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LETTERS BY ARCHPRIEST S. CASSAR TO HIS
VILLAGE COMMANDERS DURING THE
FRENCH OCCUPATION OF GOZO

PART TWO
6th September 1798 — 30th October 1798
by Dr. A. Bonnici. KM., MD.

Archpriest Saverio Cassar

(Photo J. Cremona)




Undated ? 12 October 1798, NLM Ms 1053 f 12.
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In this letter Dr Francesao Pace Commander of Rabat, informs the Capo Mastro (Head) of

Garzes ~“ower, about the intention of Archpriest Cassar to arrest the "tre Canonici” who
will be sent to him to be kept under close watch in Garzes Tower".

We co not know the names of the "Three Canons" or were they “TWO?”, because in the
next lettar written by Archpriest Cassar to Liberato Grech he refers to "Two Canons”.



Fort Garzes, with Fort Chambray as viewed during the French occupation, 1798.
Water-colour by C. Busuttil. Courtesy, Museum Department Gozo.




13th October 1798, Bonnici Coll No 4.
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This is another letter from Archpriest S. Cassar to Liberato Grech Commander of Caccia
expressing concern about Gozitan Francophiles, even arresting ‘Rev.Canons'.

"I learn from your letter everything that happened yesterday night. I thank you for your
prompt attention to my tesk. This morning the two Canons (not three as indicated in the
previous letters) were persuaded to be imprisoned in Chambray City, and they have already
been sent there, and consequently I no longer need the men to effect their arrest, and as
these two are in a secure place and cannot communicate with people, they will not be able
to win them over.

"I regret what has been done to Notary Pace. I have already written to the men in Nadur
to leave him in peace, whilst my well founded suspicion is against his sons, advocate Luigi
and Daniele, whom it would give me pleasure to arrest. I am surprised to hear that the
unmarried daughter of Notary Pace has been taken to Casal Caccia and then sent back
naked, rest assured that such a thing offends the eyes not only of the local population, but
of foreigners as well, and these are things that are done not even by “Turks”, or other
heretics: warn the people not to do such excesses, because they will be abandoned by God
and they will also lose the protection of the Powers. Let us ensure that in this revolution
the People behave like true Christians, and will not leave a record of any barbarity like the
French, who have attracted the hate of all the world.

"You did well to rush to the aid of Rabat at the noise of shots, but thank Heaven noth-
ing happened".

From this letter it is obvious that Archpriest S. Cassar was displeased at the treatment
received by the daughter of Notary Pace, and exercised leadership in preaching restraint.
He was fully aware that Gozo was being very closely observed by the Portuguese and
British. In fact the first conditions that Nelson later on, demanded of Archpriest Cassar, on
the 24th October, when the French were thinking of surrendering, was "that the Maltese
should not offer them the slightest insult or maltreatment”.

o



15th October 1798, Mons A Gauc1 N° 2.
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In this letter Archpriest Cassar informs Liberato Grech “that he could not send him more
than two hundred musket balls, because of shortage of gunshot”.

He wants to “drop the idea of the mine, because those that were going to construct it
have become discouraged". He "likes the idea of the bombs, but before this can be done, -

the army needs to be reorgenised”:.
"Re the money you mentioned in your letter I like the idea, and assume that it has been
deposited in the "Cassa Publica” to be used for the benefit of the people”.

17th October 1798, NAG Grima papers.
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On the 6th October 1798, Capt Alexander John Ball left Naples in the Alexander for Malta,
as instructed by Lord Nelson, accompanied by the frigate Terpsichore - Capt Gage: the
sloop Bonne Citoyenne - Capt Nisbet; and fireship Incendiary - Capt Barker. (23)

They joined the Portuguese Squadron in the blockade of Malta and Gozo.

In this letter Archpriest S. Cassar informs Commanders Giuseppi Grima and Martino
Hasciac of Zebbug that "he had received an order from the Portuguese anc British
Generals to notify the French Commander to evacuate the Castle, together with his garri-
son, taking with him to the city of Valletta their possessions, except arms, and in order to
make the voyage, they are to be given only boats, to be rowed by themselves, failing
which, the said Generals will attack him without allowing him any quarter. This order I
have already carried out by means of a letter to the French Commander, and am waiting
the reply”.



17th October 1798, NLM Ms 1053 f 5.
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Secretary Fortunato Spiteri in this letter informs Avvocato F. Pace Commander of Rabat
that: "the guard at the back of the bastions which used to be guarded by the
“Zebbugin”will be missing, as they had accompanied in their majority the Superintendent
to Migiarro, and the remaining few have been kept in the village by their Commander. He
was passing on this information so that he could regularise matters".

The Superintendent Archpriest S. Cassar went to Migiarro to go on board the
Portuguese/British ships, to convey the message he had received from the French
Commander, re capitulation as the letter of the 18th October from Secretary F. Spiteri to
Commander F. Pace confirms.

18th October 1798, NLM Ms 1053 £ 7.
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Secretary Dr F. Spiteri in this letter informs F. Pace Commander of Rabat, that "he was
sending a sample of the wheat mixture, and that he was to have a word with Mr Albert
Tabone on his return, who, after visiting the storekeeper, went to Rabat.

It is obvious from this letter, that there were complaints about the mixture of the flour
to make bread.— Another administrative headache.

18th October 1798 , NLM Msc 1053 f 6.
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In this letter Secretary Dr F. Spiteri, informs Commander F. Pace of Rabat, that the
"Superintendant yesterday towards one o'clock left to visit and pay his respects to the
Portuguese and British Commanders, and to convey to them the reply received -rom the

French Commander".
We do not know what the reply of the French Commander was, but by now the French

were seriously considering capitulation, and Archpriest Cassar went to discuss this with
the Portuguese and British Commanders.

Undated ? 18th October 1798, Bondi No 55.

>

i

et

| /// /za//nq. ////nan/:)afo nin & inirr k?‘vnwfg,'
a:,%%ﬁu K‘ W/«M Jimr X /M;L Lw»/w«-
'7m‘ A 45‘07-*/% & st g adyro Y/ Wl
e lipodAo s cli il inorants Dl S,
/JMMMDMQ Lim P ten shv wie :’yzm e

A lanBvoms slbvurs tie o Lorna Dbl flmeos

\?‘/‘.}‘7” [ /M’A co R ,8',1,7%?

15



giaod pllte Lnbons | S frw il miniss
btporie oA Ztorns sl 250 ///M
4G fuesonr L foon é‘w.%my,w?,

% Qivenr o T prarte nl ////j,,,;s &
A Lo //97 UMW A gpures

L
{
o if

Q Yetioig W mi

Secretary Dr E. Spiteri informs Liberato Grech, that "The Superintendent had not yet
returned from his missicn, but before leaving he gave him permission to open his letters,
and so, would like to inform him, that at the moment the Superintendant, Archpriest
Cassar, did not want any flag to be hoisted on any forts, until the return of the boat sent to
Naples, which probably was not far away".

Commander Archpriest Cassar, wanted specific orders from King Ferdinand of the two
Sicilies about this, and was expecting any moment the King’s reply.

16



19th October 1798, Bondi No 41.
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Archpriest S. Cassar informs Commander Liberato Grech of Czccia that “he had returned
satisfied from on board the ships, and in order to force the French to come out of the cas-
tle, a Portuguese Officer was to come the next day, or the day after, in order that he may
negotiate, and conclude the capitulation himself”.

He points out that "the people have to understand that they have to be quiet, to be
respectful towards the Officers, and that they should not do anything which might bring
about hostility of these foreigners, without whom they could not win”.

He also says that "that morning he had received a letter from Licata from Baron
Frangipani" informing him that he was prepared to purchase for them all kinds of provi-
sions, and that he had already sent his man-to Palermo to confirm that he would be able to
obtain from the Viceroy permission for free loading of the provisions. He had asked for a
warrant of authority to act in the name of the people of Gozo, for the purchases, which wiil
be sent to him in due course.

For these purchases he was asking 6415 Scudi. He goes or. to say: "I consider that a
personage like the Baron, could be of great benefit to the people in supplying us with prc-
visions. I am therefore starting to collect an adequate sum and s=nd it to the Baron, and so
I would like to know from you what sum of money can be made use of from the Cassa
Commune".

19th October 1798, Bondi No 42.
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Archpriest S. Cassar informs L. Grech that: "he was making arrangements to send money
in his possession to Sicily tomorrow with a reliable person”.

This money was to be sent to Baron Frangipani in Licata, as per Archpriest S. Cassar’s
letter to L. Grech of the 19th October.

19th October 1798, Bondi unnumbered.
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In this letter Commander F. Pace informs Liberato Grech that "he had received a delivery
order to give flour to the bakers of his district, but regret that he cannot give them any as
they did not even have enough for Rabat".

21



20th October 1798, Bondi 44.
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Archpriest S. Cassar was also preoccupied with treason. In this letter to Liberato Grech of
Caccia he says: "In order to remove any doubts of treason and peril the meeting will be
held in your village of Caccia at 4 p.m. Therefore keep the letter sent to the Nadur
Commander, and give him the enclosed which is the same as yours".

20th October 1798, NIm Ms1053 £ 8.
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Archpriest S. Cassar informs Commander E. Pace, that "the congress had been adjourned
to, tomorrow and will be held in the village of Caccia at 4 pm".

22



20th October 1798, Bondi No 45.
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In this letter Archpriest S. Cassar informs Commander Liberato Grech of Caccia, "that he
will wait for him that evening after the Ave Maria (7pm), as all the Commanders are due
to meet for a congress on affairs of great importance" (the next day the 21st, as per his let-
ter to Commander F. Pace of the 20th). He telis him also that "from Giuseppi Sultana he
had received three hundred scudi, and that evening, the Notary will draw up the deed, so
that he can deposit them in the "Cassa Publica" and concludes his letter by saying: "with
you bring all your men in arms, as the Cormmanders of Nadur will do".

What where the affairs of great importance he wanted to discuss with Congress? He
wanted to inform Congress about the discussions he had had with the Portuguese and
British Commanders on the 19th October.

22nd October 1798, Bondi No 46.
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In this letter Archpriest Cassar informs Commander Liberato Grech of Caccia, that "he was

pleased to know that a vessel had arrived from Baron Frangipani from Licata".
On the 19th October Archpriest S. Cassar had informed Commander L Grech that

Baron Frangipani had agreed to send them food etc. So the vessel arriving in Gozo on the
22nd was very quick work indeed by Baron Frangipani.

22nd October 1798, Bondi No 48.
c/,’f-/ amnfj:

%’{0 com /% « rroevervs w205 o pid meerdi.

o m{(/ﬁ'fi,fl.rl/ﬂglﬁ'z-(a/tdﬂ an//nro a/;)’ b/u)’
A Servins dil fopols, o ofotle' mrev ) Ao
o _ﬂmz;{ﬂf\‘. ré,.ufé;ixmo f%jm P of nolto (n/ e
e copr /%M}}@' mn&i\ Fatlc /- ﬂﬂ . ’

-

&l mrggricire por griftave. #h Lo, < yore anno Hoom
Py i Dhngina tjogn. alle ity Torpan” sn.
Anui’i.., e Moyﬁ "té_ anze /&W ' /bn/ﬁ*rv :
Garche a E;m‘a /pyo, < wnche, o /,7 bl fb’ 4 :
vﬁo //'j/ué-; '3 (glbﬁgm 7 04‘7](‘ /ujﬁi f‘“’ '
non yc:'uf Mﬂ/ ng%: C}'m/{.’ < ﬂ/‘ﬁ?*”"
Lo e con ol Move '\ pfamo Hatle ot X
Mo £ 22. ﬂo'm?ﬂ |
Y Rirird
| 4/ cyCO m ":D'

TR
o0y ANG;

26



/54w
/ A m?om9
The parallel pen marks indicated

/ /
a road and the dashes a horse,
I?C// ‘/a/ ﬁt!&; __ | meaning that this letter was to be

dispatched by a mounted courier.

In this letter the Commissioner of Health Antonio Reynaud and Commander Francesco
Attard of Nadur, express concern about wheat distribution saying: "This is to show our
esteem to you, and to let you know that this morning I sent the bakers to Migiarro to pick
up barley for our village which is in need of it, but they have not found any. Moreover
Venzina was rude to them, re the barley, which arrived by boat on our shore.

There is therefore a great need to regulate distribution, in order to avoid complaints in
our village".

22nd October 1798, Bondi No 49.
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In this letter Archpriest S. Cassar directs Commander Liberato Grech to "work out the
accounts well on the value of the barley, and to include in the price all the expences, but
he was not to sell it at a h.gher price than that arrived at. Never mind if it does not make a
profit, but neither a loss for the Cassa Publica". He also informs him in the postscript, that
"he has bought other consignments from Sicily at 11 scudi 3 tari per “salma” and that in
each “salma” there was 4 tumoli of barley.”

22nd October 1798, Bondi No 50.
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In this letter Commander F. Pace of Rabat informs Commander L. Grech, that "his men
had come to take possession of the cartridges which were to be found in the house of Sig
Mallia".

He points out that this "seemed to him to be against the orders of the Archpriest as
Rabat was not to remain without munitions, being so close to the enemy” and "was going
to inform the Archpriest about this".




22nd October 1798, Bondi No 51.
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In this note Archpriest Cassar says “that he was sending to the commanders (a Holy
Journal) probably meaning a Bible, which was to serve all the posts.” He also informs
Liberato Grech that he was to act as he thought fit to regain payement from a debtor.

(to be continued)

2n

i



MALTA — DIARY
(January - December 1998)

by Anthony Fenech

02.01 The Office of The Postmaster General notified that all postal services normally pro-
vided at Valletta Post Office Counters, The Parcel Post Office and Central Mail Room at
Marsa, Malta International Airport and Branch Post Offices in Malta and Gozo, will not
be provided on Friday 2nd January 1998. All postal services will return to normal on
Saturday 3rd January 1998.

06.01 The public is advised that the Sub-Post Office at 77,3 G. Borg Olivier Street,
Mellieha SPB 14 will be closed until Friday 16th January. The public is also advised to
avail itself of the services offered by the Branch Post Office in Main Street, St.Paul’s Bay.

20.01 The Office of The Postmaster General notified that the selection of the two designs
of The EUROPA 1998 stamp issue will be made after a call for a public competition.
Theme: The 8th September National Regatta Festival

The successful artist would later on be required to prepare designs or layouts for a Postal
Card, First Day Cover, hand datestamp, stamp bulletin and poster.

26.02 A new set of four stamps was issued to-day, featuring Maltese

Costumes. Two of the stamps valued 6¢, 16¢ feature costumes which were on display dur-
ing an exhibition by The Fondazzjoni Patrimonju Malti between
March and April 1998. The other two stamps (also valued 6¢ and
16¢) depict paintings by Antoine de Favray (1706-1798). A sou-
venir sheet to commemorate The Choice of Valletta as European
Ciiy of Culture was also issued to-day. The stamp perforated into
the sheet is valued at 26c. The stamps and Miniature Sheet were

both designed by Frank Ancilleri and printed by Printex Ltd. Two
commemorative covers were issued by The Post Office but only one special handstamp

was used for the cancellation of philatelic mail on the first day of issue.

04.03 The Office of The Postmaster General notified that a stamp design for the three
stamps and a miniature sheet incorporating the three stamps on the occasion of the 1998
Football World Cup Competition Stamp Issue. Theme: France ‘98 F.IF.A. Competition
The successful artist will later be required to prepare designs or layouts for a First Day
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Cover, hand datestamp, stamp bulletin and poster.

14.03 The last day that the Post Office Counters have provided services at Auberge
d’Italie. The move will be made to-day when Counter services will be provided only up to
1 p.m.

16.03 Valletta General Post Office counters have moved to Dar 1-Annona at Castille
Square with effect from to-day. All services previously provided at the Auberge d’Italie
will now be available at Dar 1-Annona.

16.03 The Sub-Post Office at Marsascala (Wied il-Ghajn S.P.0.) will be closed between
Monday 16th and Monday 30th March. The public may avail itself of services at Zabbar
Branch Post Office.

23.03 A Temporary Branch Post Office will be in operation
at the Mediterranean Conference Centre for the duration of {WoRLD TELECOMMUNICATION 98
The World Telecommunications Development Conference, | DEVELOPMENT ConrERENGE
from today Monday 23rd March to Wednesday 1st April. 23 MAR 1948
Members of the public are not allowed entry so philatelists 5\1@/&”;("
are asked to leave philatelic material at the Philatelic Jmen conreaence ¢

E VALLETTA

Bureau,for transmission. A special hand postmark was used
worded as follows: “World Telecommunication Development Conference 98/Date/MAL-
TACOM/Med. Conference Centre Valletta”

23.03 The public is advised that the Sub-Post Office at Bugibba (Bugibba S.P.O.) will be
closed between Monday 23rd March and Saturday 4th April. The
public may avail itself of services at St. Paul’s Bay Branch Post
Office.

Jum il-Firug

28- 111 - 1993

28.03 The Historic Commemorations set was issued today. The set
consists of two se-tenaat pairs issued to commemorate the 200th
Aniversary of the departare of the Knights of St.John from Malta and s s
the arrival of the French. Stamp values: a pair of 6c stamps and a pair ommemoraz zjoni
of 16¢ stamps were designed by Joseph Mizzi and printed by Printex

Ltd. on Maltese Crosses watermarked paper. A special hand-post-

mark was used for cancellation of philatelic mail on the first day of
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issue. One of the set of special hand postmarks was prepared purposely for the T.P.O.
operating at The Mediterranean Conference Centre, Valletta to cancel First Day Covers
posted at the temporary post office.

17.04 The Acting Postmaster General notified that the selection of the five desigus of the
ANNIVERSARIES Stamp Issue would be made a’ter a call for a public competition.

Themes: 50th Anniversary UN Declaration on Human Rights;
50th Anniversary General Retailers and Traders Union (GRTU);
150th Anniversary Foundation Chamber of Commerce;
50th Anniversary International Maritime Authority;
25th Anniversary Air Malta

not later than 1.00 pm on Tuesday 12th May 1998.

The successful artist will later be required to prepare designs of layouts for a First Day
Cover, hand datestamp, stamp bulletin and poster.

20.04 The Post Office is using a stamp cancellation slogan “The Malta Chember of
Commerce — 150th Anniversary (1848-1998)” from today Monday till Thursday 30th
April (excluding April 26th) at the Central Mail Room, Marsa. The slogan readls: “The
Malta/Chamber/of Commerce/1848-1998/150th Anniversary” and incorporates the logo
of the Malta Chamber of Commerce.

22.04 The “EUROPA °98” postage stamp set of two stamps was

issued today.

E0ROP\

ETa W2

The theme for the Europa stamps was ‘National Festivals’. The 16¢
stamp designed by Frank Ancilleri and the 35¢ designed by Richard
J. Caruana show the 8th September Regatta. A spec:al handstamp was
used for the cancellation of philatelic mail on the first day of issue.
Date of withdrawal of this set of stamps will be 22nd April 1999.

06.05 A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading “International Nurses Day/12th May”
will be used from today May 6th until May 12th excluding Sunday May 10th, at the
Central Mail Room, Marsa.

09.05 One of the Birkirkara B.P.O. Counter metal datestamps was replaced by a new one
with effect from to-day, Saturday 9th May. Yesterday was the last day that the old metal




datestamp was put into use on the Counter.

13.05 A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “Institute of/Health Care/a decade of
excellence” was used from May 13th to May 19th (excluding May 17th) at the Central
Mail Room, Marsa.

20.05 A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading “Nestle/75 years/in
MALTA” was used fromx May 20th to May 26th 1998 at the Central
Mail Room, Marsa.

23.05 Maltapost plc notifies that a special hand postmark “TEMA 24”
will be in use at the Counter Hall Valletta on the 23rd May 1998. The
handstamp will also be ir. use by a representative of MALTAPOST plc
at the “TEMA 24” philatelic exhibition being held at Sevezo, Italy
between the 23rd and 24th May 1998.

27.05 New Postage Starp set “International Year of the Oceans” was

issued today. The stamps 2c, 6¢, 16¢, 27c were designed by Isabelle
Borg and printed on watermarked paper (Maltese Crosses) by

Printex Ltd. A special handstamp was used for the cancellation of
philatelic mail on the first day of issue.

08.06 A special hand postmark was used at the Sliema Branch Post ‘

Office commemorating the 75th Anniversary of Sliema Band Club.
The harndstamp was inscribed as follows: logo of the club /Sliema
Band Club/75th Anniversary/8-VI-1998/Sliema-Malta”.

stamps were designed by Richard J. Caruana. A special handstamp
was used for the cancellation of philatelic mail on the first day of issue.

& TNTERMATIONAL]
S FalR OF MALTA

instead of red. 28 JUN 1598

26.06 Maltapost plc launched its new colours — yellow and blue {44

NAXXAR - MALTA

28.06 A Temporary Branch Post Office was opened at the 41st
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International Fair of Malta, Naxxar, from Sunday, June 28th to Sunday July 12th. The
counter services available were those normally available at all Branch Post Offices and
included also Parcel Post Service. Postal articles posted at this T.P.O. were postmarked by
a special datestamp inscribed as follows: “41st International/Fair of Malta/date/Naxxar -
Malta”.

06.07 A counter service was introduced at the Central Mail Room Marsa as from to-day.
The metal handstamp CENTRAL MAIL ROOM - MALTA - used is identical to those in
use at the CMR presently.

27.07 Mgarr S.P.O. is closed temporarily as from to-day, until August 5th. Clients may use
the Post Office Branch at Mosta.

30.07 The Ministry of Communication of The Republic of Korea has launched a compe-
tition for the design of two stamps to commemorate the 125th Anniversary of the
Universal Postal Union and the 108th Session of the International Olympic Committee.

The competition is open to both Korean and overseas participants. ,Y‘\M\Lnﬁ(?zﬂ%
. . - e A%
Designs must be submitted to The Ministry of Korea by September /«" ‘;\ 7 /‘?p\

———
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30th. Further information available from The Philatelic Executive, {1973 /> 1A < 1998)
. o pstpestta R N

Maltapost plc, Marsa. 3?@,) /~\ ;57
Nyt

01.08 A special hand postmark was used at the Counter Hall (Dar
Annona), Valletta, to-day, to mark the 25th Anniversary of The Italian Military Mission
1973-1998/logo/Valletta - 1.VIII.1998 - Malta”.

10.08 It was notified that the following three Sub-Post Offices were to be closed tem-
porarily as follows:

Tarxien Sub-Post Office between August 10 and 22. The public is advised to use instead,
the Paola Branch Post Office at The Civic Cent-e in Paola Square;

The Ta’ Xbiex S.P.O. between August 10 and 14. The public have been advised to use the
Msida Branch Post Office during this period;

The Sub-Post Office in Kalkara between August 10 and 20. The pub-
lic have been advised to use the Cospicua Branch Post Office during

( e

RICCIONE
28-29-30.VilL.1938

A TaposTe

this period.

24.08 The Dingli Sub-Post Office will be closed between August 24



and 29. The public is advised to use the Rabat Branch Post Office during this period.

28.08 Maltapost plc used a special hand postmark inscribed “Riccione/ 28-29-
30.VIIIL.1998/Maltapost plc” at the Counter Hall, Valletta on Friday 28th and Saturday
29th August 1998 during office hours. An identical handstamp was also available at the
Sliema Stamp Shop Stand at Riccione, Italy, between August 28-30. Mr. Joe Buttigieg was
appointed to represent Maltapost plc for the occasion.

S Q
02.09 Maltapost plc issued the latest posting dates for Christmas r@g} Pm"ga %8
A

mail.
BAOIRANR

LY S ot )
4-13:1X-1998
TIOMAL PHILATEUC
04.09 A special hand postmark “Portugal 1998” was used at the 'NTERNAE;::nsmou'

Aaitapnst pl
Counter Hall, Valletta from Friday 4th to Saturday 12th Mailzpost plo
September 1998 (except on Sunday 6th and on Tuesday 8th) during office use. The hand-

stamp was also in use at Portugal ‘98 International Philatelic Exhibition held at Lisbon,
Portugal between Friday 4th and Sunday 13th September by the Agent for Maltapost plc
at the Exhibition. The handstamp was inscribed: “Portugal 98/4-13.1X.1998/International
Philatelic/Exhibition/Maltapost plc.”

05.09 The Sliema Sub-Post Office (Tigne Sub-Post Office) in Tigne, Sliema, will be
closed between September 5 and 7. The public are advised to use the Sliema Branch Post

Office in the meantime.

17.09 The “Anniversaries 1998” postage stamp set was issued to-day.

The stamps commemorated the following anniversaries: @W‘LHRUG%
Ic - 50th Anniversary International Maritime Authority AT X 1908
6¢ - 50th Anniversary UN Declaration on Human Rights ANNNERSARI
lic - 50th Anniversary General Retailers and Traders Union

(GRTU)

19¢ -150th Anniversary Foundation Chamber of Commerce

26c - 25th Anniversary of Air Malta.

The stamps were designed, after a competition, by Harry Borg. A spe-

cial hand-postmark was used for cancellation of philatelic mail on the 7 Az ann

first day of issue. 1798 5-X 1998

01.10 A new metal datestamp was used at Zabbar and at San Gwann

~



Branch Post Offices to-day. Consequently, Wednesday 30th September was the last day of
use of the old worn out datestamps which were replaced by the new ones.

05.10 Maltapost plc notified that a special postmark to commemo-
rate the Battle of Haz-Zabbar (1798-1998) was to be used at Zabbar
Branch Post Office today, during the normal Branch opening hours.
The postmark read as follows “Qawmien Kontra _-Francizi/Battalja
ta’ Haz-Zabbar/1798 5-X 1998/Zabbar-Malta.”

09.10 A special hand postmark was used at the Counter Hall of The Post Office (Dar
Annona) in Valletta, to-day, to mark U.P.U. Day. The handstamp was inscribed as follows:
“World Post Day/U.P.U. Logo/One World - One Postal Network/Valletta - 9.X.1998 -
Malta.”

19.10 A machine stamp cancelling slogan readirg: Middle Sea
Race/Royal Yacht Club/R.O.R.C.-F.I.V./24th Oc-ober ‘98” was
used at the Central Mail Room, Marsa between Monday 19 and !
Saturday 31 October (excepting Sunday 25).

»ETL
[—P{_&‘lgg:j 23 - X-1- XKl

23.10 Postal Card (No.19) was issued on the occasion of the par-
ticipation of Maltapost plc at the Italia ‘98 International Philatelic Exhibition which was
held in Milan, Italy between 23 October and 1 November 1998. The Card has imprinted
thereon the two stamps of the Europa ‘98 postage stamp set and the logo of the exhibition.
Both mint and cancelled Postal cards were put on sale at the price of 51c each. The spe-
cial postmark was used at the philatelic counter of the G.P.O. as well as at the Malta Post
Office Stand at Italia ‘98 in Milan. The special hand postmark was inscribed as fol-
lows:"Ttalia ‘98/Maltapost/ 23.X - 1.X1.”

23.10 Maltapost plc notified that a special postmark to commemo-
rate Juan Bautista Azopardo, a Maltese from Senglea who reached
the rank of Admiral in the Argentinian Navy, was used at the
Counter Hall, Valletta. The handstamp was worded as
follows:”Juan Bautista Azopardo/Valletta-Malta/1848 - 23.10-
1998”. Commemorative Cover No 12 designed by John Micallef
was prepared by the Spanish/Maltese Circle to commemorate Juan

Bautista Azopardo on this occasion.




28.10 A special postmark to commemorate the 200th Anniversary
from the capitulation of The French Forces in Gozo was used at
Victoria, Gozo Branch; Post Office on Wednesday 28th October °’
1998. Tre special hand postmark was inscribed as follows: ”200

Sena mi l-Kapitulazzjoni/tal-Francizi f’Ghawdex/Victoria-Gozo - \‘
28.X.1998 - Malta.”

19.11 The “Christmas 1998”° postage stamp set of four stamps was issued to-day. The

stamps feature paintings by Mattia Preti (1613-1699). Three of i - 93
Milied_

the stamps included a small surcharge to be distributed to Child

Welfare institutions and philantropic organisations. The stamps
valued 6c, 6¢+2c, 16¢c+3c, and 26¢c+3c were designed by the
graphic Section of Maltapost plc. A special hand postmark was
used for the cancelling of philatelic mail on the first day of issue.

05.12 A Temporary Branch Post Office was in operation at the Mediterranean Conference
Centre, Valletta from Saturday Sth to Sunday 6th December 1998 dur-
ing the 9th Centenary celebrations of The Sovereign Military Order of "‘?;DATTYEEREPT “Lg,

Malta. Since the public would not be allowed entry, philatelists were ccVF:RE,t‘EC iEmRE 5,
b @

o _ ¢ - 5DECI998 .
onward transmission to be postmarked by a special datestamp i :

-
inscribed as follows:”S.M.O.M. 9th Centenary Celebrations/Malta ks % ¥
Mediterranean/Conference Centre/Valletta/-5SDEC 1998 or -6DEC /{\\ s
1998”.

asked to leave philatelic material at the Philatelic Bureau, Marsa, for *

12.12 Meltapost plc informed the public that the latest posting date for local pre-Christmas
delivery was Saturday 19th December. The public was urged to purchase Christmas
stamps with surcharge as this would be used to help children in need. Maltapost recom-
mended the use of the postcode on all letters for the safest and swiftest delivery.

Have you paid your membership fee for 1999 and 2000

Please send immediatly your subscription to:

Mr. J. Buttigieg
Treasurer o
“Miriam House” Zerafa Street, Marsa HMR 14
Malta

2R



 Christmas Card
Anniversary Card
Congratulations Card

Greeting Card

A L8 Telecord, gives you aceess to 100 persons and
more thon 1,500 telephone Bmim
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The Brandstétter Group - Malta has been
producing Playmobil locally for over two
decades. The global success of this
product has resulted in significant growth
and diversification of the Group; which
now consists of six companies. With
each specialising in its own field and
producing a comprehensive range of
diverse products from steel moulds to

electro mechanical timers to system

A software. Of course the same high levels
ERR%T'JDPST':\\AHEi{ ’ / > . of quality and service that has come to

be expected of Playmobil are offered by
all of the companies that form the

Proudly representing Malta
Brandstétter Group - Malta.

AROUND THE WORLD

For further information contact:

BRANDSTATTER
GROUP - MALTA

B36, Industrial Estate, Bulebel, Zejtun ZTN 08. Malta.

TEL: (356) 693764, 693747, 693756, 69900-0 (or ext.).
FAX: (356) 693761,

E MAIL: POstmaster@playmobilmaita.com
wes sITE: www.playmobilmalta.com

hob software itd ] hob components Itd [ hob electronics ltd | inmold itd | playmobil funpark [ playmobil {(malta) Itd lplaymobil 1.2.3. itd
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