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Dr. JOHN H. MERCIECA D.Sc.(Honoris Causa), D.D.S. 

Born in Floriana, Dr. John H. Mercieca received his secondary education at the Lyceum, from 
where he matriculated in 1930 as a student of the University and in 1937 graduated as one of the 
seven students who had completed the First Course of Dental Surgery every held at the University of 
Malta, being placed first in order of merit. 

After a period of housemanship at the Government Dental Clinic attached to the Council Civil 
Hospital, Dr. Mercieca set himself in private practice, but, in 1940, at the outbreak of hostilities in 
Malta, he volunteered to take charge of the Dental Clinic set up in the Attard-Lija-Balzan district, to 
care for the needs of the hundreds of refugees who had flocked to the centre of the island, from the 
Cottonera and outlying districts, which post he held until June 1941 when he joined the Army 
Dental Corps in the rank of Lieutenant. A year later he was promoted to the rank of Captain and 
was attached to the 161 Field Ambulance R.A.M.C. Early in 1942 he underwent a Course in General 
Anaesthesia, under the Senior Anaesthetist Major Buckley at the 90 General Hospital (Mtarfa) 
where he served for nearly a year. In 1946 he was demobilised, when his age group was due, going 
back to the private practice of his profession. 

In 1938, Dr. Mercieca was appointed Examiner in Oral Medicine and Surgery at the University of 
Malta, in which post he uninterruptedly served for 40 successive years up to 1978, when he retired at 
his own request. 

Between 1942 and 1945 he was elected as one of the two representatives in the interests of the 
Dental Profession, on the Faculty Board of Medicine and Surgery and in 1945 was elected a Member 
of the Special Board of Dental Surgery. In 1954, when the Faculty of Dental Surgery was for the 
first time, created at the University, Dr. Mercieca was elected a member and continued to be 
regularly elected up to 1978. 

From 1944 to 1959, Dr. Mercieca was yearly elected a Member of the Medical Board at the 
Department of Health and in 1959, when the Medical Council was created, he was elected a Member 
and has ever since been re-elected every three years to the present day. From 1968 to 1977, when it 
stopped functioning, Dr. Mercieca was also elected, every 3 years, as a Member of the Advisory and 
Executive Board at the Department of Health. 

Dr. Mercieca is a Founder Member of the Dental Association of Malta, which was set up in 1944, 
having served as its Secretary for 13 years, between 1948 and 1961. In 1949 he represented the 
Association at the Annual Meeting of the British Dental Association, held at Scarborough as an 
official representative. In 1961, following the retirement of the late Prof. E. Lapira, he was elected 
President, to which office he was regularly, re-elected biennially up to 1981, when the Council ofthe 
Dental Association of Malta elected him Honorary Life President to serve with full voting powers 
on the Council. Between 1951 and 1960 Dr. Mercieca held the post of National Treasurer of the 
Federation Dentaire Internationale. 

Dr. :Mercieca was a Founder Member of the Malta Federation of Professional Bodies, serving for 
a number of years as a Member of the Council and in the office of Vice-President in 1980-81. 

Having always had Philately so much to his heart since his early boy-hood days and having 
belonged to two previous Philatelic Societies, which had a very short span of life, naturally enough, 
Dr. Mercieca, has taken and is still taking a keen interest in the continued active and healthy state of 
this present Malta Philatelic Society, founded in 1966, and of which he is a Founder Member and its 
President for 17 consecutive years since 1971. He is also a Member of the Malta Study Circle of 
London. 

In 1958, Dr. Mercieca, was appointed a Member of the Stamp Design Advisory Board at the 
Department of Posts, on which he regularly served up to 1973. In 1987 he was again re-appointed 
and is still serving. · 

Dr. Mercieca is highly interested in and is a keen student of foreign languages and apart from his 
national tongue and English, he speaks fluently Italian, French and Gerrri.an and has a good working 
knowledge of the Spanish and Russian languages, which he can also read and write. When in 1962 
the German-Maltese Circle was founded he was one of its Founder Members and between 1967 and 
1970 its Vice-President. 

On the occasion of the joint celebrations held by the University of Malta and the Dental 
Association of Malta, between the 6th and the 11th October 1987, to commemorate the Graduation 
of the seven students in the First Course of Dental Surgery 1937, the Council of The University of 
Malta approved the resolution passed by the Senate recommending that the Degree of Doctor of 
Science (Honoris Causa) be conferred on Dr. John H. Mercieca and ordered that this distinction be 
conferred on him, on 1Oth October 1987 during the Fiftieth Anniversary of the first graduates in the 
Course of Dental Surgery 1937. 

Our Philatelic Society extends to Dr. J. H. Mercieca our warmest congratulations. 
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NOTIFICAZIONE. 

It J?appnrto Mtdico Ci,·ile, Militaro!', e di ~briM f.atto in qt~•sta ~ior~ 
• .n ~ n.co t '" >r ·vole per non euere acc.tduto alc.1a C:JSO 1a tuna la 
popo14ZW.Je d'-",' h.Jill obe mcrita esserc rim.~tC.4to. 

11 lhg;zz:) B1r~ anr~uaci1to j~ri, continua col •u'l i~co:nob, e dio~ 
pi~ gli si c:u!!tpuve Ol{~i •I se~o per.ilfazaale o~u· ln6Jiae destro. U 
rato dell. C.migl'-, c h clu Grec:i sCIIQOO bene. 

Gruia figlill di Gio: .Battista Pis.ai Sagrt-.r&oG ddla f.him di 
Sao •Rocco dcU'•tl di anoi 18, gil truporuta sin dagli ~ t;Jrrtnte in 
Forte N.clllfl uoitamcau: ali'iateu sua fJm•~lia consiawlte irt 8 pt>r:­
tooc, per ttlftlio alloca tronta alquanto febbncicant•: ia o~~ pvrr, 
~· alttnaiooe od tilfema ~tl.aodolm: di uaa natura prov .; la medemoa 
sdea avtn ceamwlieasi~, e peroon.su m wa da Mma Agius morta 
li ' corrncc • 

._ionoal R•iauo "Ptl a~aapre nett. S~aa fissuaiooe, e ooa dl vc­
r&n tcpo ... ~n..o. 

P10l~ Rocchl annunciate Jl'M cnoci01u orlla !nU iodisposiziooe, ed 
ftleadgai o~~ttvaco, ooo d~ alcu11 aegno sospcttvso. 

' 
11 Co~nirtto ei fa e.rico detl"iroportante Oliett:> che lo ri~tmch, insisee •1. 

Pultblito, ac:c•b c:oalinoa le precauzio.,i, mcotre ai tra••• di u 1 morbo d! 
lbah~DO C&U"cr ;t C Cle a 1110IC11 UlSidaoso, C CIIIDclUIICC q;uado m;oo tl 

llftLta. 

Malta. Comitate di Salute, ss Maggio aB at: 

1. THOMAS, Pmi.kaec. 



SuA ~CCELLESZ \ il Rr~ Civile ColllmittiOllario ad o'~~;etto 
CJat .c:oiJ t~C\JZIOOt ( la fl\18(1 ~~~. e IOII:IIJiameote I CUOft ) delle 111iSU• 
re d1 pt~lllllgar 1uy:eme da.l (.glllltato d1 Salute ai otteag~ il bra­
mare mtmto, senu c~e 11e r;suluoo altre iacoaveoienzt, h1 ordinate, 
rd or&l1oa quellto ee,C~e. 

1. Che niuno ardit~a b11~tue o rip~rre im•oodene innansi alle par. 
te, o eau altru•, e accr.meno ne' canto'" de' d1Ytrti quanieri. tli q11eltl 
Citt~ sotto la peoa o"once otto da cedere 1a quanta .lla met} ia vaa· 
ttgrio di ch1 a•i•ato dal dovutJ a~!o prl pubbl•co be~ gtneral~ met­
tcrA in c~iare> 11 contr.,,.,,nu-.~ne aocora~~ 1.1ri Udici•lt della Pobz.ia, 
0 &!cUt Corti Cl <>lcHJall. 

J. Che nrppure innanzi alia propria Pcrta, o l..u ai peua da alca­
no b!mu ntllc pu!lbl•cie ttrade ler..aa~, srr"cj, erbe, a:q~a sporca od 
alcuo' altn sorra d' 1m:r.ort lu:u, ms c:+u per dif<ttO di ahri mez:r:i ! 
lhto otlla aecn1•1t d1 c•o pr•t•:•re per lo pnsHo affi ~ d1 flf regnare 
Dtllt pro;>rit ltanu la poaub•le paiJterzJ, drbba oon1a ta~ote le acq 10 
•Forcht b,tttHie ne lie clo.c~e, • le alue 1mmondt>2zt f,rle giornalm·. ate 
coglir~ io UDJ C\11fJ, c'J~ for~ npotrc ,·icino alia sua poru della ltrd­
&a 4alla pHte tl1 dentro a:ci>cche pnlln.lo i curi che uranno a ci• 
tkttinart. t cie an~n·n,n::> del loro P•II•O:i!i• col S•l~•• <hi CJIIlpa­
lello, d1 cai aedenn fcro:ni, posuno alia 11ciiesra de' ri.pet!iYl •bit•oti 
YuO!u aclk eau: ("1m111 undo:a,, che trovcrusi come scpr3 rJc~tlt3, re. 
ltir.etldoot roato le cufle au.Jettr; e cbi eontrnvrrl alia dispGsiltone 
tootcoua orl prearnte art..:olo pag.,erl toties quotin u mulra ill'ooce 
IJIIItUo cbc cedtd per metA a c!u a~cucrl i<i c!ti&ro la coDtrlvYel­
liiO:It otlla maniera sopradcua. 

)· Cne q11alunq 1e a'>itante s' ioten:h nere sotto la ltU particoiJre 
protnione la puhtrl!u d1 q1 ella P'rte di strada, che ~ ~'mr.anzi alia 
sua Casa lioo • :h act~ dtlla sresu Strda, e pona rnststcre press a 
alia Polixia accioc'h~ j , icmi sieno aon t<;(ameatc impediti dal flr~ 
C"a alcuna teodrnte al pre~iudizio di talc pul1tnza, ma p;tr coatrer~r 
a bra tutto c11, che ,.,4111 1 cor.tributre .•1. ~-ntentme?to. della medc". 

1111, alia qnal con ,;li ob 1ranti ddle Pam rn!·rlart drl.'e Case_ saraa cer. 
lamuca ittruiti dall"e,. 11 p1 , d~gli abitnti de!l! l'un ~upenort c prto: 
ltpali delle medc1 i111 e E q :i Sua Ecctlle nz:a 10 vecc d 1•porre ~er cb1 
trucara on do•ere tonro 101 :mJmtnte conoesso colla s;lurr pubbltc., al­
cuaa apeciale prna, la quale ptitrl 1empre. per altrG oe flip.emvl CISI cs­
ltr arb1tntJ eLl Magistr>tO ci l'olt.r.ll, ". ctateou d1 n•mment1rei che 
la COoperuiooe aolranto d1 cuui ~li ailmanu pull e ~eYe assteura~e 1 P~· 
Do adtmp·lmeoto dl co•l uluruc miaun, e I' gttemmento del coe c e 
deve oaoioameara risultune. 

Se6reteru del Gcverao q Maggio 18 1 J· 

D' Ordiat di S. E. il Rt&io Civil• Comminionario 

F. LAING 
,s,1,.,;,, Pol~lin, 
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• B_UA ~CC!~L~~ZA i~. Regio ~ivile Commi!IJionario conoseendo ~re ~~e esseflziale ~e11a. JUa ~ tigif~za alia feli~ di qnesfa Popolazionc 
(' i~nnre ctaaeon uldtviduo da tu,tto c1o cbe puO condurre a tener lat1tano tl terrab1le flagello dt cut e mmacc1ata quest hola e dei •ezzi di estin<>ut-re 

0
,.

0
i 

NO aenne. q~alora ( cbe lddio no1 voglia) fosse intrOOotto, ha credutti E'SSere uti~ pubblicare le seguenti osservazioni &tte in occasione dell'ultiJJo con.t•gio Ji Ml.'s...i~a 
acciO ogni iodividuo. couosca le f.ttali consegueoze che ponno de~h·are• o d: on' ar.ticipata confidenza deUa oessazione di questo n10rbq pestiie1'0, 0 dall'abban: 

dooar le saggie e. neceuarie precauzioni che sono.state·prescritte dal Uis~tabile Com1tato da Salute, onde impedire il diffondersi della)piU terribile delle ma~ 
lattie Ja pCst:e. la. qUale inf~licemeute l! di gia comparsa trot di noi. Quant~nque il proglfcsso dell11. stes!JS. sia forse arresta~ e .nec~io continuar ancom 
.eU' O&SCtVauza delle prescriUe restrizionl prima chc si possa assicurare essca: noi esenti e sal vi da una si orrida iufermita. 

.. A• d( 20. M~~o, 1·7fS. gianse nel porto di M~~sina una Tarlana GcnoYf'Sf', c•• 
bandiera NapoJetana. comandata Ua un p.u.lrone Genove~<l", chi~nu.to G1aco.nu Uouo, 

:hua~i:jJloueJ;J:it::ac:i:.:~!~~\'~ l,:r011::!~~~a~~p~~~~~~: :dg \n ":f:~~e ~:"::.., il•ti11 ~e~a: 
cari~te da"TUj poni ·dell~ More .. c!ul a qudl' tp)c;,. er:~o!lo inft!ni, o rhc euno 5l~tl 
qualche tempo prima info:ui di p.:-st~. l1 pa. IT<Jne pre,·e,l<•ndoJ ch.t non 11:1rcbbe st;~to am. 
meuo ia Me-.ina, .e direttamcntc. -rltlla )ol,,r.·a ,j fosoe ll port:~to; pcrlid;~mcnte ,o,ci:> a. 
Missiloo~:i nel &"f'llfo di Lepntf'l, tlirlmp::-tto Ccfalonia, c li pr.t.·urossi una p:ucnte ncr!a 
dt S:aait3., colla q'clalc procedette in !\lc$sino~. AI sno ardnJo c:;h b prco<entO, "elle s<J!itlr 
furme, espCISC a•er sobmeute ho.na, e gran?; e dit'hior!J c~n glur.lLUcmo, cbe uno dei 
.IUGi m:uinari era cad uta in mare dnr,tnte 1! viaggio, ntoth·o per cui li era a bordo u,._ 
uomo tli llleno del numero cbc er" specifi~"to nclla patente di Sanni, " 

Quella dichia.ra:r:ione,.accomp:~gnata da ~iuramento, ins.ie.me.~ cnll'csibizione di u 11a 
patentc nella di. Saoiti~ indtme h Magistn.ll dell'Ufficio di S".lb.iti. ( li quali ij:;nora1·:~no 

:1d~~=r:11i1r~o~:O:u~: ~~~'d;i·,~:,ic:n:r1~' •. rr~m~orsJ~:o tli~i~~;~ist~n~e~d ~~:~~~~·~:e~! 
butJmento ~la quaranteoa m_ La.r.:z;~r .. tu.'. •h•··~ co!le illltte furmali1l., eglino inromin<:•:aru· 
DO. a dep<nuare la b.n~ ed tl ~rano. 1 una•·oaa .u~condo tulle le umane apparenzc, l'i!t· 
Ce:r:iouc non sarebbe mat 5tata tntrodotta. nelb. cntl, •e cii) non f•:»~e •l~to ctTeuuato 
per nae&:r:o di un peK&lore, il quale in procC$50 di tempCI es•endo l·ieino a mori<e Ji. 
uoper.e il ~atale 1ocret.o. ,questi co11fe.nO che subito Jopo l'arri~·o dol padr<lne Cll:lt tm· 
yQ mezzo dt· avere da lu1 Ill tempo Ut none •leune 8alle di 1':~bacco, coperte con ea· 
~aTaCeio infetto, eel .•leun..,. pez-ze Ji. t-;la, ~he c.;li Ui soppiatto trasponU ncll~ sua ca,1 , 

10 ana parte. della ctUl cb1amoua PJ::1l11r10 da_re pel f.1tln la m;~olattia da prima appar­
ye. Per tll mod• it trasponar:ri ·a terra que:;-h ng,;eni infettati f~ c<1usa. .di tuu~· queUe 
coo.eguenz'e fatali cbe auenirono-. Io fo menzione di tanto m g•ustifica~:ione doci rua· 
gistnti chc" presero, in' 1'1iifO, tulle le miture piU vi~Grose 11 r.rndenti oel l.anarctto 

rner~;ur!es:;:;~~~=~~ ·~::ifi:.~::!ir:·l:r~ ivi•::,"'~ej;~::t::ti~'e~~;\Od~\o~~;,0 ~~li~~L)~ 
11n01tte erideGte; .a. Cifliog furoao tradiu da!le loro gou:artiie nbalterne, nejje qu.1li C<>!l· 

6d&vuo. ' 

la GtOrte de1 padro11e succeduta nclli 2+ di Marzo, diede i~· p;:mo ~llarme, ma. et· 
tendo tegU:ilata,li 27 da uno Jci marinari con tutti li tintomi d1 un mall!·. pc-;nfero, h. 
c:ottema'lioDOI:.dlft:llflC generate. Sopr"' .. di du•, in un Con•iglio· pubbhc.>, oi dctcr.nLnU 
cbe le saercuu~:ie lbarc:atc oel lazzareuo, intieme col butimento fo$scr.~ tmtnediatall\ente 
abbrueiatc, o 'he il rettante dell' equipaggio {due riuuito ne! !uogo piU p•oprin del 
Luuretto. so«o una forte guadia, 'futto que$:• fu pnntualmente cteguito, e colic piU 
Ccorose precausioai, coU' inaneuto della prineip•le Dllhilti, 

Q...te-aiMat-e molto eoo.tribuirono a calmar,. le menti e le apprensin:ni del popolo. 
B skc-i i1 ri_.ettte dell' eqoiJii&JJ;IO eontinoava· a godere perfett;& nlute; la mauquil· 
liti di•nM tottto paer.l~; e la ucuren.a eomune fu d: grande · cbe dopo en~:re tpirati 
li W lion&i( r .&.n:11'ate0 ... •tabill il dl U: liaJgio per cantue un Te Deum .nel!a C:•t­
ledralci, i.a ~to delta Cdlc. libcrutone, dal piU terribile <.lei giu•h~=j dinni. 
ltla aoa. en. appeoa la ebicK. ripiena di dnottt aou erano 1ppen'a r Senat~ri arrtnti a\le 
a-ro ·~ dt.a aa Medic• U. aeeiHti) a IOro c111ia terribile notia:ia 'cbe alcnnl do' suoi am· 
..uti a'feUIO aaoi£...U li.otcHai aoho rainomig:lianli alia pe•te; a~vinndol.t di po5por· 
... li ~ti .r Alti.i-, &Q~bC eglino a.>n ti fouero conv!nti c.he le .'"e ap~ 

~-=-•_:. =·~~4;:e;:. ;;:Jiiic~~:~~!~cc;~;::t .:;.~;~d 
...... ...,... .... c ......... 

jPer.S tl'Oppo presto, si ,jde chi11u_m~te cbe q~,;est~ lf.::dico avea dett; !:t .,rr;tL 

;:r~~\, c~li~~~~,:~nii1~":;:~:1~, :o;~rro r!:~h~li :~:PP~~!~~i~:~~:.~~~ete cj~P~,.e~:ii ~:cd~~~;u~m{~':u~ 
ri:r ~~~~~~~i~~r!~oRl:!t~IJI~~~e1~~~l;n~opiJ~~~:~. : ;:~'e t~%7~tt: d.it1:f~~:~~!.ie 'J:;~.;~:~ 
la qt)a!e in re~hl a.vea ca~ionato certe et•i.Jemie cd ancHe cati moruh du~>rlle tuH; 
l'mvtrna preceJonte, in mo!u:! puti d.tU'lt.•ha e della ~id!ta. Quest:t ctrcoJt~nzo, \lnna 
a\ notur:~le :.:noredt quei mc:lici >;>erso la loro patria, all'orrorc cite lur JH<H'••moa dal 

~01do~J:m~n~~ab~r~•;:~~e%u~~na u~fitJ~~~e ~~~;i,t~~:::10 C:~~r1,t"ura;o f.~~~fic1~~~ ~~~if;rr,~~; 
~~·~~~10°~:~:~:nio~~s~~~n~~~~~~aq:~~~;;~;:~e ~~~_. n:~i,1t'~~~r~f.~,~~~; ~i ~:~~~:st:~.,:.~sic~.~;.:·~: 
nica.ta rinferntiti a q<~clli cbe cur:t.•·aoo gli am.n11!a11, o nelle.loro pwprl._. r ..... uneglt 
Spetbli; e ptU ancora poidui le Jonne cr~:tu tn qualche IJIInler::t., ~ot\: aua~catc. 

Queste cir~o~tanze in1irme cnite cc1'ccnrrn a •t:.li:irr qnll~ faha nl crwn('a 
opinif,ne. E pel fdtlll urel.>hl' ~~d•c SI~!;' tu qu~lt he llHmit:r~ p!n.u,ibil<', q"aloro1 po~!l 
tempo prinon, non si fo~.~~ acccrloll:t I' c't>tcnza Gelia pe.,e ne! toro LuzM<'Iho ~i \'H'i<tol 
ai:a cittii., drco•ta<tla la •!Uaie sola .Jov<.'a es,;cre >uHicit'nteaconlincoerlJ t!H• l:J. m>l.Jua 

~:~tt~~:£:t;~;J;~::~:~~~~E~~~~~t.~~~:~~:J~~4~~~:::~t:~r~~·: !;}:}(;;:,;s: 
rale, qnclli che .-rano inftcf\111. Per h· <]U<Lii <'0><.", 11 nlcno cbc .Ja r~uu 'P'' HJ er-m; :reo 

~~;,'~;i:~~i:~~f:lij~~D~:~}~~~:fi3~:~~:~~rE.ol;~~u'l~!;:~e":nnt~·~~!~:~'r:~~~~~u~~;,~~·:Jc•'J~'~~~~ 

~.::,~j~~i.~·:;,~\£;;~~:;~~~~?J~~~i~.~~~~~~~~;:ifl:~:~l~:;~·~::r;:;f0?;;::{~:j~j 
de.1& pede, eJ in c .. nw,:u~nL-1 emauOo J•IIO!J:,d pr<IClami pei u.:otamcm;, 1n . u1u l.o·•· ,.,.,j~ntt1r.1 
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History in a Postcard by Dr. Giovanni Bonello 

On June 8, 1940, a Maltese businessman addressed a postcard to Messrs 
Bisquit Dubouche, the world famous producers of Bisquit Cognac in the French 
region from which that brandy takes it name. 

That postcard never reached its destination. 
Many things were then happening in Europe. Two days before, Hitler had 

launched his second major offensive against France. The Nazi armies were over­
running, with lightening speed, the South-East of France, bypassing the 
Maginot line close to the Swiss border. The German arm entered Paris on June 
14. 

Only two days after the card was posted, Italy declared war on the Allies. 
Malta found itself in the thick of the Second World War. The postcard to the 
Cognac producers was returned undelivered to the sender with a handstamp, 
which, as far as I am aware, has not yet been recorded: NO SERVICE/RETURN 
TO SENDER. Malta had suspended Air Mail service to Italy that very same 
day. 

The postcard bears another cachet which, I believe is also unrecorded: an 
octagonal censorship handstamp similar to CS-OC, but with the inscription 

PASSED BY CENSOR running inside the margin, instead of the usual PASSED 
in the centre of the cachet. 

Details: On a King George VI 1 Y2d postal card (type 11) dated and post­
marked June 8, 1940: 

1) Rectangular cachet 59x 17mm in violet: NO SERVICE/RETURN TO 
SENDER on two lines; 

2) Triangular censorship cachet CS-T2 No. 59 PASSED BY CENSOR in 
violet; 

3) Octagonal cachet 34 x 27mm, PASSED BY CENSOR, with royal crown 
and P, in blue. 
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Finding a Treasure Trove of Information 
by Paul and Barbara Kayfetz 
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INTRODUCTION 

Many philatelists, the authors included, spend countless hours indirectly piecing toget­
her bits of information about the printing plates and processes which were used for various 
stamp issues. The process is painstaking and slow. It involves the assembly of stamps into 
larger units which, along with marginal bits, allow inferences to be drawn about the 
plates. Sometimes preparatory items, such as essays, die proofs, colour trials, plate 
proofs, or printer's record items provide additional clues. Those of us who savour digging 
into dusty archives find correspondence and invoices which provide additional data. 

The results of this indirect research, when compiled in one work, can be impressive. 
The Malta Study Circle Handbook is an example. It is considered a model of philatelic 
writing regarding a single country. 

BACKGROUND 

The authors, luckily, have been afforded the chance-of-a-lifetime opportunity to 
explore an original resource. This was a storage attic containing most of the printing 
plates, artists' original engraved dies, and transfer rollers for the Malta stamps printed 
between 1899 and 1937. 

During a stay in Malta in 1985 the authors investigated a sentence in the Handbook 
mentioning that the printing plate for one of the Melita stamps was in the possession of 
the Malta National Museum. 
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Initial Visit 
Malta Study Circle members Frank Gray steered us to the Malta Archeological 

Museum in Valletta. This museum occupies the magnificent old Auberge de Provence of 
the Knights of Malta. There the Director of Museums, Father Marius J. Zerafa, 
confirmed that there were several boxes "of old copper plates" in a storage attic. Un­
fortunately, the attic was not accessible because the key was no longer available. 

Father Zerafa was most cordial. We discussed his pleasant visit pe 'l student to our 
home area of San Francisco. We explained the potential significance<';· Jriginal printing 
plates to the philatelic world. Father Zerafa consented to one of his art restorer's forcing 
the attic door lock for us. 

We ducked through the curved doorway, wound up four turns in a pitch-dark, 
cramped circular staircase, went through another locked door, and entered a dark store­
room. Opening wooden shutters in the two-foot thick walls revealed a storeroom lined 
with pottery and artifact-filled wooden shelves. In one corner were sixteen boxes filled 
with philatelic hardware. 

Paul at work 

Interim Efforts 
We sent copies of our hurried photos to Frank Gray in London for him to share with 

members of the Malta Study-Circle. During the next two years we urged local philatelists 
in Malta to examine and "write up" the material in the attic. Dr. Alfred Bonnici did not 
receive any response to his written inquiries to the government minister then-in-charge. 

We then initiated our own arrangements to spend two weeks in Malta, with large­
format photographic equipment, to systematically record and describe the items in the 
attic. Father Zerafa was extremely accommodating; Dr. Bonnici provided advice and 
encouragement. 

Enroute to Malta we met with Mr. Robson Lowe in London. He spent considerable 
time providing advice, some obtained directly from technical people at De La Rue 
regarding the proper handling and cleaning of printing plates and dies. 
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Second Visit 
When we arrived in Malta Father Zerafa provided full and gracious cooperation. The 

lock at the bottom of the stairs was again forced. We were offered working space in the 
Directors' Conference Room, but decided to do the photography and measuring in the 
storage attic by window light. This avoided carrying of hundreds of pounds of delicate 
plates up and down several sets of stairs. 

Seven days were spent organizing, logging, cleaning, photographing, measuring and 
describing the materials. Dr. Bonnici provided hospitality, encouragement and informa­
tion. Mr. Godwin Said provided daily encouragement, good coffee, information, and 
assistance in contacting members of the postal administration. 

All philatelic items in the attic were listed and photographed. The description that 
follows is an attempt to share the information gleaned. Not all of the photographs are 
reproduced here. Any needed by philatelists will be made available at cost upon request. 

The opportunity to examine the actual printing plates and dies allowed information to 
be obtained which is impossible to glean from the normal philatelic study of the printed 
stamps. Where such information supplements that contained in the Malta Study Circle 
Handbook, it is set out in italics in the following section. 

DETAILS OF PLATES 
RELATED PREPARATORY ITEMS 

Printing plates contain an image which is reversed left-to-right from the finished sheet 
of stamps. All descriptions of positions and measurements herein are in terrrts of the 
printed sheets rather than the plates. 

Barbara at work 
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THE 1899- 1922 PICTORIALS 

Each of these plates contains the entire design since the stamps were printed in 
one color. They are of the recess (also termed engraved or intaglio) method, in 
which ink is pressed into grooves of varying depths. The ink is wiped off the 
surface and moist paper pressed against the plate. Each is described below. 

13 



4d (Photo No. 1) 1 - The tagboard cover sheet for this plate is labeled: 
"Malta/4d/120 set/Single Working". The plate consists of a single sheet of 120 
stamps in 12 horizontal rows fo 10 stamps each. There is no separation into 
panes. 

The plate is steel which has been coated with copper. The plate is 5mm thick, 
295mm wide, and 287mm high. The corners are rounded with an approximate 
radius of 5mm and the edges on the face side of the plate are uniformly, smoothly 
rounded. 

Two continuous lines 3mm apart surround the sheet. The distance from the 
nearest of these to the stamp image is 7mm at the top, 15.5mm at the sides, and 
10mm at the bottom. There are registration crosses at the mid-points of top, 

2 
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bottom and sides with the crossbar 6mm from the stamp image. The upright 
portion of the registration cross overlaps the continuous border lines at the top 
and crosses the inner border line at the bottom of the sheet. 

The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 133 states that this issue was presumably 
printed in two panes of sixty stamps, one pane above the other. The plate, however, 
contains an unbroken sheet of 120stamps rather than two panes of sixty. 

4- Yzd (Photo No. 2) - The cover board for this plate has noted on it in 
blue crayon: "Malta/4- Yzd/120 Set". The plate contains two panes of 60 
stamps each, side-by-side, each pane containing 10 rows of 6 stamps. 

The plate is of copper-coated steel similar to the 4d plate. However, the 
thickness and dimensions are different. The thickness is 2.5mm; the width is 
300mm and the height 290mm. The corners are rounded and the edges bevelled 
similarly to the 4d plate. 

There is a continuous double rule 3mm apart around the sheet of two 
panes. The distance between the image and the nearest rule is 14mm on all sides. 
The width of the vertical gutter between the panes is 8mm. 

There is a single registration T in the top margin located above the first 
stamp in the right-hand pane. The T is inverted with the horizontal bar 6mm 
above this stamp and with the vertical stem of he inverted T 5mm to the right of 
an imaginary extension of the left-hand edge of this stamp. Similar registration 
marks are at the mid-point down the outer sides of each pane with the 
horizontal bar also 6mm from the image of the stamps. At the bottom there is a 
single registration T in a position below the first stamp in the bottom row of the 
right-hand pane with spacing corresponding to that of the mark in the top 
margin. 

The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 134 discusses "signs of a rivet" in the 
extreme left-hand corner of a block of this issue. There are no rivets or holes for rivets. 
Rather, there are three circles, each 8mm in diameter, that appear in both the top and 
bottom margins of this plate. These appear to be from holes that were bored in the 
original steel plate, and then filled with some material before the plate was given its final 
smoothing. The plugs appear to be of steel of the same type as the plate itself. The copper 
coating on the steel appears to have been applied after these plugs were inserted and 
smoothed along with the plate. The plugs can be seen because of a hairline crack in the 
copper plating which has developed corrosion. The plug near the upper left corner is 
centered 14mm to the left of the upper left-hand stamp on the sheet of 12mm above the 
top of this stamp. It overlaps the corner of the continuous pair of border lines. The cent er 
plug in the top margin is the same distance above the top row of stamps and is above the 
right-hand upper corner stamp in the left-hand pane with its center 4mm in from the 
right-hand edge of that stamp. The upper right-hand plug is in a position which 
corresponds to that of the upper left-hand plug. In the bottom margin, the two corner 
plugs are in positions that correspond to those in the top margin. The cent er plug in the 
bottom margin is below the first stamp in the bottom row of the right-hand pane at the 
same distance below the stamp as the other plugs and with its center 4mm to the right of 
the left-hand edge of that stamp. 

5d (Photo No. 3) - This plate is identical in nature and dimensions to the 
4- Yzd plate described above. 

However, since this design has a horizontal format whereas the 4- Yzd is 
vertical the layout results in two panes of 60, with one above the other, each 
consisting of six rows of 10 stamps. When the plate is rotated 90-degrees (to the 
same orientation as the 4- Yzd plate) there are plugs in the same positions. 
However, in relation to the design of the 5d, these are now in the side margins. 
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These plugs are larger than on the 4- Y2d plate; they are lOmm in diameter 
(rather than 8mm). Again, the 90-degree rotation of the stamp design resutls in 
registration marks centered above the middle of the top row in the upper pane 
and the middle of the bottom row in the lower pane. The side registration marks 
are on the outside of the end stamps in the bottom row of the top pane. They are 
the same distance from the edges of the stamps and above the edge of the stamp 
atop the gutter margin as described for the 4- Yzd value. The double rule, how­
ever, is only lOmm from the outer stamps. 

The plugged holes, according to Mr. Robson Lowe, may have been where 
screws held the plates down to a mounting surface. These holes were gradually, 
becoming larger, and sometimes were plugged before redrilling. These circles 
may be plugs which are a different size on the 4- Yzd and 5d plates because the 
5d had been redrilled larger due to greater wear. (See Photos 2A and 3A for 
some magnifications enlargements of the two plate corners.) 



2/6 (Photo No. 4) - The coverboard for this plate reads: "Malta 2/6/60 
Set". (The back of this protective board contains handwritten notes regarding 
details of specimens of a St. Kitts P&R with requisition number 1245, a 
signature of E.M. Sanders (?), the date 17/6/00 and the notification that one 
specimen is for DLR.) 

This plate contains 60 images in five horizontal rows of 12 stamps. The 
plate is the same copper-coated steel as those described above. It is 3mm in 
thickness, measuring 392mm wide and 215mm high. 17 





The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 16 indicates that there are no reports of 
any marginal markings on the plate. That is correct except that there are registration "T" 
devices centered on each side of the sheet. These marks are 6mmfrom the crossbar of the 
T to the image of the stamps. At top and bottom the marks are centred between the sixth 
and seventh stamps in the respective rows, and at each side they are centered along side 
the end stamps in the third row. 

10/- "Postage" (Photo No. 5) - The coverboard for this plate reads: 
"Malta/10/- Postage/60 Set/Single Working". 

(It is interesting to note that the back of the cover board accompanying this 
plate contains a sticker which reads: 

____________________________ Reqn. ____________________ __ 
______ Stamps 

________ Sheets of ______ Set. 

Duty _____ _ 

Crown Agents' Inspector 

Date _________ ___ 

This confirms the fact that the dark blue markings on these cover sheets came 
from the printer.) 

Implicit in the repetition of the word "Malta" on the coverboards is their 
London source; were they not in proximity to plates of other countries this 
labelling would be unnecessary. 

This plate is identical in size, layout, and markings to the 2/6 plate 
described above. 

The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 137 indicates that it is not known whether 
any markings appear other than a registration cross in the top margin. This plate, with 
crosses centered in each border, confirms an observation (earlier made by the author of 
this article from individual marginal copies of this issue) that there are registration marks 
in all four margins. 

10/- "Postage & Revenue" (Photo No. 6) - The coverboard reads, 
"Malta/10/- Postage & Revenue/30 Set". 

Thirty stamps are arranged in five rows of six on this plate. The plate is 
steel with a silver-grey nickel plating on the image surface. 

The plate is 5mm thick and 232 x 232mms in height and width. 
The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 137 surmises it is possible that registration 

crosses exist in the bottom and right-hand margins in addition to those that were known 
to be centered at the top and left-hand margin. This plate confirms that this is a correct 
assumption. The only marginal markings are registration crosses centered with the bar 
parallel to the stamp at a distance of 6mm from the nearest image. The registration 
crosses are between the third and fourth stamps in the respective top and bottom rows 
and centered opposite the end stamps in the third row. A fine hairline continues the 
component of the registration cross that is perpendicular to the edge of the plate all the 
way out to the edge of the plate on each side. 
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KING GEORGE DEFINITIVES 1914-1922 

The plates for \14d through 1 I- values are duty plates with the country name 
and values only. The new 1921 2d is the complete stamp. The 2/- and 5/- are the 
frame with country name and value since the vignettes was used for many 
countries. These plates are of the relief (also termed typographic) method of 
printing in which the ink is carried on raised portions of the plate. Paper is 
pressed against the inked plate, transferring the image wherever the plate was 
raised and containing uncoloured areas elsewhere. The raised areas are of 
uniform height so that normally an even depth of ink is transferred. This is 
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distinguished from the recess process of the previous issues, in which the depth 
of the plate grooves vary, enabling more intense colour to be deposited where 
desired by increasing the depth of the corresponding part of the engraved image. 

7 

\14d (Photo No. 7) - This duty plate is molded relief plate of copper with 
a base approximately 2 to 3mm in thickness and with the type protruding an 
additional 2 to 3mm above this base. There are 120 images in two panes of 60 
each. Each pane consists of 10 rows of 6 stamps. The panes are side-by-side. 
The plate is formed of six pieces of molded copper (containing variously 18 or 
24 images) attached to an 18mm thick mahogany board. The plate is 257mm 
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wide overall and 252mm high. The mahogany border extends 2 to 3mm beyond 
the edges of the plate. The edge of the mahogany board contains the inscription: 
"Cyprus 4 Piastres". One of the pieces of type contains the date "22/2/13" in 
raised numerals from hand-punching of the mold. (This implies the six blocks of 
type came from separate molds.) 

8 

Yzd (Photo No. 8) This plate is generally similar to the \14d described 
above. It contains a date molded in positive relief in one of the segments of cast 
type; this reads: "12/1/13". The edge of the mahogany board contains the 
inscription: "3s Gambia". 
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Id (Photo No. 9) This is similar to the Yzd, and contains the date 
"3/2/13" molded into one of its segments. The board contains the inscription: 
"Cayman Ilds Yzd". 
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2d (Photo No. 10) - This plate is similar to the Y2d & ld. The date moulded 
in positive relief is "22/2/13". The board on which it is mounted contains the 
inscription: "2d Cayman Islands". 
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2- Yzd (Photo No. 11) - This plate contains the date: "4/2/13". The 
mounting board reads: "2s Gambia". 
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3d (Photo No. 12) - This plate contains the date: "18/2/13". Its mounting 
board reads: "Cayman Ilds 60". 
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6d (Photo No. 13) 
reads: "4d Gambia". 

28 

This plate contains the date: "28/2/ 13 ". Its board 



14 

11- (Photo No. 14) - This plate contains the date "13/2/13". Its board 
reads: "1s 6d Gambia". 

It is noted that all these forms are made of pieces of molded type containing 
18 stamps at the top and bottom of each pane, with 24 in the middle. It would be 
interesting to look for repeating varieties with this pattern. 
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2d (1921 new design - (Photo No. 15) - This relief plate contains 240 
images in four panes of 60 each. Each pane has ten rows of six stamps. The 
vertical gutter is 10.5mm from stamp image to stamp image. The horizontal 
gutter is 25 .5mm high from stamp image to stamp image. The plate number '' 1'' 
appears centered above the second stamp in from the corner at each end of top 
and bottom margins. 

There are pillars, which are four vertical stripes in each stamp size space in 
the horizontal gutter margin. The pillars serve to prevent paper sag in a large 
open area. Such sag can cause slurred image. A secondary benefit is the 
elimintion of blank areas which might have been used improperly. 

There is a Jubilee Line around each pane. (The name reflects the first appear­
ance of this device during the 1887 year of Queen Victoria's Jubilee on a 
printing of the Great Britain 1d of 1881.) 

The Jubilee Lines are broken into lengths coextensive with the sides of adjoin­
ing stamps. These segments, which are of irregular and occasionally changing 
lengths on issues of some countries, are sometimes described as pieces of type 
variously inserted into a printing form. This is not the case with these Malta 
plates. Rather, the line is a continuous ridge cast completely around each pane. 
The breaks have been created one-by-one through the handsawing of gaps in the 
cast line. 

The primary purpose served by the lines was an improvement in the quality of 
the printed image. Slur, caused by movement between paper and the plate, was 
reduced at the edges of the pane. An additional benefit was the reduction of 
plate wear at the edge of the pane where the inking roller first rode up onto the 
image. The Jubilee Lines absorbed this impact. To some degree the lines filled 
blank paper otherwise available to forgers. 

The breaks in the lines allowed trapped air to escape. Otherwise, cockling 
and fluttering of the paper caused image slurring. 

The thin plate is a copper casing with a thin flange around it. The thickness of 
the portion containing the type is 4 to 5mm. At the edges the flange is reduced to 
1 to 2mm in thickness. From the outer edge of the Jubilee Line at each side the 
flange is 11mm wide. At top and bottom it extends 14mm from the Jubilee Line. 
The plate is mounted on a mahogany board 18mm thick and 4mm wider than 
the plate at the sides, and 7 and 5mm wider than the plate at top and bottom 
respectively. There are holes in the flange at approximately 50 to 100mm 
random intervals with screws near each corner and near the centers of each side 
holding the copper plate onto the mahogany. There is a date cast as part of the 
flange (from numbers hand-punched into the mold) which reads "23/11/20". It 
can be seen that this is struck over an earlier date which had been punched in the 
mold; the earlier date read "23/2/20". 

The Malta Study Circle Handbook at page 167 indicates that there is a horizontal 
line with a dot beneath it in the bottom margin below the vertical gutter margin. It goes 
on to indicate that the dot is punctured by a small hole. There is a horizontal line below 
the Jubilee Line which would be to the right of the vertical gutter in the printed image. 
The dot below it consists of a molded shape which has a hole drilled all the way through it 
the full thickness of the plate. There is a similar configuration at the top of the plate over 
the other Jubilee Line bordering the vertical gutter margin. 
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2/- (Photo No. 16)- This plate contains 60 images in five horizontal row: 
of 12. The border plate is available, but not the vignette portrait plate, whicl· 
was common to several countries. The border plate contains the value and th< 
word "Malta". 

The plate's physical configuration and description is generally the same a~ 
that given above for the 2d value. The registration line with tiny central dot i~ 
cast so that it is centered between the sixth and seventh stamps in the top and 
bottom rows with the line 3mm from the Jubilee Line. The hole drilled belO\>v 
the registration line is in metal which is less high than that of the 2d and 
therefore might not leave an impression on the finished stamp. The flanges are 
less wide than on the 2d, having 3mm of width at the sides and 9mm at top and 
bottom. Therefore, the plate is affixed to its 18mm thick mahogany backing 
with screws through the hollowed vignette area in each corner stamp of the 
sheet. The mahogany conforms precisely to the size of the copper plate. The 
date cast in the flange at the bottom of the plate is "3/3/13". 

5 I- (Photo No. 17) - This plate is identical in virtually all respects to the 
21- plate described above. The only difference is that the date cast into the 
flange reads "4/3/13". 
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MALTA - A DIARY 

January - June 1987 by J. Farrugia 

16-1-87 
In to-day's Govt. Gazette, the Postmaster General notified that the 5c postage stamp of the current 
Definitive Postage Set, had been reprinted by Printex Limited. 
This stamp was available for sale at the Philatelic Counter ofthe G.P.O. Valletta. 

19-1-87 
A machine stamp cancelling slogan marking the 20th. Anniversary of the Order of Charity - Raoul 
Follereau Foundation, was used on and off, at the Central Mail Room, during the period 19th.-
24th. January, 1987. 
The slogan reads:- "Ordni Tal-Karita - Fundazzjoni Raoul Follereau - 20 Sena Ta' Ghajnuna -
Lill-Morda Bil-Lebbra". 
The slogan means:- "Order of Charity - Foundation Raoul Follereau - 20 Years Of Aid - To 
The Leprosy Afflicted". 

20-1-87 
The PMG notified that the Sub-Post Office at 40F, St. Paul's Street, St. Paul's Bay, was closing 
down with effect from Tuesday, 20th. January, 1987. 

22-1-87 
A new Sub-Post Office was opened at 16, Misrah ls-Suq, Tarxien, on Thursday, 22nd. January, 
1987. 
A hand metal date-stamp inscribed with the words "Tarxien S.P.O. - Malta" is used at this Sub­
Post Office. (Fig. 1) 
The telephone number at this Sub-Post Office is 785357. 

26-1-87 
A set of four stamps commemorating the "25th. Anniversary of the Ornithological Society" was 
issued to-day. A special hand-postmark was used on the first day of issue. (Fig. 2) 

27-1-87 
A call for applications for the post of Sub-Postmaster at Santa Venera was made in to-day's Govt. 
Gazette. Applications were to be addressed to the PMG by 2nd. March, 1987. 

6-2-87 
In to-day's Govt. Gazette, a notice was issued for applications for the post of Sub-Postmaster at St. 
Paul's Bay. Applications were to be received by the Postmaster General by noon of Friday, 27th. 
February, 1987. 

20-2-87 
In to-day's Govt. Gazette, a notice was issued for applications for the post of Sub-Postmaster at 
Sliema. Applications were to be received by the PMG by noon of Friday, 20th. March, 1987. 

16-3-87 
A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading:- "Royal Malta Artillery - Association - 40th. 
Anniversary - 1947 -1987", was used on and off, at the Central Mail Room, from the 16th. to the 
21st. March, 1987. 

23-3-87 
On the occasion of the 31st. March Festivities, a machine stamp cancelling slogan reading:­
"Ngho:i::i:u L-Helsien - 31 Ta' Marzu, 1979", was used on and off, during the period between 23rd. 
and30th. March, 1987, at the Central Mail Room. 
The slogan means:- "We Treasure Freedom - 31 March, 1979". 

30-3-87 
In to-day's Govt. Gazette, a notice was issued for applications, for the post of Sub-Postmaster at 
Mellieha. Applications .were to be received by the PMG by noon of Thursday, 30th. April, 1987. 
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7-4-87 
A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded:- "It-Tilqim - Dritt Ta' Kull Tarbija - Jum Dinji Tas­
Salilia 1987", was used, on and off, during the period from the 7th. to 13th. April, 1987, at the 
Central Mail Room. The Immunization campaign logo used by the World Health Organization is 
also incorporated in the slogan. 
The slogan means:- "Immunization - Right Of All Babies - World Day Of Health 1987". 

7-4-87 
In to-day's Govt. Gazette, a notice was issued for applications, for the post of Sub-Postmasters at, 
(a) St. Paul's Bay and 
(b) Bugibba/Qawra area. 
Applications were to be received by the PMG by noon of Friday, 8th. May, 1987. 

15-4-87 
"Europa 1987" set issued to-day. A special handstamp was used on the first day of issue. (Fig. 3) 

22-5-87 
The Minister of Development of Infrastructure has approved the issue of a call for applications for 
the post of Sub-Postmasters at:-
(a) Mellielia and 
(b) St. Paul's Bay. 
Applications were to be received by the PMG up to noon of Tuesday, 30th. June, 1987. 

1-6-87 
A machine stamp cancelling slogan marking World Environment Day was used during the period 
1st. to 5th. June, 1987, at the Central Mail Room. The slogan reads:-" Jum Dinji Ta' L-Ambjent -
5 Ta' Gunju". 
The slogan means:- "World Environment Day - 5th. June". 

10-6-87 
"Maltese Uniforms" set, issued to-day. A special hand postmark was used on the first day of issue. 
(Fig. 4) 

16-6-87 
In to-day's Govt. Gazette a call for applications was issued for the post of Sub-Postmaster at 
Xewkija, Gozo. 
Applications were to be received by the PMG up to noon of Friday, 17th. July, 1987. 

Fig 1. 

Fig3. 
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Detailed Information about: by J. Farrugia 

Maltese Uniforms Issue • • . • • . . • . • • • . • . . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • • . . . . . • . X 
Commemorations 1987 Issue ..••.•.•••..•.••. ; . . • . • • • . • . • • . . • • . • . . • • . Y 
Maltese Ships 5th. Issue ••..••....•••....•.•.•........•....•••...•..•. Z 

Issue X y z 
Date of Issue 10-6-87 18-8-87 16-10-87 

Values 3c, 7c, lOc, 27c 5c, Se, 23c 2c, 11c, 13c, 20c 
Stamp Size 29mm x 47mm 48mm x 39.5mm 47mm x 29mm 

Designer Luciano Micallef Antoine Camilleri Norbert Attard 

Printers Printex Limited same same 
Process Lithography same same 

Perforation 13.7 X 13.9 14 X 14 13.9 X 13.6 
Watermark Maltese Crosses same Maltese Crosses 

Sideways Upright 

Paper Chalk Surfaced same same 
Gum P.V.A. same same 

Colours: 
Issues X, Y artd Z were printed in multicolours. 
Colour checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm in diameter are seen in 

the right hand margin, next to the last stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane, 
of each value, in issues X, Y and Z, except in the 13c value, of issue Z, which are 
next to the last stamps of the two bottom rows. 

· Colour checks from top to bottom, correspond to the colours used for 
Pane numbers from left to right, on all Panes, of all values, of issues X and Y, 
but from right to left in issue Z. · 

Cumulative totals of progressive columns of stamps, are seen in top and 
bottom margins, printed in black, on all Panes, of all values, in issues X and Z, 
but printed in brown in issue Y. 

Printed Sheets: 
Issue X - The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of three Panes, A, B and 

C. Each Pane has forty stamps, made up of eight rows of five stamps. 
All stamps are of the vertical format. 

Issue Y - The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of two Panes, A and B. 
Each Pane has forty stamps, made up of eight rows of five stamps. 
All stamps are of the horizontal format. 
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Issue Z - The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of three Panes, A, B and C. 
Each Pane has forty stamps, made up of five rows of eight stamps. 
All stamps are of the horizontal format. 

Plate/Pane numbers: 
These are seen under the first stamp of the bottom row, in all Panes, of all 

values, in issues, X, Y and Z. 
Issue X - 3c = lA X 4, lB X 4, lC X 4. 

7c = lA X 4, lB X 4, lC X 4. 
lOc = lA X 4, lB X 4, lC X 4. 
27c = lA X 4, lB X 4, lC X 4. 

Issue Y - 5c = lA x 4, 1B x 4. 
8c = lA X 4, lB X 4. 

23c = lA X 4, lB X 4. 
Issue Z - 2c = lA X 5, lB X 5, lC X 5. 

llc = lA X 5, lB X 5, lC X 5. 
13c = lA X 6, lB X 6, 1 C X 6. 
20c = lA X 4, lB X 4, lC X 4. 

Perforations of Margins: 
Issue X - The top margins of Panes A, B and C, of all values are imperforate. 

All other margins of these same Panes are all fully perforated. 
Registration marks or parts of them were seen in the bottom left 

hand corner of Panes A, in the middle of the top margin of Panes B 
and in the top and bottom of the right hand margins of Panes C, of 
all values. 

Looking at the Printed Sheet as shown Fig. (a), stamps would be 
seen the right way up. Perforator ran from top to bottom. 

Issue Y - The top margins of Panes A and B, of all values are imperforate. All 
other margins of these same Panes are all fully perforated. Registration 
marks in the form of "a circle, circumscribed by an eclipse, crossed 
by two lines" were seen in the top left hand margin of Pane A and the 
top right hand margin of Pane B, of all values. Looking at the 
Printed Sheet as shown Fig. (b), stamps would be seen the right way 
up. 

Perforator ran from top to bottom. 

FIG. (a) FIG. (b) FIG. (c) 

PANE PANE PANE 
"A" "B" "C" 

WMK. WMK. WMK. 
"A" "B" 

PANE "A" WMK. t 
PANE "B" WMK. t 

PANE PANE 

WMK. WMK. 

-- - --iiDo PANE "C" WMK. t 
Issue Z - The left hand margins of Panes A, B and C of all values are imperfo­

rate. All other margins of these same Panes are all fully perforated. 
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Registration marks similar to those of issue Y, or parts of them, were 
seen at the top of the left and right hand margins of Panes A, as well 
as at the bottom of the left and right hand margins of Panes C, of all 
values. Also a small horizontal line, about 4mm long, was seen, in 
the left hand margin, next to the first stamp of the middle row, in 
Panes B, of the 2c value only. Looking at the Printed Sheet as shown, 
Fig. (c), stamps would be seen the right way up. Perforator ran from 
left to right. 

Imprint Blocks: 
"PRINTEX LIMITED MALT A" is seen under the last stamp of the 

bottom row, in all Panes, of all values, in issues X, Y and Z. Letters are 1mm 
high and printed in black in issues X and Z, but printed in brown in issue Y. An 
Imprint Block of four will also include the colour checks in all issues. 

Special hand postmarks, incorporating a portrait of a XVI century soldier 
(issue X), and a line drawing of a ship's helm (issue Z), were used on the first 
day of each of the three issues. 

By 12.45pm on the first day of issue, sales amounted to Lm27 ,021 (issue 
X), Lm1S.500 (issue Y) and Lm2S,6S3 (issue Z). 

Stamps were to remain on sale up to Monday, 23 November 19S7 (issue X), 
up to Monday, S February, 19SS (issue Y), and up to Tuesday, S March, 19SS 
(issue Z), unless stocks were previously exhausted. 

Maximum Card No. 8 
This card was issued on the first day of issue Z. It depicts the ferry 

"Ghawdex", shown on the 13c value of this fifth and final issue featuring 
Maltese ships. 

This stamp could have been affixed on the image side of the maximum card 
and cancelled with the first day of issue postmark. 

Europa 1987 Issue 
Date oflssue ........................................ 15th. April, 19S7. 
Values...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Se and 35c. 
Stamp Size . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31mm x 44mm. 
Art Designer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard England. 
Printers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Printex Limited. 
Process . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lithography. 
Perforation.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 x 13.9. 
Watermark ................................... Maltese Crosses Upright. 
Paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chalk Surfaced. 
Gum ........................................................ P.V.A. 

Colours: 
This set was produced in multicolours. 
Both stamps are of the vertical format and each Pane of ten stamps is 

divided into twelve spaces, four rows of three. In the first space, of the top row, 
in the Se value, can be seen the CEPT emblem, 1987, and a black and white 
design of "The Aquas an Lido", whilst in the first space, of the second row, of 
the same value, can be seen a part of the same design in black and white. 
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In the 35c value, the same pattern is followed, for the same two spaces, but 
using "The Church of St. Joseph", Manikata. 

The value of a whole Pane of stamps is seen in the top margin, above the 
middle stamp, printed in black. 

Colour checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm in diameter, are seen 
in the right hand margin of each Pane, next to the last stamp of the top row. The 
colours from top to bottom correspond to the colours used for Pane numbers 
from left to right, in all Panes, of both values. In the colour checks, I noticed, 
that the space between the coloured discs, in Panes A and D, of the Se value, is 
quite larger than in other Panes of the same value. The same thing was noticed 
in Pance C only, of the 35c value. 

The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of six Panes of ten stamps A to F. 

Plate/Pane numbers: 
These are seen under the first stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane of 

both values. 

Se = lA X 4 up to and including lF x 4. 
35c = lA x 4 up to and including lF x 4. 

Perforation of Margins: 
The right hand margins of Panes C and F, of both values, are imperforate, 

whilst the right hand margins of Panes A, B, D and E are fully perforated. The 
top, bottom and left hand margins of all Panes A to F, in both values are also 
fully perforated. 

PANE PANE 
"A" "B" 

WMK. t \YMK. t 
PANE PANE 
"D" "E'' 

WMK. t WMK. t 
Imprint Blocks: 

PANE 
"C" 

WMK. t 
PANE 
"F" 

WMK. t 

From a study of details given, the Printed 
Sheet of each value, before cutting into 
P:;tQes, would. have looked as shown in 
figure, the perforator running from right to 
left. 
Looking at the Printed Sheet as shown, 
stamps of both values, would be seen the 
right way up, hence why watermark in 
individual stamps is upright. 

The Imprint ''PRINTEX LIMITED MALT A'' is seen under the third 
stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane, of both values. Letters are lmm high 
and printed in black. An Imprint Block of four will not include the colour 
checks. 

A special handstamp was used for cancellation on the first day of issue. 
It is worded "Europa 'S7 - L-Ewwel Jum Tal-Mrug - 15-4-S7 - Malta" 

and the name of the respective locality. A sketch of the Aquasan Lido memory 
screen is also incorporated in the postmark. 

This set will remain on sale up to Monday, 9th. November, 19S7, unless 
stocks are previously exhausted. 

Sales on the first day of issue amounted to Lm115,2SO. 
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WALKIE TALKIES 
PLAYMOBIL 

bland international Ltd. 
A BRANDSTATTER COMPANY 
20, Bulebel Industrial Estate, Zejtun-Malta 
Telephone: 878310-878737 Telex: 1285 MW 





OlD an illlit 
AND ITS SUBSIDIARIES 

SUN CHEMICALS LTD. 

il 

Household and Industrial Detergents, Liquid Soaps, Toilet Soaps, Laundry Soaps, 
Deodorants, Anti-persperants, Shampoo, Disinfectants and Sodium Silicate Solutions. 

MARGARINE MANUFACTURING CO. LTD 
Butter, Margarines, Cooking Fats, Cheese and Edible Fats. 

POULTRY PRODUCTS LTD. 
Day-old Broiler and Frozen Poultry, Frozen Fish and Frozen vegetables. 

FOOD INDUSTRIES LTD. 
Manufacturers of Ice-Creams for Catering and Retail Outlets. 

THE REFINERY, MGIERET ROAD, MARSA. 
Cables: Oilrefine. Tel.: 621451/2/3 - 623613. Postal Address: P.O. Box 539 Valletta - Malta. 



DELl: A 
HOME CENTRES 

WHERE YOU CAN FIND ANYTHING FOR YOUR HOME 

t:J1·B:I SCOTSMr::IN lii~~[31![•J Bras lndustnal 
Ice MddurH!:-. Coffee Mdch111e~ 

Sewrng Machrnes Doni.. Orspenser~ 

~ 8 -elna HORKU. 
KENWOOD 

SPwn1q M ut lmH''-. 
Ga~ Cookt•r!-> 

:t::}oncord ~ THORN OCEAN 
GAS F~t!t'n'r'> 

t• \ .llf'••rl(; 

® lit rJ:Cd c)~,'l'~~~t 
'>Ill )fo.;•, MA( HINt!:> 

HITACHI !\"-'\I A! MIN{ IR~ 

Elt>l tr11 Hl'dll'l'> 

Dream land [im 
Ele( li!C BltJnlq·h ~ VEI,PAIIl..E "'Rf...UV.Jl()fol 

Water Healers 

B'KARA - 28 Mannarino Road. Tel: 486029 
COSPICUA - 43/45 St. Paul Street. Tel: 823751 

FLORIANA - 35 St. Anne Street. Tel: 222625 
GZIRA - The Strand. Tel: 339528 

(0Uif'MlN1 

HAMRUN - 690/2 St. Joseph Road. Tel: 228670 
PAOLA - Shop 113 Civic Centre, Paola Square. Tel: 222220 

RABAT - 36 Main Street. Tel: 674278 
SLIEMA - 59 Tower Road. Tel: 339365 

VALLETTA - 283 Republic Street. Tel: 624081 
HEAD OFFICE - The Lyric, Antonio Bosio Strete, Msida. 

Tel: 513652/336278/331071/331072 

I======= We.,., elao Manufacturers of Retngerated Bar Counters Freezers & Cold Pooma =======t 



Last July, a vanety of boats were 
presented to a large number of Inter­
national JOUrnalists and boatbutlders from 
dtfferent countnes. Focal pomt was the 
new BMW D636T A manne engme whtch 
could be tested m 7 boats of.dtfferent brands. There 
was one common consensus afterwards - the 
D636T A outperforms all expectations. 

The excellent performance of this new engine. 
parttcularly vs. Volvo's Duoprop, was outstanding 
even on the favourable companson m regard to 
smoothness and low notse of BMW's own gasoline 
engmes. 

The August, September and October tssues of 
European boatmg magazmes earned very 
favourable reports on the D636TA. The Bnt!sh 'Motor 
Boat and Yachtmg' (August '85), followmg extensive 
tests with different engine makes. gave the exciting 
results shown in the box on right of this brand new tumo 
charged dieseL The D636T A is suitable for a wide range 
of craft with single or twin engine installations. 

Maximum speed 
BMWD636TA 180hpdiese!OID 30.2knots 
Volvo200hppetroi0/D 28.8knots 
Volvo 165hp Duopropdiese!O/D 28.0 knots 
BMW 0190 165hp diesel 0/D 27.0 knots 
Volvo 165hpdiesel 0/D (non DP) 26.0 knots 
Volvo 165hp diesel IlB 24.0 knots 

Acceleration, 0-20 knots 
Volvo200hppetro10/D 
BMW D636T A 180hp diesel OlD 
Volvo 165hp Duopropdiesel 0/D 
BMW 0190 165hp diesel OlD 

8.9secs 
12.6secs 
18.0secs 
22.3secs ZAMMITAUTO 

MARINE LTD. 
Testaferrata Street, Msida. 
Tel.33300!. 



UFFICCJU 
TAl- POSTA 

w 
MAL TA 

REPUBLIC OF MALTA 
20th ANNIVERSARY OF U.N. RESOLUTION ON THE 

PEACEFUL USE OF THE SEA-BED POSTAGE SET 
DATE OF ISSUE: 18 DECEMBER 1987 

Designed by SAL VU MALLIA 
The stamps are obtainable from the Ph ilatelic Bureau, General Post 

Office Malta, and from leading stamp dealers. 

20th ANNIVERSARY OF U.N. RESOLUTION ON THE 
PEACEFUL USE OF THE SEA-BED POSTAGE SET 

Please send me details of your Philatelic Bureau Services . 

Name . . .. _ .. . . _ . ..... . ..... . . . . ......... . . --- - ... _ . . .. . . .. . 

Address . . .. ... . .. . . . . ... . . ... __ ... .. . _ .. . . .. _ . . .... . - . . . ... . 

PHILATELIC BUREAU , GENERAL POST OFFICE, VALLETTA, MALTA 

(Telephone: 224421 - Cables: Postgen Malta - Telex : I 100 MOD ML T MT) 
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