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Lifestyle & Culture 

L ast Monday, the restora­
tion of the only substantial 
remaining railway track 
embankment in Malta, lo­
cated in Triq il-Linja in 

M' Attard, was inaugurated. This 
unique 19th century industrial ar­
chitectural heritage was restored by 
the M' Attard Local Council and co­
financed through the European Re­
gional Developme:lt Fund, under 
Operational Programme I, 2014-
2020 programme a,.,_d the Develop­
ment Fund within the Planning 
Authority. The railway embank­
ment, forming pa::t of the Malta 
Railway system (Il-Vapur tal-Art) 
which operated frcm 1883 to 1931, 
lay abandoned and the rl' Attard 
Local Council worked to preserve 
this unique heritage for posterity. 
The next phase of the project w ill in­
volve the setting up of a cultural in­
formation and educational centre 
built on the existing footprint of the 
rail station in Gnien 1-iStazzjon, 
which is no longa: standing. The 

. centre will be equipped with display 
areas and will also provide informa­
tion related to cultural assets/ land­
marks that visitors will find within 
the locality of rl' Attard and the 
Three Villages (rl' Attard/Mai 
Balzan/rlal Lija) which will com­
plement the Three -villages heritage 
trail that MTA has set up. A public 
library reading section will be in­
cluded. 

The project will enable the local 
council to present -visitors with the 
opportunity to experience life as it 
was in our towns and villages . 
Malta's built heritage offers a prod­
uct which is uniqt:e to our islands 
and which fits in well with tourists' 
increasing demand for an authentic 
experience of the host community 
while on holiday. One of the best 
ways in which to gain a competitive 
edge in tourism is by promoting a 
locality's unique resources where 
these exist, improve the interpreta­
tion, accessibility, conservation and 
promotion of these heritage sites. 
Acknowledging the cultural 
strength that M' Attard and the 
Three Villages collectively have to 
offer, the project seeks to address 
the above requirenents in order to 
enhance the performance of the "vil­
lage core" tourism product. The 
local council stress~s the need to re­
store and preserve the cultural as­
sets within the locality of M' Attard 
and calls on the local authorities, 
particularly the Superintendent for 
Cultural Hel"itage, to take a proac­
tive role in such conservation ef­
forts. 
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