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Maltex 10th Philatelic Exhibition 

by John A. Cardona 

The tenth edition of the Maltex Philatelic Exhibition is now history. It is felt that 
it would be unethical for one who was involved in the setting up of the Exhibition and 
furthermore has participated in it to make any comments but surely there is no harm in 
mentioning that no adverse comments have reached the Committee so far. 

The Exhibition was held at the "Green Lounge" of the Hotel Phoenicia from 9th to 
11th October. It was inaugurated on Thursday 8th by The Hon. Dr. George VellaM.D., 
M.P (one of our members since 1986 and formerly Minister for Foreign Affairs) and 
blessed by the Rev. Prof. Emmanuel Agius M.A., S.Th.D. (Leuv). We were pleased 
to see a number of the members who turned up for the inauguration. 

This year, as a slogan, it was decided to choose "The rubbish of today is the gold 
of tomorrow". The President, writing in the leaflet handed out during the Exhibition, 
explained the foregoing slogan as follows, "We chose it because especially in 'Postal 
History' what is common today and is destroyed and thrown away, will in future be in 
demand and consequently one has to pay for it to acquire it". 

The exhibitors that participated in the Exhibition, which was not a competitive one, 
are shown hereunder together with their exhibits. As could be seen from the headings 
there was something of interest for everybody to see and enjoy. 

Bona via C. J. "The Malta Summit- 1989". 
Bonello C. "Queen Victoria Penny Black". 
Bonnici A. (Dr.) "Sovereign Military Order of Malta". 
Camilleri A. "Wartime Malta 1939- 1945". 
Cardona J. A. 
De Battista J. 
HoweC. 

Micallef J. 
Mifsud P. 
Parnis S. 
SantA. 
Wood H. 
WroeK. 

Junior Section 
Parnis G. 
ZahraM. 
Zahra S. 
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"The Forerunners of the W .W .F. Collection 1969 - 1982". 
"A study of the Malta House of Representatives Indicia". 
"Rescued from the waste bin - Modern Belgian Postal 
History". 
"Spc.nish Christmas Commemorations". 
"Malta stamps with errors". 
"Philatelic Cards from Gozo" 
"Revenue and Postage Stamps fiscally used". 
"Yesterday's rubbish- today's collectors' prized items". 
"Un~ted Nations Flags". 

"Bri~ish Royalty". 
"Items from the Royal Mail". 
"Stamps from German speaking countries and World Butterflies". 



Mr J. A. Cardona pointing 
interesting items to the Hon. Dr 

G. Vella and Dr. A. Bonnici 

Mr C. G. Bonavia explaining his 
exhibit to the Hon. Dr G. Vella 
and Dr A. Bonnici 

Young Master G. Parnis 
with the Hon. Dr G. Vel/a 
and Dr. A. Bonnici 
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Philatelic Achievements by the President 

by John A. Cardona 

A Gold Medal was awarded to our President Chev Dr Alfred Bonnici FRPSL 
at the International Exhibition "Italia 09" 21-25 October 2009, with his exhibit 
"Mail by Messageries Imperiales to and via Malta (1853-66)" in the Postal History 
Section. The exhibit consisted of 120 sheets mounted on 10 frames. 

This is the fourth Gold Medal awarded to him at F.I.P exhibitions. 
Furthermore, Dr. A Bonnici is in receipt of a very nice letter from the President 

of The Royal Philatelic Society London, Mr Alan N Moorcroft FRPSL, informing 
him that Council at its meeting ofthe 3rd November 2009, had agreed to elect him 
Fellow of this prestigious Society. 

The Malta Philatelic Society would like to congratulate its President for this 
prestigious election, and takes note that he is the first Maltese to be elected Fellow 
by The Royal Philatelic Society London. 

Dr A Bonnici wirh his exhibit at Italia 2009 
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Malta Postage Due Adhesive Stamps 

By John De Battista 

Recently I was going through my copies of P::>stage Due stamps in order to organize 
them better following the various additions I had made over the last couple of years. As 
I had kept in mind the words of my departed friend and great philatelist Anthony Fenech, 
when he proposed that I should endeavor to form a "more complete" collection of these 
stamps, I consulted the Malta Study Circle paper (No. 5) on the subject. As a result, for 
ease of reference I drew up a summary list of the various issues I distinctive differences 
recorded in the publication, which I would now like to share with our readers. 

An important distinction which one notices when using the MSC Study Paper as a 
basis for classification is that, in contrast to the generalized list of these stamps usually 
found in dealer's catalogues, the MSC Study takes type of paper, finish and stamp shade 
into greater depths for one to positively identify the various issues. The very detailed 
but straightforward descriptions submitted make it easy to distinguish the differences; 
particularly in mint stamps and especially so if one happens to have a fair number of 
copies from which to compare. 

Personally, having been able to assemble the various distinct issues with relative ease, I 
do not think that it would be difficult for others to Jo the same thing. Besides providing a 
small "challenge" I also believe that for the sake of having a more representative collection 
of these stamps a better classification other than that found in dealer's catalogues should 
be used. 

As such a classification should not set you back financially, I invite you to give it a 
try. In the meantime I hope that you would find the table below helpful. 

Happy Hunting. 

2 of l;id missing 
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MSC Paper Face Distinctive Stamp Shade MSC JB SG Scott Michel Yvert 
Attributed/Issue Value As per MSC PaperS (1994) Paper 
Date Based 

1925 #Provisional Imperforate Issue; Typographed at Government Printing Office, Valletta; 
Watermark None 

16th Aprill925 l/2d Black on White Wove Paper DOl DOl DOl JOl PO! DOl 
16th Aprill925 Id Black on White Wove Paper D02 D02 D02 J02 P02 D02 
16th Aprill925 I l/2d Black on White Vlove Paper D03 D03 D03 J03 P03 D03 
16th Aprill925 2d Black on White Wove Paper D04 D04 D04 J04 P04 D04 
16th Aprill925 2 l/2d Black on White Wove Paper DOS DOS DOS JOS POS DOS 
16th April 1925 3d Black on Grey Wove Paper D06 D06 D06 J06 P06 D06 
16th April 1925 4d Black on Buff Wove Paper D07 D07 D07 J07 P07 D07 
16th April 1925 6d Black on Buff Wove Paper DOS DOS DOS JOS POS DOS 
16th April 1925 1/- Black on Buff Wove Paper D09 D09 D09 J09 P09 D09 
! 6th April 1925 l/6d Black on Buff Wove Paper D10 D10 D10 JIO PlO DlO 

1925 #"Maltese Cross Design" Unsurfaced Paper Issue; Watermark 4 (Sideways); Perf.12.00 Line 

21st July 1925 l/2d Green D11 Dll Dll Jll PI! Dll 
21st July 1925 Id Violet Dl2 Dl2 Dl2 Jl2 Pl2 D12 
21st July 1925 1 1/2d Brown D13 Dl3 Dl3 Jl3 Pl3 D13 
21st July 1925 2d Grey Dl4 Dl4 Dl4 Jl4 P14 D14 
21st July 1925 2 l/2d Orange DIS DIS DIS J!S PIS DlS 
21st July 1925 3d Blue D16 Dl6 D16 Jl6 Pl6 D16 
21st July 1925 4d Olive Green Dl7 Dl7 Dl7 Jl7 Pl7 D17 
21st July 1925 6d Purple DlS D!S DIS JIS PIS D!S 
21st July 1925 11- Black D19 D19 D19 119 P19 D19 
21st July 1925 1/6d Carmine D20 D20 D20 J20 P20 D20 

1937 -1946 #"Maltese Cross Design" Rough Surfaced Paper Issues; Watermark 4 (Sideways); Perf. 
12.00 Line 

:6th October 1941 l/2d Emerald Green D11a Dll Dl1 Jll Pll Dll 
9th April 1943 Id Purple Dl2a Dl2 Dl2 Jl2 P12 D12 
26th June 1946 1 l/2d Pale Brown D13a D13 D13 113 P13 Dl3 
: lth May 1937 2d Sepia D14a D14 D14 114 P14 D14 
26th June 1946 2 l/2d Deep Orange D15a D15 D15 J!S PIS DIS 
26th June 1946 3d Grey Blue D16a D16 D16 116 P16 D16 
26th June 1946 4d Sage Green Dl7a Dl7 Dl7 117 Pl7 Dl7 
26th June 1946 6d Lake Purple D1Sa DIS DIS J1S PIS DIS 
9th April 1943 1/- Grey Dl9a Dl9 Dl9 119 Pl9 D19 
26th June 1946 l/6d Deep Scarlet D20a D20 D20 J20 P20 D20 

1953 -1963 #"Maltese Cross Design" Chalk Surfaced Paper Issues; Watermark 4 (Sideways); Perf. 
12.00 Line 

5th November 1953al/2d Yellow Green D21 D21 D21 NA P21 D21 
20th March 1957 1/2d Emerald Green D2la D21 D21 NA P21 D21 
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MSC Paper Face Distinctive Stamp Shade MSC JB SG Scott Michel Yvert 
Attributed/Issue Value As per MSC Paper 5 (1994) Paper 
Date Based 

17th January 1961 1/2d Deeper Shade Emerald Green D2lb D21 D21 NA P21 D21 
5th November 19531d Purple D22 D22 D22 NA P22 D22 
20th March 1957 Id Deeper Shade Purple D22a D22 D22 NA P22 D22 
17th January 1961 Id Red Purple D22b D22 D22 NA P22 D22 
17th September 1963 Id Deep Purple D22c D22 D22 NA P22 D22 
5th November 1953 1 1/2d Yellow-Brown D23 D23 D23 NA P23 D23 
20th March 1957 2d Sepia D24 D24 D24 NA P26 D24 
3rd April 1962 2d Sepia Black D24a D24 D24 NA P26 D24 
5th November 1953 3d Deep Slate Blue D25 D25 D25 NA P25 D25 
17th January 1961 3d Grey Blue D25a D25 D25 NA P25 D25 
17th September 1963 3d Grey Blue D25b D25 D25 NA P25 D25 
5th November 1953 4d Deep Sage Green D26 D26 D26 NA P24 D26 

1966 #"Maltese Cross Design" Chalk Surfaced Paper Issue; Watermark 5 (Sideways); Perf. 12.00 Line 

1st October 1966 2d Grey-Brown D27 D27 D27 J21 P27 D24A 

1967 #"Maltese Cross Design" Ordinary Paper Issue; Watermark 7; Perf.12.00 Line 

9th November 1967 l/2d Emerald Green D28 D28 D28 J22A P28A D27 
9th November 1967 Id Purple D29 D29 D29 J23A P29A D28 
9th November 1967 2d Grey-Brown D30 D30 D30 J25A P31A D29 
9th November 1967 4d Yellow-Olive D3l D31 D31 J28A P32A D30 

1968 #"Maltese Cross Design" Ordinary Paper Issue; Watermark 7; Perf.12.50 Comb 

30th May 1968 l/2d Emerald Green D32 D32 D32 J22 P28 D31 
30th May 1968 Id Purple D33 D33 D33 J23 P29 D32 
30th May 1968 I l/2d Yellow-Brown D34 D34 D34 J24 P30 D33 
30th May 1968 2d Grey-Brown D35 D35 D35 J25 P31X D34 
30th May 1968 2 l/2d Yellow-Orange D36 D36 D36 J26 P32 D35 
30th May 1968 3d Deep Slate Blue D37 D37 D37 J27 P33 D36 
30th May 1968 4d Yellow-Olive D38 D38 D38 J28 P34 D37 
30th May 1968 6d Purple D39 D39 D39 J29 P35 D38 
30th May 1968 11- Black D40 D40 D40 130 P36 D39 
30th May 1968 l/6d Carmine D41 D41 D41 131 P37 D40 

1970 #"Maltese Cross Design" Glazed Paper Issue; Watermark 7; Perf.12.50 Comb 

23rd October 1970 I l/2d Orange Brown D34A D34A D34A NA P30Y NA 
23rd October 1970 2d Brownish Black D35A D35A D35A NA P31Y NA 

1973 #"Maltese Lace Design" First Decimal Postage Dues; Watermark 7; Perf.13.00 x 13.75 Comb 

28th April 1973 2m Brown D42 D42 D42 132 P38 D41 
28th Aprill973 3m Orange D43 D43 D43 133 P39 D42 
28th Aprill973 Sm Red D44 D44 D44 134 P40 D43 
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MSC Paper Face Distinctive Stamp Shade MSC JB SG Scott Michel Yvert 
Attributed/Issue Value As per MSC Paper 5 (1994) Paper 
Date Based 

28th April 1973 le Green D45 D45 D45 13S P41 D44 
28th April1973 2c Black D46 D46 D46 136 P42 D4S 
28th April1973 3c Pistachio D47 D47 D47 137 P43 D46 
28th April 1973 Se Blue D48 D48 D48 138 P44 D47 
28th April1973 lOc Pink D49 D49 D49 139 P4S D48 

1993 # "Neolithic Spiral Design" Second Decimal Postage Dues; Watermark 7; Perf.14.00 Comb 

4th January 1993 le Red DSO DSO DSO J40 P46 D49 
4th January 1993 2c Blue DSl DSI DSl J41 P47 DSO 
4th January 1993 Se Green DS2 DS2 DS2 J42 P48 DSI 
4th January 1993 !Oc Yellow DS3 DS3 DS3 J43 P49 DS2 

T, handstamp, plus 
two (20d) = 5d postage due 

Back of above 
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Malta Postage Due Stamp Designs 

POSTAGE DUE 

MALTA. 

The Provisional Issue Design, 1925 The Maltese Cross Design, 1925-1970 

The Maltese Lace Design, 1973 The Neolithic Spiral Design, 1993 
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A Revenue Stamps Query 
on the 

"Unappropriated", "Contracts" and "Stocks & Shares" 
2/- Stamps of 1926 printed on coloured paper 

Do they exist? 

by Hadrian Wood 

I am trying to put together a com~lete picture record, in scans and photo-copies, 
of every revenue stamp issued for Malta. Copies I am still looking for include the 
three 2/- values of 1926 ('Unappropriated', 'Contracts' and 'Stocks & Shares') 
printed on coloured paper. I do not recall having come across any of these 
stamps during my 25 or so years of collecting revenues. Nor, it seems, have other 
revenue collectors with whom I come in contact. I have found none listed in any 
of the revenue auction lots that I examined. Yet 62 sheets of each stamp are known 
to have been printed by Messrs. De La Rue. Where have all these stamps gone 
to? My guess is they were never put on sale. The most likely reason being that 
stocks of the same 2/- stamps of 1925, printed on white paper, had not yet run 
out at the time of the withdrawal of all revenue stamps to the 10/- value in 1928, 
so there was never any need for them, and they would have been destroyed with 
the rest of the withdrawn stamps. If this is what happened, no copies exist. Can 
anyone disprove this theory by claiming to have one or more of these stamps and 
provide a copy? 

Note: The coloured paper used for the 2/- stamps of 1926 was green for 
'Unappropriated', yellow for 'Comracts' and red for 'Stocks and Shares'. 
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'Unappropriated', 'Contracts' and 'Stocks & Shares' 
2/- stamps of 1925 printed on white paper. 



The Coat Of Arms of The Kingdom 
of Spain in Spanish Philately 

by John Micallef 

The story behind the royal coat of arms cf the Kingdom of Spain later to be 
known also as state arms is quite interesting . It clearly shows the old kingdoms 
of Spain and the constitutional monarchy throughout the ages. It revolves around 
the various political periods which engrave the history of Spain. Spanish philately 
depicts these stages in the various issues of its stamps thus enabling the enthusiast 
to quench his thirst while unfolding the pages of Spanish postal history. 

The philatelic issues of the Coat of arms of Spain can be divided in three periods 
namely: The early period, the Francoist period and the reign of Juan Carlos I. 

In the early days there was no such as a heraldic Coat of Arms for Spain since 
Spain has been a "United Kingdom" made up of historical kingdoms. In the 
early days, as far as the Catholic Monarchs, Spain carried the Coat of Arms of its 
monarch. This was used as the official arms until the first Spanish Republic. 

The first stamp depicting the Coat of arms of Spain was issued on I st January 
1854 under the reign of Isabel II, only four years after the first 
Spanish stamp saw light. 

In the year 1854 three issues were printed by the Spanish Postal 
Authorities. 

On 1st January four values were printed without perforations 6 
cu (Carmine), 2r (Red), 5r (Green) 6r (Blue). 

On 1st July another four values were printed without perforation 
to be used officially 1/2 o (Black on yellow) 1 (Black on Rose) 4o 
(Black on Green) 1 i (Black u Blue). 

On 1st November, two types of stamps were issued having 
three values each. Both types of stamps had no perforation and had 
the same values and colour bt:.t one type had thin paper while the 

other type, the stamp bore thicker paper with a bluish colour. 2 cu (Green) 4 cu 
(Carmine) 1 r (Dark Blue) 

All issues depicted a shield like drawing parted and holding a 
Castle and a Lion (The Kingdoms of Castille and Leon) beneath the 
Royal Crown. 

On 1st January 1855, the fourth series was issued. Once again 
for official use. The lion and the castle were again used yet within 
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an oval shape diagram beneath the royal crown. Four values were issued namely: 
IT o (Black on Yellow), I o (Black on Rose), 4 o (Black on Green), I I (Black on 
Blue). All these stamps were issued under the reign of Isabell II. 

In the years 1874 and 1875 , three issues were printed having a different coat 
of arms beneath the royal crown. All three of them carried the lion, (Kingdom of 
Leon), the tower (Kingdom of Castille), nine stripes (Kingdom of Aragon) and 
gold chains with an emerald in the centre of the news between its eight arms of 
links (Kingdom of Navarra). Two of them were issued on 1st January 1874 and 
1st January 1875 . These were drawn within an oval escutcheon and were used as 
War Tax. They had two values each: Se (Black) 10 c (Blues). A perforated and a 
non perforated type were used. The same can be said for the 1875 issue yet the 
colours were different: 5 c (Green), 10 c (Violet). 

On 1 st October 187 4 the same shape was printed perforated and non perforated. 
It bore one colour (Brown) having a 10 c value with a type ii and type iii .. All these 
stamps were issued during the I Republica. 

During the reign of Alfonso XII, on 25th September 1875 a 
new stamp bearing the Coat of Arms of Spain took a new shape. 
While the symbols of the kingdoms of Aragon, Castille , Leon and 
Navarra were retained, the symbol of the house of Bourbon (three 
fteur-de-lys) was included in the middle, the crown was substituted 
for the Spanish Royal crown, the Pillars of Hercules one on each 
side of the scudo bearing a golden fleece with the words Plus 

Ultra (Far beyond- recognizing the Spanish colonies) were introduced. The 
words in circular form had * Correos * Devoluci6n de correspondencia sobrante 
(Undelivered returned mail). This stamp had no value. 

On 24th April 1896-1898 a new stamp depicting the coat of arms of Spain was 
issued in two different colours (rose and blue) . The rose stamp included a non 
perforated one. 

A different crown on the royal escutcheon having the four quarterings bearing the 
symbols of Castile, Leon, Aragon and Navarra was used . This stamp had no value 
and was used officially while a legend surrounding the escutcheon in a horseshoe 
style included the words Congreso de los diputados (House of Parliament). 

The Spanish Civil War officially ended on 1st April 1939. 
The Republican regime had been defeated and Francisco Franco 
became the undisputed leader of Spain. In September 1936, 
the Nationalist senior generals elected Francisco Franco as 
leader of the Nationalists with the rank as Generalfsimo. He 
was originally supposed to be only commander-in-chief , but 
after some discussions became head of state as well with nearly 
unlimited and absolute powers until his death. 
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In that same year, on 17th August 1936, a stamp depicting the coat of arms of 
Spain in blue print carrying the value of 30c was issued in Granada (Emisi6n de 
Granada). 

In 1938 Franco adopted a variant of the Coat of Arms reinstating some elements 
originally used by the House ofTrastamara such as Saint John's eagle and the yoke 
and bundle. 

This stamp was depicted quarterly, 1 and 4, quarterly Castile and Leon, 2 and 3. 
per pale Aragon and Navarra, ente en point of Granada. The arms are crowned with 
an open royal crown, placed on eagle displayed sable, surrounded with the Pillars 
of Hercules and the yoke and the bundle of arrows of the Catholic Monarchs. 

In 1962 a series of stamps manifesting the coat of arms of the 56 Spanish 
Provinces were issued one on each month. On the 19th September 1966 this series 
of stamps came to an end with the Coat of Arms of Spain, the one adopted by Franco 
described above. Its value was 10 pesetas. 

On the 20th November 1975 El Caudilo, Francisco 
Franco died in Madrid at the age of 83. A new era for 
Spain was in sight and the Monarchy was reinstated. 
A new constitution was established in 1978 and the 
autonomous communities were created for which 
the Spanish Postal authorities in the space of ten 
years issued 19 stamps depicting the coat of arms for 
each community. Spanish postal history recognizes this 
period as el reinado de Juan Carlos. On 9th February 1983 
a new stamp showing the new Spanish coat of arms was issued 
with a value of 14 pesetas. A radical change has been made. This is the current 
coat of arms which was approved by law and adopted on 5th October 1981 when 
it replaced the interim version which in turn, replaced the official Francoist Spain. 
The present Spanish Coat of arms symbolizes in the shield the old kingdoms of 
Spain i.e Quarterly: (Kingdom of Castile) Gules, a three towered castle or, masoned 
sable and ajoure azure, argent, (Kingdom ofLeon) a crowned lion rampant purpure, 
langued and armed gules, (Crown of Aragon) four pallets gules, (Kingdom of 
Navarra) Gules, a cross, saltire and orle of chains linked together. (House of 
Bourbon) A centre point: Azure bordure gule with three fleurs-de-lys, (Kingdom 
of Granada) Argent, a pomegranate proper seeded gules, supported, sculpted and 
leaved in two leaves vert. The shield is flanked by the pillars of Hercules with the 
motto: Plus Ultra. Above all lies the Spanish crown bearing precious stones, with 
eight rosettes, and eight pearls interspersed, closed at the top by eight diamonds 
also adorned with pearls and surmounted by a cross on a globe. 

On 5th December 1996, the Spanish postal authorities issued a miniature sheet 
on the left showing the Spanish coat of arms super imposed on the Spanish colours 
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Mapa ()ficial d·el Estado Auton.bn1dco 

composing the Spanish flag - red, yellow, red. On the right hand side the map 
of Spain incorporating the new autonomous communities, their flags and their 
territorial boundaries. Value of miniature sheet showed € 1.30 

The Spanish coat of arms was again reproduced in a stamp issued on 23rd 
November 2006 with a value of €0.29 on the occasion of the 25th anniversary 
from the new format. Within the stamp, under the coat of arms, printed in blue 
lies the words 25 Anniv0 de la implantaci6n del escudo de Espafia. 

The last stamp specifically designed to show the Spanish Coat of Arms was 
issued in 2009. 

The Spanish coat of arms is depicted on other stamps which were not printed 
specifically to commemorate the Spanish coat of arms yet they were printed on various 
other occasions such as the one issued on 29th December 1978 showing the Spanish 
flag with the Francoist coat of arms commemorating the Spanish Constitution. In 
1985 two stamps were issued commemorating the second century of the Spanish flag. 
These stamps incorporated the old - 1785 coat of arms on one stamp and the new 
coat of arms on the other stamp. Both stamps had the value of 17 pesetas. 

In various years the coat of arms of Spain appeared with the portrait of Francisco 
Franco: In 1939 a lOcts stamp was issued- Pro Tubercolosis. During the same 
year 11 stamps having various values with the effigy of El Caudilo and the coat of 
arms of Spain were issued. Between 1940 and 1945 17 stamps with the effigy of 
Francisco Franco next to the coat o::' arms of Spain were once again issued while 
another 13 similar stamps were issued in 1948. All with different values. 

On 6th May 1974 on the occasion of El dia Mundial del Sello, a cancelled stamp 
which appeared in 1864 was printed on a stamp with the value of 2 pesetas. 

On 12rh June 1998 on the occasion ofthe 100 anniversary ofthe independence 
of the Philippines, the coat of arms can be seen on the Spanish flag in a stamp with 
the value of 70c. 

On 3rd January 2000, on the occasion of the 150 anniversary from the first 
Spanish stamp a sheet containing 12 stamps with the effigie of King Juan Carlos 
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1 and the coat of arms of Spain used in 1854 and the actual one was issued. Value 
of each stamp 35 pesetas. 

In 2003 on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Spanish constitution a 
set of 10 miniature sheets with different topics were issued. All of them included 
the coat of arms of Spain. The ten titles were as follows: De los derechos y 
deberes fundamentales, De la Corona, De las Cortes Generales, Del Gobierno y 
la Administraci6n, De las relaciones entre el Gobierno y las Cortes Generales, Del 
Poder Judical, Economia y Hacienda, De la organizaci6n territorial de Estado, Del 
Tribunal Constitucional, De la reforma constitucional. 

Various other stamps of Spain have been issued featuring monarchs, including 
the current king, besides their royal coat of arms. This is a very interesting subject 
which requires researching on its own. 

The continuous philatelic issues by the Spanish postal authorities have contributed 
to build a historical picture of the evolution of the Spanish coat of arms. 
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Philatelic Echo of 1989 
Bush-Gorbachev Malta Summit 

by Carmel G. Bona via 

For many people, philately or stamp collecting reminds them of their childhood when 
they were encouraged to collect colourful used and stick them in an album classified 
by country. When they advanced at school and their studies required more time and 
dedication, their interest in philately waned, perhaps surfacing again when the individual 
was settled in life and career. Adult collectors find a spectrum of attractions in this 
hobby, ranging from its historical, political, economical to social aspects. Joining the 
philatelic society, reading a magazine or attending a philatelic exhibition fuels deeper 
enthusiasm for the real meaning of stamps and their multi-faceted importance. 

Today, philatelic research has reached a very high level. Postal museums and 
archives of all sorts have been opened and such research has yielded new knowledge 
about the postal service from many angles. This has also led to academic studies and 
the publication of books on the subject. 

The annual philatelic exhibition MALTEX 2009 organised by the Malta Philatelic 
Society produced a golden opportunity to appreciate what Maltese collectors have 
in their collections. Some of the exhibits had even been shown abroad and received 
prestigious awards. 

At this year's MALTEX edition, one ofthe exhibits dealt with the Malta Summit 
held two decades ago on December 2-3, 1989, between former U.S. former President 
George Bush Sr. and Michail Gorbachev, Chairman of the then Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. The exhibit included stamps, special commemorative covers, postcards and 
other items both local as well as foreign. 

The year 1989 has been described as a unique year of great events. In February, 
at Kiev, the Soviet Bloc was officially dissolved and Gorbachev announced the end of 
limited sovereignty. A month later, Russians voted for the reformed Supreme Council 
and in May, Gorbachev was elected head of state. 

In August, the Polish United Workers Movement created by Mueszylov Rakowski 
with the acquiesce of Gorbachev, led to the establishment of Solidarnosc and free trade 
unions. This encouraged other countries to react to changes towards democracy. In 
Hungary, the Communist party was changed to a socialist one, leading to a democratic 
state. 

Early in October, a new wave of people's demands for democracy burst out in East 
Germany. The Berlin Wall was breached and fell to the strong and enthusiastic strokes 
of chisels and heavy hammers, opening all frontiers between East and West. 

Gorbachev accompanied by his wife, Raisa, visited Rome on November 29, and 
after meeting the Italian President Francesco Cossiga, he called at the Vatican and 
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had a long private conversation with Pope John Paul II. Thus Gorbachev became the 
first Soviet Chairman to meet the head of the Catholic Church since the Bolshevik 
Revolution of 1917. The Pope welcomed the distinguished visitors and emphasized 
the need to reconsider the Y alta Agreement of 1945, and expressed the wish that the 
Malta summit scheduled for December 2 would be successful. 

As soon as the venue of the Summit was made public, especially after Bush's Address 
to the Nation on Thanksgiving Day which that year fell on November 22, 1989, the 
world's leading media personnel converged on our small Island. 

After the necessary preparations, the Malta Government appointed an organizing 
Committee, under ex -director of Information, Paul N audi who had been responsible for 
the Celebrations of the 251h Anniversary of Independence just over a month before. By 
November 24, a Press Centre had been set up at the Mediterranean Conference Centre 
with all the facilities required by the media including a temporary Post Office. 

At the same time, the General Post Office at Auberge d'Italie, was in full swing 
with preparations for a commemorative stamp. The stamp production process, which 
normally takes months to finalise, had only hours to be concluded. As soon as the 
photographs of Bush and Gorbachev reached the desk ofthe P.M.G. Alfred Costa, 
from the respective Embassies, a design was prepared in house and within 24 hours 
was approved by the Prime Minister Dr Fenech Adami. 

The stamp featured the portraits of the two leaders with Bush on the left and 
Gorbachev on the right, with the map of the Maltese Islands in the middle, all on a light 
blue background. Fortunately, in Malta we had a security printing firm, Printex Ltd of 
Qormi, which had been producing Maltese stamps since 1972. This was a great asset 
as no foreign printer would have accepted to produce a stamp at such a short notice. 
For Printex it was not easy to meet the challenge but it succeeded and the stamps were 
delivered in time to be made available on the first day of the Summit, December 2 at 
20 Branch Post Offices, 14 Sub Post Offices in Malta and 5 B.P.O and 2 S.P.O. in 
Gozo, a total of 41 outlets. Besides stamps, the Posts Department produced First Day 
Covers, Presentation Folders and the publicity folder The Malta Stamp. 

On the first day of issue, up to the closing of Offices at 1.45pm a record total 
of 303,000 stamps were sold worth Lm 30,300. At the Press Centre alone 1,570 
presentation packs, 450 souvenir folders, 5,570 F.D.C. and 14,200 mint stamps were 
sold on the first day. The stamps remained available for a year, being withdrawn on 
December 3, 1990. A number of covers were sent by the Maltese Prime Minister to the 
two Presidents and to the members of the crews of the Belknap and the Slava. During 
the final press conference, President Bush in a light vein in reply to a question on the 
subject by Anthony Montanaro, the then Editor of The Sunday Times said that he was 
so pleased with these envelopes that he mailed them to his close friends. 

Captain John F. Sigler, The Commanding Officer of the Belknap, prepared some 
special envelopes franked with a US stamp showing the Stripes and Stars (as ships are 
regarded a part of the territory of origin), with a special cancellation dated December 
3, 1989 and inscribed Conference at Sea, F.P.O. USS Belknap. They also showed a 
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coloured design of the U .S. and Soviet flags with the slogan Peace at Sea in the Roman 
and Russian alphabets. Capt. Victor Lesnoy, ofthe Russian cruise liner Maxim Gorky, 
where the summit ended up, being held due to the inclement weather, autographed a 
few covers and applied the ship's rubber stamp on them as souvenirs of the Summit. 

The Belknap and the Slava were later featured in the Naval Vessels in Maltese 
History stamp set issued or: August 18, 2006 by Malta Post; this set of five stamps, 
designed by Francis X. Ancilleri covered the period of more than four centuries since 
the coming of the Knights of St. John in 1530 to the Summit of 1989. This stamp with 
a face value of Lm 1 showed the Belknap and the Slava at anchor in Marsaxlokk Bay, 
based on photographs from the Wickman Collection. 

The Malta Summit was cJso featured on some foreign stamps. The ones I have seen 
came from the African countries of the Central African Republic and the Republic of 
Guinea. On July 27, 1990, the Central African Republic issued a 120 Franc stamp 
depicting Bush and Gorbachev with the dove of Peace at the centre. An accompanying 
Miniature Sheet included this stamp on a background showing the USA -USSR joint 
Mars Conquest Mission. Later in the year, the same stamp and another showing 
Gorbachev's visit to Pope J)hn Paul II at the Vatican on the eve of the Malta Summit 
appeared on another miniature sheet of 8 stamps commemorating major events in 
world history. 

On August 3, 1990 the ~epublic of Guinea released a set of two stamps and two 
miniature sheets relating to the Malta Summit, each valued 200 Francs. One stamp 
shows a map of the Maltese Islands flanked by portraits of the two Leaders in front of 
the American and Soviet flags. The other stamp depicts Gorbachev being greeted at the 
Vatican by the Pope on December 1, 1989. The same stamps appeared in a miniature 
sheet of 8 stamps commemorating important events in world history. 

A very interesting postcard on the Malta Summit was produced by the Associazione 
Filatelica Jonia of Catania, Sicily. It includes a colourful map of Sicily with portraits 
of Bush and Gorbachev bearing a postmark inscribed Incontro di Bush e Gorbaciov 
nelle Acque della Sicilia I 2-12-1989. One may remark whether this was wishful 
thinking or a genuine oversight! It might have been also produced before the actual 
Summit took place in Malt:::! 

Today after twenty years, these philatelic items have already become historic 
documents. This is the value of documenting small details of very important events. 
Philately becomes a part of living history. In our case they are part of our National 
History. 
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Mr Bonavia exhibited a 63 album-page study on the Malta Summit at 
the MALT EX 2009 some of which are being reproduced. 

Commemorative issued by the Malta Post Dept, September 2, 1989 

3 

First Day Cover designed by Golden ltalia (Rome) 
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FD.C. of the Naval 
Vessels in Maltese 
History issued on 
August 18, 2006 

Commnnding Officer 
USS BELKNAP CG-26. 
FPO NewYork,N.Y. 

09565 + 1149 

PEACE ON EARTII 
MHP HA3EMJIE 

U.S.A • U.S.S.R. SUMMIT MEETING· MALTA 
GEOI!GE BUSH. PRESIDENT. UNITED STATES 
MIKHAit GORBACHE\1. PRESIDENT. SOVIET UNION 
CONFtllENCE SHIP: lii.S. MAXIM CORKY 

CRUIS<II SlAVA (lOO) 
DECDIBER 2·3. lllll9 

The Lml stamp 
showing the 
Belknap and 
Slava, the Vessels 
hosting the 
Summit issued on 
August 18, 2006 

Cover from USS 
Belknap Captain 
J.F. Sigler 



Cover from 
MS Maxim 

Gorky signed 
by Capt. V. 

Lesnoy 

'BUSti-GOR'B4ICtlfV 
2-3 ·X11·1989 

Miniature Sheet 
from the Central 
African Republic 

issued on July 27, 
/990 commemorating 
the Bush-Gorbachev 

Malta Summit with 
USA-USSR Mars 

Conquest Mission in 
the background 

Miniature Sheet 
from the Republic 
of Guinea issued 
on Agust 3, 1990 
commemorating 
the Malta Summit 
and Gorbachev's 
Visit to H.H. 
John Paul I! on 
December I, 1989 
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Card issued by Associazione Filatelica Jonia of 
Cata'1ia showing the special Summit postmark 

Miniature: Sheet 1990 by the Republic of Guinea issued 
on August 3, 1990 commemorating the Malta Summit with 

USA-USSR Mars Conquest Mission in the background 



"The Forerunner Stamps" 
of The World Wide Fund For Nature 

(Formerly World Wildlife Fund) 

by John A. Cardona 

The World Wildlife Fund was founded jointly in 1961 by HRH Prince Bemhardt 
of The Netherlands and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. It was envisaged that the 
sale of stamps would generate the necessary revenue towards the conservation of 
wildlife worldwide. 

The initial aim was to draw the attention of the world to the decline in the population 
of wild animals around the world and to work to protect endangered species. 

In 1986 when the name was changed to World Wide Fund for Nature the 
emphasis on the aim was also altered whereby it was now the habitat that had to 
be protected to ensure the survival of the endangered species. 

The Panda was adopted as the official logo and countries which issued stamps 
authorized officially by the Agency were allowed to have the logo printed on the 
stamps. So far there have been two 'panda' logos used on stamps. The original one, 
used between 1961 and 1986, the panda had the front legs curving inwards, whereas 
the one adopted from 1986 onwards had straight front legs and a more upright stance. 
It is understood that there may be another change in the logo shortly. 

The WWF stamps have always been controlled by an agency. Initially, Franklin 
Mint supported the WWF for their stamp issue programme. It seems that very little 
work had been done. In fact between 1969, when France issued the first stamp 
bearing the WWF logo, to 1982 only 40 sets were issued and very few countries 
participated as shown below. The stamps issued during this period have become 
to be known as the "WWF Forerunners". 

• 1969- France. 
• 1971 -Netherlands. 
• 1976- Gambia and Liechtenstein. 
• 1977- Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Tanzania and Uganda. 
• 1978- Central African Empire, Congo, Gambia, Grenada Grenadines, Malawi, 

Mauritania, Mauritius, Niger and Western Samoa. 
• 1979- Chad, Fiji, Gambia, Ivory Coast and Upper Volta. 
• 1981- Gambia and Lesotho. 
• 1982 - Chile and Switzerland. 
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The agency controllir.g the WWF stamps changed hands in 1983 and the 
stamps that have been issued since that year represent the official authorized 
collection. The new agency, Groth AG, enacted fresh rules governing a new 
issuing programme and the principles to be adopted which are observed to the 
present day. The programme is designed to be clean and unspeculative and has 
two main objectives:-
• The face value of the stamps should be moderate, so that a lot of collectors 

would have a chance to buy the stamps, and 
• Countries are only able to issue stamps showing wildlife that is endangered in 

their own country, and only with the definite agreement ofWWF International. 
(All approved stamps are checked for accuracy by WWF scientists). 

Since 1983, over one billion stamps and almost 450 issues ( approx 1 ,800 
different postally valid stamps) have been printed and sold making it the largest 
thematic collection in the world. That turnover generated more than 20 million 
Swiss Francs in royalties which is an important source of funding for the WWF's 
conservation activities. 

France 
France issued the first stamp with the WWF logo on 11 Oct 1969. 
S.G.1847, WWW F.l 

Netherlands 
A very plain stamp with just the WWD logo on was issued 

by The Netherlands on 29 Jur: 1971. S.G. 1134, WWF F lifi' ,,~,',. ""v'/'~Ql~·,·····~l;;dl!l!lt 
2. Thestampformedpartofasetoffour(S.G.ll33!6)to If '"m"l 

commemorate Prince Bernhardt's 60'11 Birthday. ..,_...,. .... _,_ ......... _.-.,_ • ...,. 
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Liechtenstein 
The .first set of four stamps with the WWF logo WGS issued 

by Liechtenstein on 11 Mar 1976. S.G. 630!3, V\i'WF 3. 

Chile 
The only 'se-tenant' stamp in the 'Forerunners' Series was issued by Chile on 21 May 1982. 

The stamp on the right depicted a portrait of Lord Robert Baden Powell the founder of the Boy 
Scouts Movement and commemorated the 125'" anniversary of its birth. The stamp on the left 

showed the logos of the Boy Scouts Movement and that of the WWF, and commemorated the 75'" 
anniversary ofthefoundation of the Boy Scouts Movement. The islal'ld depicted in the centre of 

the se-tenant is that of Brownsea. S.G. 91819, WWF F 39. 

Swaziland 
The last set of this special series was issued 

by Swaziland on 16 Jun 1982. S.G. 399/403, WW!' F 40. 
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The Gambia 
On 29th Nov 1976 G:unbia issued the .first set, in a series of four, each of which had 
a miniature sheet. The other three sets were issued in 1978, 1980 and 1981. It is to 

be noted that all the stan ps and the mniature sheets were inscribd 'Abuko Nature Reserve'. 
Additionally, the four sets were numbered 1 to IV which indicate that they were 

planned ahead for issue in different periods. S.G. 356/9, WWF F 4. 

The catalogue number of the Miniature Sheet which forms 
part of the above set is S.G. 360, WWF F 5. 



Varieties, Errors and Flaws 

Based on a talk and exhibit by Mr R. A Rostron 
at a meeting of the members of the Malta Philatelic Society 

on 04.11.09 and reported by Mr John A Cardona. 

Mr. Rostron said that he started collecting stamps as a child and soon acquired the 
first 1 ,000. As the collection expanded, so did knowledge about different watermarks, 
colour shades, perforations etc. The need to re-layout his collection became apparent. 
Now, after a lifetime of collecting stamps and many further collection re-layouts, it 
has only served to emphasise to him the magnitude of the subject. 

Designers and printers over the years have taken a prde in being accurate and 
correct. It was probably due to their success that caused collectors to examine the 
product very closely. As a result, apart from known varieties, more were discovered 
as well as errors and flaws. It is hard to think of any other product where mistakes can 
result in it becoming more valuable than a perfect example! 

To assist in understanding what is meant by the names, a Collin's Dictionary was 
used. It defined 

• A variety as a different thing of the same kind, 
• An error as a mistake, inaccuracy or misjudgement, and 
• A flaw as an imperfection or blemish. 

Due to the detailed and often "fly-speck" nature of the material, the assistance of 
Mr. Ken Wroe, a member of the Malta Philatelic Society was sought and the use of 
his overhead projector and equipment were kind~y provided. 

Mr. Rostron's personal interpretation ofthe above definitions was given and many 
example items shown. A "potted" version of each is included here. 

VARIETIES. These occur where a basic stamp design changes by colour shade e.g. 
red or red-brown; perforation e.g. perforation 14 or 16; watermark e.g. Crown CA or 
Multiple Script CA etc. Then there can be paper types, gum differences, under-prints, 
and so on- the list is considerable. 

To illustrate some of the above a page of Great Britain (G.B.) Id. 'Reds' S.G. 17 to 
29 was shown, demonstrating differences in dies. perforations, watermarks, alphabets 
and colour shades. 

Other stamps shown in this category included G.B. Queen Victoria ld lilac; the 14 
and 16 dot varieties S .G. 171 and 174; a t~te-b~che pair frc:m Germany S .G. 143 D; 
and an under-print variety advertising Cadbury's from New Zealand. 

ERRORS. These are mistakes that should never happen, e.g. designs not according 
to specification; design omissions; printing on reverse; misplacement or omission of 
colour; incorrect spelling etc. Again the list is considerable. 
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Corner 'Dot' variety on cmer 14 dots Die I S.G. 171. 

THIS SPAO& 1$ 

RESERVEJ1tr;I~(IR I 

CJ_D:BUR! 
:BROS. 

Under-print variety Q .. teen Victoria 
advert from New Zealand 

16 dots variety Die 11 S.G. 174 

Positional variety S.G. 143 b 
t?te-b?che pair - Germany 

To demonstrate, a number ofthese were shown on a "fun" sheet issued at or about 
the time of the U.K. 1971 Postal Strike .. This was followed by various stamps showing 
perforation shifts, a postmark error" 1981" instead of" 1861 ",other examples included 
the Barbados Queen Victoria error with missing hyphen S .G. 1 04a and corrected S .G. 
1 04; the Fiji design error on George VI 1 Yzd die I empty canoe S .G. 251 and corrected 
die II with canoeistS .G. 252; the Guernsey Queen Elizabeth II latitude design printing 
error S.G. 14 I inscribed "40° 30' N" and S.G. 14 IV corrected to "49° 30' N"; and 
Malta overprint error namely misplaced 'e' in Pnney in lieu of Penny S.G. 37a. 

FLAWS. These are differences in printing caused by cracked or worn plates; 
inclusions in the paper e.g. dirt or hair; poor quality in printing and/or process control, 
resulting in spots, colour blemishes etc. The list is numerous. 

The faults can be very :ninor and many on display were so, but imagine how difficult 
it was in the mid-1800's working by candle or gas light to detect flaws! A large number 
of examples were shown for three main countries -Malta, Australia and G .B. 
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Barbados - Overprint Error 

Missing hyphen S.G. 104a 

Fiji - Design Error 

Empty canoe die I S.G. 251 

Guernsey - Design Error 

Latitude error 40° 30' N S.G. 14 I 

Malta - Overprint Error 

Misplaced 'e' in Pnney S.G. 37a 

Corrected to include hyphen S.G. 104 

Corrected to inc:ude Canoeist die JJ S.G. 252 

Corrected :o 49° 30' N S.G. 14 If 

Normal overprint S.G. 37 
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MALTA. 
• Minor 1935 Silver Jubilee flaws on Y2d value. 
• Minor overprint "One Penny" flaws on S.G. 37 including solid 'e's and nick in 'o' 

of 'One". 
• Many George V self-government overprint flaws included on ld red short top to 

'F', 'E' and 'L' joined, thick 'N' etc. 
• On Postage and Revenue overprints on 14d George V many minor flaws including 

letter distortions by multiple black spots. 

Overprint "One" is more to right 
than normal and solid 'E' in Penny 

Short top to 'F'. Thick 'E' and 'L' and 
joined. Note thick 'N' and broken 'F' in 

"Government" 

Overprint "One" is normal but small nick in 
'0' of One on left hand side 

Multiple black overprint 'spots' 
causing letter distortions 

AUSTRALIA. Many minor flaws were shown, particularly on George V "Heads". 
Quite a number were identified in specialized catalogues including "HALEPENCE" 
and "HALFPENCE" and "no cross on crown". 

'HALEPENCE' 'HALFPENCF' No Cross on Crown 
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GREAT BRITAIN. A large quantity of minor flaws were displayed on several 
sheets, being mainly on Queen Victoria Yzd vermillion and Jubilee issues through to 
Edward VII. Worthy of special mention being 
• 4d Queen Victoria Brown and Green with hatching lines totally missing in top left 

hand 4, 
• thel912 George V "no cross on crown"S.G. 34la, and 
• the 1937 Coronation "Colon" flaw S.G. 46la i.e. "12: MAY" 

Missing hatches lines in 4 

Much additional material was available 
for scrutiny on the table, including various 
magazines extracts on the subject. 

Mr. Rostron said that over the years many 
eminent philatelists had studied stamps in fine 
detail and he felt sure that there was nothing 
new in his presentation. He said that in 
putting the collection and display together it 
became obvious that the designers, engineers 
and printers had been fairly successful in 
keeping down the number of flaws and errors, 
considering the vast quantities involved. 
However there has been a strong desire to 
experiment, and still is, resulting in many 
varieties of the same kind. 

It is encouraging to note that through Mr. 
Rostron's love of bringing large "glory" boxes 
of stamps and ephemera, which often included 

No croS'i on crown S.G. 34la 

"12: May" Colon Flaw S.G. 46Ja 

large quantities of common, low face value stamps, he has been able to show to the 
Society previously, interesting talks on, for example, LiverpJol Postmarks, Newspaper 
Branch Cancels and now Varieties, Errors and Flaws. 

The speaker recognized that he will never become a "specialist", due to his nature 
being similar to that of a grasshopper or butterfly ,jumping and flitting from one interest 
to another, but, judging by audience reaction, his talk was much appreciated. 
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More Malta Zeppelin Mail Discovered 

by Dr A. Bonnici FRPSL 

The following three Malta Zeppelin Mail covers have not been recorded so far. 
The first two are being reproduced by the kind permission ofMr A. Camilleri, and the 
third by kind permission of Mr Peter Dieter of the German Zeplin Study Group. 
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1931 (lOth June)- L.Z. 127 "GrafZeppelin'' VADUZ-LAUANNE Flight 

Card posted in Va.:iuz, Liechtenstein on 10 June 1931 with additional flight. 
Zeppelin stamp. Put on board L.Z. 127 'GrafZeppelin 'for the VADUZ-LAUSANNE 
Flight showing confirmation Zeppelin cachet in red. Arrived LAUSANNE on same 
day as per arrival datestamp and from there for onwards transmission to MALTA. 
Arrived COSPICUA/MALTA!C/JU 15 31 as per receiving datestamp on the front. 

Postman's personal handstamp No. 58 applied on the back. 



1934 (1st-11th September)- 7th South Americe Flight 

Blank card addressed to REC1FEIPERNAMBUCO (Brazil)fran*ed with K.G.V. 2150. d 
stamps cancelled by the violet AIR MALTAIMALTAI27 AUG 1934 ;-ubber stamp. Endorsed at 

Friedrichashafen on 1st September 1934 together with confirmation of the 7th South America Flight 
cachet: '*DEUTSHE LUFTPOST c EUROPA-SUDAMERJKA' applied in red. Letter 'c' in outer rim 

of cachet indicates Friedrichshafen dispatch. Backstamped ROMA * DJSTRJBUZJONE I 29. VJJJ 
34-XJJ transit mark and PERNAMBUCO- 4A SECCAO- TARDE I -4 1X. 34 arrival datestamp. 
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7'" South American Flights 1934. 6 d without postage & Revenue overprint 
(by courtesy of Mr Peter Dieter) 

Members are reminded that subsciption fees for 2010 become payable 
before 31 January as per the Society's Statute, Clause 14(a). 

The subscription rates are: 

Local Members 
Junior Members 

Overseas Members Australia 
Canada 
Euro countries 
India 
Norway 
South Africa 
Switzerland 
U.K. 
U.S.A. 

€7.00 
€ 2.33 

AUD 30.00 
CAD20.00 

€ 15.00 
us$ 15.00 

NOR 120.00 
us$ 23.00 
CHF20.00 

GBP 8.00 
us $15.00 



Postal Diary 
7 May 2009-17 November 2009 

by Joseph Fenech 

9May 
On Saturday, 9 May 2009, MaltaPost plc issued the 
EUROPA stamp set for 2009. This set, designed by Alexei 
Pace and Gordon Caruana Dingli, commemorates the 
International Year of Astronomy. The two stamps in the 
set have face values of €0 .37 and € 1.19 respectively, and 
are 44 .Omm x 31.0mm in size, with a perforation of 13 .9 x 
14.00 (comb). The stamps were printed on Maltese Crosses 
watermarked paper by Printex Limited, and are available in 
sheets of ten. The €0 .37 stamp features a portrait of Galileo 
Galilei by Francesco Boschi and one of Galileo's sketches of the moon set against a 
starry background including the constellation Orion. The stamp also commemorates 
the fortieth anniversary of the first manned lunar landing by featuring the Apollo II 
lunar module "Eagle". The € 1.19 stamp shows the great telescope of William Lassell, 
set up in Malta between 1861 and 1865, against a background of stars showing Nebula 
M42, which Lassell himself observed on various occasions from Malta. Stamp booklets 
containing five €0.37 stamps from this EUROPA set, were also issued on the same 
occasion. MaltaPost plc issued a special commemorative donble-ringed handstamp to 
cancel the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No. 4/2Co09). The handstamp was 
inscribed "MALTAPOST- --------------MALTA" in the outer ring and "EUROPA/ 
ASTRONOMY//illM IL-HRUG/9.05.09" in the inner ring. The MaltaPost Philatelic 
Bureau featured these stamps in the stamp bulletin No. 274. 

13May 
MaltaPost plc notified that the 1etterbox in Triq ir-Russett 1-Abjad, Luqa, was 
back in service after having been temporarily put out of use 
following damage caused by fire. 

lSMay 
A special hand postmark - 375 Sena Parrocca - Luqa 
- 15-5-2009 - Malta - was used at the MaltaPost Luqa 
branch on Friday, 15 May 2009, on the occasion ofthe 375th 
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anniversary of the proclamation of the Luqa Parish Church (in 1634) dedicated to 
the Apostle Saint An drew. 

23May 
On the occasion of the Malta Philarmonic 
Orchestra's concert "Movie Spectacular", 
MaltaPost issued a commemorative 
personalised cover to mark the event. The 
cover (limited edition of 300) includes 
a personalised stamp showing the same 
design as the cover, with the stamp being 
cancelled with the V a]etta metal hand 
date-stamp dated 23 May 2009, the date 
of the concert. The cover was put up for 
sale during the concert itself, and from the MaltaPost branches in Valletta (Castille 
Place and Old Bakery Street), the Philatelic Bureau and the Head Office in Marsa, 
and the Victoria branch in Gozo. 

28May 
MaltaPost plc announced that for the six months ended 31 March 2009, it had 
registered a profit before taxation of € 1.92 million as compared to a profit of €2 .6 
million for the same period the previous year (representing a decrease of 26%). The 
profitability of the previcus year had been enhanced by two particular unique events, 
the increased volumes of post generated during the National General Elections, 
as well as the issue of philatelic material commemorating the introduction of the 
euro. Several factors influenced the performance during the period under review. 
Turnover decreased by 4% over the same period the previous year mainly due to 
a decrease in local mail volumes and philatelic material, but partly offset by an 
increase in inbound mail. The increase in operating costs was mainly attributed to 
an increase in foreign letter mail volumes together with increases in indirect costs 
such as utilities charges. A one-off credit was registered in 2008 resulting from 
the release of a provision that was no longer required following the reversion of a 
number of employees to Government employment. Shareholders' funds increased 
by 11.3% (up to €10.01 million), during the six-month period. In March 2009, the 
Company paid a net dividend of €0.04 per share. The competitive environment 
and outlook for MaltaPost continues to be determined, to a substantial degree, by 
the effect that e-substitution is having on traditional mail volumes and the impact 
on its main source of revenue. The future of the traditional mail market is being 
substituted by increases in international inbound mail as a result of growth in internet 
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mail-order. MaltaPost has declared its intention to further diversify the business 
into low cost financial services and back office processes. 

1 June 
On Monday, 1 June 2009, MaltaPost plc issued a set of 
five stamps to mark the XIII edition of the Games of 
the Small States of Europe (held in Cyprus). The set, 
designed by Daniel Mangani, features five different 
sports disciplines practiced during these Games, namely 
sailing ( €0 .1 0 stamp), judo ( €0 .19 stamp), shooting 
(€0.37 stamp), swimming (€0.67 stamp) and athletics 
(€1.77 stamp). All the stamps include a coloured 
strip which represents the colours of the continents as 
represented in the official Olympic logo. The logo of the Cyprus 2009 Games is also 
included in the design. The stamps are 44.0mm x 31.0mm b size, with a perforation 
of 13 .9 x 14.0 (comb). The stamps were printed on Maltese Crosses watermarked 
paper by Printex Limited, and are available in sheets of ten. MaltaPost plc issued a 
special commemorative double-ringed handstamp to cancel the stamps on the first 
day of issue (on FDC No. 5/2009). The handstamp was inscribed "MALTAPOST 
- ------------- -MALTA" in the outer ring and "XIIITH GA\1ES/OF THE SMALL! 
STATES OF /EUROPE/JUM IL-HR U G/ 1.06 .09" in the inner ring. The MaltaPost 
Philatelic Bureau featured these stamps in the stamp bulletin No. 275. 

2June 
On 2 June 2009, the National Statistics Office issued News Release 097/2009 
highlighting the post and telecommunications statistics for the first quarter (January 
- March) 2009. According to these statistics, in the quarter under review, total 
postal traffic amounted to around 10.3 million items of which the absolute bulk 
represented letters and other printed items (down from circa 12.6 million items 
for the first quarter of 2008). The total number of parcels sent through the national 
post in the period under review was 17,383 (compared to 16,460 in the first quarter 
of 2008). 

6June 
In conformity with Maltese electoral laws, the following MaltaPost branches did 
not open for business on Saturday, 6 June 2009, when the European Parliament 
elections (as well as a number of Local Councils elections) were held: 

Hamrun- 18, Triq il-Ferrovija, Hamrun HMR 1900; 

Birzebbugia- 48, Triq Zarenu Dalli, Birzebbugia BBG 1522; 
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Mellieha- 100, Triq il-Mithna 1-Gdida, Mellieha MLH 1107; 

Zebbug- Triq Sciortino, Zebbug ZBG 1962; 

Gharb- Triq il-Vizitazzjoni, Gharb GRB 1044, Gozo; 

Xaghra- 132, Triq it-Tigrija, Xaghra XRA 2013, Gozo; 

Ghajnsielem- Triq J.F. De Chambrai, Ghajnsielem GSM 1051, Gozo; 

Nadur- 13, Triq it-Tramuntana, Nadur NDR 1220, Gozo. 

Collection and delivery of mail was carried out as usual by MaltaPost on the date 
in question. 

12 June 
MaltaPost informed that due to health and safety considerations brought about by 
construction works, service to the letterbox situated in Triq Elija Zammit, St. Julians, 
was being suspended for an indefinite period. MaltaPost advised that the nearest 
letterboxes that could be used as an alternative were found at Triq San Gorg, St. 
Julians, and at Baystreet Complex, St. Julians. 

15 June 
MaltaPost announced tiat between the 15 June and 30 September 2009, the St. 
Julians branch situated within the premises of the Lombard Bank plc in Triq 
Paceville, was to open for business from Monday to Friday between 8.00 am and 
1.00 pm. 

16 June 
MaltaPost informed tha~ between the 16 June and 30 September 2009, the Customs 
Division situated within MaltaPost plc Head Office, in Triq Hal Qormi, Marsa, 
was to open for business from Monday to Friday, 
between 8.00 am and 1.00 pm, and 1.30 pm and 
3.30 pm. 

29 June 
On Monday, 29 June 2009 (a Public Holiday), 
during the special event to mark the feast of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, as well as the end of the Pauline 
year, the MaltaPost Mo~ile Unit was stationed in 
Misrah il-Helsien, Valletta, between 5.00pm and 
9.30pm, to sell Annus Paulinus philatelic items 
and the St. Paul silver replica stamp. 
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30 June 
MaltaPost plc informed the public that a number of mail items (including letters 
mailed to addressees in Sliema) were retrieved from a fie}j in Zurrieq on Thursday, 
25 June 2009. Following internal investigations, the m:1tter was reported to the 
Police and to the Malta Communications Authority for action to be taken as 
necessary in terms of law as well as the Postal Services Act. MaltaPost dismissed the 
employee responsible for the delivery of the mail in quest on and also initiated civil 
proceedings accordingly. MaltaPost apologised to the pt:.blic for this incident. 

7 July 
MaltaPost plc notified that due to the live concert to be held in Bugibba on Tuesday, 7 
July 2009, the letterbox no. 299 at Misrah il-Bajja, B ugibb~, would not be accessible. 
Therefore, in agreement with the Malta Communications Authority, collection from 
this letterbox was to be effected at 16.00 hrs instead of at 19.00 hrs. 

8July 
Ma1taPost plc notified that due to the Isle of MTV Conc~rt to be held in Floriana 
on Wednesday, 8 July 2009, the letterbox no. 252 at Triq San Publiju, Floriana, 
would not be accessible. Therefore, in agreement with the Malta Communications 
Authority, collection from this letterbox was to be effected at 16.00 hrs instead of 
at 19.00 hrs. 

15 July 
On Wednesday, 15 July 2009, MaltaPost plc issued a set of four stamps (the 
second in the maritime series), themed "Cruise Liners'', on the occasion of the 
first visit to Malta of the cruise liner MSC Splendida. Together with the stamps, 
MaltaPost also issued a Maximum Card depicting the MSC Splendida. This 
cruise liner had been christened on 12 July 2009 in Ba::-celona, and was calling 
at the Grand Harbour for the first time, under the direction of Captain Giuliano 
Bossi. The stamps in this set are 44.0mm x 31.0mm in size, with a perforation 
of 13.9 x 14.0 (comb). The stamps were offset printed on Maltese Crosses 
watermarked paper by Printex Limited, and are available in sheets of ten. The 
stamps, designed by Fabio Agius of MaltaPost plc, depict the MS Seabourn 
Pride (€0.37 stamp), the MS Brilliance of the Seas (€0.68 stamp), the Costa 
Magica and the Costa Atlantica (€0.91 stamp), and the MSC Splendida (€2.00 
stamp). All the cruise liners are pictured in the Grand Harbour, except for the MS 
Seabourn Pride, which is shown anchored off Xlendi Bay in Gozo. MaltaPost plc 
issued a special commemorative double-ringed handstamp to cancel the stamps 
on the first day of issue (on FDC No. 6/2009). The handstamp was inscribed 
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"MALT APOST - ------------- - MALT A" in the outer 
ring and "MARITIME/JUM IL-MRUG/15.07.09" 
in the inner ring. The .:vlaltaPost Philatelic Bureau 
featured these stamps in the stamp bulletin No. 276. 
MaltaPost also issued a Maximum Card (Maximum 
Card No. 17) depicting the MSC Splendida. This was 
also available for sale :"'rom a temporary MaltaPost 
outlet sited at the Valletta Waterfront in the vicinity of 
the MSC Splendida quay. The Maximum Card could 
then be purchased from the MaltaPost Philatelic 
Bureau as from 18 July 2009. 

15 July 
A special hand postmark to commemorate the 
maiden voyage of the cruise liner MSC Splendida, 
was used at a temporary branch set up by MaltaPost 
at the Valletta Waterfront on Wednesday, 15 July 
2009 between 8.00 am a::1d 6.00 pm. The postmark 
(circular hands tamp) was inscribed "MS MSC 
Spendida/Maiden Voyage/Valletta-Malta/15th July 
2009". 

31 July 
The Sub-Post Office at St. Bees, 12, Wesghat il-Gublew, Mgarr MGR 1040, was 
closed for business between Friday, 31 July and Saturday, 8 August 2009, both 
days included. 
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.. 7 August 
\i On Friday, 7 August 2009, the Philatelic 
.· f Bureau ofMaltaPost plc issued a special 

,.; commemorative cover titled "Once in 
• · i a lifetime!" This cover commemorated 
~ the fact that at twelve hours thirty-four 

minutes and fifty-six seconds of that day, 
clocks and calendars gave a combined 
reading of 12:34:56 07/08/09. 



14 August 
MaltaPost plc informed that due to the celebrations held in several localities in 
Malta in connection with the Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady, the collection 
of mail from the following twelve letterboxes was done at 16.00 hrs and not at the 
customary 19.00 hrs. 

Mosta 

Attard 

Qrendi 

Mqabba 

Ghaxaq 

Gudja 

Box No. 376- Triq il-Kostituzzjoni; 

Box No. 391 - Triq il-Kbira; 

Box No. 392 - Triq Katakombi tal-Bistra c/w Triq Ruzar Briffa, 
Zokkrija Hsg. Estate. 

Box No. 409- Triq il-Kbira; 

Box No. 420- Triq il-Belt Valletta. 

Box No. 32- Triq Rokku Buhagiar. 

Box No. 39- Triq il-Parrocca; 

Box No. 40- Triq il-Konvoj ta' Santa Marija. 

Box No. 130- Triq San Filippu; 

Box No. 131- Vjal il-Labour. 

Box No. 115- Triq Raymond Caruana; 

Box No. 141- Triq il-Kbira c/w Triq Girolmu Cassar. 

MaltaPost plc affixed a notice on each of these lettercoxes, denoting the new 
collection cut-off time and the nearest 19.00 hrs collection letterbox. 

14 August 
The Sub-Post Office at 51, Triq Gorg Borg Olivier, Mellieha MLH 1024, was 
closed for business between Friday, 14 August and Saturday, 22 August 2009, 
both days included. 

17 August 
The Sub-Post Office at Rose Bazaar, 133, Triq Santa Ma::-ija, Ghaxaq GXQ 1714, 
was closed for business between Monday, 17 August and Saturday, 29 August 
2009, both days included. 

17 August 
The Malta Communications Authority (MCA) issued a report on the Consultation 
Document and Proposed Decision titled "Accounting Sqaration and publication 
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of financial information by MaltaPost plc", which it had published in April 
2009. This report on consultation and decision contains a summary of the issues 
discussed in the consultation document; a summary of the feedback received from 
the respondents; the MCA's position in relation to these comments; as well as the 
MCA's decision. 

19 August 
The Malta Communications Authority (MCA) issued a Consultation Paper titled 
"Postal Sector - Managing Common Operational Issues in a Multi-Operator 
Environment". This document consulted on the MCA's proposal to introduce a 
set of minimum standards setting out the duties and obligations of licensed postal 
operators (i.e. postal operators operating services falling within the scope of the 
universal service) relating to common inter-operator issues that will arise in a 
multi-operator environment. The objective of the proposed minimum standards is to 
minimise postal operator and consumer confusion in a multi-operator environment, 
thereby ensuring promrt handling and delivery of postal articles. The common 
operational issues discussed in this consultation applied to: 

• the identification of mail as carried by a postal operator; 

• accessing elements cf the postal infrastructure and services; 

• the timely and efficient extraction and repatriation of mail which has entered the 
postal facilities of a postal operator which is not the intended operator; and 

• the redirection of misdirected customer enquiries. 

24 August 
The Sub-Post Office at Welcome Bazaar, Misrah Frenc A be la, Dingli DGL 1081, 
was closed for business between Monday, 24 August and Friday, 28 August 2009, 
both days included. 

2 September 
On 2 September 2009, the National Statistics Office issued News Release 153/2009 
highlighting the post and telecommunications statistics for the second quarter 
(April - June) 2009. According to these statistics, in the quarter under review, 
total postal traffic amounted to around 10.8 million items of which the absolute 
bulk represented letters and other printed items (down from 10.97 million items 
for the same quarter of :he previous year, but up from 10.3 million items for the 
first quarter of 2009). Tie total number of parcels sent through the national post 
in the period under review was 20,830 (compared to 17,793 in the same quarter of 
the previous year, and 17,383 in the first quarter of 2009). 
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3 September 
On the occasion of the lOth Anniversary of 
the setting up of the Gozo Philatelic Society, 
a special hand postmark - Gozo Philatelic 
Society -1999-2009- Victoria, Gozo, Malta 
03 .09.2009 - was used at the MaltaPost 
Victoria Gozo branch on Thursday, 3 
September 2009. This special postmark was 
designed by Gozitan philatelist Anthony 
Grech, a member of the Gozo Philatelic 
Society. 

7 September 
The Sub-Post Office at Aquavel, Triq San Bartilmew, Gharghur GHR 1014, was 
closed for business between Monday, 7 September and Monday, 14 September 
2009, both days included. 

9 September 
The ninth Philatelic Bureau card (PB09) in the 
series being issued by MaltaPost on a date when 
the day, month and year coincide - 09.09.09 
-was issued on Wednesday, 9 September 
2009. This card, retailing at €3 .50, carried 
a €2.50 stamp from the set 'Vintage Postal 
Transportation' which was issued in April 
2009, cancelled with a handstamp showing the 
09.09.09 date. 

10 September 
MaltaPost plc notited that the €0.19 stamp 
of the XIII Edition of the Games of the Small 
States of Europe set which had been issued in 
June 2009, was reprinted and made available 
for sale as from Thursday, 10 September 
2009. The stamp is 44.0mm x 3l.Omm in 
size with a perforation of 13.9 x 14.0 (comb). 
The stamps were printed on Maltese Crosses 
watermarked paper by Printex Limited, and 
are available in sheets of ten. 
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14 September 
The Sub-Post Office at Alessio's Old Cottage, 12, Triq il-Parrocca, Mqabba MQB 
1511, was closed for business between Monday, 14 September and Saturday, 19 
September 2009, both days included. 

16 September 
On Wednesday, 16 September 2009, MaltaPost plc issued a set of four stamps 
portraying typical scenes from the Maltese landscape, titled "Scenery". This set is 
the second issue in the "Scenery" collection, following the first issued in October 

2007. The stamps, designed by Stefan Attard, 
depict the rough seas at Qbajjar - Reqqa Point or 
Gt1ar il-Qamh, Gozo (€0.02 stamp), the Gnejna 
watchtower (€0.07 stamp), the salt pans at 
Qbajjar (actually found along the sea coast from 
Xwejni to Wied il-Ghasri), Gozo (€0.37 stamp), 
and a view of the Ggantija Temples in Xaghra, 
Gozo ( € 1.02 stamp). The stamps in this set are 
44.0mm x 3l.Omm in size, with a perforation 
of 13.9 x 14.0 (comb). The stamps were offset 
printed on Maltese Crosses watermarked paper by 
Printex Limited, and are available in sheets often. 
MaltaPost plc issued a special commemorative 
dcuble-ringed handstamp to cancel the stamps on 
the first day of issue (on FDC No. 7/2009). The 

hands tamp was inscribed "MALTAPOST - ------------- - MALT A" in the outer 
ring and "SCENERY/JUM IL-HRUG/16.09.09" in the inner ring. The MaltaPost 
Philatelic Bureau featured these stamps in the stamp bulletin No. 277. 

The €0.37 stamp depicLng the Qbajjar salt pans was selected to form part of the 
second joint stamp issue (in a series of 3) in the SEPAC (Small European Postal 
Administration CooperaLon) collection called "Beautiful Corners of Europe 2", with 
the common theme chosen for this year being "Scenery". The SEPAC collection 
includes a special folder containing the 12 SEPAC stamps issued this year, one 
from each member postal administration (namely, Aland Post, Faroe Islands Post, 
Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau, Post Greenland, Guernsey Post, Iceland Post, Isle of Man 
Post, Jersey Post, Liechtenstein Post Corporation, Luxembourg Post, MaltaPost and 
Monaco Post). The SEPAC folder was printed by Davo Publications of De venter (The 
Netherlands), with 9,000 copies behg put on the market. This folder was available 
for sale from all MaltaPost branches and from the Mobile V an as from Monday, 19 
October 2009. 
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19 September 
The Sub-Post Office at 51, Triq Gorg Borg Olivier, Mellieha MLH 1024, was 
closed for business on Saturday, 19 September 2009. 

1 October 
MaltaPost plc informed that between the I October 2009 and 14 June 2010, the St. 
Julians branch situated within the premises of the Lombard 3ank plc in Triq Paceville, 
was to open for business from Monday to Friday between 8.30 am and 2.30 pm. 

7 October 
MaltaPost plc informed the public that a number of postal articles were stolen by 
unknown person/s during the course of delivery in St. Paul's Bay the previous 
week. These postal articles were intended for addresses in: Triq il-Lampuka, Triq 
ic-Caghaq, Triq Patri Felic Sammut, Triq il-Kahli, Triq ~-Arznell, Triq 1-Ghabex, 
Triq iz-Zernieq, Triq Censu Tanti, Triq il-Mistrieh, Triq il-Gifen, Triq 1-Ibhra, Triq 
Paderborn, Triq il-Hatab, Triq il-Gwiebi, Triq il-Hgejjeg, Triq Damasku, Misrah 
il-Bajja and Triq il-Pijunieri. This incident was reported tc the Police and the Malta 
Communications Authority for their necessary action acc:)fding to law. MaltaPost 
plc apologised for the incident. The mail in question was in a post-person's private 
car which was stolen from Paderborn Street, while the 30-year-old post-woman 
was delivering mail in the locality. 

9 October 
A Temporary Branch Post Office was 
set up at the Green Lounge of the Hotel 
Phoenicia, Floriana, between Friday, 9 
October and Sunday, 11 October 2009, 
during the opening hours of the tenth 
edition of the MAL TEX Philatelic 
Exhibition organised by the Malta 
Philatelic Society. The Temporary 
Branch was open between 9 .OOam and 
6.00pm on Friday and Saturday, and 
between 9.00am and 12.00 noon on 

'~ 
1 Oth Anniver&ary 

Sunday. Services on offer at this Temporary Branch included the sale of stamps, 
philatelic products and other postal services. All mail posted at this Branch was 
cancelled with a special cancellation hand postmark which was inscribed "Maltex 
2009 - 9-11 October- Hotel Phoenicia- Floriana- Malta" and included the logo 
of the exhibition. 
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For this special event, MaltaPost issued an Occasion Card and a Postal Card. The 
Occasion Card, No. 22 i:1 the series, features the imprinted €2.00 stamp issued in 
April2009 to commemo:-ate the 1 Qth anniversary of the euro. The stamp reproduces 
the replica image of the new €2.00 coin issued in January 2009 to celebrate the 
ten years since the founcation of the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU). The 
Postal Card, No. 31 in tl:e series, carries the imprinted €1.19 stamp issued earlier 
in 2009 as part of the EUROPA 2009 stamp set (marking the International Year of 
Astronomy). A personalised stamp with the Maltex logo to commemorate Maltex's 
lOth anniversary was also issued for this exhibition. 

9 October 
The Malta Communications Authority (MCA) published an overview of the 
MCA's Household Market Research on Postal Services. The key purpose of 
this research was to assess the extent of consumer satisfaction with the services 
provided by MaltaPost plc (the Universal Service Provider). The target population 
for this survey consisted of private households from localities in Malta and 
Gozo. The 2009 research contained in this report was based on a survey carried 
out by EMCS of 553 households - the survey was conducted by telephone 
during June 2009. Where applicable, the report provides trends with a similar 
survey conducted in 2006 by the National Statistics Office. The research report 
concluded that househo~ds are sending and receiving less mail when compared 
to 2006. The majority of households (55.5%) claimed that the main reason for 
the decrease in addressed letters sent is due to on-line e-commerce and internet 
services. The majority of people (64.9%) were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
with MaltaPost's website. 78.7% of the households interviewed stated that they 
had never used MaltaPc-st's website. MaltaPost's shutdown did not seem to be 
an issue among customers. In fact, only 0.9% commented that they were not 
satisfied with these shudowns. 

More people were satisfied with MaltaPost's registered mail and parcel post 
service. The majority of people (72%) were still not aware of MaltaPost's 
complaint handling procedures. The main source of complaint related to 
misdelivery (34.7%), followed by loss or substantial delay (16.3%). Though the 
majority of the people (53%) highlighted that the service provided by MaltaPost 
had remained the same over the previous 12 months, there was a significant 
increase in the number Jf people who said that the service had improved over 
the same period (44% when compared to 25% in 2006). The majority of the 
people confirmed that the service was either fairly good (62%) or very good 
(23%). 
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