19 20 25 26
513 14 1517 18 20 21 24 29.
3591217 19 20 21 27 29.

569 11121328 29,

10 11 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 23,

68 11 12 14 16 19 24 27.

112 13 16 18 20 21 22 24.

then
then
then
then
then
then
then

Az
B:
D:
E:
F:
G:
R:

14 17 18 20 29.
78101516 18
10 18 20.
591017 18 19
14 18 20 21 27.
17 18 21 26 27.
18 19 20 21.

19 20 21 22 25 29 none.

20 21.

P | &5
QP77 18 E
NUMBER. Only ConE 24
ConiisTen)

HEWISH TRANSIT &
LOMDON S0 RECEIVER.
@ri REVERSE,

ALPUA BREFORE WOMBER
Vad. posTAL STY.CAD

NO 2R BEG
Copme AR
VLB Sep AR

Figure 14
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A 25 TumE copE
DT SEER W
P A RME e 3
RLEECONDS,

7 ’ 3 ’ !

V' 5o Gecad Plianden S

1

S :
ﬁf’@/@@/éﬁ;{ﬂ é/ Cigoat)

S

Figure 14a

MALTEX 2012
has been a great success.
Start preparing from now

for

MALTEX 2013
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Fig. 15 shows a Y4d lilac postal stationery card with a version of the 3 bar Duplex
having a significant gap between the datestamp, slightly tilted, and the barred 134°.
Parmenter says “this has not been seen in use, hence it could be the only one known!

ZBARS,

3V0D The first Proof Book entry on 9MAYI873 was of
a special type with the cds some distance from
the obliterator and at an angle to it."'This has
not been seen in use.”

MeB L TRIS.CouLP BE THE oMLY Ong Kaowa b

First type.

e

The first normal type was sent on 30APRIB78.
Recorded in use from 23JANI879 to 190CTI912.
Codes seen for each handstamp letter:
then number: 20 2}.
then number: 6 none.
then number: 11 14 19 30.
then number: 1 7 24 26.
then number: 10 13 14 16 22 24 26 27.
then number: 22 25.
Number then G: 15 18 21 23 26 27.
Number then H: 1 11 12 14 15 18 20 21 27.
I then number: 19.
J then number: 6 19 21 37.
K then number:15 17 19 22 24 30 none.
First normal type. L then number: 18 20 22 24 25 30.
M then number: 24 26 none.
N then number: 5 15 16.
Number then 0: 19.
P then number: 28 30.
S then number: 23 24 none.
Rarity A,
Price pre 1900 £2 post 1900 £1. =,
GuT W o BT
PERLERY

DO W

CTUEAS . FoMoWS | SOME - EXAMPLES |

Figure 15
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Fig. 15a shows the more normal type with some examples.

TYPE BVOD T weRwmAL TYPES 3 BARS

Vb WAL

FE 2. 1888 Cove AT

-
ALPYA S BAE

\d LAC
MO 3 1887
cype EV7

TEW KB URY SQUARED
2 AL RECEWVER

Id  yEHFTIAN
MUREER Bevreis PUBHA

AW Y5 188D
CopE 76

Figure 15a
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Bristol, being of considerable size, in due course it was thought desirable to
include a ‘District’ number in the design and this was incorporated in the Basal
Bars of the Duplex. Fig. 16 shows examples.

3VOD14S 2.5mm high figure 14 cut in basal bars.
Recorded in use from 23NOV1896 to 18SEP1903.
Times seen 120AM 6PM 615PM 95PM 10PM.

S sy . A BART

3V0D22 Figure 22 cut in basal bars:
Recorded in use from 22JUL1895 to 18FEB1902.
Times seen 120AM 1230PM 5PM 530PM S45PM- 655PM.

3 Pals

D AL

POST CARD Crront wani)
AP S 19¢0

g y

T

22
YResA b haRY

Figure 16
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Districts

Two main districts had their own postmarks — Clifton and North Street.

Clifton was the largest and an example (Fig. 17) is shown of its sideways
Duplex postmark.

With its own number "959"
SDWYS Traill and Holland type Va. ‘ g
First sent from the GPO on 5AUGI857.

Recorded in use from 21SEPI857 to 14NOV1858.
Codes seen B C D E.

o =

Oy~ DO, CExample:
~ %) ‘ Yo -
w o0 be sxavﬂ
HE = =2

v} =
Ja 2071858
E timecode backstamp
‘& a small 'red London
receiver. g

Figure 17

Fig. 18 shows examples of the normal Duplex with ‘Clifton’ horizontal.

v [
BRISTOL —~ CLIETON 959 Mormal uglex
:-3CDA Type A has straight Clifton in the cds.
: First sent from the GPO on 16JUL1858.
Recorded in use from 24JULI858 to ZSJULIBG‘? s
Codes seen A B C D. Ass. A eoves

£ .CP Al

Figure 18
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Fig. 19 shows the 3 bar design with circular ‘Clifton / Bristol’.

CLIFTON DISTICT With normal Bristol 134 number

CLIETOM BRISTOWL > BRARS

C apoorin | £98)

S e e,

oe 2! \8&7
T CoWE
P 7R

Figure 19

Our Society is a full member of Federation Internationale de
Philatelie (FIP). and our members whose
Malta collections are of FIP standards should make use
; of this facility and participate.
Future FIP and other exhibitions are scheduled as follows:

2013
10-15 May, Australia
2-13 August, Bangkok. Thailand
11-17 November, Brasiliana, Rio de Janeiro Brazil

2015
3 -16 May, London 2015. International Exhibition, '
at BDC, Islington

2016
25 May-4 June, World stamp show N.Y. USA
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Fig. 20 shows the 4 bar of similar design with 2 examples used later than
previously recorded.

LLIETOoN D1STatlT cm\wj?‘ Bub @ew with 4 BATS

4CDC Type C has Clifton Bristol in the eds. -ty
First sent from the GPO on 30MARIB63.
Recorded in use from 22MAY1863 to 25FEB1867.
Codes seen A B D E F R.

2. STARS
TPM 1863

PL 92

MR AB (BT

T copg
LATE R THAN  LAST PECORDED
BATSE er 25 Fed, 18467

MR 8 87
= Cove .

M.RB.

CATER Thart kA S RECHRED

pare o ATFER 7.

B GuaRoltndy: | Lo &R,

Figure 20
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Fig. 21 shows examples of the large oval 4 barred design with flat topped ‘3’

in ‘134°.

4VODBC Type BC has a flat topped three and Clifton Bristol

in the cds.

First sent from the GPO on 27JUL1872.

Time in code:

Recorded in use from 26NOV1872 to 28JULISS5.

Codes seen for
A then number:
B then number:
C then number:
E then number:
Number then A:
Number then B:

each handstamp letter:
234567891011,
234567 8.
56 8.
4 9.
127,
379 10.
4 BARS
V77

R 25 1878
AL ConE

Combants = An
@xleing w &, E”QMQ,\Q('I‘\Q&’
?%MBH}S oty Yo
WAYS Towasiend, whe

DAtk

§525 Ereabrenk

wabuwta,

| de LA

$P 16 (883
ComE 7

hes physical ma\;tmaz

Feaths of a Hyﬁm@ﬁwﬁ

Figure 21

37



North Street Fig. 22 shows the 3 bar design and Fig. 23 shows the 4 bar design.

3CDN Type N has North Street Bristol in the cds.
First sent from the GPO on 12JAN1859.
Recorded in use from 25DEC1859 to 1APR1864.
Codes seen B C D 4.

é(c/’/ /’(—(;u,a 1«"'/’”(/ ///% 7

(rz«.a o,

P c,?f o Brccce)

(: /fl_{,r(&«‘a ﬂgﬂd“i

CR

et

Figure 22

4VODAR Type AN has a round topped three and North Street
Bristol in the cds.
First sent from the GPO on 3NOV1864.
Recorded in use from 14SEP1865 to 5SEP1870.
Codes seen C D E F.

4 BARS

& B2 1870
JE SN iy = 3

P L. 170}

Mo orRR NG CaMER
WeESTor RECLINES

Figure 23
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Other designs of postmarks were introduced in the 1880’s, in particular the
squared circle. This acted as an obliterator and datestamp. It varied in size, number
of arcs in corners, etc. Fig. 24 exarples are shown on and off cover.

© R PAMPLE

BARES

Pll copg
AP 1383

PSR 2. MRES
G R Cepe

AP Zo
NE8 3

A Cop &

Figure 24
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Fig. 25 shows circular datestamps including on vignette postcards. This design

has proved long lasting and is still in use.

st P ra.c.r?y vgsa efte prabore 'pos%@qrds
: of | Sk A ugus et Pacade Breatol

REAL TIvaE C5s
2 1o P
INE € YO

180w

T STRICT CORE &,

Lawmb ks Retiterdo )
Hoflan g‘i{, Lt s, S
¥ @cnu\;i @ aj‘\ng% jzqu‘g
A7o & B 26

Eransi b waarks

MORE CLEL.S  POSTRARIKS

Figure 25
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Fig. 26 — other postmarks / cancels include parcel and telegraph cancels. Security
endorsements include ‘Perfins’ and a few are shown.

PARCEL CANMCELS

TELEGEAPY canlelLs

Mimmaogson & O ard

) Pl STl
LAsioowyd
[ )

LEE & U

oot G andle ey

Figure 26

Conclusion

I hope this has given some idea of the wide range of Victorian postmarks
emanating from the Bristol area, which along with other major cities such as
Manchester, Liverpool and London, were at the forefront in the development of
the postal system in Britain.

As I enjoy variety, Bristol certainly appeals to me, enabling me to “flit like a
butterfly” amongst it all.

Once again I have enjoyed showing you some of my collection. whilst
appreciating the interest taken by the Malta Philatelic Society.

41



	Binder1
	Scan_07022020072750


