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12/07/2013 Postscript to: 
 
 ‘Tobacco Pipes. Mdina, Malta’  

 
 

NGZ 1993 P7  
With regard to my report ‘Tobacco pipes. Mdina, Malta’ 
concerning four fragments from the 1993 Inguanez Street 
excavation, figure 5; it is now possible to say that the stamp 
BONNAUD MARSEILLE was in use between 1880 and 1913. 
 

 

Two other pipes from the same excavation are described below. 

 

NGZ 1993/5 (European pipe) 

Bowl and short stem of white pipe clay, 
stained with use. The bowl is fluted, the 
edges of which continue almost to the stem 
end terminating at right angles. The 
appearance is similar to artefacts made by 
Samuel McLardy of Manchester, UK, 
although it could have been made in 
Scotland by W. White of Glasgow. Late 19th 
century.1 

 

 

 

NGZ 1993/5 (pipa tal-qasba) 

A pale terracotta sack-shaped pipe. Shank opening 10 mm. The 
bowl is decorated with 5 bands of hemispheres standing proud 
under a plain rim. This decorative element is somewhat extended 
on the left side of the shank. The shank is otherwise plain with a 
slightly bulbous termination. Late 18th – early 19th century.  
 
 

 

                                                           
1 Pers. comm. Peter Hammond.  
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In 2008 the bastion beneath Verdala Palace Hotel, Mdina, was showing signs of collapse. The 
Superintendence of Cultural Heritage organised a rescue dig. Among other artefacts this 
revealed four European smoking pipes, kindly shown to us at the St Christopher Street office, 
in 2013. 
 

MDN08/1 
No description. 

 

 

 

MDN 2008/47. Mould made artefact of cream 
coloured pipe clay. Stem missing. The foot is 
damaged as is the decorative element on the 
upper bowl to stem junction.   

     1.8 mm bore at fracture. 

           

 

 

 

 

MDN 2008 1 of 2 Mould made from cream colour pipe clay. Bowl fragment 
in three pieces. Harp decoration on left hand side, most of the strings are 
missing. 1.8 mm through beginning of stem. 

 

 

   

 MDN 2008 2 of 2 Unstratified. White pipeclay. Bowl fragment missing left 
side. Broken foot. No stem. Left side of bowl decorated with eight string 
Irish harp. 
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