
MORE ON CENSORSHIP 
IN WORLD WAR ONE 

By Dr. Giovanni Bonello LL.D. 

Great Britain entered the First World War on August 4, 1914, when its ultimatum to Germany 
expired the previous midnight. On August 3, 1914, on the eve of Britain's entry in the conflict, 
Government Notice No 124 was published in Malta to institute and regulate censorship. 

A number of other Government Notices and Regulatiom: consolidated, amended or 
repealed the official enactments which were periodically published to regulate censorship. 
The English text of these enactme:~ts is reproduced as an Appendix to this article. 

The various Notices etc., refer to a Censor, a Press Censor, a Postal Censor, a Senior Censor 
and a Military Censor. It is not always clear whether these desigr:ate different functions in the 
same officer, or different officers. 

The first rules dealt with the e:1forcement of censorship, the ban on military matters in 
communications, publications in and outside Malta, printed and telegraphic communications. 
These were later supplemented by varius other orders relating to the importation of newspa­
pers from hostile and neutral countries, picture postcards, shipping documents, telegraphic 
messages, etc. 

The highly comprehensive Malta Defence Regulations 1916 had special sections on 
censorship, including the powers of the Senior Censor. 

The various enactments give some indication on how the prcces of censorship was set in 
motion. The Press Censorship office was first situated at the Garrison Library, Piazza Regina; 
later at Castille, and finally at 28, Second Floor, Strada Brittanica, Valletta. All communica­
tions intended for publication abroad had to be submitted there. Mail and cable communica­
tions subject to censorship had to be handed iin direct to the post or telegraph administration. 

Special rules were introduced for "picture postcards and othe.:- pictorial representations of 
local subjects". These could not be sold, exhibited or detained fJr sale without the previous 
permission of the Press Censor. A duplicate specimen of any set of postcards had to be 
approved and stamped with the censor's mark. 

The handstamps used for censorship purposes on mail and other material attracted the 
special attention of the Malta Defence Regulations 1916. The last part ofRegulations 31 made 
it a criminal offence for any person who, without lawful authority, used or attempted to obtain 
any stamp or similar pattern used by the Censor or by his assistants or by his staff, or for any 
person to use any imitation of the stamp used by the Censor. 

Hitherto all handstamps recorded seem to have been those which permitted transmission 
or publication ("Passed by Censor"). I believe that a special handstamp existed which 
prohibited transmission or publica :ion. I am publishing this hands tamp "Censored". (Fig. 1) 

CENSORSHIP RE-INTRODUCED 
The censorship regulations had a chequered history. Introduced in 1914 and enforced for the 
duration f the War, they were "cancelled" on February 20, 1919. But on the outbreak of the 
Sette Giugno riots of 1919, two Government Notices warned the public that all printed matter 
had to be submitted to the Press Censor before publication; that Regulation 31 of the Malta 
Defence Regulations (the one relating to censorship) was still in operation and that the 
censorship withdrawn on the 3rd February 1919 (sic) had been re-established. 

Censorship was further reasserted on September 11, 1919, :wo months after the riots, 
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POST- CARD --
THE ADIJRE..<;S ONLY TO RE WRITTEN 

HERE 

~ 
~--------,--·····-·----

-----?i~--
····-··············--··--··-··-----· -------· 

FIG.1 Postcard showing Valletta Customs House on the picture side and the handstamp "CENSOR~D" 
in red (25mm) on the back. This card was probably objected to as the patter of 'love' crosses under the 
message could have concealed a code. The faint handstamp has been retouched in this illustration. 

although a relative calm had replaced the tension of those bloodstained days. 
It was only in October 25, 1921, three years after the War ended, that official censorship 

was finally abolished. · 
The Circular and TriangJlar censorship cachets (CS-C and CS-T) have been extensively 

studied and recorded on incJming and outgoing mail. I here propose to record another two 
uses which, as far as I am aware, have not been noted before. Besides certifying mail, the same 
handstamps were used in the prior censorship of publications in Malta, and on pictorial 
illustrations which wre sent abroad for publication. 

1. THE LOCAL PRESS 
In accordance with war regulations, articles for the local press had to be submitted to the 

government Censor for approval. In practice, these were submitted in galley proof form. The 
proofs were then examined by the Censors and stamped with the same circular or triang:.Ilar 
cachets which were used to certify mail. 

The items I have seen went through the hand of Censors No 1086 and 1087 (circular) and 
No 4158, 4159 and 4264 (triangular). 

As these numbers have not been recorded on letters, it is reasonable to assume that to these 
particular Censors was entrusted the task of vetting articles which were to appear in the local 
press (Fig. 2, 3,4) 

The Press Censor quitz often pencilled out important parts of the original article. 
Permission to publish only ::ame with the red-inked or blue-pencilled note "as amended". 
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del 1849 ha. potuto oontinua.re • 118dtlll· 
......-. per,oltre 80 a.nni; a. oauu delle J\o­
etre discordie la Costituzione del 1887 
venne mutila.ta. e resa. quasi nulla ed a 
causa della nostra dieunione, se non sit 
mettera tosto ripa.ro, finiremo col perdere 
di nuovo 9,uel pooo che a.bbie.mo, invece di 
accrescerlo e migliora.rlo come e necessa.rio 
uell'interesse del. pa.ese. 

Sarebbe quindi una pa.zzia. la. nostra. se 
invece di cerca.re di ra.ccoglierci tutti come 
fra.telli sotto un solo :v·essillo, qt::ello del 
Pa.rtito Nazionalista. che ci ha sempre 
condotti alia vittoria, dovessimo scegliere 
di continuare a teneroi divisi·e spa.rpa.glia.­
ti, ciascuno seguendo una ba.ndiera. per se 
e comba.ttendooi l'un l'altro come nemioi : 
noi segneremo con cio la nostra. conda.nna 
e da.remo a.lle .A.utorita Imperiali uu'a.ltro 
pretesto per nega.roi le fra.nohigie che do-­
me.ndia.mo e per governa.rci -non piu de. 
uomini pra.tioi ma. da. ra.gazzi inesperti. 

Rifletmno dunque bene gli elettivi prima 
di a.ndare a.Ue urne, dove tra. gior:1i sa.ra.n­
no chiamati, alle conseguenze delloro e.tto 
nella soelta. tra i due programmi clle sono 
loro sottomessi, il programma delle. discor­
dia di Monsignor Panzaveccbia e quello 
dell'unione del Partito Na.zionalitta, e non 
voglia.no aggiuugere a.ltra. follla; aJ]e tante 
gia in questi ultimi a.m:ii pur tt'oppo com­
messe contro i nostri piu insistanti a.vver­
timenti. 

Per parte nostra. il nostro dovare l'a.b· 
bia.mo compiuto e lo stiamo Qompiendo e 
compiremo fino alla fine, e quindi rig@]; .. 
tie.mo da noi ogni responsabilita . di,qu~\ 
lunque errore di giudizio cbe, l'e~~t;a.t~ 
potra essere indotto a commettare ·eo· "lJI 
migliori intereilsi del pa.ese, '\~ ~C!, ~ / 

F • .A.zzoPABDt-P~Il; 

{LA ~ 
FIG.2 A galley proof of an article due to appear in MALTA on March 9, 1915, written by Francesco 
Azzopardi, a leading politician and sometime leader of the Pqrtito Nazionale. Passed by Censor 1087 
with some words obliterated. 
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) CAUCHI, M.D. 
IStano 5t>Oc. c. 
ua, devono essere pnlite e1l ermeticamen 
ogbero oppore a smeriglio. 
eceute e hene agginngere 20 a 25 gramn 
nmo di aci<to Borioo e, nello stesso temp 

a carts da visita. col nome dell'iuteressao 
trina (esame chimico e micrm~eopio) 

Ownbo. 

FIG. 3 Corner of two pages of rxoof, IL PATRIOT A, May 1, 1915, with substantial cuts by Censor 1088. 

Although Germany accepted the armistice on November 11, 1918, the censorship marks 
on mail only disappeared in July 1919. In the press galley proofs they appear as late as August 
7, 1920, owing to the reintroduction of press censorship after the Sette Giugno riots (Fig. 5). 

Material intended for publication in the overseas press also went through the mail certified 
by the Press Censor. I am publishing a registered letter to the Daily Telegraph in Lon<bn, 
passed by Press Censor No 4158 (Fig. 6). 

2. ILLUSTRATIONS SENT OVERSEAS 
The same censorship ttat regulated mail, applied perhaps even more forcefully, to 

photographs sent overseas during World War One. 
The Censors who vetted local publications were entrusted with approving, or objecting to, 

photographs which were to be sent abroad. Thus, in the Circular Series, I have seen No 1087 
and 1088, and in the Triangular series, No 4159, stamping the back of photos destined to be 
sent abroad (Fig.7). 

Some photographs did nc·t get through the Censor, and were returned with a red-pencilled 
"objected to" prominently scrawled on the back. But the cirteria to allow or disallow 
transmission seem to have varied considerably. One photo of the Grand Harbour showing 
some warships was objected to, but an identical copy got through with a circular "passed by 
censor". 
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(:Joverno sono r.ealmente queUe 81'1poste 
dall' on. .Auopardi, ease non servi~anno 
cer*'> a cemeatare la lealtlt. e l'~ll'etto 
uel Popolo .Maltese per la Oorona Bri· 
tannioa. 

In a•tesa di una corteae e sollecita 
riepoata, ho 1' onore di pcoftuarm• di 
v.&. 

Devmo., 
Avv. ETBlOO Mizzi. 

P.S.-Annetto alia preseote it nuroero 
di ieri sera del Malta e· B'U6 Dipendett~e. 
(No. 10,225 del 24 t>ettembre 19 .l 'Z.J. otH 
quale ~ r1prodor."' m pagina,l~~o sudd~t.t.a 
correspondt:nza dell' unu~r, Azzopardi. 

* :f. • 
E.. M. 

Ecco ora la risput~lia del Ooverno all .. 
euddetA~a. lttt.t.era dell' Avv. E •• Mizzi:­

No. 2312/17 
Lieut.. -Governor's Office, 

Sir, 
.Malta.,28th Sep&ember 1917. 

I am directed by the Governor to 
acknowledge receip' of your letter of the 
25~h Septt:mbet HH 7, addreased to H&'lt 
J£xcel1ency, drawing attent.ion t.o a Jotter 
which was pubhehed in the Malta 
newepaper of "be 241th instant, bv+3r ~he 
signatnre of the Honourable F. Azzo­
pardi, L.P., and to, stalle ill reply th .~ 
she Government can acoapt no rel:'pon­
sibility f:>r the views expreBRed by th~~ 
gtntlleman in his privalle cap!W}it.y. 

l h~J~e tlhe bonour &o be, 
S1r, 

Your obedi~t sernnt, 
w. o. F. ROBEilTSON) 

Li · -Ooverner 
and Obiof tary to Govt. 

ENRIOO Mizzi, .Esq,.·~a:~rP .. " 

t:·~<,j 
a.; . ,'\. 

FIG.4 Correspondence between Enrico Mizzi and the Lieutenant Governor, September 1917, passed 
for publication by Censor 4159. 
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ohe potrebbe ferire. I sardi hanno una par­
lata che e considerata. come lingua dai glot­
tologi ma uon c'e perBOJl& al mondo, credo, 
obe abbia mai pensato, malgrado i suoi molti 
pre~i, di considerarla come tale praticamen .. 
te, 1nsegnandola nelle souole, faoendola ser­
vb:e da strumento letterario o soientifioo. 
Ora U Governo sarB. anche in bona fede e 
ignor.erd. questi precedenti. L'Ingbilterra ~ 
sempre quella na.zione oavalleresca che ha 
aflronUito volontariameute gli orrori d'una 
Iunga guerra. per difendere il piccolo Betgio 
ed e quindi al disopra d'ogni sospetto. Ma 
abbiamo nel nostro seno-non una vipera, 
no 1.-un foglio, e, dico foglio di proposito, 
che giornale puo anohe sapere d'onesto, ohe 
ha ooai sempre teneramente difeso i nostri 
intereBBi (interesse:. ohe brutta paroJa., no?) 
ohezU:-paeBe, .. meeeOI e' eprouato"'da"'-ta;'fitO.~di"' 

,si~t~ii'~'::~~~...!!!!JL. 
.P~.~-!'tt\::;;:;::::::~ . . . _ ~ ea~ u.Q·u.:ann~~J~~~-
mo delJa::eareroe8 ••• ·:a; Qtl'liu~.mu~ 
:~:'ugl~..n~maotopr.~~­
.me~~~~~~ppo~ 
D~~:diu:urpopolo;"""oon .;.tatte"'16""' 
paaei~a&mp~tf"Cif"'mo~ 
-.._ Ora, questo giornale dioe una cosa.: 
iiO'i{lobbiamo, naturalmente pendere dalle 
sue labbra, no ? Invertiamo, per oomodo di 
argomento soltauto, i oasi. Se un ner:nioo 
mi a.dditasse una via oome l-a piu sioura., io1 a 
oosto di non a.rri varoi, ·piglierei oorreudo la 
via opposta. Questa per. me e mero senso 
oomnne. Per la m~ssa ohe.pur ha s a· 
ma di possedere buon senso · i-
gli dei nemioi ohe nomlfQa'D · 0 

MaltaJ un eooezione "? :'l/o ~ :.:;;;:~ !JJ 
u~ritt · 
... ~ -. 0 

-,~~ :::J 'J V - -
~~·s '·· ')( , 

IJ' , ... 1./t.tll. · -v· ,4:t··"--·· ... 
't \t t" ,..... .-···~ ~ i;.- ~t~ '}-9 

FIG.S Galley proof of an article forMAL TA, approved for publication with hevy deletions by Censor 4264, 
long after the end of the war; August 7, 1920. 
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FIG.6 Press material sent to the DAILY TELEGRAPH in Ull: on February 17, 1919, passed for mail 
transmission by Censor 4158. 
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FIG.7 Backs of two photographs with Malta views, sent abroad for printing as postcards, passed by 
Censors 1087 and 4159 respectively. 

29 



APPENDIX 
1914 

G.N.No 124 

I N exercise of the powers vested in him by Her late 
Majesty's O.·der in Council of the 26th October 

18g6, and otherwise, His Excellency the Governor has 
been pleased to make the following rules with r~gard 
to the exercise of censorship. 

I. E11Jorcemenl of censorship. 

Until further notice, all letters, packets and mes­
sages received ')r despatched by post and telegraph in 
or from Malta and its dependencies will be subject to 
censorship. 

2. 1\o m~1iiar:y mal/er lo be dt"scussed in comm.unicali'ons. 

In view of the danger that unauthorized persons, 
and persons actuated by motives hostile to British 
interests, may obtaitl access to information contained in 
private communications from persons in Malta and may 
utilize such information to the detriment of British 
interests, all persons are strictly enjoined to refrain 
from mentioning in any of their correspondence or 
messages any information regarding the National 
defences more especial.ly anything relating to the plans 
of the Naval and Military Commanders and the 
strength, composition, movements, organization and 
•pirit of His Majesty's naval and military forces. 

3· Publicaliom oulstdc ilfalla. 

Communicc.tions intended for publication in the 
press elsewhere than in Malta are to be submitted to the 
press censor at the Garrissn Library, Piazza Regina, 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., instead of being 
handed in direct to the post or telegraph Administra­
tion. If approved by the censor, they will be transmitted 
by him to the postal or telegraphic authorities for 
despatch. Thote intended for transmission by post 
must be stamped before submission, and those by 
telegraph will, :f approved. be passed by the press 
censor to the tel~graph authorities who will notify the 
sender. The latter will then pay the cost of the messag-e 
to the telegrnph authorities. 

4 Publz'tallotzs ill Malta. 

No newspaper, book, pamphlet or other publica­
tion is to be published in Malta and its dependencies 
without previous permission being obtained from the 
press censor. Information regarding the rules to be 
observed in this connection is obtainable on application 
to the press censor. 

S· Postal commttu:'calio,ts. 

Letters or packets posted for despatch from, or 
received for delivery in, Malta, are only acce.pted .by the 
postal authorities on the condition that they are liable 
to destruction or ri.dention, or delay in transmission at 
the discretion o': the ceo&or and without notice to the 
sender or the addressee and without any claim lying 
against the posl<!l or censorship authoritie~ either for 
refund of the postage paiJ on them, or on any other 
grounds on account of such destruction, detention or 
delay. 

6. Telegraphic communicati(ms 
(tablt and radio-teltgraphic). 

Messages ~ritten in code, ciph~r or in any 
language other than English and French will not be 

accept~d for despatch. 
Messages for despatch from, anti delivery in, 

Malta, are only accepted on condition that they are 
liable, without notification to the sender or addressee, to 
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be delayed in tran;;mission, paraphrased or suppressed 
altogether, -<t ·the discretion of the censor, and that no 
refund of money raid for the message will be made 
on account of such delay, paraphrasing. or suppression. 

Once a me.,age has been handed in for trans­
mission no alteratbns will be allowed to be made in 
it by anyone except the censorship staff. 

August 3, 1914. 

G.N.No173 
W 1 ~ n reieren-:e to t.:rovernment. Notice No. 124 

of the 3rd Aug-ust 1914, it is hereby notified that. 
His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to make 
the. following ~ddi.ional rulc .. s rc~pccting the exercise 
of censorship. 

btPORTATION OF NE:WSPAPRRS. 

The introduction into Malta, throug-h any channel 
whatsoever, of nev:·spapers originating from hostile or 
neutral countri-es i:. vrohibited, except as hereunder -

(a) Editors of local newspapers may import 
such foreign newspapers as are above referred to up 
to a limit of two different papers or periodicals at the 
choice of each edh01:; 

(b) Each hsue of either paper or periodical 
imported must be on duplicate and must be received 
through· the post. One copy of each i"ue will qe 
delivered to the :ocal editor concerned, afte·r bejn)(" 
passed by the pre5'5 censor and the other copy will be 
retained by the cersor. 

Periodicals and new:;papers not having a political 
character may be i"llported'as heretofore, subject to the 
censorship. 

Further infon~ation may be obtained on application 
to the press censor at the Garrison Library, Piazza 
Regina, during off~e hours. 

September 2, 1 914. 

1915 
G.N.No87 

W HhREAS doubts appear to exist regarding the 
interpretation of parag-raph 4, upublications in 

Malta", of the Cersorship Rules published by Govern­
ment Notice No. :24 of the 3rd August 1914, His 
Excellency the Gcvernor has been pleased to direct it 
to be notified that the publications referred to in the 
paragraph abovenoentioned include picture postcards 
and any other ;>ictorial representation of local subjects, 
and that the sale, exhibition for sale, or detention for 
sale, of any such postcards or other representations, 
without the previou5 permission of the Press Censor, 
shall. be treated as a breach of the Censorship Rules 
recited above. 

A duplicate specimen of any set of postcards 
approved by the C:ensor shall be stamped with the 
Censor's mark. Oae copy of the specimen shall be 
returned to the ow=>er and shall be evidence of the 
Censor's approval of the relative set of postcards. The 
other copy shall be kept by the. Censor. 

April .to, 1915. 

By Command, 

LIXUT. GovERNOR's OFFICE, 

The Palace, VaUetta. H. A. BYATT, 
Lieutenant-Governor 

and Chief Secretary to Government. 



1916 
G.N. No 187 

J T is notified, for general ink>rmation, that, in 
order to .obviate delays in the removal of goods 

from wharves and. warehouses by reason of th" late 
delivery of shipping documents, the'following arrange· 
ments have. been made, viz: 

If "Shipping Documents" sent through the post 
are enclosed in envelopes marked "SHIPPING DOCU. 
MENT;>:• by means of a rubber stamp and not. by 
handwntmg, the Postal Censor's Department will 
endeavour to deal with such envelopes with special 
expedition. 

The onl) ·Documents which may be included in an 
envelope marked as auove, are the following: Bills of 
lading (with ·Or without drafts), invoices, specifications, 
manifests, ·parcels receipts, certificates of origin, destina­
tion, inspection, weight or analysis. insurance policies 
or certificates, schedules of instructinns, subject to the 
information contained in such schedules being limited 
to an identification of the other documents enclosed in 
the envelope, and to the instructioiiS being Ilmited. to 
ordinary instructions as to the deliJery of such other 
docum~nts as against acceptances er cas]), 

The enclosure of any letters or documents other 
than those above specified in an ewelope marked as 
above is forbidden, and it is es.ent:al that.this direction 
should be strictly obeye<l. 

August q, 1916. 

G.N.No68 
Repealed by G.N. 179 of 1916 

I N exercise of the powers vested in him by Her late 
Majesty's Order in Council of the 26th October 

rtlg6, and otherwise, His Excellency the Governor has 
been pleased to make th~ following- rules with regard 
tQ the exercise of censorship. 

Government Noticeo No. 124 of the 3rd August, 
No. 173 of the 2nd September, 19.4 and No. 87 of the 
tQth April 19;5 are repealed. 

t. Enforcemml of ansrr.slzip. 

Until further notice ·all letters, packets Md 
telegraphic messages received in or despatched from, 
or in transit through, these Island•, will be subject . to 
censorship. 

Th" Censorship staff will be s"'orn to secrecy. 
2. No mz"l/larJ' malltr to be dlscusSLti in comnzuni(alions. 

In view of the danger that ooauthorized per~on•, 
and persons actuated by. motives hostile to British 
interesu, mqy obtain access to infc:rmation contained in 
rriyate communications from persons in· Malta ~nd may 
utili~e such informa1ion to the :letriment of British 
interests, all persons are stdctly enjoined to refrain 
from mentioning in any of their corre~pondence or 
messages any information regarding the National 
defences more especially anything relating to the plans 
~f the Naval and Military Commanders and the 
strength, composition, movement-5, organization and 
spirit of His Majesty's naval and military forces. 

3· Publicativns in .'lfalta. 

No newspaper, book, pamphlet or other publica. 
tion i~ to be published in Malta and its dependencies 
without previous permission being obtained from the 
press censor. Information regarCing' the rules to be 
observed in this connection i-s obtainable on application 
to the press censor. 

The publications referred to in the next preced. 

ing paragraph include picture postcards and any 
other pictorial representation of local subjects. The 
sale, exhibition for sale, or detention for sale, of any 
such postcards or other repre'Sentatians, without the 
previous permission of the Press-Censor, shall b~ 
treated as a breach of the Censorship Rules recited 
above. 

A <luplicate specimen of any set of postcards 
approved by the Censor shall be stamped with the 
Censor's mark. One copy of the specimen shall he 
returned to the owner and shall be evidence of the 
Censor's approval of the relative set of p.o<1Cards. The 
other copy shall be kept by the Censor. 

4· Publications outside lrfa/Ja. 

Communicatiqns intended for publication in the 
press elsewhere than.in Malta. are to be submitted· to 
the press censor at the Castille, between the hours of 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., instead of being handed in direct 
to the post or tel~graph Adminltt:ralion. If approved 
by the censor, they will: be transmitted· by him to the 
postal or telegraphic authorities for despatch. Those 
intended for transmission by post must be stamped 
before submission, and those by telegraph will, if 
approved, be p<\ssed by the press cen•9r to the 
telegraphic authorities. 

5. Postal commu,l.·catious. 

Letters, packets and parcels posted for despatch 
from, or received for delivery in, Malta, are only 
accepted by the postal authorities on the· condition that 
they are liable to d~struction or detention, or delay in 
transmission at the discretion of the censor and without 
notice to the sender or to the addressee and with,ut any 
daim lying against the postal or: censorship· authorities 
either for refund of the postage paid on them, or • ..m.any 
other grounds on account of such destruction,. det~ntion 
or delay. 

6. Telegraphic communicatiQns 
(cable and ,.adio-ttl,graphzc). 

Messages written in code, cipher or in any 
language other than English and Frencn will not be 
accepted for'despatch. 

Messages for despatch from, and delivery in, 
Malta, are only accepted an condition that they are 
liable, without notification to the sender or addressee, 
to be delayed in transmission, paraphrased or 
suppres5ed altogether, at the s:liscretion of the censor, 
and that no refund of money paid for the message will 
be made on account of such delay, paraphrasing 
or 54pp1·ession, 

Once a messagE: has been handed in for trans­
mission no alterations will be allowed to be made in 
it by anyone ~xcept the censorship staff. 
March 28, 1916. 

[No. J ~ is notified that, in exerci~e of the powers vested 
·m the Governor by Ordmance ·No. XX of 1914 

(The Malta Defence Ordinanc·e, 1914), His Excellency 
has been pleased to direct that telephone messages 
tendered for transmission from Malta to Gozo, or 
vzce v'rJa, shall be subject to censorship, and that no 
message shall be accepted .for transmission unless it has 
been drawn up in the English language. 

March 30, 1916. 

By Command, 
LnmT. GovxRNO~'s OtlFJCE, 

The Palace, Valletta, E. BoNAVlA, 
Acting Lieutenant-Governor 

and Chief Secretary to Gov.,rnm.,nt. 
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Malta Government Gazette. 14th Augus.~, 1916. 

THE MALTA DEFENOE 
REGULATIONS, 1916. 

Ornissis 
. 30. The Senior Censor may require = ofSem~r a~y person who receives letters telegrams 

the fu~~uue o" other postal packets for delivery or 
of cer~ain particu· for":arding to other .persons for whom they 
:r~~~ = :'re 1ute~ded ·to furnish, in writing the follow.-
etc. 111g p.art1culars :-

Censorship. 
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{a) the.name and address •of -every 
person for whom ·any letter, t~lewam -or' 
P.ostal packet is received, or who ha• 
requested that .letters, telegrams or other 
postal·pa<:kets ·reoeived may :be delivered 
ar forwaf<~ed to ·hirn ; 

(b) ~y !nstructions that may have 
been recewed as ·to the deli~ or for­
warding ·Of ·letters, telegrams or otheo­
_posta.l packets ; 

{t) jn the ·case •(!f·every ·letter'·or 
o~er P?sta! packet J:eceived, the. plooe 
from ·whu;h the •·letter •or ·postal packet 
<OOmes:ana the date of posting (as -sho\vn 
by th~ p0St·~ar1<1) and 1the date of receipt, 
and, · 1f reg1ster-ed, the date and office 
of ·registration and· ·the number of 'the 
·registered packet · 

· (d) in .thP ~e. of every letter or 
·other, postal packet delivered, ·the date of 
the delivery and ·the -name and address 
·of the person to whom it is delivered ; 

(<) in· the >e~llf ~'!!Very letttn;7or. 
·other postal ·packet f<lr,warded the name 
and address ·to.·which[ and the date on 
which it is forwarded; 

and no such person shall deliver a letter, 
tetegram or other postal packet to any 
p~rson until that person has ~ signed a 
receipt for the same. 

The Senior Censor may also require 
any such person as aforesaid ·to keep a 
regist~r and enter in it the above particulars. 
T;1e books so kept and all 'postal packets 
received as aforesaid by any such person, 
and any instructions as to. the delivery or 
fcr-warding of postal . packets so received 
shall, at all reasonable times, be open to 
inspection by the Senior Censor or any per­
scn duly authorized by him to that effect. 

If any person contravenes or fails to 
ccmply with. any of the provisions of this 
regulation or any order given under the 
·s~me, he shall be guilty of an offence against 
these regulations. 

Nothing in this regulation shall apply 
to postal . packets .addressed to any office 
wnere any newspaper or periodical is 
published, being postal packets in reply to 
aC.vertisements appearing in such newspaper 
or periodical. · 

3 1. Until further notice, all letters, 
packets, newspapers, postcards and tele.· 
gcaphic me,sages received in or despatched 
from, or in transit through or within these 
I:Jands, will be subject to censorship. 

The Censorship staff 'will be sworn to 
secrecy. 

Ir. vie.v of the danger that unauthorized 
persons, a~d persons actuated · by -motives 
hostile to British interests, may obtain access 
to informa.ion wntained in private .commu. 
n i<;atioos f<om persons in. these Islands. and 
may utilize sucn information .to the detriment 
of :Briti.sh interests, .. all _persons are. strictly 
enjoin~d tc refrain from . mentioning in any 
of th:eir- .oorre~ponden~~ ·or messages any 
infotm11tioa regarding the .national defences 
more espocially. anything relating to' the 
p);ms of tile. Naval·and Military Commanders· 
~nd._.the ~t~eng~h, compositi~n, movements,. 
organizapon. and spirit ·of His Majesty's, 
,mural. o; {llilitary forces· or any. military or 
.naval actioo, inciden~ or casualty unless such 
have .bee.n published. · 

No aewspaper, hook, pamphlet or 
other. pubLcation is to be published. in these 
Islands. w;thout previ9us permission . being 
obtained from the press- censor. Information 
regard in~ the ·rules to· he obser:ved in •this 
conn!',:tion.can be obtained ooapplication.to 
th.e.pr.eS&- c<;nsor. 

The publications referred to in the· next 
preceding paragraph include picture postp 
ca.,.js .a.nd also any. other pictorial represent· 
ation cf'local subjects. Tke sale, exhibition· 
for sale, or detention for sale, of any such 
po~tcards er other rel'rcsentations, without 
the previous permission of the· prcs_s censor, 
shall b~ tre-ated as an offence against these 
regulations.. 

A du;:>licate specimen of any set of 
postcards <:pproved by the .Censor shall be 
stamptd w.th the Censor's mark. One copy 
of the spe<:imen shall be returned to the 
owner_ and shall be evidence of the Censor's 
appro,al of the relative set of postcards. 
The other ~opy .shall be kept by the Censor. 

C'Jmrw.unications intended for publication 
in the ;:>ress elsewhere t~an in these Islands 
are to be submitted to the ·press censor at 
the Castil e. instead ot being- handed in 
direct to the post or teleg-raph Admini­
stratio~. If approved by the Censo1·, they 
will be trcmsmitted by him to th4t postal or 
telegr&phic authorities for despatch. Those 
intend~d ior transmission by post must be 
stamped hefore submission. and thos.e by 
telegraph .vill, if approved, be passed by the 
press r:ensor to the telegraphic authorities. 

Lette~s, packets and parcels posted for 
despatch f--om, or received for delivery in 
these Is\a.,ds are only accepted by the 
postal authorities on the condition that they 
at·e liable to destruction or detention, or 
delay in transmission at the discretion of the 
Censo-- an1 without nOtice to the sender or to 
the ad:lressee and without any claim lying 
against the postal or censorship authorities 
either for refund of the postage paid on 
them, or rn·any other grounds on account of 
such Cestr...1ction, detention or delay. 

Messages \Vritten in code, cipher or in 
any 13llguage other than English, French 
and ·Italian for Italian territory will not be 
accepted li::>r despatch. 



!nc:):,ag t::) tvr ut::)pau;n tr-um, or- aeuvery 
in, these Islands, are cnly accepted on con­
dition that they are liable, without notifi­
cation to the sender or addressee, to be 
delayed in transmission, paraphrased or 
suppressed altogether. at the discretion of 
the Censor, and that no refund of money 
paid for the messase will be made on 
account of such delay, paraphrasing or sup­
pression. 

Once a message has been handed in 
for transmission, n<l alterations will be 
allowed to be made in it by anyone except 
the censorship staff. 

Telephone messages tendered for 
transmission from :\1alla to Gozo 01· vice­
versa shall be subject to censorship, and no 
message shall be acceptt-d for transmission 
unless it has been drawn up in the English 
language. 

Any person who contravenes, or attempts 
to defeat, all or any of the provi•ions of this 
regulation, and any p~"·son who advises, or 
helps any other person or persons, whether 
in or out of thes~ Islan:ls, to contravene or 
attempt to defeat all or anr of the provisions 
of this reg-ulation, shall be guilty of an 
offence against these re"6ulations. 

Any person who, "lithout lawful autho­
rity, uses any stamp of similar pattern to 
that used by the Censer or by his ·(_l.ssistants, 
or by his staff, and any pe"rson who uses a. 
stamp in colourable im tat'lon of, or purport­
ing to be, that use< I by .he Censor, or by his 
assistants or by his stOoLff, and any person 
who, without lawful .:.uthority, obtains or 
attempts to obrain •uch stamp shall be 
guilty of an offence against these regula­
tions. 

l'lobibiliou 3':· Nq pe:son shal~, without lawful 
.againstnon-postnl authonty. transmit (ot.h::::rw1sc than tlu-ou,gh 
communic:~.ttons the post) or ~-~?nvey, to •1r frOJTl these Islands, 
i~:Ol~om these or recdve or have in h:s possession for such 

transmi:-.~ion or convc}.ance, any lt!tter or 
printf.!ll matter or written message for any 
other person, ancl if an:r person contravenes 
this provision, he ,hall be guilty of an offence 
against these regulatiors. 

This regulation ;hall not apply to 
"shipowners' letters." tl-at is to say, letters of 
the owners, charterers or consignees of 
vessels inward bouml, ami of the owners, 
con~i;..:-nces or shippers of goods On hoard 
those vessels, nor to any other class of 
letters or written messa.;cs that may be for 
the time being exempted by ord,er of the 
Governor, but all su~h letters m·ust be 
delivered to ariy officer appointed to act as 
a Military, Censor of pcstal ~orrespondence 
when such officer or the competent naval or 
military authority requires this to be done, 
and if any person, whcr- so directed, fails to 
do so, o1· any person "ho prevents or at­
tempts t~ prevent this being done, he shall 
be guilty of an offence against these regula.­
tions. 

Pmentionofcon· 33· Any person llanding or embarking­
ftJ&Dcc o£ letters in these Islands or being on board any ship 
etc. out of or into in the water of these islands, or any person 
these Islands. who by reason of his occupation or habits 

has special opportunities of communicating 
with the crews and ·passengers of vessels, 
shall, on being required to do so by any 
naval or military officer or any soldier or 
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sailor appOinted tor the purpose or any 
police or customs officer, make a declaration 
as to wh~thcr or not he is carrying or 
conveying any letters or other written mes­
sages intended to he transmitted by post or 
otherwise delivered to any other person, 
and, if so required, shall produce to such 
officer, soldier or sailor any such letters or 
messages, and any such .officer soldier or 
sailor may search any such person and any 
luggage with a view to ase2rtaining 'whether 
such person, or the person to whom the 
luggage belongs, is <:arrying or conveying 
any such letters or messa~s. 

Any person who knowingly makes any 
false declaration under this regulation, or, 
on being required to ]X'Oduce any such 
letter or messages as aforesaid and in the 
manner aforesaid, refuses. er neglects to do 
so. or in any other way contravenes this 
regulation, shall be guilty of an offence 
against these regularions. 

The said officer, soldier or sailor will 
transmit any written or p:rinted matter or 
messages produced to h.m. or found on 
search, to an officer appointed to act as 
Military Censor of postal wrrespondence. 

G.N.No91 

I N exercise of the powers vested in the Governor by 
Her Late Majesty's Order in Council of the 26th 

October, 1896, as amended by His Majesty's Order in 
Council of the 21st March, 1916, His Excellency has 
been pleased to dir~ct that Regulation No. 31a of the 
Malta Defence Regulations, 1916, bP cancelled. 

February 20, 1919. 

By Command, 
LuuT .. GovERNOR's OFFICE, 

The Palace, Valletta, W. C. F. ~B~RTSON, 
Lieutenant-3overnor 

and Chief Secretary to Go,ernment. 

G.N. No234 

I, N exercise of the powe'rs conferred in the Governor 
by Her Late Majesty's Order in Collncil of the 2t:>th 

October 1896, as amenrled by His M•.je>ty' s Order in 
Council of the 21st March 1916, His E><ccll~ncy the 
Officer Administering the Government has been 
pleased to direct that, with a view to e<.sure the public 
safety and the defence of these lslan<ls, all printed 
matter must he submitted to the Pre,., Censor before 
publication. 

June 9, 1919. 

G.N. No236 

I T is hereby notified for general information that 
Regulation No. 3 1 of "The Malta Defence Regula­

tions 1916" relating to censorship, is sti 11 in operation 
Hllrl that the censorship of press articl~s and other 
printed or written matter dealing with politics which 
was withdrawn on the 3rd February, 1919, has been 
re-established. 

PersDns concerned are wnrned thM any publication 
in contravention of Regulation No. ~ 1 of The Malta 
D,•fcnce Re~ula!io~s. t 9 t 6, shall be ..:!cn!t with as an 
offence against those Regulations. 

June 9, 1919. 
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G.N. No369 

I N exercise of the powers r.onferred on the Governor 
by Her Lc.te Majesty's Order in Council of the 26th 

October 189t' as amended by His Majesty's Order in 
Council of the 21st March 19lfi, His Excellency has 
bt~en pleased to make the following amendments tu 
"Tht::: Malta Defence Regulations, l9l6" to have effect 
as from midncght on the 15th September 1919. viz:--

1, Re~lation 30 is cancelled. 
2. Regulation 3 1 is cancelled and the following 

Regulation io substituterl therefor, viz:--
" Untit further notice no newspaper, book, pam­

" pl>let or ether publication is to be published in these 
" Is-lands w',thout previous permission being obtained 
'' from the ?ress Censor. Communications intended for 
" publication in the Press elsewhere than in these 
" Islands zre to be submitted to the Press Censor 
" instead of being handed in direct to the Post Office or 
" Telegrapn administration. If approved by the Press 
" Censor, they will be transmitted by him to the 'Postal 
H or Telegraphic Authorities for despatch. Those 
" intended ~or transmission by post must be stamped 
" before su':>mission, and those by telegraph will, if 
" approved be passed by the Press Censor to the 
" Telegraphic Authorities. 

u Once a message has been handed in for transw 
u mission, oo alterations will be allowed to be made in 
" it by anyGne except the Censorship Staff. 

'
1 Any person who contravenes, or attempts to 

u ,!efeat, al or any of the provisions of this regulation, 
" and any -person who advises, or helps any other 
., person or persons, whether in or out of these Islands, 
u to contr~p,·ene or attempt to deft·at all or any of the 
H provision. 0f this reg·ulatiOil, shall he guilty of an 
u offence ag;ainst these regulations. 

" Any person who, without lawful authority, uses 
" any stancp of similar pattern to that used by the 
" Ccn~:;r o·: by his as~i.stants, or by his staff, an. I any 
'' person \\:110 uses a st~tmp in colourable imitation of, 
u Or purporting- to be, that u~ed by the Censor, or by 
u his assistants or .by his staff, and any person who, 
u without l .. nVful aut-hority, obtains or attempts to obtain 
u such stamp shall be guilty of an offence against these 
u regulatimas." 

September ! 1, 1919. 

G.N. No370 

W ITH noference to Government Noti<;e No. 369 of 
the 1 · th September 1919, it is notified that the 

Office of the Press Censor has been transferred to No. 
28 Strada &-itannica, Valletta (2nd ·floor). 

lnform-1.tion regarding the rules to be observed in 
connection "'ith the Press Censorship can be obtained 
on application to the Press Censor at the above 
address. 

September 11, 1919. 

1921 
G.N.No315 

WHEREAS by virtue of His ~lajeMy's Orders in 
Council of the 26th day of October 1 ~96, the 28th 

&!)>of August 1914 and 21st day of Marl'h 1916 or by 
tomr one or more of them, certain Rl·~ulations for 
licurlng the public safety and th~ IJcfenc<: of :VIalta and 
• DependenCJes were duly made and are now in force; 
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And Whereas it is no longer necessary that all the 
e.Id Regulations should be in force; 

Notice is hereby given that the said l<egulations 
aile and except th"lSe the numbers and marginal titles 
._fare set out in the Schedule hereto are hereby 
Jlileated and cease to be in force on the date of this 
Jitlce. 

And notice is further given that one of the Reguw 
lllilns which contirue in force has been and is amended 
• ihown in the second column of the Schedule hereto 
M shall from the date of this notice be read and have 
IW:Ce as so amended. 

!lo. of 
'l.ttPiation. 

t. 

l<. 
)d. 

20. 

2oa. 

20b. 

zs. 
28, 

41-46 
inclusive. 

5S A (c). 

Gv. 

62. 

63. 

6~·73 
inclusive. 

78-85 
inclusive. 

SCHEDULE. 

Marginal Title nnd Amend111ents. 

Directions as to non-interference with per­
sons and property. 

Power.; as to r.oconomising anrl maintaining 
supFIY of food. 

Powen to require information iu re .... pect 
to a"ly article of commen~c. 

Power to holrl·enquiries as to articles. 

Spreac of false reports as to food supplies. 

.Landing or embarking at ports of these 
Isla~d·s without passport prohibited, 

Measu.-es to prevent the landing or embar­
kinj;' of stowaways. 

SearllEn's Cerlifio:ate of 1\'ationality. 
Prohitition against tampering with tele­

graphic apparatus, etc. 
Prohibition against possession of wirele~s 

telegraphic apparatus, etc. 
Prohil:ition against manufacturing, etc., 

firearms, explosives, etc., without ·per· 
mis!oion.- Suspicious possession Of explo­
sives, etc. Duty to register sales, etc., 
of explosives, etc. -Prohibition against 
selling- etc., explosives, etc., to unautho­
rized persons.-Prohibition ag3inst the 
po~:;essi•m of firearms, e)!. plosives, etc.·­
Prohibition nf importation of arms, etc. 

Prohibition agair~t supplying intoxicants 
to 'llembers of f lis Majesty's or alhcd 
f01·ces, with an amendment omitting the 
words ''or Allied" and th~ words ''either 
witD or without any such intent as 
afo•esaid" 

ProhiJition against unauthorised use of 
naval, military or police uniforms, di:"CO­

rafions, medals and badges. 
Damage to Government property anfl 

incitement to ~edi1ion, disaffection or 
tn:·.ason. 

Ob:-.tr;Jction of officers, etc. in performance 
of Juties. 

Fab~ paS3ports, de. - Duty to deli\'er 
pa!O"[lOrts found to the Poli'..:{.\ ctc.­
A3~btir.g pfisoners of war or interned 
per::-.pns ·to.· .escape .. -- l)uty of compliance 
wiL"l on.ler~ . .:.. Aiding and abetting, etc. 
-Duty of disclosing contra\'entions of 
n!~•1lations. · 

Pow;;·s of arr'e<;,t and 'to take photographS 
and fin~er prints.-_:_ Trial of Offences.~~­
Sa-ing of other power:-..-·~olices ·A 
oi·Lcr~.--Provi~ions as to permits.-Ap­
pointn'tent of the competent naval or 
mtlitary authority -Short title - Transi· 
tor/ provision~. 

I 
October 25, 192 1. 
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