
British Guiana AIR MAILS to MALT A 
in the 1930-1934 period 

by Dr. A. Bonnici K.M., M.D. 

On the l31h December 1927 Charles Lindberg made a two month long survey, 
starting from Washington D.C. through Mexico to the Canal zone, then running 
the Spanish Main, and back through the Antilles and Cuba. 

Lindberg favoured land planes, but was forced to conclude that for this region, 
amphibians were the logical choice. 

PAN AM bought Sikorsky S- 38'S mostly for the Caribbean. 
Juan Tripp lost no time in expanding PAN AM's Caribbean bridgehead astutely 

expanded from West-Indian Aerial Express. A succession of additional foreign air 
contracts quickly followed and the British Guiana sector started on the 29th Sept 1929. 
(This information was obtained from PAN AM brochure courtesy of E.B ~ Proud.) 

Edward B. Proud in his excellent publication Postal History of British Air Mails, 
states that, "Air Mails from British Guiana to UK, via New York, started in April 
1930, but no Air Mail covers were seen by him for the period Aprl 1930 to the 22nct 

Feb 1931." 
The route taken from British Guiana was via Porta Rico San Juan, where the 

violet Registered hand stamp was applied, on to Miami, then by rail to New York, 
where the NEW YORK. U.S.A./FOREIGN hand stamp was applied, then across 
the Atlantic by boat to UK, and finally to Malta by boat... between 15- 18 days. 

This versatile aircraft, equally at home as an amphibian on land or water, was the backbone of 
Pan American's fleet during a critical period, laying the foundations of the Caribbean and 

Central American network in 1929 and 1930. (PAN AM) 
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The following reproductions on piece, are of this period, and cancelled by the 
Double ring AIR MAIL G.P.O./ BRITISH GUIAKA with the date in the middle. 

511
' May 1930. 

8"' May1930 

2711
' February 1931 
via Trinidad 

12'" May 1930 

14'" August 1930 
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" August 1931 101

" August 1931 
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131
" August 1931 
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14'" August 1931 

1011
' August 1932 

161
" August 1932 
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AIR MAIL/BRITISH GUIANA/ 5th March I93I -SAN JUAN. P.R. I REGISTERED 8'" March I931 -NEW YORK. U.S.A.! 
FOREIGN/10 March 1931. No Malta arrival date stamp. 
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Pnr A\·ion 

ir Mail 
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MFW AMSTERDAMIB.GUIANA 5 MY 31- SAN JUAN. P.R.IREG1STERD MAY 9 1931 
Back. AIRMAIL. G.P.O. I 1.30.AM./5MY/31 BRITISH GUIANA- S.O. SUPT.1.30/5MY/31 . !B.GU1ANA -NEW YORK. U.S.A. I 5-11/1931 

/FOREIGN- GENERAL POST OFFICEIREG1STERED/23 MAY 31./MALTA . .. 18 days. 
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T.P.O. Bartica Steamer I* I 7 MYI31 I B Guiana- San ]uan.P.R. I May 9/1931. 
Back S.O.SUPT I 1.30.AM 17MY I 31 B. GUIANA- NEW YORK.U.S.A. I 5-1111931. FOREJGN- GENERAL POST OFFJCE I 

REGISTERED 123 MY 31. I MALTA .. . 16 DAYS. 



PDr Avion 

By Air Mail 

Air Mail GPOI8 MY 1311 British Guiana- San ]uan.P.R. 1Mayl9111931 
t: Back. NEW YORK.U.S.A. I 5-11 I 1931. FOREIGN. GENERAL POST OFFICE I REGISTERD I 23 MY 31 I MALTA ... 15 DAYS. 
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AR.- Blairmont I* I 13 My/311 /British Guiana- San ]uan.P.R. I May I 16/1931 
BackA1R MAlL I 11.00 AM I 31 BR1T1SH GUJANA. -NEW YORK.U.S.A. I 5-18 I 1931/FOREIGN.- GENERAL POST OFFICE I 

REGISTERED I 1 ]V 31 I MALTA ... 18 DAYS 
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By ~ir :\lnll 

Air Mail G.P.0./15 MY 31 I British Guiana.- San ]uan.P.R. I May 161931 I Registered 
Back NEW YORK.U.S.A., I 5-18/1931/ FOREIGN- GENERAL POST OFFICE /REGiSTERED I 1 JU 31 I MALTA ... l6 DAYS. 
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NAMl t.NO ADOfll' 

Pur Avion 

Ry Air ,\Ja:l 

Air Mail I I5 My 3I I British Guiana.- San ]uan.P.R. I May I I6 I I93I 
Back NEW YORK.U.S.A. I 5-I8 I I93I I FOREIGN- GENERAL POST OFFICE /REGISTERED I I ]U 3I I MALTA ... I6 DAYS 
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ALBUOYSTOWN I* 8 OC 3I I BRITISH GUIANA WITH Albuoystown in manuscript 
registration label 

Back. AIRMAIL I 6.30.P.M./8 OC 3I I - ALBUOYSTOWN/*1 8 OC 3I I BRITISH GUJANA­
SAN JUAN.P.R. I OCT IO I I931. GENERAL POST OFFICE /REGISTERED I 26 OC 311 

MALTA . .. I8 DAYS. 
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REGISTRATION I * 18 OC31.1BRITISH GUIANA. 
Back SAN ]UAN.P.R.I OCT 101931. REGISTERED- GENERAL POST OFFICE I 

REGISTERED 26 OC 31.1 MALTA ... 18 DAYS. 


