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Tymignat

Comrs mormni Tl-sweel pion te' dor b'erba' suleri, f'nahe
¥ nictary irmorha tn' Lendrs. Tg-zmien hu fle=siiier xhur tas-scilu
11 chodda. i1=tames tidher wphammea b'hafna ghemara u purtieri
ta' leepoka, b'den kellu, l=stmeefera turi fager, dwejjag u hnaZen.

Io=gwanije tidher fuq ik-Eeiing. Bieb Tuo ‘l=-Lemin,ilfuqg
wmic=cumnija, 11 ja ptl ghal henura ehra cke.knas Yannape' fuc il=la,
l=igfel mic=Cuunija. vejda in-nefs. Skeivanije quddiem it=tiegs,
Til=fagtatn, Uin=nei'ss Armerju fun ix=Xellug te' l=igkrivenija.
Skpivanije eira jew bBupesu mel=tinjt, l=isfel fug ix-X, Lanps fuq
lx=Hey i1lfuy miil=Burcad. Bieb Fll=faécata fug ix=Y, 1i jachti
chal passags u ghal tavage

lets Jiftal is-siparju, il~komrs tidher imdallmsa. Ll~isin
hu vara nefs inenhsp, Tit=terd, il-bin 11 £ih wesasl biex Jjinxtpghel
id-dawl tol-Gas u jittiened ite=te', Quddien in~ner tac-—cumnija,
fug pultruna, jiduner Meaninghsm, mitlug fuq pultiruna, stirat, rieqged
fil-fonde oJidner 11 hu regel twil, sobih u 1i jghedd m=duwar il=-
aanae u erbshin senoe Mo xeftejh, ~kendu mustadci folt¥ u barbetti
11 jeslu l=isfel minn widnejh. OCusndu persuna gabihe u jidher liebes
toljeb hinina, Il~penieri tiecshd jigbduk u perswasivi, fl-istess
waol jidnru wkell misterjuzi u hereXe

rse “enuingsham gilegheds bilgleghdn thejt fug kannape? o
Gasndha ma' L-erba' u tletin sena. Znien 1lu kienet mars sabiha,
irna issns tidher 11 seret ble kent, slajre merhluba gishe xi wahda
maskuma min: xi twerwir, Teht chejnejha jidhru rugl 11 Juru l-ghejjs
u n=nuaqges ter=rgade

Favisse fit-triq, Fii=beghed, jinsteme' l=ghajjet %o
bejjiegh to' l=iefines, wagt 1i tinstema' ddecq gempeina ckejlhna,

Cunl Ptit wogqtlct, Bells tinstems’ tiscemra' bhel wahda
ambezzn', imbagked toum u Bolife tersag lejn it-tieqo, therces l-isfel
lejn 1t=triqe. vume TEit tigri lejn il-lezz tolw=gempiens 11 hemm
ade Jn kkekimsx: ll-bigbu tigbdu. Tergn' leurn, tagbad lw=gisettl
tol=hjata, tigbovhen £Yhexxe u minnhe tehred berfa. Telibita fug
i1-bieh u Elizsbeth, il-keke,u l-iecuse-keeper tidhnel fll-kamras
Flizebeth tidher mars kwicta, ulbifdients u ghandhe madwar hansin sens.
Tegrsmel is=sinjel 11 r-rsgel taghhs jinseb rieqed. ¥rse Monningham
tersng lejhe u tkellimho kwezi f£'widnitha wegt 11 d¢in lineab fil=bich,
Bells, (lirs, tanoinghem,) terhtihe xi hege tel=flus mill~bepsa.

(71izabeth tehred)

Wr, #e ¢ (Jiftel ghajneid iowma Jibae' bla me Jitharrek] Pellas,
X'intl tashnel?

fiellas iejny ghazii ticphle..s(Tersa’ gunlfejn it-tiege blex
tuares giel bariva) Urged Ttit lehcre
(Pawsae Tersma lein il=kaxxs tal=hjota biex tergs’
tgicgned il-berss flckﬁa, tuerrab il-ksxxe minn fug ile
wennape', imbachad terfa’ lejn it=tieqes)

ire Mo {11 ghadu b'ghejns jh maghluce)  Bella, nista' nkun naf
xtinti torhmel%  Hrscy l-hawne ‘

Selle: (iove 11 tansibe pghel ftit,tersec lejh) Bghot nixtei
erba’ gfineg phel mat=te, cheziz tieghls (Teqb.dlu idua)

Mre i sehet tiztri l-isfines, EhY

Bellas Iva, U=' l=izfines mn tantx ighaddi minn ditetrigs..
Xtoagl naghtik sorprizZae

Mre e Challex tidher imbazia, Bella? Jaqew hsiebt 11 se nghajlat

micohek?
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(Nervuza, tehles ida minn idu) Le, naf 1i ma kentx se
tghajjat miegh&, (Terga' ghal hdejn it-tieqa)

Tn-nar wasal biex jintefa'...Bella, ¢empel il-gampiena, jekk
jghegbeke

(Tkun sejra biex 1lddegq il—qampiena) Jagaw, bied 1z51id il-
faham?  Jekk ghalhekk biss, nista' nzidu Jjien.

Bella, dan, iddiskutejnieh kemm il-darba,..Ghamilli pjacir,
dégg dik il-gamplena.

Imma, ghaziz tieghi, Lizzie mhix hawn bhall-~issa...marret
tixtrilie....Halll nzidu jien...din, mhix haga difficli.
(Tersaq lejn ié-éumnija biex izzid il-faham

(Iwaggafha billi jestendi idu lejha) Le, le, le.,...Fejnha
Lizzie®? Jekk din mhix hawn allura sejjah 1it=tiflasess

Immaecesss
Mur u deqq dik il-gampiena...Isa, ebdinie
(Mrs. M. iccéedi u tmur biex iddeqg il-

gampiena)
Bella, is-sefturi ghal fejn takseb 1i gieghdin?

(Bella ma twegibxe. Pawsa)
Wegibni, Bella. Ghalfejn nhaddmuhem maghna lis~-sefturi?

(Misthija u bikkemm tinstama') Nahseb 11 biex jagduna,Jacks
Precizament...Allura, ghaliex?......
Jiena nhess 1i wieked ghandu jimmederhem, dak kellu.

Témmederhem? Qed terga' thawwad mill-gdid...Skend kliemek,
dawn is-sefturi ghandhem jithallsu bla ma Jjahdmu...Taf 13
BElizabeth tieku sittax il-lira fis-sena? U dik it=tifla tiehu
ghexrin ehra? Bejniethem it-tnejn ghandhem sitta u ghexrin
lira...Jekk dis-semma ma ssejhilhiex kensiderazzjeni, allura
ma nafx x'tista' issejhilha.

Iva...Nakeeb 1i ghandek ragun, Jacke

M!ghandi ebda dubju 1li m'%handix ragun, ..Min jahsiba xert'ehra
ikellu mekhu dghajjef. Pawsa) Bella, it-temp kif inhu?
Ghadu kif kien?

Imsanhab hafna...Behsiebek tehreg f'temp bhal dan, ghazis tieghi?

Jekk sa wara t-te ma jihzienx iZjed, b'dak il-hsieb gleghed.,

(Tinstama' takbita fug i1l-biek. Bella
tidher hesbiena., Tahbita mill-gdid,)

Ghaddie

(Tidhel Nancy, is-seftura; xebha ta' xi
dsatax il-sena, helwa, fug taghha u tidher
1i wicca t@stoj

(Tiegaf thares lejhem it-tnejn waqt 1i Bella gieghda taksiba
jekk ghandhiex tghidilhaghalfejn ¢éemplitilha.)

Arfruli...jekk ma nizbaljax, ¢empiltuli,

Iva, Nancy, cempilnilek.

Il-faham spicéca, jekk Jjghegboeks.

(Nancy thares lejha b'harsa Zerra, imbaghad

bi tbissima c¢ke jkna tbaxxi rasha u tmur
i%%1d il-faham fic¢-cumnijas.)



. Tera pewss) Kif int hawn, tista® tixghel il-gas
ukoll, Nendy. Nad-dlem, wars nofg ir-nhar ma nistax
insofrih iz jeds

Kancy: Tajjeb, sinjure Bi tbissima ohra ﬁaqba% il—k%zta
tas—sulfarini u tmur tixghel iz zewg lampi tal-gas 13
hemm fuq kull-naha tac-cumnija.) ,
(Jeck igqum, jitmattar u jerszg isshhan riglejh
g " S 5 =L .
guddiem ic-—cumnijs. Wagt 1i “ancy gieghda
tixghel it tieni lampa, Jack jidher 1li ged
josservaha)
Mr. M. Nerey, il-lejla ged narak isbeh mis-soltu...Chandek
wice ta'! wahds tosata...Sewwa ged nghid?
Nancy: Emminni, me nafx x'inti tghid.
Mr. M. Ghidli, jagaw qsamt xi galb ta' xi zaghzugh iehor?
Nancy: Ma kontx naf 1i jien naqsam il-qlub, sinjur.
Mr. M. Mtintix tghid il-verital. U xi tghidli ghsl dak il-
kulur 1i ghandek fug wiccek? Dak mhux naturali.
Naney: Sejjer imgarrag, sinjur...Il-lewn 1i ghandi, naturali.
(Tersaq biex tnizzel il-blinds, taghlag il-
purtieri u tixghel il-lampa ta'! fuqg ix-X.)
Mr, M. Il1-lewn taf taghmlu bis-sengha...dan, hadd ma jistat
imerih...Ghidli x'kuluri tuza, Yancy... Ma tghidulniex
isem l-ispizjar 1i tixtri minn ghandu? Ghall-inges
inkunu nistghu nghidu 1il Mrs. Manningham tixtri minn
shandu, b'hekk itta%jar isjsfurija 1i ghandha fugpa.
Tibzax hija tibga' tafhuleko
Nancy : Kieku niehu gost nseghmlu dan, sinjur.
Mr. M, Nibza'® 1i n-nisa jghiru hafna ghal xulxin u ghalhekk
mhix haga hafifa 1i haga ghaziza juruhs 1il nisa ohrae
Nency: Jien ma nghir ghal hadd, sinjur. Tordnaw xi hagtohra?
Mr. M. Le, NHaney...dak kollox...Jongosni biss it-te.
Nancy: Dal-waqt mieghek, sinjurs
(Nanecy tohrog)
Bella: (Wawa pawsa, akssr biex tlumu milli biex tinkorla mieghu)
Jack, ghaliex ged tittrattani b'dal-mod?
Mr. M. Ghpzizg tieghi, int is-sid tad-dar...kien dmirek 1i

tghidilha biex izzid il~faham,
Bella: Mhux ghalhekk ged nghidlek...Int ged tumiljani quddiemha.

Mr, M. Dan int iggibu b'idejk...Lis~sefturi, int, tgishom bhalna.
Ma taghmel ebda distinzjoni bejnietna, ghalhekk, jien
ikolli nittrattsha bhala seftura.

(Jagbad il-gazzetta u jogghod fug id-dive
divan)
Wara kolledx jien m!ghedtilha xejn...Kont ged niccaljjta.

ella: o nistax nifhem kif ma tintebghx 1li qed toffendini,..,
i %?k it-tfajla ga hadet rih zejed fuq%...Kﬁll na nghidilhe

tipprova tghaeddini biz-~zmien...tidhag bija.



DY M, . Tidhag bik? X'idea! U x'igaghlek tahaeb 1i gieghda
{ : tidhaq bik?

Bella: Rajtha kemm il-darba. Kif twarrab minn guddieml, tbaxxi
rasha u tinfexx tidhagq. Dan l-abhar ma bagghetx tidhkag
bija bil-mehbi...Bdiet tidhaq f'wiceéi u issa bdiet biex
angas nilkag niftah femml 1i ma tidhirx dik it-tbissims
nkrepattiva fuq xeftejha.

Mr, Me Imma, ghaziza tieghl, jekk tassew gieghds tidhaq bik,
tahseb 11 mhux hHtija tleghek?

Bella: (Pawsa) Allura trid tfisser 1i jiena tad-dahg?

Mr, M, Jien ma rrid nfisser xejn....Taf x'naf nghid 1i kull-messa
1li Jaghmel dak l-ikun, int, tifimha hazin...Nixtieg 11.
kent aktar f'sensik...Ersag l-hawn u hallik minn dawn il~
hmerijiet....Kent ged nahseb f£'xi naga sabiha.

Bella: Xi haga sabika? Jagqaw, Jack?

Mr. M, Qabel tigi hawn, hdejja, ma nghidlekx,.

Bella: (Tersaq lejh u teqghed fuq steel, hdejh) Ghidli, Jack.
X'int tghseb sabih?

Mre No Qieghed nagra f'dal-gurnal 1i Mr. Mec Nauchten - l-~attur
¢elebri -jinsab f'Lendra ghal stagun ieher.

Bella: Iva, dak l-avviz grajtu...B'dagshekk?
Mr. Ne B'dagshekk?  X'tahseb int?

Bella: Jack!... Qieghda nifhmek tajjeb? Pessibbli? Behsiebelk
tehedni nara 1il Mac Naughten?

Nr, M. Jekk trid tmur tarah, jien lest biex niehdek.

Bella: (Ferhana) Jack!...Kem: ged taghtini gest.

lMr, M, lieta tixtieg tmur tarah? Skend dan l-avviz, ghandna
zmien tlett gimghat.

Bella: Oh!..X'gest!... Stenna ftit Kalli nara...Mets nistghu
mmerru?

Mr. M. (Iheres lejn l-avviz fil-gurnal) Nistghu narawk £il-

kummiedja jew fit-tragedja...l-ghazla f'idejk...Piex
tixtiey tarahk jahdem, Bella? Fit~tragedja jew fil-
kummied ja?

Bella, Emminni, ma nafx x'nibda naghzel...Pit-tnejn niehu gest
narah....Int x'taghzel®

Mr. M, iigﬁipendi...jiddependi Jekk tridx tidhaq jew jekk tridx
. .

Bella: Jien nidhagq irrid mhux nibki...imma, stenna... jiena niehu
gest hibki wkell...Iba...bit-tnejn nieku gest...kemm nibki

u kemm nidhag., Jack, x'gaghlek tiddediedi 1i tehedni
t-Teatru?

Mr. M, Dan l=ahhar int imxejt mieghintajjeb hafna u allura hsiebt
u rajt 1i nehergek ftit biex inderrilek.

Bella: Jacki... Int twajjeb wisgq mieghi.... Pessibbli 1i isea
bdejt tifhimmi®

Hr, M, Bella, minghalija,jien,dejjem fhimtek,



DlII’. Il‘r‘i.
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Mre Mo
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Bella:
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Bella:

Naney:

- ] P

Iva, iva, Jack...ghandek ragun... Kull m'ghandi bzenn 14
nderrli ftit...li nibdel l-~ambjent ta' did-dar...li nara
lilek tiehu hsiebi...Iva, jekk kemm 1l-darba, jien, naljena
rgsi, inkun hsfna ahjar milli jien...Jekk insib x' jaljenani
naghmel hilti kellha biex inkun ahjar....

Bella, m'inhix nihmek sewwa. Xi trid tfisser, tkun akjar?

Ma tafx? Qed nghid Bhal dak 1i grali dan l-abhar,imma,
anna ftehemma 1i ma nsemmu xejn izjed fuq dak is~suggett.

Le, le...Tkellimnix fuq hekk,..la rridx nisma‘.

Jien m'inhix se nkellmek fuq hekk, imma dak 1i kent qleghda
nghidlek huwa tant impertanti.....Jien nhessni wisq ahjar
l-aktar dil-gimgha 11 ghaddiet...Ma esservajtnkx, int? U
x'tahseb 11 ghamilli tajjeb? Ghax qghadt hawn int mieghi...
gham kent twajjeb. Il-lejl l-ieher, meta int gghadt tilghab
il-karti mieghi, sthajjiltni f'dek iz-zmien 1i bdejna ninnamraw
lieta dhalt fis-sedds hgswejtni f'sahhti...qisu gatt ma kelli xej:
imbgghad, l-ghada, meta gghadt tagraghli dak il-ktieb, hde jn .

i¢-¢cumija, hassejt imhabbti titkebbes ghalik.,.. !
U £'dak 1l-lejl, irgadt bhal tarbija...dak il-helm ta' biza...dal
dak it-twerwir tas-seltu, f'salt wiehed egheb fix-xejn u dan
gara ghaliex int tajtni #tit millskin tieghek...ghaliex qghadt
ndejja, tkellimni, 1aljenani u kultant tghidli xi kelma ta!
mhabba...Ghal ftit, int, nissejtni d-dwejjag ta' din id-dar.

Nahseb 1i mhux jien ghamiltlek tajjeb, imma 1-medic¢ina...din,
bdiet tqghmel l~effett taghha.

Le, Jack, mhux il-medicina...Ghalkemm din, ma stajtx innizzi}ha
kent nehedha bl-akbar skruplu...Jien ghandi bgenn xi niaga agwa
mill-medic¢ina 1i gieghda niehUs...Ghandi bzenn medicina ehkras...
dik 1i sserrahli mehihl...li tgangal fija nteress f£'xi haga....
Tifhem x'irrid nghidlek, ghaziz tieghi?

Irgajna wagajna fis-swied il-galb ta' gabel...Sewwa ged nghid?

Iva....Ghandek ragun!.. Ma rridx 1i néewdu galbna mill=gdid....
nixtieq biss 1i int tifhimmi...Ghidli Jack...ghaidli 11i int
tippreva tifhimni,

Tajjeb. Tahseb 1i jien ma fhimtekx?..,.l'ghadnix kemm ghedtlek
1li se niehdek it-teatru?

Ghandek ragun...Illum, int, ferrahtni...Iva, ninsab ferhana
nafna.

Allura x'sejrin naraw? Kummiedja jew tragedja? Tria
tiddeciedi.,

(Ferhana, b'selennita' kbira) Ghidli int, Jack...X'l-ahjar?
{Tqum u turi l-~hens taghha b'messi ta' ferh) Ghelija xerta,
basta mmur t-teatru...dak hu l-impertanti...cieghed tifhimi?
Sejra P-tetaru!.. (Tghangu u tbusu, Takbita mal-bieb)
Ghaddi!l

(Tidhel,Naney bi trgm f'idejha, Pawsa, sakemm tasal
bieh hdejn ig=éumnija fug il-lemin

Le;, Naney. I1-lum nekduh fug il1-me jda,
(B“éerta\tustagni) Kif jghegbek Madam....

(ﬁawsa, wagt 1i ged tqiegﬁed it-tray fug il-mejdsa,
Tirranga 1-kikkri u twarrasb xi ketba fil-genb., )



: (fdejn il-mantlepiece) Nancy, ghidli ftit...Kleku kellek
tmur it-tes#tru u kellek taghzel bejn kummiedja Jjew tragedja,
x'kent taghzel?

Naney: Jien, Madam? Kieku Jjien, dejjem kummiedja naghzel,
Bella: Tassew? U ghaliex taghzel kummiedja, Nancy?
Nancy: Ghd iex inhebb nidhaq, Madam

Bella: Thebb tidhagq? Nahseb 1i ghandek ragun...dan, ma rridx
ninsieh....Mr. “anningham se Jehedni 1l-gimgha d=-diehlaces.
Qieghda tifhimmi?

lancy: Fhimtek, iva....Wittama 1i tiehu gest....U issa, se ngibilkem
l~isfineg.

(Nancy tehreg. Wagt limVancy tkun hierga,
Bella tghajjibha Bbillintehres ilsiena. Jack
jilmaghha.g

Mr. Me Ghazliza tieghi, tista' tghidli x'int taghmel?
Bella: Hallieha tehedha la tridha.
Mr. M. Imma, nista' nkun naf x'ghamlitlek?

Bella: Lil dik, ghadek ma tafhiex...B'harsitha u b'dik it-tbissima
nkrepattiva taghha, tittermentani kull x'hin tghaddl minn
hdejja...Int, ghandek ragun, ghaliex ma taghtix kaZ...
Ghaliha, jien, xi mara semplic¢i,..tad-dahkgq...Ghall-ingas,
issa, ikcllha issefri l-ahbar 1i int se tehednil t-teatru.

Mre. M, Dan, kellu immaginazzjeni tieghek, Bella.

Bella. Le, le...mhux immaginazzjeni...Ahna kenna familjari wisgq
maghha,..(Tirrenga xi si‘cijiet waqt 11 turi 1i hija ferhana)
Ejja eqghed hdejja, ghaziz tieghl...Int egghed f'tarf u jien
negghed fl-ieher...l-istess bhal zZewgt~itfal Zghar.

Jack: (Fgum u jegghed wiegaf, dahru lejn ié-éumnija) Bella, illum
ged narak ferhana wisg...Jehtieg 1i nibda niehdek it-teatru
ta' sikwiet la darba dan ged jaghmlek hienja.

Bella: Iva, Jack...nixtieq 1i tibda teohedni ta' sikwiet.

Jack: Ma nafx ghaliex ma bgajniex immerru...Meta kent zghir, kent
mignun wara t-teatru, tant hu hekk, ma nafx inthix se temminni
kelliambizzjeni kKbira 1li xi darba msir attur,

Bella: Nemmmek, ghaziz tieghi...Imma, issa, ersaq halli tiehu t-te.

Jack 3 Bella, int ma tistax tifhem kemn hi haga sensazzjenall 1i
wiehsed jichu sehem u jintilef f'karattru ta' bniedem icher.
kieku issuktajt fil-hajra 1i kelli, kieku 1lum sirt attur
tajjebe.

Bella: Sewwa ged tghid.,..Int gejt mahlug biex tkun attur...Dan,
ma Jjista' jic¢hdu Hadd.

Jack : (Jagsam bil-med ghal fuq ix-Xellug) Chelejt ghax ma
kemple jtx nistudja...la ghandniex x'inghidu, ma kenitx tkun
haga hafifa...wiehed kien jehtieg taghlim u ezeréizzju kbir,
b'dan kellu ghandi f'rasi 1i kent nasal.

(Naney tidhel bl-isfineg; tqieghdmmm fug il-
mejda u terga' tehreg)
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efla: Zbhaljajt ma kemplejtx.

Jack : Ma nafx....{(Jegghed bilgieghda fuq il-mejda)

Bella: Kieku sallum sirt attur famus...kien ikelli pultruna
t-teatru minghajr ma nhallas...kent nigi kull-lejla
narak tirrecéta, taghmel is-successi, imbaghad, wara, kent
nigi narak hiereg mill-bieb tat—teatru...; ‘henal.. X'halja
a-bl-ns- Y

Jack : Hajja 1i tixba min:ha malajr, ghazisa tieghi...M'ghandi
ebda dubju, wara ftit serati, int kont tibqga' d-dsr bhal
ma qed taghmel issa.

Bella: Le, le...ma kentx nibga' d-dar...Kien ikelli negghed
ghassa ta' dawk ix~-xbejbilet 1i kienu Jintilfu waralk.

Jack : Tahéeb 1i dawn kienu se jintilfu warajja? Haga sabiha....
Haga 1i thajrek tagbad dik il-kerriera.

Bella: Naf, naf... ragel hazin!... Naf 1i dawn, inta thebbhem,
imma jien kont inkun ghassa tiesghek, (Terfa' l-ghatt
1i tehtu hemm l-isffnegﬁ Kerm jidhru sbiehi... Ma nadtx
gest 11 xtrajthem? Ara, hawn il-melhk...Dan, Ttit, hux
tassew? Minn dan %handek bzZenn munzelli kbar...Jack,
anfirli...gieghda nic¢éajta....Il-lejla gieghda nhessni
ferhana wWis@e...

Jack @ Sewwa qleghda tghid...Tassew tidher ferhana.

Bella: Se tehedni t-teatru....Hu sfinga....ileta kent c¢kejkna, dawn,
kent niggennen ghalihem....Ilna ma niekluhem hgfna...Mindu
izzewwigna ma kilnihem gatt. Tiftakar 1i xXtrajnihem xi
darba? Sa fejn naf jien gatt ma xtrajnihem.

Jack ¢+ (Icqum minnufieh, ihares lejn il-hajt tal-faccata tieghu,
jitkellem kalm irmme minacééjus.} Ms nafx...ma nafx meta
xtrajnihem l-ahhar....Bellal....

Bella: (Ware pawsa, b'lehen bil~kemm, kemm jiftiehem) X'gara®
X'ingala, Jack?

Jack : (TJersaq lejn ié¢-c¢umnija u jitkellem dghru lejha) Ma
nixtiegx ninkwietak, Bella... imma gieghed nesserva 1i
hawn xi haga niegsa,..Nitelbck 11 sakemn jien gieghed dahri
lejk terga' tgieghedu fleku, imbaghad, gisu ma gara xejn...
Manitkellmux izjed fug hekk.

Bella: Xi haga niegsa...Imma, Xx'hawn nieqes? Pgieh Alla,
tegghedx dahrek lejja...Ghidli x'gara.

Jack : Taf tajjeb x'gara, Bella...Jekk terga' tgieghdu fleku,
nakifirlek.. ma nghidlek xejn izjed.

Bella: Ma nafx x'qed tghid...Emminni, ghadni ma nistax nifhem...
Hallejt it-te' qmdllemek...Gnldli x'hawn nieges.

Jack : Trid tghaddini biz—zmlen, Bella? Dak 1i hawn nieges,
pestu kien hemm, f'dak il-hajt 1i ghandek warajk...Jekk
terga® tgieghdu f'pestu, ninsa kellex....

Bella: Il-hajt ta' warajjal!... X'hemm nieges? {(fddur) Ival...

Il_kwadru In' gh'adux h .o uIva °o.e QI -k\ﬁ’adru. . -I‘iiln Q'le‘hu
minn neWA? ...ghﬁgyman galghuh %

Jack : Prec¢isament...dan 1i rrid nafe... Ghalfejn qalghuh minn hemnm
Bella, int biss tista' twigibni...int biss tista' tghid
ghaliex ingala' dak il~kwadru minn leku...Ftit ilu, gara
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l-istess haga. Bella, tista' iggibu mnejn qieghed u
tgieghdu mill-gdid f'leku?

Irma, jien, ma hEbejtux...Mhux jien glajtu minn pestu....
Alla tieghi!...Hares lejja, Jacki... Emminni, mhux jien
neshejtu minn hemm,..Ma nafx x'sar minnu...Bilfers 11
galghu xi hradd iehor.

Xi haddierer? Allure trid tghidli jien ged nehleg minn
zniedl?

Le, Jack... gieghda nghid 1i mhux Jien, imme haddiehor,
(Persaq lejhg Naklef 1i dak il-kwadru mhux jien qlajtu...
Xi mpddieher.,.mhux jien...le, mhux jien.

Xi haddieher, eh? jiaddieher....(Jimbuttaha)  Mur minn
gquddiemi...B'ghemilek i gaphlni nistmerrek...Bniedma bla
SeNS..ss(Jerdag lejn il-gampelena? Issa naraw jekk hux
haddieheor,

Le, Jack...Iddegghiex dik il-gampiena....Nitclbek....
Is6ibx quddiemi lis-sefturi blex tlumni quddiemhem. . .Nerga'
nchidlek 1i mhux jien, imma nitolbeke.. .lis-sefturi issej-
KilemX...Ghidilhem 1i céempiltilhem bi Zhall.ie 11 ma
ghandekx bzonnhemMs ...

(sa dat-tant, Jack, ga daqqg, il-qamp-
piena, Bella tersag lejh)

E.;a niddiskutu bejnietna...Lil dik ix-xbejba, nitelbek,
1ggibhiex qﬂddiemi.-..

(Jimbuttaha l-ura) Ersag l-hemm...Ogghed bilgieghda.
(Jersag lejn ié-¢umnija) Xi haddieher:...Issa naraw!...

(Bella tinsab fug il-pultruna, tibki
u telfeq)

Jagbillek thejji ruhek ghal guddiemhem.

{Tanbita fug il-bieb)
Ghaddi!

(Tidiel Elizabeth)

Ah', .Elizabeth...Ghaddi, gheddi.... Jekk Jjghogbek, ghalag
dak il-bieb....

(Pawsa sakemm Elizsbeth taghlag il-bieb)
u tavvanza fil-kamras,)’ _ d

Elizabeth, gieghda tesserva xi haga niegsa f'dil-kamra?
Hares b'attenzjeni mal-hitan u ghidli jekk kemmxxxk
jengesx xi haga. Harist sewwa? X'esservajt?

Elizabeth: Xejn, sinjur, hlief 1i hemm nieges dak il-kwadru.

Jack

Eliz,.

Jack

(Tindika l-pest b'ida)

Precisament...Dak il-kwadru gie maglugh minn pestu...Hekku,
int mill-dwwel inbaht...Issa, irridek tghidli jekk dalghedu
meta farfart il-kamra, jekk il-kwadru kien ghadu hemm.

Iva, sinjur...Hemn kien ghadu ghaliex farfartu...la nistax
nifhemesoss

Angas jien, Elizabeth, angas jlen.... Issa, gabel tmur,
mistegsija ehra...Dak 1l-kwadru, int, neihejtu minn hemm?
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Le, sinjur...sgur 1i mhux Jjien.

Tajjebl...iIrma, gatt glajtu minn pesti x1 darba?

Le, sinjur, gatt....dien, ghalfejn ghandi immissu dak
il=kwadru?

Sewwa ged tghid...M'ghendek ebda raguni u issa, jekk
johegbek nitelbek tbus dik il-bifbja 11 hemm fug dik
11 skrivanija bhsla xhieda tal-verita' 1i qieghda tghid.

(Pawsa. Blizabeth tidher hosbiena, imbaghad
tbus il-bibbja)
Tajjeb, tistag tmur. Jekk jghegbek, ghid 1il Nancy 1i
rridha minnufih.
Tajjeb, sinjure.
(Elizabeth tehreg wagt 1i thares lejhem
it-tnejn)

(Tersag lejh) Jack, thallihiex tigi gquddiemi...Iddahhalhiex
P'3dil-kamra....Jien ma nghid xejn izjed, anzi nghid 11
nehhejtu jien...Iva, Jack, jien glajtu minn herm. . .Nitelbek,
tressaghiex gquddiemi.

Trid issikket ilsienek?
(Bella terga' togghed bilgieghdas

Tinstama' takbita mal-bieb)
G‘haddi ®

(Tidlel Nancy)
Riedtni, sinjur?

Iva, Nancy, riedtek...Jexk thares mal-hajt, fuq in-naha
tax-xellug, tesserva 1li l-kwadru 1i kien hemm gabel, gie
mnehii.

(Tinzel l-isfel fug ix-xellug) Iva, sewwa qed tghid.
M! ghiad ux hemm...kwazi, kwazi, dak il-hajt, akjar minghajru.

Naney, ma tlabtx kummenti minn ghandek...Nitelbek 11 tkun
ingas inselenti u twiegeb ghall-istagsejtek...Int nehhejtu
dak il-kwadru?

Jien? Sgur 1i mhux Jjien...Jien se negghed nagla l-~kwadri?

Tajjeb u i1 ssa, Jjekk jghegbek, bus dik il-binnja...Aklef
1i mhux int nehhejtu, imbaghad, tista' tmur.

Bil-galb kellha, sinjure... (Tbus il-bibbja bit-tbissima
tas-seltu) Kieku nehhejtu jien, ma kentXeeeee

Dak kellex, Nancy...Tista' tmure...

(Nancy tehreg)

(Jersag biex jiehu 1-bcbbja biex igieghda fuq 1i
skrivanija, faccata) U issa, rajna c¢ar minf nehnhieh.

(Tqum) Tini dik il-bibbja....Tihielil....Irrid inbusha
jien ukell, (Tehedielu minn idu) Hekku., (Tbusha) Rajtni
inbusha? (Terga' tbusha) Qieghed tarani nbusha ghat=-
tieni darba -8

(Bhial mistaghgeb) Bella? Taf x'inti taghmel? Trid,
issa taghmel sagrilegg ukell?
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Le, m'inhix naghmel sagrilegg...Haddieher ged jaghmlu, dan...
Nehlef quddiem Alla 1i dak il-kwadru ma missejtux b(idejja.

(Thus mill-gdid il-bihbja).

Allura, ikelli nghid 1i int mignuna u 1i ma tafx x'inti
taghmel...Bniedma bla mehhl.. Int mignuna,..mignuna bhal
ma kienet emmeR.

Jack, kent weghedtni 1i dil-keima ma tghidieli gatt 1zjed.

Wasal il=-waqgt 1i nitkellmu é¢ar, Della...Jekk int tibga'
sejra hekk, ma tantx tista® ddum takt il-pretezzjeni tieghi.

Jdack...sejra nitelbek ghall-ahhar darba...iva, ghall=-ahhar
darba,...Jien, mera ddisprata...lmma, m'inthix tara 1i jien
foata £'demmi?,..Jekk dan, int, m'ihtix tarah, allura
nghidlek 1i int ragel bla galb...l1 ghandek galb taZ-=%Zenger.

Kempli....kempli ghid dak 1i ghandek tghid....

Jista' jkun 1i jien gieghda niggennen bhal ma kienet emmi,
imma jekk gatt gleghda nitlef is-sensi, int ghandek tehedni
bil—hlewwa...lnsej?ah 1~A1lla xhud tieghi...li jien gatt

m' ghedtlek kelma b'ehra...Jekk jien glajt dak il-kwadru minn
leku, dan ghamiltu bla ma naf...iva, bla ma naf u jekk
fl-ekkaszjonijiet ta' qabel nehhejtu minn hemm jien ukell...
l-istess...ma kentx naf x'jiena naghmel. Jack, jekk jien
nisraglek l-affarijiet tieghek, ié-érieket{ ic-cwievet, ilé
lapsijiet u l-imkatar, imbaghad issibhem f'glegh il-kaxxa
tal-hjata tieghl, bhal ma gle 1i gara, nghidlek 1i ma nafx
1i sraqtemlek jien....Jack, Jekk jien ged naghmel dawn
l=-affarijiet bla sens.,... Ghidli, ghalfejn ghandli neqgghed
nagla dak il=kwadru u nmur nakbieh £'xi pest 1i wiehed jista®
isibu melajr? Jekk jien tassew ged naghmel dawn il-hmerijiet
gllura billfers 1i gieghda niggennen, imma, Jjekk huwa hekk,
jien ghandi nigi iftrattata b'manieri helwin, gentili, biex
fersi b'hekk, nfieg u mhux nigi mehkuda bil~herra u bi kliem
iebes, Alla jaf.,..iva jaf 11 Jiena qieghda naghmel hilti
kellha....Jack, emminni,..Qieghda naghmel minn kellex biex
ma nitlifx sensija...llitolbck 11 ma tkunx iebes mieghi,

Bella, ghaziZa tieghi.... Ghandek xi hiel fejn jinsab dak
il~kwadru bhall-issa?

Iva...Nahseb 11 jinsab wara dak l-armarju.
Jimperta Jekk tmur tara hux hemm?

Lg...xejn affattu.ee.

(Bella tmur hdejn l-armarju, fug ix3Xa.
u minn warajh, tehreg il-kwadru.)

Iva...hawvn gieghed,
Igifieri kont taf fejn gleghed, Bella...Kent taf fejn hbejtu.

Lel..Lel... Isseppenejt fejn jista' jkun....Isseppenejt 1i
gleghed hemm gheliex ga sibnieh hemm darbtejn ehra...Tifhem,
Jack, 11 jiena ma kentx naf 1i gieghed hemm? Nergas® nghidlek
ma kontx naf 1i gieghed hemm.

(Bella tersaq lejh bil-kwadru f£'idejha)
Bella, m'hemm ebda serjeta' billi wiehed jeqghed idur mal-
kamra bi kwadru f£'idejh. Mur u erga' gleghdu fleku.

(Bella iddendel il-kwadru u tinze} fug
ix=X. tal-mejda)

Ara...t-te' insejnieh...Kenna gleghdin nieklu l-isfinegse....
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Bella, ftit ilu ghedtlek 1i jehtieg 1i nitkellmu ¢ar...Iva,
jehtieg...Ghall=issa, m'jien se nghidlek xejn ghaliex demmi
inkessu f'rasi...tant hu hekk 1i sejjer nphreg...Nissuggerilek
1i tmur f'kamartek...teqghed ghal ftit fug pultruna fid-diam.

(Tinzel 1l-isfel mill-mejda) Le, le, mhux fil-kamra tieghi...
F'gieh Alla, tibaghtnix hemmhekk.

Eadd m'hu se jibaghtek bilfers, Bella...Int taf...hawnhekk,
int tista' taghmel 1i trid...bi jghegbek...kull ma tixtieq.

Jack...Qed ihesmi hazin..... Iva...ged ihkessni hazin,

Tajjeb....(Iressaqha lejn id-divan) Ikkalma u egghed
bilgieghda...Fejn hu 1-kall? (Jersag lejn il-cupbeard)
Hawn qieghed...EPawsa) U issa, ghaziza tieghi, inkellik
Pil-kwiet,

(B' ghiajnejha maghlugin, waqt 1i tintelagq aktar mistrieha)
Bilfers trid teohreg Bilfers? Dejjem thallini wskdil wara
xeni bhal dawn?

M'hemnx arcumenti,..Wara t-te, ikeolli nehreg....Illlum se
nehreg ftit aktar lomieni mis-seltu...dak kellu....

(Il-kappell u l-kapett jinsabu fus siggu, l-isfel,
fug ix-X. Jinzel biex Jilbishem. Pawsaj
Tridni nnewwillek xi haga gabel immur?

Le, Jﬂc k.ootista‘ tmur.

Tajjebe (Jersaqg lejn il-bieb u jiegaf) Bilkaeq....Kif
se nghaddi minn gquddiem tal-grecer, aghkjar inkgllsu. Fejn
gieghdtu l~kent, ghaziza tiechi? Tajtulek biex terfghu
x'imkiene

Iva, Jack...Qleghdtu fug 1i skrivanija. (Kwazi se tqum)
Halli...-.

Le...M'hemnx ghalfejn tqum...Titharrikx minn hemm...Halli
nfittxa jien,

(Tersag lejn 1i skrivanija u jibda ifittex)
Taf fejn gleghdtu, Bella? Jaqew tfajtu £'xi kexxun?

Le...fug 1i skrivanija hallejtu, fil-wic¢é...Qieghdtu herm,
il-lejla wara nefs in-nhar.

Tajjebes.issa nsibu...issa nsibus...Imma, int sgura 1li
gieghdtu hawn? Hawn ma jidhrix.

(Taghti salt biex tqum, hesbiena) Jack, jiena sguras 11
hallejtu hemm. Qieghed tfittxu sewwa?

(Kelm) Tajjeb...kellex sew, ghaziza tiechi...Thabbllx rasek,
Ibga' fejn int...m"hemmz ghagéle ghealieh...xi mument insibu,
Le...hawn mg jidhrix...bulfers 1li geghedtu f'xi kexxun,

Jien ma gieghdtux ri kxiexen...'*allejtu hemm, fil-wic¢é
ta' 1i skrivanija. (Tigri lejn 1i skrivanija) M'intix
se tghidli 1a mg sibtux ukell, hux?

Bella, ikkalma...ikkalma.

(Tficcéu b'hegsa kbira) Qieghdtu hawn jien stess...Fejn mar?
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(Tif4#h u taghlaq il-kxiexen) Fejn inheba? U issa,
se tghidli 1i hbejtu jien,

(Jersaq fug ix-X.) Alla tieghil... Sejra izgenninnil..

Wara 1-ikel kien herm...Qeghedtu jien stess...Dan, gleghdin
taghmluh appesta....din kenfeffal.., Inthem ilkell kentra
tieghl...iva, kenfeffa.....(Tibki kemm tiflah)

Jack : (Jersaq lejha, jagbadha minn drieghha u ighezziZa bil-geff)
Se tikkentrella ruhek? Trid tisma'? Madam, ismaghni
x'se nghidlek,..Jekk tghid kelma ehra,,bid-dagga 1i naghtik,
nisturdik u na#flek f'kemartek, fid-dlam,..inkhallik hemm
gimgha shika...Jien kont twaj;eb wisq mieghek, iima issa,
Jektieg 1i nimxi mieghek xert ehira.

Bella: (Taga' gharkeptejha) Alla tieghil.. Ighini Int...Ighini
Int..--

Jack 3 Iva hekk kellek DZen...hekk kellek bsenn...lssa, ifhimni
x'se nghidlek, Sa l-ghaxra se nhallik wahdek...5a dak
il-hin, jehtieg 1li ssib dak il-kent u tammetti guddiemi
1i int hbejtu appesta...jekk le, ikcllek issefri 1-
kensekwenzi.,..Ilkollek tara tabib, anzi mhux wiehed...aktar
minn wieked...Imbaghad jidde¢iedu humma x'ifisser dan l-agir
tieghek,..Qieghda tifhimni x'jiena nghidlek?

Bella: Alla tal-mhiena....Jack...hiu £tit pacenzja bija...Jekk
Jjiena mignuna titlifx sebrek mieghi,

Jack : Pacenzja bik hadt bizzejjed, issa imiss lilek 1i tikkentrella
ruhiek...Jekk ma taghmilx dan, ikelleok issefri l-kecnsekwenzi...
(Wasal fuq il-bieb) Ftakar x'jiena nghidlek.

Bella: Jack...Jacke.e» Tmurx, nitelbek.... Jdack...Ghadek behksiebek
tohedni t-teatru?

Jack @ U ghandek il=wiéé taghmilli mistegsija bhal din?® Le,
Madam, m'inhix behsiebni niehdek teatri,..Imxi mieghi
tajjeb u nimxi mieghek tajjeb...Jdekk jiena u int se nkunu
eghdewwa, ibga' sgura 1li jien nehreg rebbeih.

(Jack jehrog igerger bejnu u bejn ruhiu.
Bella tmur fuq 1i skrivanija u tibda
tfittex fil-kxaxen waqgqt 1i tinfexx tibki.
Tibda tfittex madwar il-kemra, iZZemm
mehha u tibki, Wara ftit, tintefa fuq
id=divan u tinfexx f'bikjas twila. Pawsa.
Tqum u tersaq lejn mejda ¢kejkna u tiehku
xi medic¢ina, Ghadha ma tistax temmen
u t—telfa ta' dan il-kent thoessha gqieghda
tiddispraha. Tidher tixxengel, Tersaq
lejn il-lampa u tbaxxi d-dawl,

Tersaq lejn id-divan u bejnha u bejn rukha)

Alla tieghil... Ikellek hniena minni'!... HEniens minni'..

(Tintelag esawrita fuq id-diven u minn
taht 1-ilsien tinstama® tlissen:)

Alla tieghil..Alle tieghil... (Imbaghad, tinfexx tibki. Pawsa.
Tahbita mgl-bieb, Ma tismaghhiex, Tahkbita
ehra u minnufieh tidhel Elizabeth.)

Eliz, : Madam...Mgdam,...

Bella X'gara, x"gara, Elizebeht? Hallini...Hallini fil-kwiet.

Elize : (Itteftef fid-dlam) Madam, hawn xi haddirid ikelmek,
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Elizabeth,...Ghidlu imir.... Ghidlu lir-ragel mhux hawn...
Lilu irid u mhux 1ili...

Madam, das-sinjur lilek irid...Irid ikelmek senz'altrle...
Rglli 1i Jehtieg 1i int tarah.,.

Nitelbok, Elizabeth...Hallini wahdi fil-kwiet...3hidlu
imur... Irrid neqghed wahkdi,

Madam., ..Madam, jien ma nafx x'ghaddej bejnek u bejn ir-
ragel tieghek, imma hemm bzenn 11 int taghmel Xuragfe...
liz~zemm iebes.

Inhesm i gleghda niggennen...Dak 1i hu ghadde] bejni u
be:in. iP—I‘agel tiegh.ic 80 o 00

Madam...Jehitieg 11 taghmel kuragg....M'ghandekx teqghed
hawvn bilgieghda, fid-dlam...Jekk taghmel hekk, allura
tiggennen tassew,..lMadam, 11l das-sinjur hemm bZenn 11
ta}?ah. .. tara J{' irid...Irilek irid u mhux 1iS-Sinqu'. .0
Qieghed jistenna isfel,..Qum minn hemm,..jien nghinek,...

Alla tieghil!...Foersi gej xi turment ieher? Jien ma
niflahx...Temmen 1i ma niflahx, Elizabeth?

Ealli nghelli d~dawl....(Tghelli d-dawl) Issa jghaddilek,

(Tcqghed fuq id-divan) Elizabeth'... Bhall-issa ma nista'
nilga' 1il hadd...M'inix f'sura 1i nara nies.

Int liebsa tajjeb....Qum fug tieghek...Issa, nista'
nghidlu ighaddi.

(Elizabeth tersaq lejn ilZbieb u tinstama®
tghajjat)

SinJur, tista' titla.

(Bella gieghda thares lejha, kwasi
paralizzata, imbaghad tigri lejn il-=
mera 1i hemm fuq il-mantlepiece u
tirranga xarha, Tégqrhed wiegfa darha
lejn i¢=¢umnija, tistenna, Elizabeth
tibga' l-ura, izZemm il-bieb miftuh,
Ex-Detective Reugh jidhel. Jidher 1i
ghandu madwar is-sittin sena, xaru griz,
gasir, f'sahhktu, Zerr u dhuli fl-istess
Bine Jiddemina s-sitwazzjeni sa minn
kif jidkel in-xena,)

Grazzi, Gedd evening, (Jersaq fuq il=L,) Jekk ma
nizbaljax, int, Mrs. Manningham, Kif int, sinjura?

(Tehedlu b'idu) Kif int? AhFirliee. LiMAe....

Ma tafnix, hux tassew?

Trid tkellem 1il zewgi, hux tassew?

(Li ghed ghandu ida £'idu, ihares lejha ¢ass) Le, le,..
Bil-maglub ta' dak 1i ged tghid...Ghazilt dal-hin 1i i nigi

hawn ghallex naf 1i Zewgek jinsab barra. Jimperta jekk
n-nehkl l-ceat u negghoed bilgieghda?

Iva, ivas.. Ogghed, eqghed bilgieghda,
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Redgin: Madam, int attaenti u izghar aktar milli koent nahseb.
Wiccek jidher sfajjar....Jagew kent gieghda tibki?

Bella: Iva....Jien stess angas naf x'inhu jigrili.

Reugh: Ifa ddumx ma tkun taf, Madam....(Jeréaq fuq ix-X. u jibdas
inehhi l-mufler) Int hija dik il-mara 1i gieghda titlef
sensiha....S5ewwa ged nghid?

Bella: (Tersag lejh, serpriza) X'gaghlek tghidli hekk? Minn int?
Fughiex gejt tkellimni?

Reugh:
(Inehihi l-cest u wagt 1i igieghdu fuq siggu) Naghtik kelmti
1i ma gejtx hawn biex inkellmek fuq it~temp...tassew 1li dan
ta' min jikkemta fuqu, i ma int, Mrs. Msnningham cgieghda
tghaggel wisq...ma nistax nwieghek kellex f'dagga. Minflek
1li nwiegbek sejjer naghmillekxi Zewg mistegsijiet. Jimperta
Jjekic t&gi hawn u taghtini idek? %Pawsa. Bella tebdi
Issa, adam, irridek thares eljjasewwa u tara Jekk tistax
tav@a fija bla bize ta' xejn... Lili, ma tafnix u ghalhekk
ftit u xejn tista' tagqra fuql f'ghajnejja..... Jien f£il-
Hbub ta' ghajnejk nista' naqra hafng fugek,

Bella: Kif? U x'tista' tagra fugi?

Reugh: ®'ghajnejk, nista' nara sinjali ta' wahda 1i sefriet hafna...
sefriet minn-niket u mid-dubju u nibza 1i ghad bagaghlek
issefri ftit iehor...Iva, ftit iecher ghaliex it-tmiem
mhux fil-beghed. Xi tghidli, behsiebek tavda £1ja?
Behisiebek tismaghni bil-kalma kcllha? Jien akbar minnekK....
tant jlen akbar minnekli tista' tghid nigi missierek,

Bella: (Pawsa) Minn int? Alla jaf 1i nehtieg ghajnunas

Rough (Ghadu ged izemmilha idejha) Din l-ghajnuna tinsab quddiemek
Behsiebek tavda f£ija?

Bellat TImma, ghidii minn int.... Xi tabib?
Reugh: ILe m'inix tabib..,.semplicement detective tal~pulizija pajZana.
Bella: Detective tal-pulizija®

Reughs Iva, Biex nghid issew, detective, kent ghaxar snin ilu...
Bdankcllu ghadni detective sallum ghaliex ged nintebahli
kent qieghda tiehu t-te u kellek tieqaf,..Jimperta jekk
tkompli halli niehu kikkra mieghek jien ukell?

Bella: Le, ma Jimpurtax...falli nferraghlek kikkra...Mishun biss
Jjenges.

(Matul digé~diskussjeni 1i gejja, $ibda $ferrah
il=-mishun fit-tea-pet

Rough: (Jagbad sigiu u jressqu lejn il-mejda) Madam, pessibbli
1i gatt ma smejthem isemmuh lié-celebri surgent Reugh, Is~-
Surgeht Reugh kien kixef il-kaZ tad-djament ta' Claudesby.
Dak l-istess surgent 1i kien wassal guddiem il-Qerti 1il
Sandhame..Tghidlix 11 gatt ma smajthem isemmuh.

Bella: Sandham? Iva, dan kien gattiel.,...Niftakar....
Reugh: Iva, Madam...Sandjam il-qattiel u bhall~issa, quddiemek

ghandek 1il dak 11 wassal 1il Sandham f'idejn il-Bejjaee.
Mrs. Manningham, qaddiemek ghsndek hniedem 1i fiz-zmien

kien maghruf hafna.
Bella:
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“Bella: Nista' naghsebe. *a teqghedx bilgieghda? It-te ma
Jahragx wisqe.

Reugh: Grazzi. (Tressag is-siggu lejn il-mejda) Madam, tista'
tghidli xi kemm ilek mizZzZewga?

Bella: Sebgha snin maghlugas
Reugh: U f'daz-smien kellu, fejn kent tegghed?

Bella: (Tferraghlu l-halib u tnewwillu l-kikkra tatete) Ghrall=
ewwel kenna sifirna, inbaghad kenna merna neqghedu f'Yerk-
shire u xi sitt snin ilu, r-ragel hg din id-dar.

Reought: (Jagbad il-kikkra) Grazzi. Allura, ir-ragel tiechek,
kulljum ihallik wehdek, filghaxija?

Bella: Iva, Imur il-kazin fejn hu secéju...Hemmhekk, jghid 1i
imur ukcll biex jaghmel xi negezju.

Reugh:  Hekk tahseb, Y edam? (Ihawwad it-te, hesbien)

Bella: Iva,

Reugh:  Sakemm ir-ragel tieghek ikun barra, int tista' taghmel 11
trid fid=dar?

Bella: Ivas...Stennal... Lel... Pis-sular ta' fuq ma nistax immur.
Imna, ghaliex ged tistagdini?

Rough: Ah!... Fis-sular ta' fuq ma tistax tMUrsece..

Bella: Le...Le... Trid zekker izjed? X'Kont ged tghidli?
(Togghod bilgleghda u tinkina l-quddiem lesta biex twiegbu
b'ensieta’ N

Reugh: Qabel ma nkemplu, “adam, jehtieg 1i nghidlek 1i f'did-dar,
mhux kuXl ma Jjinghad jibge' mistur...Hemm xi hadd 1i dak
1i isir hawn gew, iwasslu barra. Int ghandek mieghek
seftur 1li Jjistrhha Nancy.

Bella: Iva,

Reugh: Kull=filghaxija, “ancy tehreg passiggata ma' wiehed zaghzugh
11 jghdem mieghi. BrrkxmaxEsfx Jien ma negghedx il-
beghed wisg minn hawn...Xi tliet kantunieri.....

Bella: Tassew?

Reugh:  Iva,...Nista' nghidlek 1i kull ma jigri hawn gew, Mr, Beeker
ikun jafu kelma b'kelma u den, imbaghad, jigi jghidu 1ili.

Bella: Kentgnebsru dan...Iva kent naf 1i din tmur tpacépaé¢ barra u
issa 1i m'ghandix dubju iZjed, nillic¢enzjaha.

Rough: Le, adam,.. Nancy m'ghandhiex tigi mhallsa b'dal-med, anzi
nghilllek 1i dak 1i ghamlet, int, ghandek tibga' tsffulha ...
Kieku ma kiex dan in-nugqes taghha, kieku bhall-issa, jien,
ma ninsabx hawn.

Bella: Xi trid tfisser? X'inhu dal-misteru kollu? Int m'ghandekx
thallini fid-dlam...Irridek tghidli kellex.

Reugh: ﬂ?bﬁa 11 ghal ftit ieher ikelli nhallik fid-dlam, ghaliex
Jien ukell, ghadni ma nafx kellex. Nista' niehu fitt
zokker ieher?

Bella: Isbah din!... (Tnewwillu z-zukkariera.)





