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Dr. JOHN H. MERCIECA D.Sc.(Honoris Causa), D.D.S.

Born in Floriana, Dr. John H. Mercieca received his secondary education at the Lyceum, from
where he matriculated in 1930 as a student of the University and in 1937 graduated as one of the
seven students who had completed the First Course of Dental Surgery every held at the University of
Malta, being placed first in order of merit.

After a period of housemanship at the Government Dental Clinic attached to the Council Civil
Hospital, Dr. Mercieca set himself in private practice, but, in 1940, at the outbreak of hostilities in
Malta, he volunteered to take charge of the Dental Clinic set up in the Attard-Lija-Balzan district, to
care for the needs of the hundreds of refugees who had flocked to the centre of the island, from the
Cottonera and outlying districts, which post he held until June 1941 when he joined the Army
Dental Corps in the rank of Lieutenant. A year later he was promoted to the rank of Captain and
was attached to the 161 Field Ambulance R.A.M.C. Early in 1942 he underwent a Course in General
Anaesthesia, under the Senior Anaesthetist Major Buckley at the 90 General Hospital (Mtarfa)
where he served for nearly a year. In 1946 he was demobilised, when his age group was due, going
back to the private practice of his profession.

In 1938, Dr. Mercieca was appointed Examiner in Oral Medicine and Surgery at the University of
Malta, in which post he uninterruptedly served for 40 successive years up to 1978, when he retired at
his own request.

Between 1942 and 1945 he was elected as one of the two representatives in the interests of the
Dental Profession, on the Faculty Board of Medicine and Surgery and in 1945 was elected a Member
of the Special Board of Dental Surgery. In 1954, when the Faculty of Dental Surgery was for the
first time, created at the University, Dr. Mercieca was elected a member and continued to be
regularly elected up to 1978.

From 1944 to 1959, Dr. Mercieca was yearly elected a Member of the Medical Board at the
Department of Health and in 1959, when the Medical Council was created, he was elected a Member
and has ever since been re-elected every three years to the present day. From 1968 to 1977, when it
stopped functioning, Dr. Mercieca was also elected, every 3 years, as a Member of the Advisory and
Executive Board at the Department of Health.

Dr. Mercieca is a Founder Member of the Dental Association of Malta, which was set up in 1944,
having served as its Secretary for 13 years, between 1948 and 1961. In 1949 he represented the
Association at the Annual Meeting of the British Dental Association, held at Scarborough as an
official representative. In 1961, following the retirement of the late Prof. E. Lapira, he was elected
President, to which office he was regularly, re-elected biennially up to 1981, when the Council of the
Dental Association of Malta elected him Honorary Life President to serve with full voting powers
on the Council. Between 1951 and 1960 Dr. Mercieca held the post of National Treasurer of the
Federation Dentaire Internationale.

Dr.:Mercieca was a Founder Member of the Malta Federation of Profess1onal Bodies, serving for
anumber of years as a Member of the Council and in the office of Vlce-Ere51dent in 1980 —81.

Having always had Philately so much to his heart since his early boy-hood days and having
belonged to two previous Philatelic Societies, which had a very short span of life, naturally enough,
Dr. Mercieca, has taken and is still taking a keen interest in the continued active and healthy state of
this present Malta Philatelic Society, founded in 1966, and of which he is a Founder Member and its
President for 17 consecutive years since 1971. He is also a Member of the Malta Study Circle of
London.

In 1958, Dr. Mercieca, was appointed a Member of the Stamp Design Advisory Board at the
Department of Posts, on which he regularly served up to 1973. In 1987 he was again re- appomted
and is still serving.

Dr. Mercieca is highly interested in and is a keen student of foreign languages and apart from his
national tongue and English, he speaks fluently Italian, French and German and has a good working
knowledge of the Spanish and Russian languages, which he can also read and write. When in 1962
the German-Maltese Circle was founded he was one of its Founder Members and between 1967 and
1970 its Vice-President.

On the occasion of the joint celebrations held by the University of Malta and the Dental
Association of Malta, between the 6th and the 11th October 1987, to commemorate the Graduation
of the seven students in the First Course of Dental Surgery 1937, the Council of The University of
Malta approved the resolution passed by the Senate recommending that the Degree of Doctor of
Science (Honoris Causa) be conferred on Dr. John H. Mercieca and ordered that this distinction be
conferred on him, on 10th October 1987 during the Fiftieth Anniversary of the first graduates in the
Course of Dental Surgery 1937.

" Our Philatelic Society extends to Dr. J.H. Mercieca our warmest congratulations.
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Disinfection

Part 12 by Dr. A. Bonnici
Diary of the Plague Epidemic of 1813; continuation.

NOTIFICAZIONE.

e

IL Rapporto Medieco Civile, Militare, e di Marina fatto in quasta gier<
B3 & stito fivor-vole pet non essere sccaduto alcaa ciso 1m tutta la
popolamwove ddi'isvla che merita essere rimarcsto.

1l Ragizzo Borg annuaciato j:ri, continua col suni~comodo, e dio-
pid gli si comparve ozzi il segno pestileoziale o:li’ lnguine destro. Il
resto della famiglia, ¢ I dae Greci stanno beoe.

Grazia figlia di Gio: Battista Pisssi Sagrestano della Chiesa di
810 'Roceo deli'std di anni 18, gid crasportata sin dagli 8 ¢orrente in
Forte Macuel uoitsmeote ali'iatera sus fimiglia coosistente in 8 per-
sone, per essersk allora trovata slquento febbricitant+: io eggi porrg
uo’ alterazione nel sistema glandolsre di uoa oaturs prav; la medesima
$-lea avers cemmunicasione, e pernottsre 1n cisa di Muna Agius morta
Li 6 cotrente.

~ Giovanal Hiuimsn seguits s:mpre nells sua fissazione, e non dd ve-
W gao Mdspetteso.

Paolo Rocchi annunciste jeri cootinus nells may indisposizioae, ed
essendosi omervato, oo dd alcun segne sospettaso.

1 Comitsto si fa carico dell'importante ozgetto che lo rizuirds, insiste o
Pubblieo, accid comtinua le precauzioni, meatre i trarra di u» morbo d!
malizoo carauter:, ¢ €3¢ & molty insidioso, € cempanisce quendo m:a0 st

Sspatta,
Malts, Comitate &i Sslute, 1§ Maggio 1814
J. THOMAS, Presidente.
3. CASTa MILLER Seg*



SUA ECCELLENZA il Regie Civile Commissionario ad egzette
che coll' esecuzione ( la quale gli ¢ sommamente 2 cuore ) delle misa-
re di precouzione sugzgerite dal Comitato di Sslute si ottengs il bra.
@mate intento, scnza che me tisuluoo alire inconvenienze, ha erdinate,
ed ordinz quaamto scgue.

1. Che niuno ardisca buttare o riporre immonderze inmanzi alle por-
te, o case altru:, ¢ Bcaemeno ne' canton: de' diversi quartieri. di questa
Ciud sotto la peos d'once otto da cedere 1 quanto slla merd in vam-
taggio di chi animato dal dovuty zelo pel pubblico ben general: met-
terd in chiaro 3 contruvienziune ancorehd srd Uthcidle dells  Polizia,
o delle Corti &1 Giustuaie,

3. Che neppure innanzi ella prepria Porta, o Cass si pessa ds alcu-
no batur oelle pubbliche strade letums, straccj, erbe, a:qua sporca od
alcun’ altra sorea d'immon Jesza, ma chi per difetto di aleri mezzi &
st2to nella secessud ¢y o praticare per lo pigsato affise dv far regnare
oelle proprie stanze la posnibile paliterzy, debba oonia meote le acqre
sporche buttarle nelle cloache, @ le altre immondeaze firle giornalm-ate
coglicre in uns cuffy, che fard ripoire vicine alla sus porta della sira-
da dalls parte di dentro a:ciscché passindo i carri che saranno a cid
"“i“"'\ ¢ che avvert-riana del loro pussiggie col sucme del le_:pl-.
acllo, di cai sedersn fer-uti, possano alla richiests de’ rivpettivi wbitanti
vuotar selle cass: |'mmunders:, che troverassi come scpra raceclta, re-
stitwendone tosto le cuflc sudette; ¢ chi  gontraveerd ella dispcsisione
cooteouta nel presente articole pagherd toties quoties la muls d'ooce
Quatiro che cederd per metd 3 chi metterd ia Ghisre ls coatravvea-
B102¢ pells meniers sopradetta.

3. Che qualungie abitsate s'iotends avere sotto la uz'pamcphrlr
protezione ls pulicezra di guella parte di strada, ¢he ¢ dlinnanzi alls
.sua Casa fioo ails metd dell2 stesss Strads, ¢ posss mm‘tgre presso
slla Polixia acciocchd i vicini sieno sen sclsmeste impediii dal fm:-
€esa alcuna tendente sl pregiudizio di tale puhtezln, ma pur CO“dfﬂfl
8 fire turto b che vaglis a cortriduire al z‘xu‘ntr_mmt?to‘dclla medesi-
2, alls qual cosa gli abitenti delle Pmi_mf-r'xon ,dcl_.e (i'a‘se' saram cer-
tameate istruiti dsli'ese npiy degli abitsnti detls Parti S'upenone pm;-:
¢ipali delle medesime E q:i Sus Eccellenza 1n vece d,l-pon’ebli?" Cll
trascars wn dovere wato inum:mente conoesso colla salute pubblica, al-
€URa speciale pens, ls quale petrd sempre per altre :g mg,rm:l“::ﬁ :;;
16 arbitrags ¢l Magistrato ¢i Polizis, 1 cemtenta &1 ramme o i; e
la cooperssione soltanto di tutti gli abitanti pud € deve uncurab . ‘:h
20 sdempimento di cosd salutare misurs, € I ottemmento del bene che
deve onoinamente risultsrne.

Segreteria del Geverno 1§ Maggio 1813
D’ Ordige di S. E. il Regio Civile Commissianarie

F. LAING
Segraaris, Pubblion,



SUA ECCELLENZA il Regio Civile Commissionsrio conoscendo iale
.. B ¥ LLEN __ C egere parte essenziale della sum maggiore wigi i di
I' istruire cisscun individuo di tutto cid che pud condurre a tener lontano il terribile flagello di cui @ minacciata :ugelg'nl?;ﬂ:]he ‘z;e:;m:egzli

suo germie, qualora ( che Iddio nol voglia) fosse introdotto, ha creduto essere uti pubblicare le seguenti osservazioni fatte in occasion

accid ogoi individuo conosca le fatali conseguenze che ponno derivare, o

questa Popolazione
dei di estinguere agni
e dell'ultino contagio di Messina,

un’ anticipata confidenza della cessazione di questo morba pestifero, o dall'abban.

donar le saggie @ necessarie precauzioni c}:e sono state- prescritte  dal Rispgtabile Comitato di Salute, onde imapedire il diffondersi dellaj pit terribile delle ma
3 § / -

lattie Ja_péste, 'la qinale infeli & di gia

e li 2 & di gi p tra di noi, Quanlgnque il progesso della stessa sia forse
#ell’ osservanza dells ~ prescritte restrizioni prima che si possa assicurare essefe noi eseati e salvi da una s orrida infermity,

ancors

e R e

- i 20. Maggio, 1143 giunse nel porto di Massina une Tadtana Genovese, con
andiera Napoletsna, comaidata da un padrane Genovess, chismato - Gucoma Yozzo,
quantaaquer quando & mise sotto la protezione Napoletioa, ey avesse preso il nome
i Anicllo Bara. {| casico comsisteva in lana, grans, tabacco, ed in alcane pezce di tela,
caricate davar) porti dells Moras chie = quell’ epoca erano inferti, o che erano stati
qualche tempo prims infeui di peste. H paimne prevedendo che non sarcbbe siato am-
meso in Memina, se diretamenty. -dalla Murca si fosse ii portato; perfidamente roccd a
Missilangi nel golfo di Lepaato, dicimpauso Cofalonia, © 13 pre curossi- una patente nerta
di Sanit, colla quale procedette in. Messina. Al suo arrivo egh la prosents, nelle sofite
forme, espose aver solamgnte lana, © granv; ¢ dichisrd con giuramento, che woo dei
suai marinari era caduta in mare dnrante il viaggio, motive per cui vi era a bordo v
uomo &i mego del numere che era specificato nefla patente di Sanud, #

Quella f da insieme s coll'csibizione di wpa.
patente netta di Saoitd, indusse It Magistratr defl'Ufficio di Sanitd (i quali ignoravano
tro circostanze d'essere, ciod, egh prima stato in pard infette dells More:

morto utio 0 due dei suui narinari a bordo, dallz peste ) ad ammetiere
bastimento sila quarantena ir Lazzareuo. dove colle solite furmalits, eglino incox
0o = depositare la lana, ed il grano, Tuttavoita secondo tutte te umane appsrenze, 'in-
feziouc non sarebbe mal stata introdotta nella ciud, se ¢id non. fosse stato cffetuato
per mezzo di un pescatore, il quale in processo di tempo essendo vicino a morire di-
seoperse il fatale socreto. Questi comfessd che subito dapo Parrivo dol padrone eyl tro-
vd mezzo di avere da lui in tempo di noute slcune balle di Tabacco, coperte con ca-
pavaccio infetto, ed alcuns pezze di d i di soppiatto trasporid nella sua cavw,
in una parte. della citd chizmaw Pizzifleri, dove pel fauo la malatia da prima appar-
. Per tal mode il trasportarsi-a terra quegli agyetti infettad fu causs i tutee quelle
fatali che i 1o fo fonc di tanto in giustificazione dei ma-
gistrati che’ presero, in' vero, tutte le misure pifi vizorose & prodenti nel Lazzarcio
per 1a prescrrazione della salute pubblica; ed i quali in adempimenio det loro Ufficio,
in seguito g i i are vita, in certo moda, ad una
morte evidente; ma eglioo furoao traditi dalle lora guardie snbalterne, neile quali cou-

fidavano,

wmorté del padroue succeduta nelli 24 di Marzo, diede il. primo allarme, ma es-

sendo seguitata, li 27 da uno dei marivari con tutd li sintomi di un mal pestifera, fa

conernutione. diveane geaerste, Sopra di che, in un Consiglio- pubblico, 5 dutcrnind

B i to, insieme col basti fossers

fose riunito nel- luogo pid praprio del
fu puntualmente Creguito, e colle pid

nobilth, .

che le sbarcate el 15, in
abbruciate, @ che if restante dell’ equipaggio
Lazzaretto, sotto_ una forta guardia. Tutto que:
sigorose precausioni, coll’é della p

Quoste misura molto coatribuirono & calmara le m
il o dell’ equi a

enti e le apprensioni del popolo,

ol €5 godere perfetta salute; la tranquil -

o e la sicarésza comune fa # grande " che dopo esscre spirati
ill il di 15 Maggio per cantare un Te Deiom nefis Cat-

felica 1i dal pid tecribile dei giwiz) divini

non erano appena i Senator arfinati alle
terrbile notizia ‘che alcuni do’ suoiam-
mmalati tomi rassomiglianti alle peste; nyviund;h ;ﬂ pospor-

i ringrasiamen: issimo, foche eglino non si fomero convinti' che le sue ap-
Preasion: wsn0 -:l‘ mﬂmﬁ s?usa questa voce per tutta”la Chiesa, si grande
‘contro il Modico, che cox gran difficolts poté questi salvani ed

T & Son cnaita, questa namative ds e celebre scrittors sulls peste,

Mants Ldisggio 161k o=

[Peré troppo presto, si vide chistamente che questo Madico avea detts ln vorik,
Egli continué ad afermarla contro Lopiniane del rimanente corpo dei Mediei, Ti et
eran i seaumenti contrarj, ¢ per fatalitd Lroppo ostinatamente in quelli si mantonsi
Per ‘{:.1 modo i mate, che avea incominciato a quel tempo, a manifestarsi a fom ron
di, ft considerata solumente come epidemico, © come projotto dallintemperie dell*irin
la quale in realtd avea cagionate certe epidemic ed anche casl mortalh dursnte tang
Pimvbmo precedonte, in mofte parit dellltslia & della Sicile, Qacsts ercostnss: waie
al nownale amore di quei medici verso Ja loto patria, alfarrore che lor provenea. dot
solomone di puste,slla_buona opinione che cpiino manunevano del Toro Luszaretis
e daile onorabili procedurc det loro magistrati, contribul 3 foruficarli mefls Tore
prima opinione csscre quella solamente una walaia comune: & <anto i s confor
mamuo nclla loro opisione quanto cha per molti giorai, o si scoperse cwerss o
nicata Viafermitd a guelli_che curavano gli ammaav, o nelle loro propric cav © negh
Spedali ¢ pia sncora puicht le donne ersuo in qualche maniers, sole. auaceate.

. Queste  circostanze insicme unite ecreossera a sizbifre qrelin falia ed errancs
opinione. E pel futo sarebbe anche stota 1o qualche maniera plausibile, qualora poca
teinpo prima, non si fosis accertata I esiucnza delia peste nel loro Lazzarctio 8§ vicing
alla citth, circoanza Ia quaie sola dovea essere sufiicivme a convincerls e |3 maluna
era veramenta peste. In_conscguenza sewbra ko difficiie a concepirs, come btia po-
tuto provalece una s generale ferma porsuatione, non esere il morbu pestbenzule [
Messinesi perd wensibili del giadizio del ciclo contro dr foro, tentarono & racare 1'ira
Divins, con refigiosc cerimanie, € col fur cominue procemioni per varj grni insicme,
alle qual tutie Je classi del popolo sssisieticro, & panicolamente ccme cra it
rale, quelli che erano inferan, Per be quali cose, il velono che da principio ers com 2reo
tant niite, non solamcate acquild forza per queds continue comunicasiuni, ba a1 dibatd

er ogai angolo della cini, ino a chescoppid come una conBagrazione generale di gia-
trie combuntibii ¢ di fuaco dvrastatore.

Thalli 15 alii 8§ Maggin, d3 3 2 490 poesore dol pilr basso ramngo periruno, assistitindai Medici,
che farono testimonj ocuan dei sintomi'ddia matattia; tatts vella parddctters tels hers o-tin
€ ad un tale grad, e wo Consigio tenio al Palazzo del Govarno N 51 May

di 33 medici fecers una sale Qichiatazivne, che gquella infermiti non cra e Peid
priscipin gun, Ta moctalits essendosi accresciata 3 jid di ic al givenn, i foverno
s deleroiind di prendere quelle medesime precauzioni elie 300 u-ualuicnte vswrsste
el peste, ed in coowguiiea emand pubhiici proclmi pei tegolament, in uns L
evessai quasdo un temac panico presc twito ad wnavola it pu <t
modo_abbandon 1o, coeettn dal renato ¢ dai Magistrali di Saniti, i qual s manl. aeso e ned
lors duvere, e selamente un membro di egni magitrato copravvinc,

La frte mortafits nom comtinud che circa venti giorni, ciog dalli 12 di G finy 3 prine
cigin di Luglio, quwndo questa censd in certs masier tallo ad una va'ta ; cessiane proinbilii. e
cagionata dal non viservi pel velenn pii materia da Ingorare; puiche 2 quel tempn hon
che quelli che si eran diligentemente cliusi nelle case, o quelli che s czano dai 1.
biliti, e Questi, vl sopravisserv non essendo suficienti & fare fowe pee i corpi Nt
¢ nmase fa quelio di abbruciadi Alla fine di Giugno, it torernatere

permice a cires 2
cuperti con canavacci impeciati, ed armati di lunghi pali con wncini di fae di adavars
luieme i ‘corpi morti 3 tantn quelli chu erann neile strade, come qyeili che enno fimti

6 futto, in varie porti della citti furono abbruciati  confustioenle uomiing ¢ downe, ¢
© poveri : Operazions che per vay giormi succesivi cagiond un fetore che non s potcebbe wé de-
scrivecs, o8 cancepire.

Ogni uomo il quile 2 informato dell Jstoria di Malta 3§ sl cemoche fa peste si 2 sviluppate
i queit’ lals pec bea quitiru volie dal 1518, fpo al 1675 Nel leggere (i ivtorici dulegii &
qualungue pefindo di questa inferm: i ta convingo che ) benehinio ¢ la faiveria co-
Mase derivd dall’ anticipare @ ripari © le_ precausioni, ¢ Ia fovia pioseunc da una fla cenf-
denzs, € dal procrastinare el Recowsrj fimed].

che trascrisse lo medesime parole & uR testimonio eculare del fitto che descrives

tamporia & Goverse.
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History in a Postcard by Dr. Giovanni Bonello

auit Duboushé & Co..

On June 8, 1940, a Maltese businessman addressed a postcard to Messrs
Bisquit Dubouche, the world famous producers of Bisquit Cognac in the French
region from which that brandy takes it name.

That postcard never reached its destination.

Many things were then happening in Europe. Two days before, Hitler had
launched his second major offensive against France. The Nazi armies were over-
running, with lightening speed, the South-East of France, bypassing the
Maginot line close to the Swiss border. The German arm entered Paris on June
14.

Only two days after the card was posted, Italy declared war on the Allies.
Malta found itself in the thick of the Second World War. The postcard to the
Cognac producers was returned undelivered to the sender with a handstamp,
which, as far as I am aware, has not yet been recorded: NO SERVICE/RETURN
TO SENDER. Malta had suspended Air Mail service to Italy that very same
day.

The postcard bears another cachet which, I believe is also unrecorded: an

octagonal censorship handstamp similar to CS-OC, but with the inscription
PASSED BY CENSOR running inside the margin, instead of the usual PASSED
in the centre of the cachet.

Details: On a King George VI 1V2d postal card (type 11) dated and post-
marked June 8, 1940:

1) Rectangular cachet 59 X 17mm in violet: NO SERVICE/RETURN TO

SENDER on two lines;

2) Triangular censorship cachet CS-T2 No. 59 PASSED BY CENSOR in

violet;

3) Octagonal cachet 34 x 27mm, PASSED BY CENSOR, with royal crown

and P, in blue.
9



Finding a Treasure Trove of Information
by Paul and Barbara Kayfetz

CONTENTS

Introduction .. ....out it e e
Background ....... ... i e e
Details of Plates & Related Preparatory Items .. .....cccovviinnennn..n.
The 1899 — 1922 Pictorials .. .cuuettie it ittt iiie e iiinennn.
King George V Definitives 1914 —1922 . .. .. ... .. iiii i,
MelitaIssues 1922 — 1926 .. ...t in ittt ettt
E38 1Y 1<) - T
The 1926 — 1930 George VDefinitive. .. .. .ovviie i i iiiie s,
Coronation 1937 Commemorative. ..o vvierereetiieeneeneeennnnnnns
George V ReVENUE StaITIPS . oottt vt in e ie ettt ieiieie s
Postal Stationery ... oie i i e e i
Why are the Platesand DiesinMalta ...,
General Implications . . .....vttn it it e e
The Future of the Platesand Dies . .........cciiiiiiiiiniiinennnnan.
o bedone ...ii i e e e

INTRODUCTION

Many philatelists, the authors included, spend countless hours indirectly piecing toget-
her bits of information about the printing plates and processes which were used for various
stamp issues. The process is painstaking and slow. It involves the assembly of stamps into
larger units which, along with marginal bits, allow inferences to be drawn about the
plates. Sometimes preparatory items, such as essays, die proofs, colour trials, plate
proofs, or printer’s record items provide additional clues. Those of us who savour digging
into dusty archives find correspondence and invoices which provide additional data.

The results of this indiréct research, when compiled in one work, can be impressive.
The Malta Study Circle Handbook is an example. It is considered a model of philatelic
writing regarding a single country.

BACKGROUND

The authors, luckily, have been afforded the chance-of-a-lifetime opportunity to
explore an original resource. This was a storage attic containing most of the printing
plates, artists’ original engraved dies, and transfer rollers for the Malta stamps printed
between 1899 and 1937.

During a stay in Malta in 1985 the authors investigated a sentence in the Handbook
mentioning that the printing plate for one of the Melita stamps was in the possession of
the Malta National Museum.
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Initial Visit

Malta Study Circle members Frank Gray steered us to the Malta Archeological
Museum in Valletta. This museum occupies the magnificent old Auberge de Provence of
the Knights of Malta. There the Director of Museums, Father Marius J. Zerafa,
confirmed that there were several boxes “‘of old copper plates’ in a storage attic. Un-
fortunately, the attic was not accessible because the key was no longer available.

Father Zerafa was most cordial. We discussed his pleasant visit 2= a student to our
home area of San Francisco. We explained the potential significance ‘¢ original printing
plates to the philatelic world. Father Zerafa consented to one of his art restorer’s forcing
the attic door lock for us.

We ducked through the curved doorway, wound up four turns in a pitch-dark,
cramped circular staircase, went through another locked door, and entered a dark store-
room. Opening wooden shutters in the two-foot thick walls revealed a storeroom lined
with pottery and artifact-filled wooden shelves. In one corner were sixteen boxes filled
with philatelic hardware.

Paul at work

Interim Efforts

We sent copies of our hurried photos to Frank Gray in London for him to share with
members of the Malta Study Circle. During the next two years we urged local philatelists
in Malta to examine and ‘‘write up’’ the material in the attic. Dr. Alfred Bonnici did not
receive any response to his written inquiries to the government minister then-in-charge.

We then initiated our own arrangements to spend two weeks in Malta, with large-
format photographic equipment, to systematically record and describe the items in the
attic. Father Zerafa was extremely accommodating; Dr. Bonnici provided advice and
encouragement.

Enroute to Malta we met with Mr. Robson Lowe in London. He spent considerable
time providing advice, some obtained directly from technical people at De La Rue
regarding the proper handling and cleaning of printing plates and dies.
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Second Visit

When we arrived in Malta Father Zerafa provided full and gracious cooperation. The
lock at the bottom of the stairs was again forced. We were offered working space in the
Directors’ Conference Room, but decided to do the photography and measuring in the
storage attic by window light. This avoided carrying of hundreds of pounds of delicate
plates up and down several sets of stairs.

Seven days were spent organizing, logging, cleaning, photographing, measuring and
describing the materials. Dr. Bonnici provided hospitality, encouragement and informa-
tion. Mr. Godwin Said provided daily encouragement, good coffee, information, and
assistance in contacting members of the postal administration.

All philatelic items in the attic were listed and photographed. The description that
follows is an attempt to share the information gleaned. Not all of the photographs are
reproduced here. Any needed by philatelists will be made available at cost upon request.

The opportunity to examine the actual printing plates and dies allowed information to
be obtained which is impossible to glean from the normal philatelic study of the printed
stamps. Where such information supplements that contained in the Malta Study Circle
Handbook, it is set out in italics in the following section.

DETAILS OF PLATES AND
RELATED PREPARATORY ITEMS

Printing plates contain an image which is reversed left-to-right from the finished sheet
of stamps. All descriptions of positions and measurements herein are in ternis of the
printed sheets rather than the plates.

Barbara at work
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THE 1899 — 1922 PICTORIALS

Each of these plates contains the entire design since the stamps were printed in
one color. They are of the recess (also termed engraved or intaglio) method, in
which ink is pressed into grooves of varying depths. The ink is wiped off the
surface and moist paper pressed against the plate. Each is described below.

13



4d (PhotoNo. 1)1 — The tagboard cover sheet for this plate is labeled:
‘“Malta/4d/120 set/Single Working’’. The plate consists of a single sheet of 120
stamps in 12 horizontal rows fo 10 stamps each. There is no separation into
panes.
The plate is steel which has been coated with copper. The plate is Smm thick,
295mm wide, and 287mm high. The corners are rounded with an approximate
radius of Smm and the edges on the face side of the plate are uniformly, smoothly
rounded.

Two continuous lines 3mm apart surround the sheet. The distance from the
nearest of these to the stamp image is 7mm at the top, 15.5mm at the sides, and
10mm at the bottom. There are registration crosses at the mid-points of top,

14



bottom and sides with the crossbar 6mm from the stamp image. The upright
portion of the registration cross overlaps the continuous border lines at the top
and crosses the inner border line at the bottom of the sheet.

The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 133 states that this issue was presumably
printed in two panes of sixty stamps, one pane above the other. The plate, however,
contains an unbroken sheet of 120 stamps rather than two panes of sixty.

4—Y2d (Photo No.2) - The coverboard for this plate has noted on it in
blue crayon: ‘“Malta/4— 14d/120 Set’’. The plate contains two panes of 60
stamps each, side-by-side, each pane containing 10 rows of 6 stamps.

The plate is of copper-coated steel similar to the 4d plate. However, the
thickness and dimensions are different. The thickness is 2.5mm; the width is
300mm and the height 290mm. The corners are rounded and the edges bevelled
similarly to the 4d plate.

There is a continuous double rule 3mm apart around the sheet of two
panes. The distance between the image and the nearest rule is 14mm on all sides.
The width of the vertical gutter between the panes is 8mm.

There is a single registration T in the top margin located above the first
stamp in the right-hand pane. The T is inverted with the horizontal bar 6mm
above this stamp and with the vertical stem of he inverted T 5mm to the right of
an imaginary extension of the left-hand edge of this stamp. Similar registration
marks are at the mid-point down the outer sides of each pane with the
horizontal bar also 6mm from the image of the stamps. At the bottom there is a
single registration T in a position below the first stamp in the bottom row of the
right-hand pane with spacing corresponding to that of the mark in the top
margin.

The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 134 discusses ‘‘signs of a rivet” in the
extreme left-hand corner of a block of this issue. There are no rivets or holes for rivets.
Rather, there are three circles, each 8mm in diameter, that appear in both the top and
bottom margins of this plate. These appear to be from holes that were bored in the
original steel plate, and then filled with some material before the plate was given its final
smoothing. The plugs appear to be of steel of the same type as the plate itself. The copper
coating on the steel appears to have been applied after these plugs were inserted and
smoothed along with the plate, The plugs can be seen because of a hairline crack in the
copper plating which has developed corrosion. The plug near the upper left corner is
centered 14mm to the left of the upper left-hand stamp on the sheet of 12mm above the
top of this stamp. It overlaps the corner of the continuous pair of border lines. The center
plug in the top margin is the same distance above the top row of stamps and is above the
right-hand upper corner stamp in the left-hand pane with its center 4mm in from the
right-hand edge of that stamp. The upper right-hand plug is in a position which
corresponds to that of the upper left-hand plug. In the bottom margin, the two corner
plugs are in positions that correspond to those in the top margin. The center plug in the
bottom margin is below the first stamp in the bottom row of the right-hand pane at the
same distance below the stamp as the other plugs and with its center 4mm to the right of
the left-hand edge of that stamp.

5d (Photo No. 3) — This plate is identical in nature and dimensions to the
4 — V4d plate described above.

However, since this design has a horizontal format whereas the 4 — /4d is
vertical the layout results in two panes of 60, with one above the other, each
consisting of six rows of 10 stamps. When the plate is rotated 90-degrees (to the
same orientation as the 4— '4d plate) there are plugs in the same positions.
However, in relation to the design of the 5d, these are now in the side margins.

15



3

These plugs are larger than on the 4 — Y2d plate; they are 10mm in diameter
(rather than 8mm). Again, the 90-degree rotation of the stamp design resutls in
registration marks centered above the middle of the top row in the upper pane
and the middle of the bottom row in the lower pane. The side registration marks
are on the outside of the end stamps in the bottom row of the top pane. They are
the same distance from the edges of the stamps and above the edge of the stamp
atop the gutter margin as described for the 4 — ¥2d value. The double rule, how-
ever, is only 10mm from the outer stamps.

The plugged holes, according to Mr. Robson Lowe, may have been where
screws held the plates down to a mounting surface. These holes were gradually,
becoming larger, and sometimes were plugged before redrilling. These circles
may be plugs which are a different size on the 4 — 2d and 5d plates because the
5d had been redrilled larger due to greater wear. (See Photos 2A and 3A for
some magnifications enlargements of the two plate corners.)



3

K

2/6 (Photo No.4) — The coverboard for this plate reads: ‘“‘Malta 2/6/60
Set”’. (The back of this protective board contains handwritten notes regarding
details of specimens of a St. Kitts P&R with requisition number 1245, a
signature of E.M. Sanders (?), the date 17/6/00 and the notification that one
specimen is for DLR.)

This plate contains 60 images in five horizontal rows of 12 stamps. The
plate is the same copper-coated steel as those described above. It is 3mm in
thickness, measuring 392mm wide and 215mm high. 17






The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 16 indicates that there are no reports of
any marginal markings on the plate. That is correct except that there are registration *T”
devices centered on each side of the sheet. These marks are 6mm from the crossbar of the
T to the image of the stamps. At top and bottom the marks are centred between the sixth
and seventh stamps in the respective rows, and at each side they are centered along side
the end stamps in the third row.

10/- ““Postage’ (Photo No.5) — The coverboard for this plate reads:
“Malta/10/- Postage/60 Set/Single Working”’.

(It is interesting to note that the back of the coverboard accompanying this
plate contains a sticker which reads:

Reqn.

Stamps
Sheets of Set.

Duty

Crown Agents’ Inspector

Date

This confirms the fact that the dark blue markings on these cover sheets came
from the printer.)

Implicit in the repetition of the word ‘‘Malta’’ on the coverboards is their
London source; were they not in proximity to plates of other countries this
labelling would be unnecessary.

This plate is identical in size, layout, and markings to the 2/6 plate
described above.

The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 137 indicates that it is not known whether
any markings appear other than a registration cross in the top margin. This plate, with
crosses centered in each border, confirms an observation (earlier made by the author of
this article from individual marginal copies of this issue) that there are registration marks
in all four margins.

10/- ““Postage & Revenue’’ (Photo No. 6) — The coverboard reads,
‘“Malta/10/- Postage & Revenue/30 Set”’.

Thirty stamps are arranged in five rows of six on this plate. The plate is
steel with a silver-grey nickel plating on the image surface.

The plate is 5Smm thick and 232 x 232mms in height and width.

The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 137 surmises it is possible that registration
crosses exist in the bottom and right-hand margins in addition to those that were known
to be centered at the top and left-hand margin. This plate confirms that this is a correct
assumption. The only marginal markings are registration crosses centered with the bar
parallel to the stamp at a distance of 6mm from the nearest image. The registration
crosses are between the third and fourth stamps in the respective top and bottom rows
and centered opposite the end stamps in the third row. A fine hairline continues the
component of the registration cross that is perpendicular to the edge of the plate all the
way out to the edge of the plate on each side.
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KING GEORGE DEFINITIVES 1914 - 1922

The plates for Vad through 1/- values are duty plates with the country name
and values only. The new 1921 2d is the complete stamp. The 2/- and 5/- are the
frame with country name and value since the vignettes was used for many
countries. These plates are of the relief (also termed typographic) method of
printing in which the ink is carried on raised portions of the plate. Paper is
pressed against the inked plate, transferring the image wherever the plate was
raised and containing uncoloured areas elsewhere. The raised areas are of
uniform height so that normally an even depth of ink is transferred. This is
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distinguished from the recess process of the previous issues, in which the depth
of the plate grooves vary, enabling more intense colour to be deposited where
desired by increasing the depth of the corresponding part of the engraved image.

7

Vad (Photo No. 7) - This duty plate is molded relief plate of copper with
a base approximately 2 to 3mm in thickness and with the type protruding an
additional 2 to 3mm above this base. There are 120 images in two panes of 60
each. Each pane consists of 10 rows of 6 stamps. The panes are side-by-side.
The plate is formed of six pieces of molded copper (containing variously 18 or
24 images) attached to an 18mm thick mahogany board. The plate is 257mm
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- wide overall and 252mm high. The mahogany border extends 2 to 3mm beyond
the edges of the plate. The edge of the mahogany board contains the inscription:
“Cyprus 4 Piastres’’. One of the pieces of type contains the date ¢“22/2/13” in
raised numerals from hand-punching of the mold. (This implies the six blocks of
type came from separate molds.)

¥2d (Photo No. 8) — This plate is generally similar to the ¥4d described
above. It contains a date molded in positive relief in one of the segments of cast
type; this reads: ““12/1/13”’. The edge of the mahogany board contains the
inscription: ‘‘3s Gambia’’.
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9

1d (PhotoNo.9) - This is similar to the Y2d, and contains the date
3/2/13” molded into one of its segments. The board contains the inscription:
“Cayman Ilds Y4d”’.
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2d (Photo No. 10) — This plate is similar to the Y4d & 1d. The date moulded
in positive relief is ¢“22/2/13”’, The board on which it is mounted contains the
inscription: *‘2d Cayman Islands’’.
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2—%d (PhotoNo. 11) — This plate contains the date: ‘‘4/2/13"’. The
mounting board reads: ‘2s Gambia’’.
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3d (Photo No. 12) — This plate contains the date: ‘18/2/13”’. Its mounting
board reads: ‘““Cayman Ilds 60°°.
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6d (Photo No. 13) — This plate contains the date: ““28/2/13”. Its board
reads: ‘‘4d Gambia’’.
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1/- (Photo No. 14) — This plate contains the date ‘“13/2/13”, Its board
reads: ‘‘1s 6d Gambia”’.
It is noted that all these forms are made of pieces of molded type containing
18 stamps at the top and bottom of each pane, with 24 in the middle. It would be
. interesting to look for repeating varieties with this pattern.

29






2d (1921 new design — (Photo No. 15) — This relief plate contains 240
images in four panes of 60 each. Each pane has ten rows of six stamps. The
vertical gutter is 10.5mm from stamp image to stamp image. The horizontal
gutter is 25.5mm high from stamp image to stamp image. The plate number “‘1°°
appears centered above the second stamp in from the corner at each end of top
and bottom margins.

There are pillars, which are four vertical stripes in each stamp size space in
the horizontal gutter margin. The pillars serve to prevent paper sag in a large
open area. Such sag can cause slurred image. A secondary benefit is the
elimintion of blank areas which might have been used improperly.

There is a Jubilee Line around each pane. (The name reflects the first appear-
ance of this device during the 1887 year of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee on a
printing of the Great Britain 1d of 1881.)

The Jubilee Lines are broken into lengths coextensive with the sides of adjoin-
ing stamps. These segments, which are of irregular and occasionally changing
lengths on issues of some countries, are sometimes described as pieces of type
variously inserted into a printing form. This is not the case with these Malta
plates. Rather, the line is a continuous ridge cast completely around each pane.
The breaks have been created one-by-one through the handsawing of gaps in the
cast line.

The primary purpose served by the lines was an improvement in the quality of
the printed image. Slur, caused by movement between paper and the plate, was
reduced at the edges of the pane. An additional benefit was the reduction of
plate wear at the edge of the pane where the inking roller first rode up onto the
image. The Jubilee Lines absorbed this impact. To some degree the lines filled
blank paper otherwise available to forgers.

The breaks in the lines allowed trapped air to escape. Otherwise, cockling
and fluttering of the paper caused image slurring.

The thin plate is a copper casing with a thin flange around it. The thickness of
the portion containing the type is 4 to 5mm. At the edges the flange is reduced to
1 to 2mm in thickness. From the outer edge of the Jubilee Line at each side the
flange is 1 lmm wide. At top and bottom it extends 14mm from the Jubilee Line.
The plate is mounted on a mahogany board 18mm thick and 4mm wider than
the plate at the sides, and 7 and 5mm wider than the plate at top and bottom
respectively. There are holes in the flange at approximately 50 to 100mm
random intervals with screws near each corner and near the centers of each side
holding the copper plate onto the mahogany. There is a date cast as part of the
flange (from numbers hand-punched into the mold) which reads ““23/11/20”’. It
can be seen that this is struck over an earlier date which had been punched in the
mold; the earlier date read ““23/2/20".

The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 167 indicates that there is a horizontal
line with a dot beneath it in the bottom margin below the vertical gutter margin. It goes
on to indicate that the dot is punctured by a small hole. There is a horizontal line below
the Jubilee Line which would be to the right of the vertical gutter in the printed image.
The dot below it consists of a molded shape which has a hole drilled all the way through it
the full thickness of the plate. There is a similar configuration at the top of the plate over
the other Jubilee Line bordering the vertical gutter margin.
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2/~ (Photo No. 16) — This plate contains 60 images in five horizontal row:
of 12. The border plate is available, but not the vignette portrait plate, whick
was common to several countries. The border plate contains the value and th¢
word “‘Malta’’.

The plate’s physical configuration and description is generally the same as
that given above for the 2d value. The registration line with tiny central dot is
cast so that it is centered between the sixth and seventh stamps in the top and
bottom rows with the line 3mm from the Jubilee Line. The hole drilled below
the registration line is in metal which is less high than that of the 2d and
therefore might not leave an impression on the finished stamp. The flanges are
less wide than on the 2d, having 3mm cf width at the sides and 9mm at top and
bottom. Therefore, the plate is affixed to its 18mm thick mahogany backing
with screws through the hollowed vignette area in each corner stamp of the
sheet. The mahogany conforms precisely to the size of the copper plate. The
date cast in the flange at the bottom of the plate is *3/3/13’.

5/- (Photo No. 17) — This plate is identical in virtually all respects to the
2/- plate described above. The only difference is that the date cast into the
flange reads ‘4/3/13”".
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MALTA - A DIARY

January — June 1987 by J. Farrugia

16-1-87

In to-day’s Govt. Gazette, the Postmaster General notified that the 5¢ postage stamp of the current
Definitive Postage Set, had been reprinted by Printex Limited.

This stamp was available for sale at the Philatelic Counter of the G.P.O. Valletta.

19-1-87

A machine stamp cancelling slogan marking the 20th. Anniversary of the Order of Charity — Raoul
Follereau Foundation, was used on and off, at the Central Mail Room, during the period 19th. —
24th. January, 1987.

The slogan reads:- ““Ordni Tal-Karitd ~ Fundazzjoni Raoul Follereau — 20 Sena Ta’ Ghajnuna —
Lill-Morda Bil-Lebbra”’.

The slogan means:- ‘‘Order of Charity — Foundation Raoul Follereau — 20 Years Of Aid - To
The Leprosy Afflicted”’.

20-1-87
The PMG notified that the Sub-Post Office at 40F, St. Paul’s Street, St. Paul’s Bay, was closing
down with effect from Tuesday, 20th. January, 1987.

22-1-87

A new Sub-Post Office was opened at 16, Misrah Is-Suq, Tarxien, on Thursday, 22nd. January,
1987.

A hand metal date-stamp inscribed with the words ““Tarxien S.P.O. — Malta”’ is used at this Sub-
Post Office. (Fig. 1)

The telephone number at this Sub-Post Office is 785357.

26-1-87
A set of four stamps commemorating the ‘‘25th. Anniversary of the Ornithological Society’’ was
issued to-day. A special hand-postmark was used on the first day of issue. (Fig. 2)

27-1-87
A call for applications for the post of Sub-Postmaster at Santa Venera was made in to-day’s Govt.
Gazette. Applications were to be addressed to the PMG by 2nd. March, 1987.

6-2-87

In to-day’s Govt. Gazette, a notice was issued for applications for the post of Sub-Postmaster at St.
Paul’s Bay. Applications were to be received by the Postmaster General by noon of Friday, 27th.
February, 1987.

20-2-87
In to-day’s Govt. Gazette, a notice was issued for applications for the post of Sub-Postmaster at
Sliema. Applications were to be received by the PMG by noon of Friday, 20th. March, 1987.

16-3-87

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading:- ‘‘Royal Malta Artillery — Association — 40th.
Anniversary — 1947 —1987°", was used on and off, at the Central Mail Room, from the 16th. to the
21st. March, 1987.

23-3-87

On the occasion of the 31st. March Festivities, a machine stamp cancelling slogan reading:-
“Nghozzu L-Helsien — 31 Ta’ Marzu, 1979, was used on and off, during the period between 23rd.
and30th. March, 1987, at the Central Mail Room.

The slogan means:- ‘“We Treasure Freedom — 31 March, 1979”’,

30-3-87

In to-day’s Govt. Gazette, a notice was issued for applications, for the post of Sub-Postmaster at
Mellieha. Applications were to be received by the PMG by noon of Thursday, 30th. April, 1987,
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7-4-87 :
A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded:- ““It-Tilgim — Dritt Ta’ Kull Tarbija — Jum Dinji Tas-
Sahha 1987’°, was used, on and off, during the period from the 7th. to 13th. April, 1987, at the
Central Mail Room. The Immunization campaign logo used by the World Health Organization is
also incorporated in the slogan.

The slogan means:- “Immunization — Right Of All Babies — World Day Of Health 1987”°.

7-4-87

In to-day’s Govi. Gazette, a notice was issued for applications, for the post of Sub-Postmasters at,
(a) St. Paul’s Bay and

(b) Bugibba/Qawra area.

Applications were to be received by the PMG by noon of Friday, 8th. May, 1987.

15-4-87
“Buropa 1987 set issued to-day. A special handstamp was used on the first day of issue. (Fig. 3)

22-5-87

The Minister of Development of Infrastructure has approved the issue of a call for applications for
the post of Sub-Postmasters at:-

(a) Mellieha and

(b) St. Paul’s Bay.

Applications were to be received by the PMG up to noon of Tuesday, 30th. June, 1987.

1-6-87

A machine stamp cancelling slogan marking World Environment Day was used during the period

1st. to Sth. June, 1987, at the Central Mail Room. The slogan reads:- ‘‘Jum Dinji Ta’ L-Ambjent —

5Ta’ Gunju’’.

The slogan means:- ‘““World Environment Day — 5th, June”’.

10-6-87

‘(‘é\’laltese Uniforms’’ set, issued to-day. A special hand postmark was used on the first day of issue.
ig. 4) )

16-6-87

In to-day’s Govt. Gazette a call for applications was issued for the post of Sub-Postmaster at

Xewkija, Gozo.

Applications were to be received by the PMG up to noon of Friday, 17th. July, 1987.
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Fig 2.

36



Detailed Information about: by J. Farrugia
Maltese Uniforms ISste o .o vviveeeiiniiniierereereeesesaneenneannes X
Commemorations 1987 Issue..........c ... Ceisteeecssesesnsacnttnene Y
Maltese Ships Sth. ISSUe ... vvuvveinrreenirronesereosssesseessenssnos Z
Issue X Y Z
Date of Issue 10-6-87 18-8-87 16-10-87
Values 3¢, 7c, 10c, 27¢ 5c, 8¢, 23¢c 2¢, 1lc, 13c, 20c
Stamp Size 29mm X 47mm  48mm X 39.5mm  47mm x 29mm
Designer Luciano Micallef Antoine Camilleri  Norbert Attard
Printers Printex Limited same same
Process Lithography same same
Perforation 13.7 x 13.9 14 x 14 13.9 x 13.6
Watermark Maltese Crosses same Maltese Crosses
Sideways Upright
Paper Chalk Surfaced same same
Gum P.V.A. same same
Colours.

Issues X, Y and Z were printed in multicolours.

Colour checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm in dlameter are seen in
the right hand margin, next ‘to the last stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane,
of each value, in issues X, Y and Z, except in the 13c value, of issue Z, which are
next to the last stamps of the two bottom rows.

Colour checks from top to bottom, correspond to the colours used for
Pane numbers from left to right, on all Panes of all values, of issues X and Y,
but from right to left in issue Z.

Cumulative totals of progressive columns of stamps, are seen in top and
bottom margins, prmted in black, on all Panes, of all values, in issues X and Z
but prlnted in brown in issue Y

Prmted Sheets.

Issue X — The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of three Panes, A, B and
C. Each Pane has forty stamps, made up of eight rows of five stamps.
All stamps are of the vertical format.

Issue Y — The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of two Panes, A and B.
Each Pane has forty stamps, made up of eight rows of five stamps.
All stamps are of the horizontal format.
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Issue Z — The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of three Panes, A, B and C.
Each Pane has forty stamps, made up of five rows of eight stamps.
All stamps are of the horizontal format.

Plate/Pane numbers:
These are seen under the first stamp of the bottom row, in all Panes, of all

values, in issues, X, Y and Z.

Issue X — 3c=1A x4,1B x 4,1C x 4.
7¢ = 1A X 4,1B x 4,1C X 4.
10c = 1A x 4,1B x 4, 1C x 4.
27c = 1A X 4,1B x 4, 1C X 4.
IssueY — S5c = 1A X 4,1B x 4.
8 = 1A x 4,1B x 4.
23¢c = 1A x 4,1B x 4.
IssueZ — 2¢c = 1A X 5,1B x 5,1C x 5.
llc=1A x 5,1B x 5,1C x 5.
13¢ = 1A X 6,1B x 6, 1C X 6.
20c = 1A X 4,1B x 4, 1C x 4.

Perforations of Margins:

Issue X — The top margins of Panes A, B and C, of all values are imperforate.
All other margins of these same Panes are all fully perforated.

Registration marks or parts of them were seen in the bottom left
hand corner of Panes A, in the middle of the top margin of Panes B
and in the top and bottom of the right hand margins of Panes C, of
all values.

Looking at the Printed Sheet as shown Fig. (a), stamps would be
seen the right way up. Perforator ran from top to bottom.

Issue Y — The top margins of Panes A and B, of all values are imperforate. All
other margins of these same Panes are all fully perforated. Registration
marks in the form of ‘‘a circle, circumscribed by an eclipse, crossed
by two lines’’ were seen in the top left hand margin of Pane A and the
top right hand margin of Pane B, of all values. Looking at the
Printed Sheet as shown Fig. (b), stamps would be seen the right way
up.

Perforator ran from top to bottom.

FIG. (a) FIG. (b) FIG. (c)

PANE PANE PANE PANE PANE
INE «“g» “Cr ep ;38
WMK. | WMK. | WMK. WMK. | WMK.

PANE “A” WMK. t

PANE “B”’ WMK. t

PANE “C” WMK. t

Issue Z — The left hand margins of Panes A, B and C of all values are imperfo-
rate. All other margins of these same Panes are all fully perforated.
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Registration marks similar to those of issue Y, or parts of them, were
seen at the top of the left and right hand margins of Panes A, as well
as at the bottom of the left and right hand margins of Panes C, of all
values. Also a small horizontal line, about 4mm long, was seen, in
the left hand margin, next to the first stamp of the middle row, in
Panes B, of the 2¢ value only. Looking at the Printed Sheet as shown,
Fig. (c), stamps would be seen the right way up. Perforator ran from
left to right.

Imprint Blocks:

“PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA” is seen under the last stamp of the
bottom row, in all Panes, of all values, in issues X, Y and Z. Letters are Imm
high and printed in black in issues X and Z, but printed in brown in issue Y. An
Imprint Block of four will also include the colour checks in all issues.

Special hand postmarks, incorporating a portrait of a XVI century soldier
(issue X), and a line drawing of a ship’s helm (issue Z), were used on the first
day of each of the three issues.

By 12.45pm on the first day of issue, sales amounted to Lm27,021 (issue
X), Lm18.500 (issue Y) and L. m28,683 (issue Z).

Stamps were to remain on sale up to Monday, 23 November 1987 (issue X),
up to Monday, 8 February, 1988 (issue Y), and up to Tuesday, 8 March, 1988
(issue Z), unless stocks were previously exhausted.

Maximum Card No. 8

This card was issued on the first day of issue Z. It depicts the ferry
““Ghawdex’’, shown on the 13c¢ value of this fifth and final issue featuring
Maltese ships.

This stamp could have been affixed on the image side of the maximum card
and cancelled with the first day of issue postmark.

Europa 1987 Issue

Date Of ISSUE .. v ot e e e e e 15th. April, 1987.
T 1 1 8c and 35c.
S AIID SIZE .« o i et e 3imm X 44mm.
Art DeSIgner. oottt i e e e Richard England.
01 1) Printex Limited.
PSS t vttt e e e Lithography.
Perforation. . ..ot e e e, 14 x 13.9.
Watermark ...ttt Maltese Crosses Upright.
Paper. . e Chalk Surfaced.
L 1 o o O P.V.A.
Colours:

This set was produced in multicolours.

Both stamps are of the vertical format and each Pane of ten stamps is
divided into twelve spaces, four rows of three. In the first space, of the top row,
in the 8c value, can be seen the CEPT emblem, 1987, and a black and white
design of ““The Aquasan Lido’’, whilst in the first space, of the second row, of
the same value, can be seen a part of the same design in black and white.
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In the 35¢ value, the same pattern is followed, for the same two spaces, but
using ‘“The Church of St. Joseph’’, Manikata.

The value of a whole Pane of stamps is seen in the top margin, above the
middle stamp, printed in black.

Colour checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm in diameter, are seen
in the right hand margin of each Pane, next te the last stamp of the top row. The
colours from top to bottom correspond to the colours used for Pane numbers
from left to right, in all Panes, of both values. In the colour checks, I noticed,
that the space between the coloured discs, in Panes A and D, of the 8c value, is
quite larger than in other Panes of the same value. The same thing was noticed
in Pance C only, of the 35¢ value.

The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of six Panes of ten stamps A to F.

Plate/Pane numbers:
These are seen under the first stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane of
both values.

8¢
35¢

1A X 4 up to and including 1IF x 4.
1A X 4 up to and including 1F X 4.

Perforation of Margins:

The right hand margins of Panes C and F, of both values, are imperforate,
whilst the right hand margins of Panes A, B, D and E are fully perforated. The
top, bottom and left hand margins of all Panes A to F, in both values are also
fully perforated.

PANE | PANE | PANE From a study of details given, the Printed
A B c Sheet of each value, before cutting into

. 1\ T T Panes, would have looked as shown in
WMK. | | wMK. WMK. figure, the perforator running from right to
g left.

PANE | PANE PANE Looking at the Printed Sheet as shown,

"D E F stamps of both values, would be seen the
f f T right way up, hence why watermark in
WMK. | | WMK. | | WMK. individual stamps is upright.
Imprlnt Blocks:

The Imprint “PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA” is seen under the third
stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane, of both values. Letters are lmm high
and printed in black. An Imprint Block of four will not include the colour
checks.

A special handstamp was used for cancellation on the first day of issue.

It is worded ‘“‘Europa ’87 — L-Ewwel Jum Tal-Hrug — 15-4-87 — Malta”
and the name of the respective locality. A sketch of the Aquasan Lido memory
screen is also incorporated in the postmark.

This set will remain on sale up to Monday, 9th. November, 1987, unless
stocks are previously exhausted.

Sales on the first day of issue amounted to Lm115,280.
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brand

nternational Ltd

WALKIE TALKIES
PLAYMOBIL

brand iniermational Lid.
A BRANDSTAT TER COMPANY

20, Bulebel Industrial Estate, Zejtun-Malta
Telephone: 878310-878737 Telex: 1285 MW
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The Edible Oil
Refining
Company Limited

AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES
SUN CHEMICALS LTD.

Household and Industrial Detergents, Liquid Soaps, Toilet Soaps, Laundry Soaps,
Deodorants, Anti-persperants, Shampoo, Disinfectants and Sodium Silicate Solutions.

M

MARGARINE MANUFACTURING CO. LTD

Butter, Margarines, Cooking Fats, Cheese and Edible Fats.
POULTRY RODUCTS LTD.

Day-old Broiler and Frozen Poultry, Frozen Fish and Frozen vegetables.

fil
FOOD INDUSTRIES LTD.

Manufacturers of ice-Creams for Catering and Retail Outlets.

THE REFINERY, MGIERET ROAD, MARSA.

Cables: Qilrefine. Tel.: 621451/2/3 — 623613. Postal Address: P.O. Box 539 Valletta ~ Malta.




DELTA

HOMECENTRES

WHERE YOU CAN FIND ANYTHING FOR YOUR HOME

L PFAFF

Industrial
Sewing Machines

SCOTSMAN

lce Machines

RANCILIO

Cotfee Machines

Bras

Drink Dispensers
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‘ Alopnne?
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Dreamland ! LB

Water Heaters

Electric Blankets

{
L

VEGETABLE PREMRA TON
£QUIFMENT

COSPICUA — 43/45 St. Paul Street.

B’KARA - 28 Mannarino Road. Tel: 486029

FLORIANA — 35 St. Anne Strest. Tel: 222625
GZIRA — The Strand. Tel: 339528
HAMRUN — 690/2 St. Joseph Road. Tel: 228670
PAOLA -~ Shop 113 Civic Centre, Paola Square. Tel:
RABAT — 36 Main Street. Tel: 674278
SLIEMA — 59 Tower Road. Tel: 339365
VALLETTA — 283 Republic Street. Tel: 624081
HEAD OFFICE — The Lyric, Antonio Bosio Strete, Msida.
Tel: 513652/336278/331071/331072

e —————
T VWe ase ais0 Manufacturers of Retrigerated Bar Counters Freezers & Cold Rooms

Tel: 823751

222220

—————
T
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Last July, a vanety of boats were
presented to a large number of inter-
national journalists and boatbuilders from
different countries. Focal point was the
new BMW D636TA marine engine which
could be tested in 7 boats of different brands. There
was one common consensus afterwards - the
D636TA outperforms all expectations.

The excellent performance of this new engine,
particularly vs. Volvo's Duoprop, was outstanding
even on the favourable comparison in regard to
smoothness and low noise of BMW's own gasoline
engines.

The August, September and October issues of
European boating magazines carried very

favourable reports on the D636TA. The British ‘Motor
Boat and Yachting' (August '85), following extensive
tests with different engine makes, gave the exciting
results shown in the box on right of this brand new turpo
charged diesel. The D636TA is suitable for a wide range
of craft with single or twin engine installations.

( Maximum speed
BMW D 636TA 180hp diesel O/D  30.2 knots
Volvo 200hp petrol O/D 28.8knots
Volvo 165hp Duoprop diese! O/D 28.0 knots
BMW D190 165hp diesel O/D  27.0knots
Volvo 165hpdiesel O/D (nonDP) 26.0knots
Volvo 165hp diesel I/B 24.0knots

Acceleration, 0-20 knots

Volvo 200hp petrol O/D 8.9secs
BMW D636TA 180hp diesel O/D  12.6 secs
Volvo 165hp Duoprop diesel O/D  18.0secs

BMWD190165hpdieselO/D  22.3secs
. S

BMW'’s new thrust
does not fear
™ competition.

* 8% more power

* Less fuel
consumption

7 less smoke by up
10 506

ZAMMIT AUTO

MARINE LTD.

' Testaferrata Street, Msida.
Tel.333001.
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MALTA

REPUBLIC OF MALTA

20th ANNIVERSARY OF U.N. RESOLUTION ON THE
PEACEFUL USE OF THE SEA-BED POSTAGE SET

DATE OF ISSUE: 18 DECEMBER 1987

Designed by SALVU MALLIA

The stamps are obtainable from the Philatelic Bureau, General Post
Office Malta, and from leading stamp dealers.

20th ANNIVERSARY OF U.N. RESOLUTION ON THE
PEACEFUL USE OF THE SEA-BED POSTAGE SET

Please send me details of your Philatelic Bureau Services.

PHILATELIC BUREAU, GENERAL POST OFFICE, VALLETTA, MALTA
(Telephone: 224421 — Cables: Postgen Malta — Telex: 1100 MOD MLT MT)
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