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A new decade. A

new Europe. A new look

Introducing the

new look airline. for Air Malta.
A bold new livery
For the to reflect the Europe of

new look Europe. the nineties.

And not just a new

look. Abrand new aircraft.

Because in 1990 Air Malta will be taking delivery of the world
acclaimed Airbus 320.

With seating for over 174 and a turn-around time of just under an hour, the
new A320 will play a major role in our dedication to developing ties with
Europe.

As wells as developing our routes.

Just ten years ago, we flew 850,000 passengers to, and from 25 airports.
Today it’s well over a million passengers and 48 airports.

Three of which are completely new routes — Athens, Copenhagen and
Geneva.

Which is exactly how it should be for an airline that’s always seen itself as a
major player in the European Market.

And we've every intention of being an even bigger player and creating even
stronger links with Europe in the 90’s.

But the new look and new Airbus are only a part of it. Not everything’s new.
Some things we’ll never change. Our service. And our welcome. That's a

promise!

Forfurtherinformation :
about our schedules “phone
your travel agent or
Air Malta.
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SLIEMA

STAMP
SHOP

P] (PROP. J. BUTTIGIEG)

93, Manuel Dimech Str., Sliema
Tel: 342189 Fax No. 346069

— Publishers of the J.B. Catalogue
of Malta Stamps
— Specialist of Malta Stamps
— New issue service of any country
— Postal History
— Stockbooks. albums and other
stamp and coin accessories
— Packet material and kiloware.

We also buy Malta and foreign collec-
tions and accumulations.

We are also interested in buying

postcards and cigarette cards — Best
Prices Paid
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THE KAREN GRECH CROSSES

By Giovanni Bonello LL.D.

On December 28, 1977, Karen Grech, the teenage daughter of Professor Edwin
Grech, was murdered by the explosion of a letter-bomb addressed to her father.
Despite the lapse of time and the change in government, no one has yet been
charged with the infamous crime.

The repercussions — human, political and social — of that letter-bomb were
far reaching. Tensions between the parties, already red-hot, increased. Fear,
suspicion and murder added new dimensions to thelocal political scene; that dark
menace has not been completely defused yet.

The postal authorities were quick to react to the outrage. Lethal letter-bombs,
previously unheard of in Malta, had overnight become a sad reality. Something
had to be done, and fast.

The first step was that all postal objects addressed to persons, or classes of
persons percieved tobe “at risk”, were vetted for explosives and certified harmless
before delivery. These included all medical doctors and surgeons, politicians and
the civil and religious authorities.

The early clearance certificate consisted in a manuscript X’ on the coversigned
or initialled by one or more postal officials (Fig. 1 and 2).

Fig. 1 An early example of bomb-scare cettification, consisting of a manuscript “X’ and the
signature of the examining officer. Letter dated 3 January 1978, a few days after the
murder of Karen Grech.



Fig. 2 Lefter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, before the issue of the ‘X’ handstamps.
Certified by manuscript ‘X’ and two signatures.

Then, on October 5, 1984, new postal regulations (N2 832) were published in
the Government Gazette, to the effect that, in so far as internal mail was
concerned, only postcards and normal envelopes clearly containing letters could
be posted in mail boxes.

All otherbulkyitemshad to be handed in unsealed at a Post Office — Sub-Post
Offices excluded — where the sender had to fill in a detailed form and produce his
or her identity card. Articles not in accordance with those regulations were to be
returned to the sender, or otherwise disposed of as the Postmaster General
directed.

All post offices were, meanwhile, provided with a special handstamp, repre-
senting an ‘X’ (a St Andrew’s cross) with the name of the post office over the X,
In all I have found 17, i.e., Birkirkara, Cospicua, Gzira, Hamrun, Luqa, Mosta,
Msida, Paola, Qormi, Rabat, Sliema, Valletta, Zabbar, Zejtun, Zurrieq, Mgarr-
Gozo and Victoria-Gozo. I am reproducing these in tabular form (Fig. 3). Maybe
readers know of others.
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X

f QOSPICUA
HAMRUN LUQ A MSIDA
vy
MOSTA PAOLA
X | X
RABAT SLIEMA
2ABBAR ZEYTUON FURREQ
MGARR VICTORIA
GOZ0 GOZO

X

Fig. 3 X’ rubber handstamps were issued in October 1984 to all the Post Offices in Malta

and Gozo. They were used on bulky letters.
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Fig. 4 A Valletta ‘X' handstamp on a letter addressed to the Apostolic Nuncio on 23
November 1984.

Fig. 5 The ‘X’ handstamp used in the Cospicua Post Office.




Besides to the Post Offices, other X’ handstamps were issued to certify

inspection and safety. These were:

C.M.R. (Central Mail Room)

Delivery Branch

D.L.O. (Dead Letter Office)

Govt. Depts.

G.P.O. Counter (General Post Office)

Parcel Post

R.L.B. (Registered Letter Branch)

I am also reproducing these in tabular form (Fig. 6). If readers know of others,
I would be interested to list them.

, DELIVERY
CMR, BRANCH

X | X

X COUNTER

GOVT. DEPT®

PARCEA RLB,
POSY X

Fig. 6 Other ‘X’ handstamps used by Postal branches and government departments.
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Fig. 7 A registered A.R. letter to the Chief Justice, certified harmless by the Registered Letter Branch.




Fig. 8 Aletter from Libya addressed to His Grace the Archbishop, certified free from
explosives by the Delivery Branch.

The Karen Grech crosses vary considerably in size and thickness. Some (e.g.
Zejtun) have been seen in violet; others (e.g. C.M.R., R.L.B.) are occasionally red,
even when the postal object is not registered.

As can be imagined, handing in every bulky letter at the Post Offices caused
great inconveniances. Occasionally it took hours to fill in the forms, queue up at
a counter, assist at the examination of the contents and obtain the ‘X’ cross before
the letter could be inserted in the postal stream.

No one denied the utility of the precautions, but articles in the press (e.g. In-
Taghna, November 27, 1984) ridiculed the burocracy and the double payment of
postage when the bulky letter, posted in a mail box, was returned to sender, but
with stamps cancelled.

The invasion of privacy was also regretted. Bulky lettes were seen by post
office clerks before posting, or were opened when found in mail boxes. Diplomatic
missions, it was said, resented these intrusions against the code of confidential-
ity.

For the purpose of returned bulky letters posted in contravention of the
inspection regulations, special handstamps were issued: “Not in accordance with
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posting conditions”. Presumably, every Post Office was issued with one. T am
publishing three different specimens. (Fig. 9).

NOT IN ACCCRDANCE
WITH POSTING CONDITIONS

Not in accordo»-
with Posting Condi®. ..

NOT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH POSTING CONDITIONS

Fig. 9 Three samples of the instructional handstamp issued to reject bulky letters which
had been posted directly in mail boxes.

Fig. 10 Part of wrapper with handstamp “Not in accordance with postal regulations” in use
after the letter-bomb murder.
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The practice of handing in bulky envelopes at Post Office counters, gradually
fell into disuse and has, for some years now, been discontinued. Not so the
verification of letters addressed to certain persons. The X’ certification is still to
be found on correspondence addressed to Ministers and other classes of profes- =
sionals in the public eye. This is still sporadically current today.

On the 10th January, 1978 the Postmaster General sent the following letter to
membes of Parliament and Doctors of Medicine.

2891/p/77 Department of Posts
Auberge d'ITtalie
Merchants Street,
Valletta

10th January, 1978

Dear Sir/Madam

This is to inform you that as part of the precautions
being taken by this Department following the sending
of two letter-bombs through the post, all mail
addressed to Members of Parliament and doctors of
medicine is being handed by postmen to an adult member
of the household and not delivered through the letter-
box.

Any mail found in private letter boxes or posted through
any slot for the purpose is, therefore, to be considered
as suspect until further notice. “

Yours faithfully,

/
GW Borg
Postmaster General.

Karen Grech paid with her younglife for some obtuse hate, but her martyrdom
is not forgotten. The new maternity wing of St Luke's Hospital bears her name, -
and, in hundreds years’ time, the Karen Grech crosses will keep her memory alive
throughout the world of postal historians.
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SYMPHONY IN STAMPS

By Chev. Peter Paul Vassallo




22

&

DISINFECTION

By Dr. A. Bonnici, MD
DIARY OF THE PLAGUE EPIDEMIC OF 1813

(Continuation)

Part N2 20
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il feegtion of tw Regt. D¢ Roliy, ~ Ls Resl Mariay, i Militari ¢ éeccéttnandene il Regimento
m’m’:::’a':rm\';;:i (::md'i:: ::eci?regy.cdve Hospfu!s. contioue 1y I Rall ) e li Prigienieri di Guerrs, irduiendovi i lore respettivi
Pesfectly frce lrom any susgicicus symptomes ‘ Ospedali sitguono perfertariencd liberi da ogai sospetta
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NOTIFICAZIONK

A tenore dei Rapoorti fatti dalli Sizneri Medici al Cons;gl;o
di Sapind, il Pusbiico viene informato che aclle scorse veatiquatty’ore
morirono di Peste le segucati 65 Persone.
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And tha 3o Persons have fallen sick, undee suspicious sy natoms, viz.

p Siril:va parimenti emar ca fatz 1mmiate,con si1t0 vi sr9p2tti 35 Persaned
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CASAL Z-bbug

_The Nuvy, Military

(with the exc:ption of the

Rege. D2 Rol),

b VALTETTA FORTE MANUEL
h Reale No. H3 Michte Ateard 1 Nelle Rar. di f re. g speeti Elens Mullia 3 — Birchircara Gregorio Deboao
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Ls R-al Miriny, i Milicari ( eccettuandone il Regimeato
De Roll ) e li Prigwoieri di Guerra, iadlulendovi i loro respeturvi

¥ Prisoners of W, saclulitg ther resprctive

Hospisals, consinue

Kifeetly free from any s2¢picious symptoms.
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Ospedal sieguono perfetcamente liberi da ogoi sespetia.
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NOTICE

NOTIFICAZIONE

A. tenore dei Rapporti fatri dalli Signeri Medici ol Congi,
di Sanitd, il Pubblice vieae informats che nelle seorse ventiquattr'ore

Council of Heulch, the Public is informed that the Deattis oceasioned
morirono di Peste le seguenti 67 Persone.

(]
cooxpine te the Reports made by the Medical Gentlemen to the %
by Pisgue within the last twenty-four bours heve been 67, viz. |

FI ORIANA

VALLETTA VALLETTA

ph s P.}_nuo Ne, 3 F'nncegra S‘ziu. : Ospedale di Peste Michele Freado  : Furri la Vittorioss, Fort. 19’ Loe, Baldseching
S Nicola 9 (.;"" Hatea Portell —— Vincerza “i Giargio : Nel Rabbato dells Notabils  Margh. Mifiud
- s3  Francesco Frento — Maria Gal-a ¢ CASAL Birchircara Anns Calldja -
_ . 137 Pugq 1 Buhiziar — Caterinag Eltul —_— S Fraoc, Usxioi
Rutsrica 33 Rou h_lam —_— Giovsani Falzon — — Anca Yosmfle
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S, Zaccaria 24 S F.Giws. Ferrugia © a— Mar. L‘q’hrdt D e — attin
§. Paclo 1hg  Caterina Culejra : FORTE MANUECL ! —— Curmi i
'gnFunEo 41 Rowua 2 rafa : Barracche de’ fortem, sosaetti Gaerano IS D e — atrugia
ipedale o’ caservas. Frane l‘ndn! FLORIANA P — Ay ’i, Cachig
_— Selvs toc: Kili s Strada S, Pranc-sca Ne. 75 Liberata Xicluae —_— — Severio Vella
— Ciuseppe d’Antenio | ——  Botannies Csterins calt: — — Gius. Brincat
pedale di Peste Sig. Saverio Musci © I'urze Bricesnica §6 Costmo Debuno == Zablur Antonis Caruans
Chirurgo ¢ Sopre il Crowufigro Maria Ter. 1§ e, Tihlg Maria Bannici
— Fraocesca Cini } Ogp:dsle di peste Mich, Poromalll, ~ 5 == oamw Antenis Grech
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[R— M. Lomoaaovje § —— v 5; — g _Gio. Batwa Farrugia
| - Teress Sad : — Mol P om— Caterina Vassilio
— Teresa bilul : PR Gius. Eommnmudl £ S weswm Grarie Galea




€C

— Filippo Spiczei — Antoole fmaay ; evens Luce R i
Sa— i : ) *
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—_— Gioveodi Grimi  * — ""Gﬁk.!?'“‘ 3 — Mol
LR— - Mligrin: Vella
i thet 32 Pervens have fullen sick, uader cuspicione symptemii ol | ‘Stellowasddbaenti esser cadure amepblitganrdlitoind sospetti 33 Parseney
VALLETTA FLORIANA Mm&..i corpo di) Vircerzs Gules Cape

M Seluto No, 88  Suoe Marisans de Plaso
= lladese 20 Margherita Rrimcat

~ Mlndu-p‘. t54 Celesting Veils .
= Llea 14> As'res Bruns
~ Fimco 16 Gresia Paee —

Mursamuscet, 96 Guseppe Fobei
~ S.Nicols 13> Maria Camiileri
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Strede §. Frong Bk 45  Astonls Abelo
——  $/Tottding: 86 Ands Xicluns
p— §7 Giuseppe Caruana
e Mirwvees 99 Teresa Salibe
m—— wn  Mougherita Sliba
——  Capucciel g4 Corio Grech
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Cap. Poolo Grech == )
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The Nivy, Militiey: (vith the exseption of the Regt. De RoM),
Prisooers of War, including their resp-ctive Hospitals, condiaue
tly frce from any suspicicus symptems.

Palacey 16 July, (8:5.
L B- Order of the Councily

7 CAS 1. MMLLER, Secrererye

La Real Mirqy, § Militari ( eccettuandone il Regimenso
D2 Rall) e i Prigionieri di Guerra, ivolulentovi i lore respetavi
Ospedals sicgaono pecfettimzote  liberi da ogni sospetto.

Palanso 16 Luglio 1813.
1¥ Ordice dcl Consiglio
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NOTIFICAZIONE

Hﬂ EXCELLENCY The KINg
MidIUNE R, convinced that the dreq
still prevails throaghout this Istand b,
PROVIDENCE, been Zrestly restrained in its progress,
by the virious preciutivaary and restrictive mearures
which have from time te time been erjuined, und feele
Jog 1be most anxious solicitude thag no pricticabie and
consistent means which m -y tend towards the dimiaution
wd firal cx-incticn of the disease be omiceed, deems it
pecessary, in complisnce with the opinion of the Ceuncil
of Heslth, to urder the strict observance of the following
sdswonsl regulations sad restrictions, under the severesg

pessitics.

8. That, with the exception alrealy provided
for, in regerd to persons employed in the Public

s CIVIL COM.
dfal maludy which
s, under RIVINE

Setvice, #0d orhereise duly authoris:d, in terms of
the Procldmatien under date of the ¢1th instant, no

person resi iog in Vallerea or Florisns shail go abroad,
even withio the limes of his respective disince, unless
betwyeen the hours «f 6 and g0 o'clock in the moening,
esgh of which hours will be notitied by the sounling
of the gres bell of 5e. Juba's Church,

~5
! SuA ECCELLENZA it Regio Gisile Comaission
:  nario persusso che la terribile mulattia, che accor do-
mina in quest’isols & stata sorto la DIVINA PROV(.
:  UENZA sommaimente frenata ne"suniprogressi per mez-
I 2o Jelle diverse misure di precsuzione, € restrizioni che
faron di tempo in tempo crdinate, e provando la mag..
gior ansiet?, e scllecitudine che son venga trascursio
alcuno dc’mezzi  pessibili, e praticabili che posssn  tepe
dere a ciminuire vieppid, e totalmente estinguere lg
malattia istess, conformandosi all'opinione del Coosiglio
di Sanith crede necessario ordinare 'esaita ©sservanza
de’seguenti r.golaments sute le pid severe pene.

1, Che selve le provilenge date col reecente
Proclamg degli 1r. ccrrente in quinto nll; persane
impiegite nel scrvizio “piihblico o ‘.ol‘mmenu debita-
mente sutorizgite, nivna persong fFesidente ne‘lg Va.l..
lerea, ¢ Floriana debba uscir di casa anche ne_Iu}m?
del proprio distretto senonchl tralle sei, e le dieci di
mattine, ore ch: v.rran rese d!sunte ptl‘.lnforn'uzloo.e ,
¢ egnuao ccl suono dells Gran Cawnpana di S. Giovanni.

vess00RBDo0CD

LYY X BN
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8. That even during the abovement d houes,
ot vadkcesvsry TEBMUaicstion T8 to be w‘:?;ed : aad
to this ead, only one perion from each family will
be permured 10 g> out for the purpose of obesining
provisions st the Market established wichin ths b:ua dsries
of each sespective distrct,

3. Thet 2t the expiration ~f che time sbove
opecified, the Venders ac the diffcrere Narkets shiil
quit their Stalls, the Shops shell be shus, and sll the
wnhabitents (with the cxceprion ooticed in Article 182.)
shall be obliged to retire within their respective
Flace of sbode ustil the fHllowing morning.

4. The sbove rezulatione will be in force on
Wfdow!ay n-xt the 3288¢ instane, and whist the
re8peciive Depatmerts of the Government will be re~
qQuired o carry them into their fullest effect, HIS
EXCELLENCY rechis on the willing obedience and
heurty co-cperation ¢f every Member of the Ccme
munity, soi he humbly trusts thae by the fivour
of THE ALVIGHIY the temporary privuticns
w.hic‘\ moy resule frem such messures of restriction,
Will be most smply compensated by the speedy
restoration ot this cfflicted [glasd to its late enviadle
stste of happiness snd prosperity.

Segreteris del Governo

R Y TR Y Py Y oLy

cevsrssave s

Brocrorcesevvocssvoevscsveevsscsseorsessnss

2. Che snche nefle suderte ore permewe f--
lonque nen pecessstia Comunicasione debba essere at-
tentoment2 evitats, e pertsnto un sol iodividuo df
ciascuna fomiglia o' intenderd putorizzato d° ustir d
casa ad oggetto di procurarsi le necesssrie provisicni
nel mercato-gtabilito deatro 1 limiti di ciascun Distretro,

3. Che allo spirare del tempo suddetto i ven.
ditori dei diversi mercati dovranno ritiiarsi dai loro
posti, e le betteghe dovran tenersi chiuse, e tutti gli
sbitanti colle eccezioni nell’articolo primo indicate do-
vran stare ritirati nelle lor cuse d° abitazion: flao alle
sei di mattino del seguente giorao.

_ 4. Che i suider:i regolameoti sien messi in eses
cuzione Mercclecl prossimo 28 caorrente, ed allora I}
rispettivi dipirtim=nti del Governo dovranao farh &:m
tutts Vessttenza esegiire, E Sua Ezcellzozs ehe 2
persusgs della disposisione ad obbedire, 2 della cor-
diale cooperasicne di cissgun membro dells Societd
corfila ch: col favore dell® ONNIPOTENTE 12
terporanee  privazioni  che  poasson risultsre da sife
fatte misure, e restrizioni sarann. pur trogpo awoia-
mente compensate dal pres:o mtorno di qaeet” affieo
Puese al suo precedeate iaviliadile state di felicid, e
presperitd,

17 Luglio 1813,

1> crdine di S. B. il Reglo Civile Commissionatio

F. LANG

Esgrovario Pubblise,
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A,“onxn to the Reports made by the Med;
Council + £ He ik, the Public is inform

, occasioned
bty Phague withia the hast twenty-four hours have been 16,

VALIETTA,

Strads S. Guszppe o, ¢
—— Scalunit X
m—w S. Domenico g1
— —
— St. Aoos 1
m— Torre 13
tassa Repina

Ospedale di Peste
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NOTICE '|

NOTIFICAZIONE

~al Gentlemen 1o the

A tenore dei Rapoorti firri dalli Sizoori Medici a! Consi
2d that the Deaths

L
d1 davind, il Publico vien: ixfrrmato che nelle scosse Vcnliqualtr‘(:te
moritodo di Peste le segueati 36 Persone,

O N N

FORTE MANUEL
% Rarracche di forte, sospetti  Giuseppe Debono

vix.

{.orenzo Gaucei

Fuori fa VITTORIOSA
Elconors Micallef

Fertino  Nou. 14 Giovacchino Grech
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Anns  Spiteri : — 60  Autonmo Borg Curny Giorgio Caruana
Madd.l:a1 Schembri St Tommaso

83 Anna Xicung
Frunceica { pschien
Mavia M- gl
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Michcle Caruana
Muria Micsllef
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Moariz Borg

Luigi Said
M.unna Rivers
Michile Aceers
Giulisno ( oninne
Aondrea Fiil
Antorir L-oncse
Mihele Grech

M.ri4 Brincat .
An'o-ia Schembri
Grazia Sammut
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wmeme  Hottanics
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And that 37 Persons have fullea sick under suspicious symptoms, viz. |  Si rileva parimenti esser cadute smmalate, cop siatomi saspetei 37 Pecsone.

O e AN

VALLETTA
§infa S. Domenico No. jo  Anconie Cauwh
= Man‘ersggio 143 Giovanna Guleg
— — $3¢  Moaria Agius
—— 5. Nigole 139 Ruim. Buhegiar
— 130 Salvadore Cordioa
~— Brittinis 3o Aontcnio Gales
o Teatro 34 Puolo Vells
b S, Aona 17  Angelo Camileri
e — 38 Aog-la Abdcls
= Matramuse:tto 10 Dicgo Spitesi
— 5. Catlo 13 M. Xiberros
—— e Caterios Birtalo
S 3. Zoccatia 33 Aotonie Vassalle
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VALLETTA :
Strada S.Uisola  No. 379  F. Rosari> di Malea : ¢
(" cnversu de Mim. :
(Osscev.
o S. Antenio 2¢ Naru Debono
— o Carmzla Debono
Piszzs Kegina 39 Saverio Schembri

—— Fi

Barrsc. de’ fort. sospetti
FLO
No. @&
.71
14

Strads Mugazzini
S. Tommuso

Regiment de Roll's, sinc: the 6ch instnt, and Six Privates of
that Corps, smong thuse herctofore reported as tekeo il with
this dise.s-, tc Bow in @ fair way ef recovery in the Militay

Pese Hospial

No Case of Plazue has occurred in the D:tachmeat of the I

The Navy, Military (with the exception of the said Regt. De Roll),

snco it
FORTE MANUEL

Anca Casser

Bart. lemee Russo
Puolo Stivals -
Algnllic Psaila

Giuseppe Giorgio
Maria Buhsgisr
Aogela Cauchi

Dopo

: Barrse, de’fort, sospetti
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LELETETT

FLORIMNA
i No. 20 Graria Farugin

18 Maria Xicluna
Giovanna Grech
Muris Veneziano
Anton o Firini
Gicvanni Camitleri
Gaetano Gritti
Andr-a Gatt
Stoffs o Grech
Ginvanni Vella
Carmela Galdies

Graria Caruan,
Apgelo Balducchizo

li 6 currente non occorse alcun ciso di Poste nel

Distaccamento del Regimento de Roll, ¢ s+ Soldati di quei
"Pg"“n’ come attaccati della detta malactia, prum:trono guirigioae
bell'Ospedale Militare di DPesce.

E3 Real Marine, i Militari

( eccettuandn il gudletts

Regimento ) ¢ 11 Prigionieri di Guerra, inclutendovi i lato respettivi

®0d Prisvners of War, wncluding their respective Hospitals, continue '
perfectly free from any suspiciou; sympt ms. '
af .
bulacey 17 Julpy 1313 By O:der of the Gounail, ‘
1, CAS T, MILLER, Ssrerary,
L]

Ospeaali siegucno perfettamzote liberi da ogai sospetto.

Palazzo 17 Luglio 1313,

D’ Ordine del Censiglio

3y €ASTe MILLLR Segreicrin
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OTIFICAZIONE
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RELIGIOUS COMMEMORATIONS ISSUE—X
MALTESE UNIFORMS 5™ SET ISSUE —Y

By J. Farrugia
ISSUE X Y
Date of Issue 29-4-91 13-8-91
Values 3¢, 4¢, 30c 3¢, 10c, 19c¢, 25¢
Stamp Size 3c and 30¢ = 44mm x 31mm 29mm x 47mm
4c¢ = 31lmm x 44mm
Designer Joseph L. Mallia Luciano Micallef
Printers Printex Limited Printex Limited
Process Lithography Lithography
Perforation 3cand 30c=14x13.9 14x14
4¢=139x14
Watermark 3¢ and 30c = Maltese Maltese Crosses
Crosses Sideways Sideways
4¢, Maltese Crosses Upright
Paper Chalk Surfaced same
Gum ' P.V.A same

Colours

These sets were printed in multicolours using the same set of four colours, for
each value, in issue X, and another set of four colours, for each value, in issue Y.

Colour checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm in diameter, are seen in the
right hand margin, next to the last stamp of the bottom row, in all Panes, of all
values, inissues X and Y. The coloursfrom top tobottom correspond to the colours
used for Pane Numbers from left to right, in all Panes, of all values, in issues X
and Y.

Cumulative totals of progressive columns of stamps are seen in top and bottom
margins, printed in black, in all Panes, of all values, in issues X and Y.

Issue X — The printed sheet of each value consisted of two Panes A and B. Each
Pane has fifty stamps, made up of five rows of ten stamps in the 3¢
and 30c values, and ten rows of fives stamps in the 4¢ value. The 3¢
and 30c¢ values are of the horizontal format and the 4¢ value is of the

vertical format.

Issue Y — The printed sheet of each value consisted of three Panes A,Band C.
Each Pane hasforty stamps, made up of eight rows of five stamps. All
values are of the vertical format.

Plate/Pane Numbers
These are seen under the first stamp of the bottom row, in all Panes, of all values,
in the issues X and Y.
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Issue X 3¢c=1AX4,1BX4 Issue Y 3c=1AX4,1BX4,1CX4
4c=1AX4,1BX4 10c=1AX4,1BX4,1CX14
30c=1AX4,1BX4 19¢=1AX4,1BX4,1CX4

25c=1AX4,1BX4,1CX4

Perforation of Margins

Issue X — The top margins of Panes Ain the 3¢ and 30c¢ values are imperforate
whilst the other three margins of Panes A and the four margins of Panes B, of
these same values are all perforated. The left hand margin of Pane A in the 4c
value is imperforate, whilst the other three margins of Pane A and the four
margins of Pane B of this value are all perforated. Other printing marks may have
been seen at each end of the bottom margin of Pane B, in the 3¢ and 30c values,
whilst in the 4¢ value, they may have been seen at the top and bottom of the left
and right hand margins of Panes A and B respectively.

Issue Y — The top margin of Panes A, B and C of all values are imperforate,
whilst the other three margins of these same Panes are all perforated. Other
printing marks may have been seen at the top and bottom of the left and right
hand margins of Panes A and C respectively.

P,
f\;{.s PANE PANE PANE
PANE A" PANE "B" A g wcr
————
WMK WMK
wmk
wmk wrmk wmk
PANE
uge
— e R —
—_—
wmk
Fig. (a) Fig. (b) Fig. (c)

From a study of details given the Printed Sheets of all values, before cutting into
Panes, would look as shown in fig (a) for the 3¢ and 30¢ values of issue X, and in
fig (b) for the 4c value also of issue X and as in fig (c) for all values of issue Y.

Looking at the Printed Sheets as shown stamps would be seen the right way up,
hence why watermark is sideways in the 3¢ and 30c¢ values of issue X and upright
in the 4¢ value of the same issue. Watermark is sideways in all values of issue Y.
Perforator ran from top to bottom in figs (a) and (¢c), and from left to right in fig
(b).
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Imprint Blocks
The Imprint Printex Limited Malta is seen under the last stamp of the bottom row,
in all Panes, of all values, in issues X and Y. Letters are 1 mm high and printed
in black. An imprint block of four will also include the colour checks.

Special hand postmarks, incorporating appropriate motifs, were used for
cancellations for the first day of issue of both selts.

By 12.45pm on the first day of issue, sales amounted to Lm24,800 (issue X) and
Lm35,478 (issue Y).

Stramps of these issues remained on sale up to Wednesday, 22 april 1992
(issue X) and up to Wednesday, 12 August 1992 (issue Y) unless stocks were
previously exhausted.

Correction:
In the last issue of our magazine Vol.21 N?2/3 3c+1c 3c+1c | 25¢+3c
the figure on the left of page 42 should have been PANE PANE PANE
shown thus: A g o
wmk wmk wmk
—p — —

PLEASE SEND YOUR DUES
FOR 1993 IMMEDIATELY TO:
MR, A DIMECH
39 TONNA STRERT,
SLIEMA

MLATLTA
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MALTA — A DIARY

May — December, 1992 By J. Farrugia

7-5-92

A special hand-postmark was used on the occasion of the
participation of the Malta Post Office in the IXth International
Stamp Fair — Essen ’92 which was held in Essen, Germany,
from the 7th to the 10th May, 1992.

The postmark is inscribed as follows: “Essen 92 — 7-
10.5.92 — Malta — Post Office.

The postmark which also incorporates the emblem of the
above mentioned exhibition, was used on the 7th, 8th and 9th
May, 1992, at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO from 8.00am to 12.45pm and at
the Central Mail Room from 8.00am to 6.30pm.

An identical postmark was used at the Malta Post Office stand at Essen '92.

25-5-92

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “Deaf Awareness Week 24-31.V.92”
was used, on and off, during the period 25-30 May, 1992 at the Central Mail Room.
The slogan also incorporates the logo of the National Association for the young
deaf.

25-5-92
A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: “Parrocca Marija Annunzjata Tarxien
— 1592 - 1992” was used, on and off, during the period 25-30 May, 1992 at the
Central Mail Room.

The slogan means: “Parish Marija Annunzjata Tarxien — 1592 - 1992”. The
slogan also incorporates the emblem of the Tarxien Parish
Church.

28-5-92

A special hand-datestamp was used for the cancellation of
philatelic mail at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO and at
the Central Mail Room, from 8.00am to 12.45pm and from
8.00am to 6.00pm respectively from the 28th to the 30th
May, 1992.

The datestamp is inscribed: “Zjara tal-M.T. Ir-Regina
Elizabetta II — 28-30.V.1992 — Valletta — Malta” and it
also incorporates the logo of the George Cross Island Association.

The slogan means: “Visit by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth IT— 28-30.V.1992
— Valletta — Malta.”
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10-6-92
A Sub-Post Office was opened at “Serena Aparthotel”,
Atena Street, Xlendi, Gozo VCT 115, on Wednesday, 10
June, 1992,

A metal hand-datestamp with the words “Xlendi SPO —
Gozo” is used at this Sub-Post Office. The telephone
number at this Sub-Post Office is 553719.

15-6-92

A special hand date-stamp was used for the cancellation

of philatelic mail at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO RAnniversarju
and at the Central Mail Room, from 8.00am to 12.45pm MILL-MEWT TA

MRO, CARLO DIACONO
and from 8.00am to 6.00pm respectively on the 15th D

June, 1992,

The date-stamp is inscribed: “50 Anniversarju Mill-
Mewt Ta' Mro. Carlo Diacono — 15-VI-1992 — Valletta
— Malta” and it also incorporates a musical motif.

The inscription means: “50 Anniversary from the
Death of Mro Carlo Diacono — 15-VI-1992 — Valletta — Malta”.

22-6-92

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “Bid-Droga Tixtri -Mewt Bin-Nifs
— Drugs Buy You A Slow Death” was used, on and off, during the period 22-27
June, 1992, at the Central Mail Room.

22-6-92

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “European And Mediterranean
Archery Championships Malta 1992” was used, on and off, during the period 22
to 27 June, 1992 at the Central Mail Room.

24-6-92

The “XXV Olympiad 1992” set, issued today. A special
handstamp was used for cancellation on the first day of
issue.

28-6-92
ATemporary Branch Post Office was opened at the Inter-
national Fair of Malta, Naxxar, from Sunday 28 June to
Sunday 12 July, 1992, from 6.00pm to 9.30pm for the transaction of the following
business:

a) sale of stamps and postal stationery

b) registration of postal articles

¢) issue and encashment of postal money orders
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d) encashment of postcheques

e) posting of letters, printed matter and EMS 35"
Datapost items. INTERNATIONAL

Postal articles posted at this Temporary Branch FAIR OF MALTA
Post Office were post-marked by a date-stamp 28 JU N 1992
inscribed as follows: “35th International Fair of
Malta — Naxxar — Malta”. NAXXAR

MALTA

30-6-92

In today's Govt. Gazette a call was issued for applications for the post of Sub-
Postmaster at Marsaxlokk.
Applications were to be received up to noon on Friday, 24 June, 1992.

6-7-92

A metal hand date-stamp was put in use at the Xewkija

Sub-Post Office with effect from Monday, 6 July, 1992.
The metal hand date-stamp is inscribed “Xewkija

SPO — Gozo”. The metal hand date-stamp which was

replaced, was withdrawn at the close of business on

Saturday, 4 July, 1992.

27-7-92

The 1991 Year Pack which features a view of Marsaxlokk on the outer cover, was
issed on Monday, 27th July, 1992. It is made up of a descriptive colour folder in
four languages (English, French, German and Italian) and contains all postage
stampsreleased during1991 mounted in clear acetate strips. A colour print of the
3c stamp of the 1991 Uniforms set, is also included. The Year Pack which is
enclosed in a clear plastic slipcase is available for sale at the price of Lm3 from
the GPO and all BPOs and SPOs in Malta and Gozo.

29-7-92
A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “4 ta' Awissu 1992 — Merhba ’92 —
Kalkara Creek” was used from the 29th to the 31st July, and on the 1st, 3rd and
4th August, 1992 at the Central Mail Room.

The slogan also incorporates an appropriate motif with the words “Merhba’92”
meaning “Welcome ’92”.

5-8-92

The “Historical Buildings” set, issued today. A special
hand-postmark incorporating a motif, was used for can-
cellation, on the first day of issue.




11-8-92

In today's Govt. Gazette, a call was issued for applications, for the post of Sub-
Postmaster at Dingli. Applications were to be received up to noon of Monday, 7
September, 1992.

14-8-92

In today's Govt. Gazette, it was notlﬁed that sealed tenders were to be received
up to 28th August, 1992 at 10.00pm for the purchase of a stamp cancelling
machine. Forms of tender and further information were to be obtained from the
Accounts Section of the GPO.

28-8-92

The Malta Post Office was represented by its authorised SAN DANIELE DEL FRIULL
Philatelic Agent for Italy and Switzerland, in the XXIII & = m-'-' \‘

Mostra Filatelica Sandanielese which was held at San E

Daniele del Friuli, Italy, from 28th to the 30th August, i
1992.

To commemorate the occasion, a special handstamp inscnbed. “San Daniele
Del Friuli — 28-30.VIIL1992 — Valletta-Malta”, and including and appropriate
motif, was used at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO and at the Central Mail
Room, from 7.30am to 12.30am and from 7.30am to 6.00pm respectively on the
28th and the 29th August, 1992.

An identical handstamp was used from the 28th to the 30th August, 1992, at
the Exhibition Stand at San Daniele Del Friuli.

28-8-92
The Malta Post Office was represented by its authorised
Philatelic Agent for Italy and Switzerland, in the XLV
Fiera Internazinale Del Francobollo, which was held in
Riccione, Italy, from the 28th to the 30th August, 1992.

To commemorate the occasion, a special handstamp !
inscribed: “Malta Post Offiice — Riccione '92 — 28-
30.VII1.1992”, and including and appropriate motif, was
used at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO and at the
Central Mail Room, from 7.30am to 12.30pm and from
7.30am to 6.00pm resepectively on the 28tha dn the 29th August, 1992.

An identival handstamp was used from the 28th to the 30th August, 1992, at
the Exhibition stand at Riccione.

7-9-92
Amachine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “Nursing: Sfida U Sodisfazzjon” was
used on the Tth, from the 9th to the 12th and on the 14th September, 1992 at the
Central Mail Room.

The slogan means: “Nursing: Challenge and Satisfaction”.
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11-9-92
In a supplement to the Govt. Gazette N215,651 of the 11th September, 1992, more
countries were added to which the Expedited Mail Service can be used.

Rates of postage, maximum sizes and weights on EMS were given and were to
come into force on the 15th September, 1992.

18-9-92

A postal card was issued on the occasion of the
participation ofthe Malta Post Office at the Genova
’92 International Philatelic Exhibition which was
held at Genova,ltaly, from the 18th to the 27th
September, 1992.

The card has imprinted thereon the two stamps
of the Europa 1992 postage set and an appropriate
motif. The price of the card was 45¢ and it was
available from the GPO and from all Branch and
Sub-Post Offices from the 18th to the 26th September, 1992 unless stocks were
previously exhausted.

The card was purchased in mint condition or with the stamps cancelled with
a special hand-postmark inscribed: “Post Office Malta — 18-27.1X.92 — Genova
1992” and which incorporates the Emblem of Malta and the Postal Horn. This
postmark was also used at the Stand of the Malta Post Office at Genova '92
International Philatelic Exhibition.

The card cancelled with the special postmark, could have been sent through
the post at no extra charge provided it was posted during the period 18th to 26th
September, 1992. Cards cancelled with the Genova ’92 hand postmark, posted
after the 26th September, 1992 must have additional stamps affixed thereon to
cover the required postage.

QOST OFFic
MALTA

i J18-27-1x- 92 @

GENOVA 1992

25-9-92

In today's Govt. Gazette, a call was issued for applications for the post of Sub-
Postmaster at Dingli. Applications were to be received, up to noon of Monday,
26th October, 1992.

1-10-92
Amachine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “L-Anzjan Jorbot —il-Prezent—Ma'
I-Imghoddi” was used, on and off, at the Central Mail Room, from the 1st, to the
3rd and from the 5th to the 10th October, 1992.
The slogan means: “The Elderly Unites — The Present — With The Past”.
The wording means “World Day of the Elderly - F.1.A.P.A.1.X.1992 —Valletta-
Malta”.

1-10-92
A special hand-datestamp was used for cancellation of philatelic mail at the
41



Philatelic Counter of the GPO and at the Central Mail
Room, from 8.00am to 12.45pm and from 8.00am to
6.00pm respectively on 1st October, 1992.

The datestamp isinscribed: “Jum Dinji ta'l-Anzjani
— FIAPA 1.X.1992 — Valletta — Malta”.
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7-10-92

A special hand-datestamp to mark the 150th Anni-
versary of the brith of Anton Nani, the well-known
Maltese Music Composer was used for the cancellation
of philatelic mail at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO
and at the CentralMail Room, from 8.00am to12.45pm
and from 8.00am to 6.00pm respectively, on Wednes-

LD Mg

© GOLE MEp,,”

& Requem gy
ANTON NANI ©

day, 7th October, 1992. 1;3.4’(2-119?9
The datestamp is inscribed: “World Gold Medal — m'-LE'rTA-NzIN"h

1886 — Requiem — Anton Nani — 1842-1929 —
7.X.1992—Valletta-——Malta”,and it alsoincorporates
a musical motif.

9-10-92

A special hand-postmark marking World Post Day was
used at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO from 8.00am to
12.45pm and at the Central Mail Room from 8.00am to
6.00pm on Friday, 9th October 1992,

The hand postmark, which also incorporates the em-
blem of the UPU is inscribed: “World Post Day —9.10.92
— Valletta — Malta — The Post — Your Universal
Partner”.

12-10-92
A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “World Food Day — 16-X-1992 —
Food and Nutrition”, was used at the Central Mail Room from the 12th to the 16th
October, 1992.

22-10-92

The “Christmas 1992” set, issued today. A special hand-
postmark was used for the cancellation of philatelic mail,
on the first day of issue.

22-10-92

A Branch Post Office was opened in Zaren Dalli Street,
Birzebbuga, on Thursday, 22 October, 1992 at 10.00am.
The hours of business and the business tobe transacted at
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this Branch Post Office shall be those laid down in the
VIth Schedule of the Inland Post Regulations, 1985.

With effect from the 22 October, 1992, postal articles
posted in street letter boxes in the areas served by the
Birzebbuga Branch Post Office were to be postmarked by
a date-stamp inscribed: “Birzebbuga — Malta”.

Post Office Private Delivery Boxes are available and
may be rented on application. The telephone number of
the Birzebbuga Branch Post Office is 688820.

26-10-92

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “25th — Anniversary — Malta
Development Corporation”, was used at the Central Mail Room, from the 26th to
the 31st October, 1992. The slogan also incorporates the logo of the Malta
Development Corporation.

2-11-92
A new metal hand date-stamp was put in use at the Zurrieq Branch Post Office,
on Monday 2nd November, 1992.

'The new hand date-stamp is inscribed: “Zurrieq — Malta”.

2-11-92

A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: “Pacem in Maribus XX — 2-
5.X1.1992” was used at the Central Mail Room, from the 2nd to the 5th November,
1992.

9-11-92
A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: “14.X1.92 — World Diabetes Day —
Malta Diabetes Association” was used at the Central Mail Room, from the 9th to
the 14th November, 1992.

The slogan also incorporates the logo of the World Diabetese Day.

10-11-92

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “World Quality Day —12.X1.1992 —
Success Through Quality” was used, on and off, at the Central Mail Room from
the 10th to the 14th November, 1992.

10-11-92

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “2nd Maltese — Medical School —
Conference — 19-22.X1.1992” was used at the Central Mail Room, from the 10th
to the 21st November, 1992. The slogan also incorporates the logo of the Medical
Association of Malta.

12-11-92
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The “400 Anniversary University of Malta” postage [LEwwEL Jum 1AL-HRUG
set, issued today. A special hand-postmark incorpo- 12-X5-1982
rating a motif, was used for cancellation on the first 4_& O

NA

day of issue. UNIVERSITA' TA' MALTA

SLIEMA - MALTA

21-11-92

The Dingli Sub-Post Office at “The Dingli Stationers”,
Misrah Frenc Abela, was closed down with effect from Saturday, 21st November,
1992,

23-11-92
A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: “Francesca Teresa Parlar — 150
Sena Mit-T'welid — 1842-1927” was used, on and off, at the Central Mail Room,
from the 23rd to the 28th November, 1992.

The slogan also incorporates the logo of the Dominican Order.

24-11-92
A special hand datestamp was used for the cancellation of
philatelicmail at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO and at
the Central Mail Room, from 8.00am to 12.45pm and from
8.00am to 6.00pm respectively on 24 November, 1992,
The datestamp is inscribed: “Francesca Teresa Parlar
— 150 Sena Mit-Twelid — Valletta — Malta — 24.X1.92”
and it also incorporates the logo of the Dominican Order.

25-11-92
A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “Aghti d-Demm — Aghti -Hajja —
25.X1.92” wasused, on and off, at the Central Mail Room, from the 25th tothe 28th
November, 1992.

The slogan means: “Give Blood — Give Life — 25.X1-92”.

30.11.92

A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: “World Aids Day — 1 December 1992
— Community Commitment”, was used from the 30th November to the 2nd
December, 1992, at the Central Mail Room.

4-12-92
Amachine stamp cancelling slogan reading: “Mitt Sena Provincja— Karmelitana
— Maltija 1892-1992” was used on the 4th and 5th December and from the 7th to
the 9th December, 1992 at the Central Mail Roorn.

The slogan also incorporates the logo of the Carmelite Fathers.

The slogan means: “Hundred Years Province — Carmelite — Maltese 1892-
19927,
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9-12-92
A specialhand datestamp was used for the cancellation of
philatelic mail at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO and at
the Central Mail Room, from 8.00am to 12.45pm and from
8.00am to 6.00pm respectively on the 9th December, 1992.
The datestamp is inscribed: “San Eljja Profeta — Mitt
sena Provincja Karmelitana — Valletta — Malta —
9.X11.92” and it also incorporates the logo of the Carmelite
Fathers. -
Thehand datestamp means: “Saint Elias Prophet — Hundred Years Carmelite
Province — Valletta — Malta — 9.X11.92”,

19-12-92
A special hand datestamp was used for the cancellation of
philatelic mail at the Philatelic Counter of the GPO and at
the Central Mail Room from 8.00am to 12.45pm and from
8.00am to 6.00pm respectively on the 19th December,
1992.

The datestamp is inscribed: “World Cup 94 ~ Qualify-
ing Round — Malta vs Italy — 19.X11.1992 — Valletta-
Malta” and also incorporates an appropriate motif,

31-12-92
The Acting Postmaster General notified that the 1973 Postage Due Set was no
longer to be used after Thursday, 31 December, 1992.
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CALMARINE
- SERVICES
S LID.

AT YOUR SERVICE
[0 SHIP AGENTS [J SHIP/YACHT BROKERS
[J SHIP MANAGEMENT [ OFFSHORE SERVICES
[J SHIP & YACHT REGISTRATION UNDER MALTESE FLAG
[0 CHARTERING [J BUNKERING/LUBRICANTS
[J HULL/PAINT INSPECTION

27/28 Pinto Wharf, Valletta, Malta.
Tel: 225607, 220898, 239630.
Telex: 1647 MW & 337 MW Fax: 224644.
A.O.H. 370897, 312168, 313185. Contact: john M Calleja.







The Edible Oil
Refining
Company Limited

AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES
SUN CHEMICALS LTD.

Household and Industrial Detergents, Liquid Soaps, Toilet Soaps, Laundry Soaps,

Deodorants, Anti-persperants, Shampoo, Disinfectants and Sodium Silicate Solutions.

AA

MARGARINE MANUFACTURING CO. LTD

Butter, Margarines, Cooking Fats, Cheese and Edible Fats.

POULTRY PRODUCTS LTD.

Day-old Broiler and Frozen Poultry, Frozen Fish and Frozen vegetables.

FOOD INDUSTRIES LTD.

Manufacturers of Ice-Creams for Catering and Retail Outlets.

THE REFINERY, MGIERET ROAD, MARSA.

Cables: Qilrefine. Tel.: 621451/2/3 — 623613. Postal Address: P.O. Box 539 Valletta — Malta.




Tel. 491535

PRINTEX

Printex Ltd., Mill Street, Qormi arm 03, Malta

Fax: 492320

Producers of

@®Postage Stamps

@ Computer Paper

@®Cheques and Drafts

® Pre-printed
Computer Forms

Other

.Security Printing

@®Envelopes

@®Labels

.Registers, Refill Pads
and Other Stationery

@®Annual Reports

@®Diaries/Books

@®Brochures/Leaflets

@® General Jobbing
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V Gvames of
Small States

of Europe

I Please send me details of your Philatelic Bureau Services

| Name

Address

PHILATELIC BUREAU

GENERAL POST OFFICE, Valletta CMR 01, Malta.
Telephone 22 44 21 Cables POSTGEN MALTA
Telex 1940 PMG MW Telefax (+ 00356) 23 61 91
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