Fipes from the Auberge de Castile, Valletta,
Malta.

John Woad
18 Park Road, Sherington, Bucks, ME 16 9PG.
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During the excavation of an ¢ld sewer sysicm
in the basement of the Auberge de Castile, five
broken fobacco pipes were found, amongst
other discarded pieces of pottery, including
wiliow pomers plate. The excavalion was
under the direction of NWathaniel Cutajar,
Aggigiant Curator al the National Museum of
Malta.

Ome of the most impressive Baroque buildings
in Valletta the Auberpe was used to guaner
both French and English regiments between
1798 and 1840, During that time the sewer
was obviously used for all soris of rubbish.
After 1840 a new sewer system came into
operation and the old one abandoned, There
is, therefore, a limited tme when ihese
artifacts could have been discarded. They
share common design elements with mamy
other published. pipes, bul do represent a
restricted cultural background and time of
disposal.

Mone of the pipes has a catalogne mumber as
vet. Numbers assigned here are simply for
reference in this description.

Description

Ca.l Missing rim. Shank opening [Xmm
Mould made (o a  gritly micaceous
terracotta with a burnished umber finish
Rounded bowl with chevron  rouletiing
underneath. The shank end is bulbous and has
a single band of rouletted decoration. A
siviised bird is impressed on the rght hand
side of the stem socket. A very similar stamp
occurs on & pipe from the Athenian Agora'
The bird stamp is characteristic of a group of
pipes from Vama (Bulgaria) and this pipe
may well be a prodoct of the Vama
workshops. Maltese and other merchants had
in fact been comducting a profitable cereal
trade with Black Sea ports since the early 19th
century’. There is another probable Varma
pipe in the reserve collection in Gozo'.

Ca.2 A large portion of the bowl and rim of
this pipe are missing, Shank opening 13mm.
The clay is a micaceous erracolla conlaining
white impurities, it is covered in a light brown
burnished slip. The bowl and stem socket are

faceted. At each angle there 1s a rayed dot
decoration and vertical combed crescents on
each face between the angles. The base of the
rim is decorated by a ring of palmeties over
horizontal crescent shapes, Ca.2 belongs 1o a
large family of 19th cemtury pipes”.

Ca3 Broken rim, Shank opening 1lmm,
hould made in terracotia clay. Plain imward
sloping rim. Rounded bowl, Eeel. Stem socket
has bulbous iermination. A plain  band
between rim and bowl, shank and termination,
relieves the otherwize undecorated finigh,
Corresponds to Hayes type XI°. Late 18th
possibly 19th century.

Cad Broken siem  socker.  Micaceous
terracotta clay  with  black and  white
intrusions, Burnished, Short slightly concave
ricn. Rounded bowl with rayed dot decoration
under rouletied band and incised lines. The
keel junction also has incised limes and
rouletting.  Stylistically closz to published
pipes from Corinth®. Probably early 19th
ceniury.

Ca.3 Broken rim, Shank opening
10mm. Mould made from catmeal colowred
clay with black and whitc intrusions and
paichy red firing marks on ithe surface.
Gadrooned bowl with rope-work around the
wiist and shank end. Late 18th cenfury?
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This pipe corresponds to Hayes type X1, late 187 passibly early 19" centuries.

Ca 4 This fragment has a rounded bowl and slightly concave rim. Most of the shank is missing
although there is a vestigial keel under the bowl. Made in micaceous terracotta with black and
white inClusions and a bumnished finish. The bowl is gadrooned with a rayed dot decoration
under a mouletted band with incised lines. The keel junction also has incised lnes and

rouketting.
Stylistically this pipe resembles other pipes published from Corinth. Probably early 197
century,

Ca 5 Is a bowl and shank fragment with most of the rim missing. It i mould made from
patmeal coloured clay with black and white inclusions and patchy red marks on the surface,
Shank opening 10mm. The bowl is gadrooned with a horizontal band of “rope’ work around
the waist and another similar band of ‘rope’ work around the shank end.

In the absence of a comparison | am unsure about the date. However based on the clay
colour, physical size and style - particularly the keel joint - I guess 18™ to early 19" century.

Analysis
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Conclusion

Pipe smokers were known to be conservative by nature and thelr preferred style of smoking
was often slow to change, choosing to stick with the familkar. The above analysis of
production dates would appear to confirm NC's fesling ‘that most of the deposit should date to
the first half of the 197 Century’ as Ca 1, 4 and 5 were in production during

theory that ‘the sewer deposit could very well carmy forward into the "S0s or later’ is supported
by Ca 2's and Ca 3's traditional [ater dating.
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