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Hivhiard Galintian 5 secariiy st

Lilttva envoy, Fernardino
Leem, lned np a inbwith the
{Inited Arab Trsirares, key
hacker af one of the coun-
.- N Ty 5 100 overnnsenls, has
driven tle finsl nait intn tat s affin thal i
the international peace process.

The UAF along with Egypt are the ey
Lackers of the interationally recngnised.
rlected govarninent; no crinw by itsel (. but
damming for the man who clatmed to e
an “honest broker” between that govern-
ment and its Isfamist-led rival in Tripoli.

Even belere this revelation, Leon's1alks
had collapsed last month when both gov-
eraments refused o sign the plan the
rnvoy pubin front of Hem.

O cue, a vicious new raund of Behting
breske mut, with Tstnnist mititias fighting
each ather in Tripnli and 3 helicoptes
crashing in the sea near the sity, killing
v of theit top commanders.

Tn Benghazi, army forees contineed
aommering lslamist militants while
the air foree ambed militia supply boats
hringing  wespoens from Misrata -
and buzzed what they said were [talian
warships taking too cloge an interestin
e battie.

evelations thas the UN's

That constitution
should be grabbed
with both hands. It
offers Libyans the

chance to reconnect

with representative
govermment

Withnut even the semblance ol a peace
process, the UN and £0 areelt staring ai
twen catastraphes grewing Sver worse -
tie rise of 151% and the shipping of lun.
dreds of theusands ol Musliny migrans
from Fibya 1o Bisopean shares withaut
anyone asking why Arab states donnt
agres iy ke iy

Phe 1IN and tee BU onntinge i insisg
that o fikendds D bone Loy polivieian,
Faicz Al Serpaj. mest be the puane minds:
fer iy gty gevernment that botl: sides
have rejectind

Rut Libyans need & prime minister wheo
speaks for them, natnne plucked by the N,
Leanis guilly of the mistake many peopio -
Fibwvans as nuich as ovtsiders - make, which
i proming their hepes on a White Kniglit nid-
ing over the hills tesave the pation.

Some are vven calling fay o rewgdorn tise
maonarchy, abalished when Muammar
Gaddaft seized power four decades ago
Bt the trath is - itain't going to happen.

Libvans are fighting preciscly because
thetreis no leader all can agree on.

[astweek, testilving to the British parlia-
ment, former  ambassador  Dominic
Asquith put his finger o it, saying: “There
remains a very strong desire from the
I ibyan people lor a poelitical agreement,
They want a government. They want 4
political settlement. There is buge frustra-
tion at their own politieal leadership, but
alsoatthe UN"

A senior Libyan official put it more
hionily, telling me fast werk: “Iveryoneis
focussed on the “wha', but the solution is
the what' "

the “what”’ ie, anid 1 believe Asquith,
kave in mind is a government peopie sup-
pottbecause the people chose i [tis calied
dempcracy. Suclt @ government was
eloeted v June last year, in clections the

UN itself supervised. But when the
[<iamists tnnk steep lasses in thase elec-
tinns, they rebelled, their Libwa Dawn
mititiag snized Tripodi, and the conntry
femains at war

Since then. the N hasfocussed not o
clected paliticians but on pishing e
whn were elected o miake o deal sith
thnse whawere nog - the militty ehiels ol
tihiva Nawn

Shasing power with the milifigs is 0ot
whal this parliament was elecled to do
Eaprcially hecause in recent months the
key poweer brokers in Tripadi have beconme
the Libva Islamic Figliting Group, a losmer
poerritla organisaton affiliated ta Al Quaida,
some of ent once having heen interned
in Guaranams Bay.

The nne shver al hope s Libwa's const
tatinnal commission, which is nearly ready
o annaunce a proposed constitrion, That
canstitution should e grabbed with hmh
hands. [t offers Libvans the chance
reconnect with representative government
- but nniy if Libyandare given the chanee
to vole,

e solution may be a fedesal struc-
ture, with power devolved down 1o
regional assemblies bester able to meer
their peopic’s needs. Such a systenyhas
been the bedrock of Switzerland's suceess
for centuries.

Whatever that constitution stipulates,
the UN should get hehind i Leen's succes:
sor, German diptamat Martin Kobler, must
serap his seareh for a White Rnight and end
the $IN's fratersising with the warlerds.

As my Liltvan [riend told me, the only
thing that will bring peace. before #isinn
late, is a svstem that all Libyans are
invested in, cermainly notone imposed by
foreigners and particuiarly by a now thax
ounghiy discredited UN and FET

en access and acades

smpressive increase in upiversi-

rescarch in QA wili be contzibut-

lic research

are gver 1,180 articies. 226

Ryan Scicluna

Hyan Scieluna s library assistantat
the Universityof hMalta

hauld information be
iree? This is the cos-
rent hat topic in thi
world of avademia,
Theve is an increasing
- demand for research
to he arcessibie by cvervone.
Famding  hadics  are heiog
vt nmake research easiby
aceessible and available oninsté-
witienal repesitories (ks).

The Open Access [OAYmove-
ment has been gaiing momen-
fwm ever since the Eurapeans
Sciemific Council mandated that
the European Union, fuily or par-
tizlly funded research, should be
avaitatyle in OA whaether by pub.
lishing iy OA journals or upload.
ing the research on institutional
repositories that cater for GA.

Several countries took it a step
further by implementing national
OA policies, which imply that
research funded by mnational

institistions sliculd alga be in”

QA. Countries like the UK and
the Netherlands have seen on

ties and institntions adepting
O/ policies within their own
repositories. In practical terms,
what does DA mean?

0A is defined as the free,
immediate  availability  of
research articles on the public
fnternet, PermMItling any users o
read, dovnload, distribute, prant,
search or link to the full texis of
these articles, of use them for any
other tawful purpose, without
finarcial, legal oc rechnical barri-
ers otliey than those inseparable
[rom gaining sceess ta the inrer
nelitself.

Ihe only cnnstraint on use,
seprodictinn and distribution,
and the only ssle for copyright in
1liis domain, should be o give
authinrs control aver the integriry
of their work and the right to he
propery acknowladged and cised

0A has the power [o transiorm
the way research and sciengific
inguiry is conducted. 1 has
divect and widespread implica-
tions for both the acadenia and
indusiry, and lor soriety as
awhoie.

QA has the potentiad to max-
imise research investmenis,
increase the exposure and use
of published research, facilitate
the ability to conduct research
across available literature and
erhance the sverall advance-
ment of scholarship.

ALits core, DA creates a cycle vl
information that can only grow by
time. A researcher who publishes

ing to the scholagly and scientific
community in general.

The researcher will aise pro-
vide other scholars with areas
and topics {ar further research
either directly or indirectly, thus
rescarch creates more research.
This will be of henelit 1o the
researehor. the institution, the
academic community, and the
wider world,

The University of Malta
faunched QARG fol, its institu-
tionat repasisory, in September
2014, Participating in pan-Earo-
pean projects, such as Ope-
nAIRE2020 and PASTEURAOA,
thie pniversity library is also play-
ing an active role in promuoting
A, The Jibrary also acts as the
nationai point of reference for 04
withon the B

DARGAINM provides a plat
[arnt [or academics to put their
research in OA. The wltismate geal
is 10 have a systeny in place where
reseagch created by the Uriver
sity is preserved and also show-
cased online in Open Accoss.
QARGEUOM is a powerful tonl that
researchers need (o use (o
increase the visibility of their
research and also that of the insti-
tation supporting the research.

To date, shere are over 4,000
authors  who have items
depuosited on OAR@UoM with
aover 8,000 different subjeci
headings  used o - clussify
the inereasing voiume of
items being submitted. There

Open Access has
the power to
transform the
way research and
scientific inquiry
is conducted

recordings, 30 books and aver
1,506 disscriations.

This platform alse gives the
apportunity to local joumal pub
lishers to upload their issues thus
increasing visibility and accessi-
biligy whilst siepporting preserva-
tion, Since QARG 2oM is the anly
institutional repository in Malia,
it i also serving as a pational
repasitory; in fact there is already
a grawing number of external
rescarch being uploaded on
DARGIoM.

Through GALRELIGM, the uni-
versity Hbrary's goal is 1o ring
ragether the Maltese research
community by enhancing
their awareness on {34; how
ever, in order o gaarantes that
vesearchers submirmarerial, the
University has i tssue a man-
date that viearly outlines the
tesponsibly involved with such
an obligation.

This will alse provide Te-
searchers with anunderstanding
of the very real benefits of QA and
encaurage them 1o hecome will:
ingly involved in the necessary
workflows involved in uploading
material in OA.

Research  uploaded  on
OARGUOM is also accessible
through Geogle and Google
Schotas. This may further impact
the country as awhole due o the
facs that research produced will
bo internationolly visible and can
result in foseign entities investing

in local rescarch. /




