
An interesting letter from Malta to India, 1835 
by L. De Zanche 

Dated 30 October 1835 and addressed to Dr Pasquale Maria Benza, this letter 
was sent from Malta to Madras and from there forwarded to Neilgheny (now 
Nilgiris) Hills. The sender paid the postage (6d) as far as Alexandria (black 
impression ofthe marking PAID MALTA type MSP- le). 

In his recent book 'Admiralty Mediterranean Steam Packets', C. Tabeart writes 
that "despite a careful search of the known records, no British postage rate has 
been found for mails carried by British packets between places within the 
Mediterranean until the Act of I Victoria c34", dated 1 August 1837. He quotes 
also the Act 1 and 2 Victoria c97 (14 August 1838), which reads: " ... for every 
single letter (not having been first brought or conveyed from the United Kingdom, 
or not being intended to be conveyed to the United Kingdom) transmitted between 
any of the Ports or Islands or Places aforesaid [among them those situated upon 
the Mediterranean Sea, therefore 
also Malta] and any port or Place 
in the East Indies by way of the 
Red Sea or the Persian Gulf, in 
addition to any other rates of 
postage, which may be payable 
in respect of such last mentioned 
Letters, the sum of Sixpence". 
The fact that my 1835 letter was 
charged 6d suggests that the 
provisions were merely a re­
statement of what was already in 
existence. 

C. Tabeart has kindly 
commented my letter in this way: 
"Your letter left Malta on the 
Confiance, arriving Alexandria 
26 October. The letter probably 
took 3 or 4 days to get to Suez, 
but there it waited many weeks. 
The East India Company 
Steamers were extremely poor at 
keeping any sort of timetable. 
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The next one of their ships to leave Suez that I know of was the Hugh Lindsay: she 
left Suez on 4 January 1836, arriving Bombay after an incredibly slow journey on 
10 February. This would seem to fit quite well with your Madras date of 17 
February". 

The remaining postage, to be paid by the addressee, appears on the back of the 
letter: A[nnas] 4 Ship Postage[+] 13 A[nna]s Inland; via Bombay One rupee & 
four Annas with Ship Postage. 

The letter shows some discoloration and signs of scorching: in 1835 cholera 
had reached Italy, but not Malta. Two are the possible places where the letter was 
submitted to disinfection by exposure to heat: Alexandria or, more probably, the 
locality of arrival in India. I am inclined to believe that the sanitary treatment was 
privately performed by the addressee. 

Postal Markings on the Tuck's Oilette postcards 
illustrated in Vol. 31, Nos.l and 2 of The PSM Journal 

by Joseph Geraci 

Mr Geraci thinks that the above mentioned cards were prepared by someone 
who perhaps had some unused Malta cards in his possession and wanted to dress 
them up. 

His reasons are as follows: 
1. As you point out in your article in Vol. 31 , No. 1 , there were at least three 

different applications of the "postmark" - the word "Malta", the circle frame 
and finally the date. There may have been another application necessary as 
well, as there seems to be a horizontal line below the date in most of the 
strikes, which extends quite far to the right. At first I thought it might be 
associated with the date, but there is no line below the date struck in the lower 
left corner of the card illustrated in Vol. 31 , No. 1. It may either be associated 
with the word "Malta", or an entirely separate application. This all means 
that each application of this "postmark" was rather labour intensive, taking a 
lot of time to apply each facet. In addition, each card illustrated has three 
strikes of the "postmark"! Even if each application was struck three times in 
a row, before the next application, it still took more time than normal to apply 
these markings. Each facet is applied quite neatly and carefully, and not as 
though the individual was in a hurry to complete his task, as would be the case 
with a busy purser aboard a vessel. Would a purser aboard a vessel have that 
much free time to apply his markings so carefully? 

2. I am unable to find a record of a vessel "Malta" operating in the Mediterranean 
Sea in 1906. Reg. Kirk, in his British Maritime Postal History, Vol. 2, The P. 
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