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'Nizza': 
A Method Used for Sealing Letters 

Chev. Dr. Alfred Bonnici 

Pietro Fanfani- Dizionario della Lingua Italiana (Firenze, 1881) defines 
NIZZA; "Quella linguetta con la quale si sigillavano le lettere in antico come si 
dichiara nell' esempio: Scnsovin, Segret. 23 [i.e. the erudite Francesco Tatti known 
as Sansovino (1521-1586) in his work "Del Segretario, libri VII, Venezia, 1568]. 
"La carte usa comunemente di chiuder le lettere dall.un de'capi e Tagliando il 
garolo o nizza dal pie della carta, si fora quasi nel mezzo la lettera che e piegata, 
e vi si caccia dentro il girolo ec" 

P. Petrocchi -Novo Dizionario Universale della Lingua Italiana (Milano, 
1908) "Linguetta delle lettere antiche per sigillarle (Sansovin); Sopracarta (Cesare 
Coporali, perugino,Sec.XVI; Giovanni Gherardini, milanese 1778-1861)" 

Salvatore Battaglia- 'Jrande Dizionario della Lingua Italiana (Torino, 1981) 
"Linguetta di carta che ~m tempo era adoperata per chiudere le lettere: veniva 
introdotta con un apposi:o attrezzo attraverso il foglio piegato e fissata a questa 
con la ceralacca del sigillo ". 

Nicola Zingarelli- Vocabolario della Lingua Italiana (Milano, 1930 e 1953), 
simply states "Linguetta di carta, Girolo" but he is the only one who indicates the 
possible etymology of NIZZA as being the Latin word "META ", and none of the 
above gave any indicatio•1 why it was used. 

One of the deadliest diseases that afflicted humanity was the Black Death--­
Plague. It was first reported in Europe in the middle ages and whenever there was an 
outbreak, it caused death to thousands of people, and disrupted economies of nations. 
Strict quarantine was imposed, and so no food could be imported or exported. The 
first plague epidemic that visited Malta according to A Ferres, occurred in 1270. 
(2) In order that it did not spread to other countries, severe sanitary and quarantine 
precautions had to be imposed, by European States, and quarantine stations called 
Lazarettos were built, in all major European ports. (3). 

John Ho ward in 1778 published a paper "An Account of the Principal Lazarettos 
in Europe" in which he describes the Lazarettos of Marseille, Genoa, La Spezia, 
Leghorn, Venice, Trieste, Naples, Messina, Venice, Trieste, Zanta, Corfu, and 
Malta. (4) 

On the 20th March 1348 the first sanitary council was set up in Venice, which 
authorised the isolation of infected ships, etc (5) 
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In 1374, quarantine laws were first passed in Reggio Calabria by Count Bernardo, 
and in 1403 the Venetians, followed by Genoa in 1467, c.nd by Marseilles in 1526. 
(6) 

Quarantine measures were enforced in Malta during the Middle Ages, (7), but 
were more strictly enforced by the Order in Malta, on its arrival here, adopting the 
procedures which they had evolved during their stay in Rhodes. (8). 

The first explicit claim to observation of a living micro-organism in causing 
plague was made in 1658 by the Jesuit Priest Athanasius Kircher (9), but the real 
cause and method of transmission of Plague remained unknown,- various causes 
being attributed to its cause, e.g. bad air, and paper, until1894. 

To day we know that the main transmission is: Bacillus pestis in Rat - Flea 
-Man (10). 

It was during an epidemic in Hong Kong (11) in 1894, that the causal organism 
was discovered by Yersin, and Kitasato independenJy (12), in infected rats 
Rattus rattus and Rattus norvegicus (13), the Bacillus being named Bacillus 
Pestis.(Pasturella Pestis. (14). 

The method of transmission was by means of a flea Xenopsylla cheopis, and 
Ceratophyllusfasciatus, (15), which sucked the infected rat's blood, going on to a 
human or another rat, and by biting them infect them. So the transmission is Rat 
-Flea-Man. 

Engraving by Geupy: 'A view of the city of Malta on the side of :he Lazzaretto or Pest House, 
where ships pe~form quarantine.' 
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In Europe paper was always considered as being one of the methods of 
transmission of plague, so during the whole reign of the Order in Malta (1530-
1798) letters, were strictly disinfected. This has been corroborated by various 
postal history authors among which we find; 

1\ «?'""'t· (?,c.c~ ,,'i! G'!._'5;cjn• tJm ,,G~,.,,. nom\,~ t;""<f»· S\wG, ·j"·'l' n><f<{;;<f•<• •)"" '1"1"'""" a~cij·\k-;G""\1" 
~r G.\d)'l .\ll,ln.\ · f1muf ~i·yuu:- ..::r..:~·tt- f)·ln:;tS.t .:t··mf7:R'-· ~.;ff:.~ J~Jttn.:m utnd'"~l ~-:uS.:: : ~)u.: 11put-· nt VJr.nu F~e 
:::w;,•.;,-,., f"'fl.r ~n :\-..·t<.:.:-c; • 61;-.1l ... n 'f' u~n~..::::.e :.:=.:•r~r f01f.:; -:--· "'tj'n.~tCt--.\:.. ~no ·~f•en'ih .. s fnl:"i -i/· ~...Q.., ... t1.\"'~­
"f~~fnf.:J: .1nnu_r 1n t~..:tJ n- '\'ob'• u,E~al f',_.u,t•.r uf' fmr tu':_")\nlf -f -~rmtSttc pur~c: ..tfi.lu.tfi.. :l:..f1,~;'.,f~~ 
;oHtf ,•5,1 f;._-c fOa.t n•n{;,i: mutua- ~ ,.Mi.'o : -~ y..-.fh:: )-"ll~ret-·· ~ nfuy. _iunctil]" ~t..11.f m.fu!ttnl·1~'"' .,uc- fnr-.\~0 l'JXA.rn 

~i..1 . ':\1~5ujh 1.11 . ;:..:,.J. ~·41~1 l"l:::)ltHf 111 g.,,:;:;:;;·.,~"·n~· na- tSi:. -foJ.:-11.ttf .:>.f'tf:,~ut allHrtttp, tn£{, pmr:·~-~:Sm,t6 ;:::p 

::-tf-~'1-Sft.:: fm~. Ct- A; -tCt-~Ct fw;'ir .\ffrnt_f t.)tH.f. ;~;, lhl. nnh~hH' ·11.. -;;:;;. fht.!..T"'"f· \n th1R.1 t7'a CI:JI.-rn.-cG;f~ 
cJbJ -pl.·.~rn punnS'i.r ,-;:-1.. ~F- v.:mJ r~crn .:1:" Gn."'):.:-;.\G} pur \:c-c ,l., yf~uuop, •. t;;p;:"d!An't~, -p:-fb.-:.r ·l'u~ ,~r.: ~ 
G:nr f:; £.')'.::}1":::" H) 1fl'o [';:.~ -y:Gu hm~·nm • \:J,d'..: ~ . 

-rt . .;J"G'.y-.~ ""\v.:~·.,n·.\ rl}\_fJ,Iti -~ 
; ~~.;:-n:L.::.;... hH~f -;:-

....~tt--'""\ct•ctf 

.:-;.::•.:t.i1.•m•UJ 

Letter undated, (14111 century), written in Latin, sent from Venice by Dr ]acobus de Verona to his son 
in Bolognia, telling him that Plague was expected to break out, due to the bad humid weather. 

G F lngrassia p 171, stating; "Perche la carta efatta di pezze di legno", and "Le 
lettere pigliano infezione benche meno per esser lisce" because it was considered 
as being susceptible for transmission, any substance, that was "peloso", where the 
"miasma" disease, could hide (16). 

C. FE DELE- M. GALLEN GA, (1667), in Quademi di Storia Postale -.X , Prato 
(1988)- Strade, corrieri e poste dei Papi dal Medioevo al1870, says "della qualita 
di carta da evitare in tempo di epidemia preferendo quella di qualita superiore, 
secca. ( 17), and L.A.MURATORI. Modena. (1722)., stating; "Da altri si crede 
che la carta, e per consequenza le lettere, non contaggano l'infezione per cagione 
della loro superficie con~istente e liscia. Trattandosi nondimeno di risparmiare I 
pericoli, s'ha da ritenere la saggia cautela di profumare." (18) 

There were various methods of cleansing or purification of letters. The most 
common 15th century method was the sprinkling of vinegar, or actually immersing 
it in a bucket of water o::- vinegar, which was frequently followed by smoking I 
fumigation /slitting (19) 

Teall1947 says,. "The smoke from straw, burning tobacco, or sulphur, steam 
from charcoal fires, the evaporation of camphorated vinegar and smoke from pitch 
or gun powder all seem tc have been used at one time and another", and Ancona in 
1951 stated "In Malta, in addition to dipping in vinegar letters from the orient were 
laid in a case on a wire grate under which straw and perfumes were burnt" (20) 
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These methods often made the contents of the letters undecipherable. 
During early British rule the same sanitary and quarantine precautions continued 

to be observed, and Proclamations were issued from time to time, first by Captain 
Alexander J Ball, R.N. (1799-1801; 1802-09) (21), and later by his successors. 

On the 7 November 1804, Sir Alexander John Ball appointed a "Comitato di 
Salute Publica" Per Le Isole di Malta, e Gozo, composed of; Head of Comitato 
di Salute Publica, Dr Luigi Caruana; Baron Gauci and Dr Vincenzo Azzopardi 
as Commissari di Sanita., Membri; Il Marchese Mario Testaferrata; Dr Franklin; 
Gregorio Mattei; Edmund Noble; Dr Fisico Giuseppe Cia~ a; Il Cav. Paolo Sciberras 
Bologna; (22). Other comitati di salute followed from time to time. 

An Advertisement- Avis so issued on the 12May 1813 by J .Thomas, Presidente di 
Comitato di Salute, and J. Cast Miller Secretary, stipulate(. among other instructions 
that, "papers (letters) had to be smoked".(23) 

Lieutenant General Sir Hildebrand Oakes, G .C.B. (181 0-13), Civil Commissioner 
issued the first Regulations for the Performance of Quarantine at Malta - Article 
XLI. (24) 

"All Communication by Letter with Persons in Quararttine in the Lazzaret, and 
on Board Ship is prohibited excepting through the medh;m of the Health Officers. 
All Letters must be received by the Health Officers ar:.d forwarded to the Post 
Office, the precaution of dipping such Letters in Vinegar a::1d fumigating them being 
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Smoked Letter 

always observed, care alw being taken when several Letters or papers are enclosed 
together that the Cover be slit open, and when parcels of Letters are very Bulky, or 
when they are suspected to contain Patterns of Cloth, they must be opened for the 
purpose of being fumigated, and sealed again with the Health Office Seal." . 

This fumigation process necessitated that the letters when opened could be read, 
with the consequence that confidentiality was breached. In fact during British rule, 
when considerable intrigue, was going on about the future of Malta, prior to the 
treaty of Paris, it gave the government an excellent opportunity to scrutinise the 
contents of all incoming correspondence (25). 

In order to preserve confidentiality, and at the same time fumigate letters, 
"ONLY" Popes, Kings, Dukes, Grand Masters, Ambassadors, and the Courts 
in Italy could make use of a specially designed wrapper called NIZZA to seal 
their letters, in such a manner, that two sides of the letter remained unsealed, and 
so fumigation could take place without the letter being opened, and therefore 
confidentiality respected. 

Method of closing a letter by means of a nizza 
There were two meth:::>ds of closing letters by means of a nizza. 
The first method, is n:::>rmally found, when only one sheet of paper, was used: 

1. A piece of right angled triangular paper (called nizza), was cut from the left 
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\ Letter 
opened 
and sealed 
during 
British 
rule. 

hand side of the letter, measuring about 1 to 2cm at tte base, with a right angle 
side on its left, the right side tapering to a point, extending to three fourth's 
of the letter. 

2. The letter was then folded in half, and 
3. again in half horizontally, when 
4. finally it was folded in half vertically. 
5. A small slit was done vertically going through all the folds. 
6. The tip of the tapering piece of paper was inserted through the slit and folded, 

the free end of its base was folded round the letter, the wide part passing on 
top of this pointed end, both ends being held together on top of each other by 
means of a special black adhesive, which was then, 

7. subjected to a special hand press bearing the coat of <:rms of the sender, which 
become embossed on the nizza. 

The second method, normally found when the letter consists of more than one 
sheet: 

The same procedure as in the one sheet letter described is followed, with the 
difference that this time the nizza, is obtained from a different piece of paper, 
leaving the letter intact. 

The incision going through all the folds of the letter is done this time horizontally, 
and the tip of the nizza is folded in the following manner. 
1. the tip of the nizza is folded at its base, which is refereed to as the base axis, 
2. the middle ofthis base axis forms 90 degrees with the tip, which is then pleated 

forty five degrees on either side, 
3. the tip is inserted through the horizontal slit, folding neatly at its insertion, 
4. the wider part of the nizza is now folded neatly round the letter to go over the 

tip, holding it in place by means of an adhesive. 
5. Finally the nizza is subjected to the pressure of a hand press and the coat of 

arms of the individual embossed on it. 
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The first method 

l. One sheet letter, 
showing hum where the 
nizza is cut. 

,1. It is now folded 
vertically in half. 

The second method 

Diagratn of 
niz:t.a taken 
from another 
sheet. 

How the pleats will appear 

Right angled 
tr:angular piece 
is~utfrornright 

si<de of letter. 
T'Iis is called 
nizza. 

5. A vertical slit 
though all folds is 
n:ade. 

2. The letter is folded 
horizontally in half. 

6. The tip of the nizza is 
inserted through the slit, aud 
folded to the right 

Axis 
of first 
pleat 

Basis 
axis 

Axis of second 
pleat 

Final pleats of nizza 

3. It is folded horizontally 
again in half. 

7. The wide base of the nizza 
is folded over the right side 
of the letter, so that this 
wide part ·will by means of 
an adhisivc at the tjp of the 
nizza. This wide part will be 
finally subjected to a hand 
-press showing the coat-of­
arms of the individual. 

Central 
point axis 
of pleats 



Letter by Grand Master Jean L'Aveque de la Cassiere showing Nizza with wafer seal of the Grand 
Master, addressed to Cardinal Farnese in Rome.( I) 

Final appearance of the letter, bearing the Address on the front, and the Paper 
Seal on the back. 

Both types of nizza have the advantage of sealing the letter, but at the same time 
the side of the letter over which the nizza passed remained open to the air, and could 
be fumigated without opening the letter, and hence confidentiality respected (26) 

However, not all Kings in Europe made use of this method. 
In theN ational Archives of Malta, there are letters dating to 1528, from Emperor 

Charles V, King of Spain, Head of the Holy Roman Empire, to G .M Philippe Villiers 
de L'Isle- Adam, (1530-34), when still in Italy, which are totally sealed. (27) . 

. ;r 

-> 1 

G.M. Verdalle 28.3 83, to Serenissima Madama Margerita d' Austria. closed by nizza.(28) 
showing insertion cuts. 
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Letter written by G.M. Martin Garzes (1595-1601) dated 4'11, June 1596, to The Duke of Parma 
Ranuccio Farnese, (1569-1622), closed by means of a nizza (29). 

Another method used for fumigating letters, including MALTA, was by means 
of slitting them by various means, eg a chisel (30), (31) 

From 1836 onwards, these chisel slits were accompanied by various hand 
stamps. 

Letters sealed by means of a nizza, when opened up, will show the slit in 
every quadrant, through which the nizza went through, consequently Mr Godwin 
Said together with Messrs Christies Robson Lowe, and Messrs Harmers (33), 
have wrongly described these slits, as being the Official Chisel Disinfection Slits 
described by Meyer.(32) 

In 1734 Messina in Sicily was invaded by plague, and Dr P.Pollacco a plague 
expert from Venice was called to Messina to conduct a general depurgation of the 
stricken city. After carrying out the depurgation he wrote a detailed report on the 
various steps he had taken to stamp out the plague. A copy of this report, dated 18 
February 1744, was sent :o Malta, and is included in a set of manuscripts in the 
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---
Grand Master Pinto's 1748 letter to Toulouse, wrongly described by Mr Godwin Said and others, 
as having disinfection slits. The slits shown, are the slits of the tip of the Nizza, which went through 
the letter. 

·~ 

)::~~~:,.~~· 

I 

...._ f'l>t.oll .. •t"t_, ... t~><·-.v.·•••••no.u·tM<~ 

.. tvvt;omt 
••••vr••l4'<.....,.·><•~u·••-.. ~ 

"[ 

'/ ;·· ! ~· . 

. ~ . "I I" 
......... '1, ....... ........_ .... _,.""''h• ... ~·~··'-'~ ........................ ~, 

Pll,~>f •ll"l$1" 

"\ \>< .. \ 

"' '"' .ltn ..... .,.,.., . .,..,.., .... ...,.n,..t "'t~ 

«> " "'"l" '"""""""""'"''"'' ......... ~. ~ .. "' ~ .. ,. 

H 07'1....... .. ~y·[. '"' 
•-I•N"""'"~·w. ....... ,. · u-ou• ..._.,~v....,, ................ ,...,...,_, 

Some chisel slits 
usedfrom1832 

~ onwards in Malta, 
f ~-j" 'j 4 j" ·'l--.(

4 

as described by 
LL-------L-------1-----......II..o. ........................ .llll lUeyer. 
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Dr P. Polacco's report dated !8 February 1744, black lines showing the oblique slitting, (a piece 
of dark paper had been introduced in the cuts). (35) 

Malta Public Library. It :onsists of ten handwritten sheets. Each sheet is incised 
by eight slits, four on each side, each slit about 3.5cm in length. This date is the 
earliest recorded use of slits for disinfection.(34) 

Earliest recorded dates in Malta (as of to day), of letters by means of a nizza 
in; 
1. Private Collections. 

27 March 1575.from G.M. Jean L'Aveque de la Cassiere, French (1572-
1581). 
To Cardinal Alessandro Famese (1520-1589), nephew of Pope Paul111 (1534) 
Alessandro Fame se (1468-1549) (36). 

2. Malta National Archives. 
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King Henry VIII letter dated 1522, to G.M. Philippe Villiers de L'Isle-Adam 
(1530-1534), when ~till in Italy.(37) 
French King? letter to G.M. Philippe Villiers de L'!sle Adam., when still in 
Italy, dated 9 March 1528 (38) 



G.M.Jean de la Valette (1557-1568), letter sent to ~he Universita at Mdina, 
exhorting them to take care of art objects in the Cathedral., dated 27 May 
1561 (39). 
Museum and Library of the Order of St John, St Jo:1n's Gate- Clerkenwell. 
U.K. 
The earliest recorded letter in the archive sealed by ::neans of a nizza is dated 
14 June 1532. Written in French, by G.M. Philippe Villiers de L'Isle Adam, 
to the Ambassadour pour il Roy , concerning galleys of the Order that were 
sent against the Ottoman Empire.(40) 

3. Mdina Museum 
In spite of extensive research, helped by prominent Postal History colleagues 
both in Malta and Overseas, I have not yet found a satisfactory explanation 
why this piece of paper sealing these letters is calld a "NIZZA" 
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Mail from Marseille - Malta ; 
Messageries I Nationales - lmperiales 

1853-1874 
Chev. Dr. Alfred Bonnici 

MESSAGERIES NATIONALES- 28th February 1851 
MARITIMES des MESSAGERIES NATIONALES -19th January 1853 

MARITIMES IMPERIALES - 3rd November 1853 
MESSAGERIES MARITIMES (MM)- 1871 

With the advent of steam, on the 2nd July 1835, the French Government set up 
a State owned steamship service- "SERVICE DES PAQUEBOTS A V APEUR 
DE LA MEDITERRANEE", inaugurated on the 7th April 1937, to operate 
between Marseille and the Levant, calling en route at Malta. 

On the 7th April 1837, a notice was issued containing the following 
information. 

"A regular paquebots ship service would start as from the 1st of May 1837, betvveen 
Marseille and ports in the Levant. 

The departure and return would be every ten days without interruption, departing 
from Marseilles on the lst,llth,2lst, and return from Constantinople every 6th, 
16th, 26th, every month, stopping at: 

Livourne, Civita-Vecchia, Naples, MALTHE, Syra, Sn~yrne, and returning by 
the same route". 

The notice continues giving details for Alexandria, Constantinople, departures, 
and passenger accommodation rates. 

Ten steamers, were ordered and were operated by the French Navy's 
Marine Corps. Initially, each was armed with canon, and was officially classed 
as a "ship of war". Their commanders were classed as Lieutenants de Vaisseau 
de Premiere Classe and had 42 marines on board. The sjips were to be used to 
carry mail and passengers. Letters were endoresed in mc.nuscript "Col Pachetto 
a vapore de Guerra Francese". (Figure 3) 

The ships were: RHAMISES, MENTOR, LEONIDAS, TANCREDE, DANTE, 
LYCURGUE, M/NOS, SCAMANDRE, EUROTAS, SESOSTRIS. R.Salles, La 
Poste Maritime Francaise. 

The LEONIDAS, MENTOR, TANCREDE, LYCURGUE, EUROTAS, 
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SCAMANDER were transferred in October 1851 to "Messageries Nationales". 
In 1848, six more ships were added named: 
CA/RE, ALEXANDRE, EGYPTUS, OSIRIS, NIL, LOUQSOR, and they were 

transferred to the "Messageries Nationales" in October 1851 (R. Salles pll, D. 
Haws p.2, H. Tristant p.20) 

At this time in France, road communications were in the hands of a State 
operated concern known as:"MESSAGERIES NATIONALES", carrying post 
by stage coach, but the growth of the private railway network was replacing this, 
and because of their postal experience, it was decided that the steamship postal 
services should be handed to them. 

So, on the 28th Feb ~ 851, the first postal convention for a postal service in the 
Meditenanean, was signed between the Ministry of Finance and Messageries 
Nationales, ratified on the 8th July 1851, as law No 3,057. 

The service consiste:i of: .-------------, 
Three voyages per month between MARSEILLE and 

MALTA, (calling at ports along the coast of Italy), so 
picking up mail from tte Italian ports. This was called 
"LIGNE INDIRECT D"ITALIE" and remained in force 
up to August 1864. (Figures 1, la & 2) 

Three voyages per month between MARSEILLE 
and CONSTANTINOPLE, via SYRA, ATHENS 
-PIREUS 

Figure 1. 

Two voyages per month between MARSEILLE and ALEXANDRIA. 

During September 1851 the Company acquired from Messrs Cie Rostand three 
paquebots, namely; 

HELLESPONT, BOSPHORE, and ORONTE, and during October 1851 to 
February 1852 the Company acquired another thirteen paquebots, namely; 

LEONIDAS, NIL(l),TANCREDE, ALEXANDRIA, SCAMANDRE(l), 
MENTO, THLEMAQUE, EGYPTUS, LYCURGUE, OSIRIS, CA/RE, 
LOUQSOR(l), EUROTAS. 

On the 19th January 1853 the Company separated their road activities from 
their shipping ones and the; "Compagnie des Services MARITIMES des 
MESSAGERIES NATIONALES" was formed, SESTORIS being returned to 
the Navy. (Figure 3) 

As these ships because oftheir size, poor cargo capacity, and navy type engines, 
were uneconomical, the :::ompany decided to buy the Louis Benet yard at La Ciotat, 
where the future Company fleet was to be built, the first vessel delivered on the 
12th July 1852, being the PERICLES,followed more or less at yearly intervals by 
THABOR Oct 53, SINAI June 54, CARMEL]an 55, Danube I Dec 55, CYNDUS 
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Dec 56, PHASE May 58, NEVA March 59. 
In 1853 Napoleon Ill converted his Presidency into a 

Monarchy, and as the "Compagnie des Services Maritimes 
des Messageries Nationales" had Royal patronage, :.t 
changed its name on the 3rd November 1853 to: 

"Compagnie des Services Maritimes Imperiales'', 
also known as "Royal Mail Company". (Figures 4 & 5) 

On the 13th April 1854 an agreement was signed wib 
the Greek Government permitting calls at designated Greek Figure4. 

ports -principally Pireus. The Company was also awarded a mail contract for 
the Marseille - Algeries, Marseille - Bone- La Gollette, Tunis and Marseille 
- Oran routes. 

The departure time for these routes being 15.00 hrs every third day. 
In 1854 to meet these new needs, fourteen new ships were ordered for delivery 

over an eighteen month period, and EUPHRATE (1), GANGES (1), and INDUS 
(1), were bought from the bankrupt Australasian Pacific Mail Steam Packet Co, 
which on the outbreak of the Cri mean war in October were used as troop transports 
to Constantinople and the Crimea. D.Haws. 

The other ships being: 
HYDASPE Dec 54, CLYDE ]an 55, TAMISE ]an 55, SIMOIS Mar 55, 

JOURDAIN July SS, MITIDJAH Aug SS, CHELIFF Sep 55, BORRYSTHENE 
]an 56, MEANDRE Mar 56, MERSEY Mar 56. 

In 1857 the fleet now numbered fifty seven ships, anc on the 29th May 1857 
being State owned, the mail contracts for the Levant were ::-enewed, with the Black 
Sea destination added. 

On the 4th September 1870 the Third French Republic ~as formed and all Royal 
titles were abolished, so the Company, in 1871, changed its name to: "Compagnie 
des Messageries Maritimes." (MM), and continued to be the French State's 
chosen carrier for the Indian Ocean and Asiatic seaboads, and Islands of the 
Pacific from Japan down to New Zealand. 

Postal rates. 
Between 1851 and 1856 the postal rate was 10 decimes (lFranc) per 7 112 

grammes - (Y4 ounce) if paid on departure, double rate if paid on arrival at 
destination. The rate being written in ink, on the front of the entire. (Figure 6) 

On the 24th September 1856, a new Postal Convention had been concluded 
between, the G .P .0. London and the French Post Office, which stipulated a reduced 
rate of 8 decimes for 40. grs, from 1st January 1857, (Figure 7) so Mr F. Hill 
of the London GPO, wrote on the 3rd December 1856, to the Malta Packet Agent, 
informing him about this new convention, stating; 

17 



"The total combined rate of postage upon letters posted in France or Algeria 
addressed to Malta, or posted in Malta addressed to France or Algeria, will be the 
same, ( 4d per 1f4 ounce for prepaid letters, and 8d per 1f4 ounce for unpaid letters) 
whether these letters are conveyed by a British or French Packet" 

"The principle of charging a higher rate for unpaid letters received, than for 
paid letters despatched, will apply not only to letters between Malta and France, 
but also to letters conveyed by French packets between Malta and other places 
in Turkey, Syria, or Egypt, at which France maintains Post Offices, and, upon 
this last class of letters, the British Office will in future be entitled to be credited 
with a British rate both upon paid letters sent to Malta and upon unpaid letters 
sent from Malta, the postage upon which letters will be collected by the French 
Office" 

"The rates to be accauntedfor to France by your office are as follows: 
Paid letters addressed to France or Algeria.............................. lf20c 

per ounce. 
Unpaid letters despatched from France addressed to Malta ............ 3fs.40c. 

per ounce. 
Paid letters addressed to Foreign Countries the correspondence of which shall 

be transmitted through France, or unpaid letters from those countries addressed 
to Malta, see the rates as set forth in Table H. 

Paid letters conveyed by French Packet addressed to the French Offices in 
Turkey, Syria, or Egypr. ................................................ lflOc per ounce. 

Memo; The same rate is to be accounted for on letters for Salonica- at which 
France does not maintain a Post Office. 

Unpaid letters received by French Packet from the French offices in Turkey 
Syria, or Egypt addressed to Malta ................................... lfSOc per ounce. 

Memo: The same rate is to be accounted for on letters received from 
Salonica. 

Paid letters forwarded by French Packet to the Ports of Italy, or Greece ... 60c 
per ounce 

Memo: Upon letters brought to Malta from Ports of Italy or Greece no rate 
will be accounted for to France by the British Office, as the French Post Office 
will have received payment of its postage from the despatching office". 

"As only the French rate, however, will have been received and France will not, 
therefore account to the British Office, for any postage on such letters, a British 
rate of one penny per% ounce, must in future be collected, on the delivery of the 
letters sent from Malta to the Ports of Italy or Greece." 

Hand Stamps used 
According to the convention of the 28th February 1851, "Agents des Postes" 

on board "MESSAGERIES IMPERIALES paquebots" (figure 8a), were 

18 



Figure la. "LJGNE INDIRECT D'JTALIE"- Marseille - Gen.~s- Livorno- Civita Vecchia 
- Napoli - Messine - Malte. 
M.l. ORONTE picked up this entire at Livorno on 21102/54 - Malte 2510211854 

r 

Figure 2. "LIGNE INDIRECT D'ITALIE" - Marseille -Genes - Livorno- Civita Vecchia 
- Napoli - Messine- Malte. 
M.I. HELLESPONT picked up this entire at Livorno on 21102154 - Malte 25/0211854 
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Figure3. 

E.L. to Livorno 
from French 
Post Office at 
Alexandria on 
the 8th December 
1849 by French 
ship SESOSTR1S 
endorsed 
"Col Vapore 
di Guerra 
Francese" in 
manuscript, 
calling at Malta, 
endorsed with 
24mm Lazzaretto 
h.s., on to Livorno 
(Via Di Mare) 
arriving 21 
December 1849. 

/ .. •. "';/ .. · .. 

Figure 5. Services Maritimes des Messageries 1mperiales official printed stationery. 
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~/? ~~r'v-:tf: i/t(/ir,_; ~ 
() ... t%.o 
_/ ~ Y l' ('~-·-- . 

(elf~ o ~ <rht .. /~ . 8/J;kt,<Jttiza 

Ch?e ;/4~~ 

Figure 6. "10" decimes, (1 Franc) per 7!/;:> grams (%ounce). 

________________________ ,_. 

Figure 7. New rate as of 1" ]an 1857 "8" decimes, per 7!/;:> grams (%ounce). 
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Figure 8. M.l. CA/RE (sh!p 's name applied by postal agent) . 

.. _.# .. 

Figure 9. Double ship hand stamp endorsement- NIL, & QUIRINAL 
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Figure 8a. Manifest of M.l. VATICAN showing name of Postal Agznt on board- Dubomgnet 
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Figure 10. Lozenge of dots end 'Petits Chiffres 1896'. 

Figure 11. Lozenge of dots end 'Gros Chiffres 2240' 
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Figure 12. INDUS (Ship hand stamp together with 'lozenge of dots and anchor' obliterating the 
stamps). 

responsible in collecting, taking care and transferring mail which had to be endorsed 
by a 22mm black double ring hand stamp which bore the" name of the ship and 
date", (R .Salles .p 54) (Figure 8) 

When mail was transferred to another paquebot, the entire was also endorsed 
with the handstamp bearing the name of the second paquebot. However this was 
not always observed. (Figure 9) 

Entires franked by the Imperforate Louis - NapoleJn , Empire Franc stamp 
during 1853-60, were hand stamped with the- lozenge diamond of dots with the 
'Petits Chiffres 1896' (Marseille) in the middle . (Figure 10) 

The earliest recorded entire to Malta by me being , 21st January 1857. 
In 1862 entires with the perforated Louis- Napoleon EMPIRE FRANC stamp 

(1862), were hand stamped with the- lozenge diamond 'Gross Chiffres 2240 ' 
(Marseille) in the middle . (Figures 11) 

The earliest recorded entire to Malta by me, being 5th January 1864. 
From June 1863 the black doublering , 22mm hand :>tamp, bearing the name 

of the ship and date, was used together with another haocl stamp in the form of a 
"lozenge of dots with an anchor in the middle "to frank the 1862 perforated 
Louis- Napoleon EMPIRE FRANC French stamp. (Figures 12) 

The earliest recorded entire to Malta by me :Jeing 6th June 1863 
AMERIQUE. 
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Cholera Epidemic of 1837 
Chev. Dr. A. Bonnici KM. MD. 

Cholera was diagnosed on the 9 June 1837, at the Ospizio Hospital in Floriana, 
Malta, in two inmates, who fell ill with vomiting and diarrhoea, by Dr A Axisa. 
They were investigated and confirmed by Dr L Gravagna (Medica di Polizia) and 
another physician. 

By the 13th June twenty seven inmates had been attacked with seventeen 
fatalities. 

Because of this the Governor ordered the removal of six hundred and forty 
five out of seven hundred and fifty inmates of both sexes from the Ospizio to Fort 
Ricasoli (Fig 1.) in the hope of arresting the progress of the malady in the isolated 
and well aerated position occupied by the Fort. In spite of this precaution the 
epidemic exploded and two doctors who contacted the disease had to go home to be 
treated. Soon it became impossible to keep order at Ricasoli and insubordination was 
rampant. Eighteen convicts were discharged from prison on the 18 June to transport 
and bury the dead, but had to be re imprisoned because of various contraventions 
committed by them. Aneother nine convicts were liberated next day, but they also 
proved to be unreliable and were re imprisoned. 

On the 21 June Dr A Speranza was entrusted with the administration ofRicasoli, 
and he quickly brought the situation under control. 

In the mean time the epidemic had now spread to Floriana, Senglea, Birkirkara, 
and the military and naval hospitals, which alarmed greatly the population. 

The method of transmission was unknown, and theories such as non contagious 
and contagious , were advocated among the Maltese and British Medical 
Profession. 

Figure 1. Fort Ricasoli. 
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At one point the 
Russian armies were 
blamed for introducing 
cholera from the East 
into Europe but it was 
generally admitted that 
the primary agent of the 
disease was unknown. 1 

While these 
speculations formed 
the subject of endless 
discussions, the disease 
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was causing havoc in the Island. The epidemic reached its peak in July when 6,286 
cases were known to have occurred with 2,743 deaths. 

On the 6th July the disease reached Gozo where five hu::1dred and ten cases with 
one hundred and eighty three fatalities were registered by the end of the month. 

The Parishioners of the Collegiate, Basilica Churcl-_ of St George Martyr, 
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Rabat, Gozo seaked Divine 
intervention for deliverance 
from the epidemic and a 
vow was made to have a 
new statue of St George, 
which was eventually done 
sculptured by Maestro Pietro 
Paolo Azzopardi, sculptured 
in wood, which became the 
first titular statue in Gozo. 
Statue of St George 

The severity of the 
epidemic started to wane 
in August, as shown in the 
published daily report of the 
27 August (Fig 3). It shows 
that there were eight new 
cases and nine deaths in 
Malta, and nine new cases 
and three deaths in Gozo, on 
the 26 August. It continued 
to diminish in September, 
and by the 11 October it had 
ceased completely, and a 
clean bill of health was issued 
by the Quarantine Office. 

A total of 8,785 cases are 
known to have occurred in 
Malta and Gozo between the 
9th June and 10 October 1837 
of whom 4,252 lost their 
lives. The population at that 

Statue of St. George- Victoria, Gozo time, being 120,000 
Othernotableepidemicsoccurredin 1847,1850,1854,1856,1865,1867,1887, 

1911. 

1 The microbe was discovered by Koch in 1883, called by him the "comma bacillus" and generally 
known as Vibrio Cholerae, generally confined to the intestines, but may be present in the gall 
bladder and Biliary pasSa§:eS, commonly transmitted by means of water or food contaminated by 
the organism. (2) Textbook of bacteriology Browning. (P 402/41 5) 
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Malta Visit by the Malta Study Circle (UK) 
John Debattista and Hadrian Wood 

The year 2006 was a 
memorable one for the 
Malta Philatelic Society 
and the Malta Study 
Circle (UK), as they both 
happened to be celebrating 
important anniversaries, 
the MPS its 40'h year of 
existance and the MSC its 
Golden Jubilee. 

Dr. Roger Evans, Mrs. E. Bonnici, Mr John Lander, Dr. A. Bonnici, 
Mrs. Evans, Mr Graham Pound 

Because of the close ties that exist between the two Societies, it was felt that the event 
merited a joint celebration. This took the shape of a week-long visit to Malta by about 20 
members of the MSC, accompanied by some of their wives, to coincide with Maltex VII 
Stamp Exhibition last October. The last time the MSC had r=aid an "official" visit was 
back in 1998. 

A full schedule of activities was organised for the visitors, starting off with an interesting 
talk and display of the Knights of Malta given by the President of the Malta Philatelic 
Society, Dr. Alfred Bonnici, at Casa Lanfreducci, which is the Knights' official headquarters 
in Malta. Trips to places of historical interest followed during tte next few days which also 
included a day's visit to Gozo. The official programme was obvi::msly replete with activities 
of a philatelic nature, such as the opening of Maltex Philatelic Exhibition, the exhibition 
put on by the Gozo Philatelic Society and a visit to the Central Mail Room. Another two 
of the highlights were a lavish buffet dinner laid by Dr. Alfred and Mrs. Elda Bonnici in 
the gardens of their residence in Ta' Xbiex, and of course the joint celebration dinner held 
at the Victoria Hotel. 

Apart from the official programme, some members of the MSC took the opportunity to 
pursue their particular interests, seeking out information from p::-imary sources and visiting 
places connected with Malta's postal history such as the old village police stations which at 
one time were the homes of the handstamps that produced the popular village postmarks. 
Some MSC members were also given private viewings of coLections of rare material in 
the possession of members of the MPS. 

The visit allowed members from the two organisations to exchange views, make new 
acquaintances and get to know each other. The activities and ensuing exchanges will surely 
be viewed as a positive and enjoyable experience by all. Last bt:t not least, they underlined 
the fact that the two bodies share the same goal - the study and preservation of Malta's 
postal heritage. 

The visit augurs well for a continuation in the years to come of the spirit and dedication 
that has inspired the two organisation over the last few decades. It is hoped that not too 
many years will pass before another joint event is organised. Congratulations and a big 
well done to both Philatelic Societies. 
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Update of Malta Philatelic Society on Internet 
John Debattista 

Late in 2006 an exercise was carried out by the secretary in order to review 
the Society's undertakings with the aim of optimising its resources. As a result of 
this exercise, the MPS Committee of the time, amongst other issues, noted that the 
annual financial outlay being devoted to keeping the MPS web site was not a good 
example of getting value for money spent and the situation needed to be addressed. 
In fact since its launching in 2001, the tangible outcome of this initiative had only 
resulted in a handful of communications and one application for membership. It 
also transpired that to update the website on a regular basis was going to become an 
added financial burden on the Society, as this could not be done automatically by 
the MPS itself but necessitated having to make use of the services of the origanal 
web designer for every update. 

Notwithstanding this distressing scenario, some members argued that it was 
still desirable for the Society to keep some sort of presence on the internet as this 
exposure was beneficial for all concerned. This issue was debated and a number of 
proposals were put forward and reviewed by the committee. Finally, in February 
2007, it was unanimously agreed by the newly elected committee that the proposal 
put forward by Mr. Joe Buttigieg, the Society's Vice President, who offered to host 
information relating to the MPS and its activities on his Company's private website 
at no charge was a feasible solution and was to be accepted. 

Mr. John DeBattista was entrusted with preparing the format of the site together 
with its contents. This was ready in time for the March Committee meeting which 
gave the green light to the proposed structure submitted. At this stage, Prof. Victor 
Buttigieg, Mr. J oe B uttig~eg' s son, took charge of the technical aspect of this venture 
and in no time at all completed the project. 

As of the 21st May, ~he Society's internet presence can now be found hosted 
in the JB Sliema Stamp Shop website with the address being: http://www. 
sliemastampshop .corn .rrt/MaltaPhilatelicSociety. 

Besides information which had previously been available on the original 
website, new features have been added so that the site would be more relevant to 
both members and non-members alike. Amongst these is the Society's Newsletter, 
published monthly, which has now been made available online and will be updated 
regularly as soon as it is issued. Another innovation is the inclusion of an index to 
the Society's Journal, which covers the period from its very first issue in 1967 up 
to 2004. It is intended that in the near future an updated version will be available 
to cover the issues from 2005 to date. It is also hoped that this index will become 
a point of reference for those wishing to source more information with regards 
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to specific subjects. Furthermore, the list of links to other interesting philatelic 
websites has been increased. 

While auguring that this new simpler format will be :'ound more user friendly 
than its predecessor, we hope that more members will start availing themselves 
of the services provided online. I would like to close off this resume by thanking 
on behalf of the \1PS both Mr. Joe Buttigieg and his son Prof. Victor Buttigieg. 
Their help in making it possible for the Society to continue with its web presence 
was instrumental. 

Maltex VIII 
Philatelic Exhibition 

The Eight Malta Philatelic Exhibition is being held from 281h to 301h September 
at the Green Lounge, Phoenicia Hotel. The Exhibition will be open to the general 
public as indicated hereunder: 

Friday, 28th September 09 .OOhrs - 18 .OOhrs 

Saturday, 29th September 09 .OOhrs - 18 .OOhrs 

Sunday, 30111 September 09.00hrs- 12.00hrs 

The Exhibition will be inaugurated by H.E. The President of Malta Dr. E. Fenech 
Adarni on Thursday 271

h September at 18.00hrs. 
All members are reminded that they are invited to attend the official opening. 
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From Maltese Lira to Euro 
John Debattista 

The following tables are extracted from a document published by the National 
Euro Changeover Committee (NECC). The document, titled "Guidelines for the 
usage of Maltese Lira denominated value documents and stamps" is dated 17th 
October, 2006 and is referenced as Guideline: NECC/0010/06 

Of particular interest to us and Postal Historians, is the fact that these guidelines 
establish the parameters for the currency changeover process from Maltese Lira to 
the Euro applicable with regards to stored monetary value items/documents. Such 
things include postage stamps, International Reply Coupons and Postage Paid 
Envelopes amongst others. 

Extract 

5. GUIDELINES 

5.1 Issuing, selling and use of stamps during changeover period 

Table 1 below indicates the options available to retailers and consumers during 
the changeover process, outlining the selling and/or purchasing and usage of stamps 
during the different phases of the euro changeover process 

5.2 Issuing, selling and use of stored value documents during the changeover 
period 

Table 2 below indicates the options available to manufacturers/issuers, retailers 
and consumers during the changeover process, outlining the selling and/or 
purchasing and usage of stored value documents during the different phases of the 
euro changeover process. 
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Maltapost plc 

Retailers 

Consumers 

TABLE 1 

Voluntary Dual 
Display - between 
1'1 January 2007 
and 30u' June 2007 

Mandatory Dual 
Display between 1st 
July 2007 and 30u' 
June 2008 

Will issue dual Will conLnue 
displayed 
as from 
2007. 

stamps issuing dual 
1st January displayed stamps. 

The denominatic·n is 
read as the Lm v01lue 
prior to Euro day 
and the euro on/after 
Euro day. 

Postal dual display 
from 1'1 July 2008 

Issues only euro­
denominated stamps 
from 1st July 2008 
onwards 

May sell any May sell ONLY dual May sell dual display 
remaining Lm-only displayed stamps. stamps indefinitelyl. 
denominated stamps, 
as well as the issued 
dual displayed 
stamps. 

May use Lm-only May use Lm-only May use remaining 
denominated stamps denominated sta:nps dual displayed 
or dual displayed till the end of the stamps indefinitelyl. 
stamps dual circulation 

period (end of 
January 2008) 

May use dual 
displayed stamps for 
the complete period 

May 
unused 

exch<:nge 
Lm 

denominated sta:nps 
until March 2008. 

1 The stamp or document may be used indefinitely or to the end cf a period of validity, where 
relevant. 
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TABLE 2 

Vokmtary Dual 
Display-between 1'1 

January 2007 and 
301

h June 2007 

Mandatory Dual Post dual display 
Display between 1'1 from 1'1 July 2008 
July 2007 and 301h 

June 2008 

0 r g an i s at i o n s Ma:1 issue Lm only or Will Issue dual Will produce euro 
that produce or dual displayed stored displayed stored only stored value 
issue stored value value documents value documents. documents 
documents The denomination is 

read as the Lm value 
prior to Euro-day 
and the euro on/after 
Euro-day 

Retailers May sell Lm only or May sell ONLY dual May sell remaining 
dual displayed stored displayed stored dual displayed or 
value documents value documents euro only stored 

Consumers 
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Bof1 Lm only and 
dua~ displayed stored 
valLe documents 
may be used 

Both Lm only and 
dual displayed stored 
value documents 
may be used 

May 
unused 
stored 

exchange 
Lm only 

value 
documents with their 
provider until the 
end of March 2008 

value documents 
until end of July 
2008 

Will sell euro 
only stored value 
documents from l st 

August 2008 

Lm only, dual 
displayed and euro 
only stored value 
documents may be 
used indefinitely!. 



7 April2007 

Postal Diary 
1 April2007- 15 July 2007 

Joseph Fenech 

By agreement with the Malta Communications Authority, no mail delivery was 
carried out, and the Maltapost retail outlets did not open for business, on Saturday, 
7 April 2007. Normal service was resumed on Monday, 9 April. 

9 April 
Maltapost announced the introduction of a new alphanumeric postcode, which is 
made up of three letters followed by four numbers. The three letters in the new 
postcode indicate the locality, and the first three digits refer to the road/or street 
with the last digit referring to the actual street segment. The definite change over 
date from the previous to the new postcode has been se~ as the end of October 
2007. The new postcode can be viewed on the online directory on the Malta post 
website, www .maltapost.com. 

16 April 
A sixteen-stamp sheetlet showing different varieties of fru~ts grown in the Maltese 
Islands was issued by Maltapost on 16 April2007. The set, th~ work of stamp designer 
and artist An drew Micallef, was offset printed by Printex Limited on Maltese Crosses 
watermarked paper. The stamps are 35mm x 35mm square format, with a perforation 
of 14.28 x 14.28 (comb), and all carry a common value of8,:;/Euro 0.19. The stamps 
show the prickly pear, the grape, the loquat, the black mulberry, the fig, the lemon, 
the pear, the plum, the pomegranate, the tomato, the watermelon, the orange, the 
olive, the peach, the apple and the melon, respectively. A 
special commemorative handstamp inscribed "------------­
----MALTA/JUM IL-HRUG 16.04.07", was prepared by 
Maltapost to cancel the stamps on the first day of issue (on 
FDC No 2). The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau featured these 
stamps in 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No.249. 

16 April 

With effect from Monday, 16 April2007, the Parcel Office was transferred from its 
location in Triq 1-Iskultur, Qormi QRM 3580, to the Maltapost Head Office at 305, 
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Triq Hal Qormi, Marsa MTP 1001 . With effect from this date, all parcel collection, 
including Customs clea::ance, and all counter services were made available at the 
new refurbished premises within the Maltapost Head Office premises. 

23 April 
The Sub-Post Office at 51, Triq Gorg Borg Olivier, Mellieha MLH 1024, was 
closed for business between Monday, 23 April and Saturday, 28 April 2007, both 
days included. 

28 April 
A set of five stamps and a miniature sheet featuring Maltese balconies was issued 
by Maltapost on 28 April 2007. The stamps were designed by artist and philatelist 
Alfred Caruana Ruggie::, and were offset printed by Printex Limited on Maltese 
Crosses watermarked pa:Jer. The stamp size is 44.0mm x 31.0mm, with a perforation 
of 13.9 x 14.0 (comb), while the miniature sheet is 123.0mm x 86.0mm. The 
stamp within the miniat.Ire sheet is 41.0 x 30 .5mm, with a perforation of 13 .5mm 
x 13.5mm (comb). The stamps are available in sheets of ten. The stamps carry 
both decimal and Euro denominations, these being 8c/Euro 0.19 (wrought iron 
balcony), 22c/Euro 0.51 (ornate open stone balcony), 27c/Euro 0.63 (balustraded 
balcony in the centrepiece of the facade of theN ational Library of Malta), 29c/Euro 
0.68 (Gozitan balcony, ·.vith a lower carved open stone balcony and with a glazed 
timber upper part), 46c/Euro 1.07 (example of local Art Deco architecture of the 
1930s) and 51 C/Euro 1.19 (detail of balcony accentuating 
the portal of Hostel de Verdelin in Valletta). A special 
commemorative handstamp inscribed "JUM IL-HRUG 
28.04.07/------------ MALTA", was prepared by Maltapost 
to cancel the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No 
3). The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau featured these stamps 
in 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No.251. 

3May 
A special hand postmark - Essen 07 - was used at the Maltapost Retail Outlet, 
Dar Annona, Misrah Kastilja, Valletta VLT 1001, on Thursday, 3 May and Friday, 
4 May, between 8.15 am and 3.45pm, and on Saturday, 
5 May, between 8.15am and 12.30pm. The special hand 
postmark was also used on the Maltapost stand at the 
Essen Fair, Germany, during the same days. The special 
handstamp was inscribed "MALTAPOST/ESSEN/3-4-5 
MAY/07''. 
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9May 

A set of two stamps in this year's Europa issue, commemorating the centenary 
year of the Scout Movement, was issued by Maltapost on 9 May 2007. The stamps, 
which were designed by Mark Anthony Vella, were offset printed by Printex 
Limited on Maltese Crosses watermarked paper. The stamps, with face values in 
dual denominations of 16c/Euro 0.37 and 51C/Euro 1.19. are 35 .Omm x 35 .Omm 
in size, with a perforation of 14.28 x 14.28 (comb). The stamps are available in 
sheets of ten stamps, and the 16c/Euro 0.37 stamp is also available in booklet 
form containing five stamps. The 16c/Euro 0.37 stamp depicts the Chief Scout of 
the World, Lord Robert Baden-Powell, with District Co::nmissioner (later Island 
Commissioner) Captain J.V. Abela in 1937 on his last of 
several visits to Malta, when he was 80 years old. The 
51 c/Euro 1.19 stamp shows the Malta contingent marching 
past Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II at the Golden Jubilee 
Jamboree near Birmingham, England, in 1957 to mark the 
centenary of the birth of Baden-Powell and fifty years of the 
Movement. The logos on the stamps show the emblem of 
Scout Association of Malta, of the World Organisation of 
the Scout Movement, and the Centenary Badge adopted by 
the International membership. A special commemorative 
hands tamp inscribed "------------- - MALT AI 100 YEARS; 
JUM IL-HRUG 09.05.07", was prepared by Maltapost to 
cancel the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No 4). 
The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau featured these stamps in 
'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No. 252. 

12May 
The Sub-Post Office at Globe Stationery, 16A Triq il-Kbira, Attard ATD 1027, 
was closed for business between Saturday, 12 May and Friday, 18 May 2007, both 
days included. 

14May 
Industrial action was ordered by the Union Haddiema Maghqudin at Maltapost, 
and came into force on 14 May 2007. This industrial acLon affected the delivery 
of addressed door to door bulk mail and unaddressed mail. Following agreement 
reached between the parties on 6 June 2007, this industrial action was suspended 
and all postal services returned to normal with immediate effect. 

37 



21May 
On 21 May 2007, the National Statistics Office issued News Release 86/2007 
outlining the post and telecommunications statistics for the quarter January- March 
2007. According to these statistics, in the quarter under review, total postal traffic 
amounted to around 12.6 million items of which the absolute bulk represented letters 
and other printed items (up from 11.2 million items for the first quarter of 2006). 
The total number of parcels sent through the national post in the first quarter of 
2007 was 12,031 (compared to 10,602 in the corresponding period of 2006). 

28May 
A two-stamp set showing identical images of Dun Gorg Preca and the Blata 1-Bajda 
chapel of the Society of Christian Doctrine headquarters, was issued by Malta post 
on 28 May 2007. The stamps were designed by Edward D. Pirotta and were offset 
printed by Printex Limited on Maltese Crosses watermarked paper. The face values 
of the stamps are 8c/Euro 0.19 and Lml.OO/Euro 2.33. The stamps are 35.0mm 
x 35.0mm in size, with a perforation of 14.28 x 14.28 
(comb), and are available in sheets of ten stamps. A 
special commemorative handstamp inscribed"----------­
-- MALTA/JUM IL-MRUG 28.05.07", was prepared by 
Maltapost to cancel the stamps on the first day of issue 
(on FDC No 5). The Malt~post Philatelic Bureau featured 
these stamps in 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No.253. 

28May 
A silver replica stamp bearing the image of Saint George Preca in one of his 
characteristic poses, and with the chapel of the Society of Christian Doctrine in the 
background, was issued by Maltapost on 28 May 2007 to mark the canonisation of 
Dun Gorg by Pope Ben edict XVI at the Vatican on 3 June 2007. This stamp, which 
is a replica of the Lm1.00/Euro 2.33 stamp ofthe San Gorg Preca stamp issue, and 
which weighs 20 grams, is a "first" for Malta post and for Maltese postal history. 
It was issued in Brilliant Uncirculated (proof-like) condition. Its size is 35.0mm x 
35 .Omm, with a thickness of 1.53mm. The silver stamp is struck in 99.9% silver and 
is individually numbered, and the issue is limited to a maximum of 2,000 pieces. The 
stamp is available in a presentation box, and includes a certificate of authenticity, 
and it sells for Lm15/Euro 34.94. The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau featured this 
silver replica stamp in 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No. 253. A gold replica of the 
San Gorg Preca Lm1.00/Euro 2.33 stamp was presented to Pope Benedict XVI 
by Monsignor Alfred Xuereb, on the initiative of Gozo Bishop Mario Grech, on 
4 June 2007 at the Vatican. Mons. Xuereb is a priest from the Gozitan diocese 
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who carries out duties at the Papal household at the Vatican. This first gold replica 
stamp is one of only three minted for the occasion. Of tte other two, one is to be 
auctioned at a later stage, with proceeds going to the Da::- tal-Providenza, and the 
third one is being retained by Maltapost for eventual exhibition in the Maltapost 
postal museum. 

25 June 
Maltapost advised that from Monday, 25 June 2007, a new 
metal postmark was to be used at the Qormi Retail Outlet. 
Saturday 23 June 2007 was to be the last day of use of the 
previous postmark. Notwithstanding this notification, in actual 
fact, the new metal postmark started to be used at the Qormi 
Retail Outlet with effect from Saturday, 23 June 2007. 

30 June 
Postal Retail Outlets, with the exception of the Retail Outlets in Castille Place, 
Valletta, Malta International Airport, Qawra, St. Julians, and Victoria, Gozo, did 
not open for business on Saturday, 30 June 2007. All Sub-Post Offices and licensed 
stamp vendors offered postal services as usual. Collection and delivery of mail 
was still carried out by Maltapost. All postal services resumed on Monday, 2 July 
2007. 

30 June 
All stamp vending machines were removed with effect from Saturday, 30 June 2007. 
These stamp vending machines were situated respectively at Malta International 
Airport, St. Luke's Hospital and at the Maltapost P.O. Boxes section in Old Bakery 
Street, Valletta. 

7 July 
The seventh card in a series (numbered PB07) being issued by Maltapost on a date 
when the day, month and year coincide - 07.07.07 - was issued by the Philatelic 
Bureau of Maltapost on Saturday, 7 July 2007. The first card in this series was 
issued on 1 January 200 1 , with a date stamp carrying the same figures, 01.01 .0 1 . 
The last card in this series is expected to be issued on 12 December of the year 
2012, and stamped with a date stamp showing the figures 12.12.12. This year's card, 
retailing at 26c/Euro 0.61, carries an 8c/Euro 0.19 stamp from the Maltese Crafts 
issue, stamped with the 7 July 2007 date, and will remain on sale until stocks last. 
Maltapost advised that this card could be sent through the post to any destination 
without additional postage, provided it was posted by not later than Monday, 23 
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July 2007. Cards similarly cancelled and posted 
after this date had to carry stamps to cover the 
required postage. 

11 July 
A set of five stamps showing a selection of children's 
toys from a bygone era was issued by Maltapost on 
Wednesday, 11 July 2007. The stamps, which were 
designed by Richard J. Caruana, were offset printed by Printex Limited on Maltese 
Crosses watermarked paper. The stamps are 44.0mm x 31.0mm in size, with a 
perforation of 13.9 x 14.0 (comb), and are available in sheets of ten. The stamps have 
five different values, these being 2c/Euro 0.05 (showing a rocking horse, tricycle 
and car, all made in England by Triang in the 1950s), 3c/Euro 0.07 (shows a pram 
made by Pedigree in the 1950s, and constructed out of chrome and rexine, a top 
drum from the same peri·Jd and a bottom drum from the 1960s, both by Happy Nak, 
and a skipping rope, alsc by Happy Nak, made out of wood and tin), 16c/Euro 0.37 
(depicts a sailing boat made in England out of tin and canvas by Triang, a spade 
made out of wood and ~in by ACME, another British company, and a Japanese 
tin cabin cruiser going back to the 1960s; the sand pails on this stamp were also 
made in England out of tin by ACME), 22c/Euro 0.51 (shows a doll made in Italy 
by Lenci from composite materials, another doll made in England in the 1650s by 
Pedigree, also from composite materials and a third doll made in France by Armand 
Marseille in the 1930s; this latter model has a bisque head and glass eyes), and 
50c/Euro 1.16 (shows a tin toy delivery van made in England by Chadvalley in the 
1930s, a tin toy motorcycle with driver in it, made in Germany in the 1950s by P.N. 
(Niedermayer), and a tin ~oy clockwork racing car made in 
Japan during the same period by Alps). Maltapost issued 
a special commemorative handstamp to cancel the stamps 
on the first day of issue :on FDC No 6). The handstamp 
was inscribed "------------- - MALTA/JUM IL-HRUG 
11.07 .07". The Maltapost Philatelic Bureau featured these 
stamps in 'The Malta Stamp' bulletin No. 254. 
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www.sliemastampshop.eom.mt/MaltaPhilatelicSociety 
The Malta Philatelic Society is a non-profit organisation set up on 7th March 1966 and aims to encourage 
the study of postage stamps and the educational hobby of stamp collecting. 

Being Malta's national society supporting the study and collecting of stamps a major part of the Society's 
effort is in fact concentrated upon the education of collectors and the general public. 

The Society specifically promotes the specialised study of Malta, its stamps, postal history and related 
areas. Within its own limitations. the Society attempts to preserve this part of our heritage, particularly (but 
not exclusively) by publishing and circulating its own prestigious award-win,ing Journal, at least twice a 
year. 

The Society organises: 

• Annual Maltex Exhibitions 
• Illustrated talks given by guest speakers 
• Informal ·members' evenings" 
• Bring & Buy stamp auctions 
• Visits from other philatelic societies 

Sponsored by SLIEMA STAMP SHOP- publishers of the JB Catalogue of Malta Stamps & Pcstal History- Philatelic Traders 
WWW.SLIEMASTAMPSHOP.COM.MT 

Are you interested? - Join Now! 

0 YES! Please accept my application to join the PSM 
and enclosed find my subscription fee for this year, 
renewable annually at end January. 

I UNDERSTAND THAT ALL A?PLICATIONS ARE VETTED AND MAY BE 
REFUSED WITHOUT ANY REASON BEING GIVEN. IALSOACCEPTTHAT 
THE BOARD'S DECISION IS FINAL. IN SUCH CASES. ANY MONIES 
SENT WITH THE APPLICATION WILL BE DULY REFUNDED. 

My personal details are as follows: 

Mr./ Ms.: -------------··-·--·---······ 

Address: 

Postal/ Zip Code: ______ _ 

Date of Birth:--············------·-··----------

Telephone: ____________________ _ 

Signature: -·····-·-----·-···------------······· 

Date: --··-···-------------------------·· ................. ····-····-

Subscriplion: MALTA: JUNIORS MTL 1, ADULTS MTL 3; AUSTRALIA: AUD 

30; CANADA: CAD 20; ELROPE: EUR 15; NORWAY: NOK 120; 

SWITZERLAND: CHF 20; U.K.: GBP 8; AMERICA: USD 15. 

(jj= ~~L ~~~~':T~0~0s~~~~~E~AI~~~~ ~~~~~~L ~~~ 
WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE APPLICANT AND WILL BE 

USED SOLELY =OR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES. 

Send application together with payment* enclosed in envelope to: 

The 1-'on. Secretary, 
The Malta Philatelic Society, 
c/o 91, Triq Manwel Dimech, 

Sliema SLM14, 
Malta G. C.- Europe. 

~Payments may be made with cheque, bank draft, money order. postal order and all major credit cards_ These should be made payable to THE 
MALTA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. In the case of credit card payments please include credit card details belcw: 

CREDIT CARD TYPE: NUMBER: 

EXPIRY DATE: __! AMOUNT TO BE DEDUCTED 
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Air Malta has teamed up with the lilton Malta Resort to 

make your birthday an uplifting experience. If you travel 

with another paying passenger withn 7 days from your 

birthday you will benefit from a Lm10 Air Malta travel 

gift voucher- to be used within 6 months from date of 

issue. Furthermore if you book your accommodation 

through Flyaway Tours you automat;cally benefit from 

another Lm1 0 Air Malta travel gift voucher. Further 

celebrate your birthday by savouring the exquisite 

cuisine at any of the Hilton Malta's award winning 

restaurants and get a 15% discoun: on your bill 

valid for one month after your birthday. 

For more Information visit 

www.airmalta.com 
cal!:16h Tel. ( + 356) 21 66 2211 

® 
Hilton 

\L\Ln 

www.hilton.com 

to be used on 

any Air Malta schedule flight 

If you book your accommodation 

through Flyaway Tours 

A o/o discount at 

any Hilton Malta restaurant, 

namely The Blue Elephant, The 

Oceana, The Bottega Del Vino, 

and The Gazebo in Summer. 

terms & conditions apply 

www.airmalta.com 



Lombard Bank Malta p.l.c. - Head Office 67, Republic Street VaHetta VLT 05, Malta. 
T (+356) 25581 117 F (+356) 25581 151 

E mail@lombardmalta.com W www.lombardmalta.com W \'<Ww.maltacoins.com 
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Order your first SEPAC issue and 
your first SEPAC folder now. 

From 

The Philatelic Bureau Maltapost plc 
305 Qormi Road Marsa 

Tel: +356 2596 7147 
Fax: +356 2122 0789 

e-mail: info@maltapost.com 
URL: www.maltapost.com 
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