
.. 

Anniversarji: 

lz-zjara tal-President tal-lstati Uniti tai-Amerika 
Franklyn D. Roosevelt 

Ajruport ta' Mal Luqa, 1-Erbgfla 8 ta' Dicembru, 1943 

Hekk kif il-President tal-Istati Uniti 
tal-Amerika Franklin D. Roosevelt telaq 
mill-villa fejn kien qieghed joqghod waqt 
il-Konferenza tal-Kajr (Egittu) ftit wara 
s-seba' u nofs ta ' filghodu tal-Erbgha, 8 ta' 
Ditembtu 1943, inghata s-salut mis-Second 
Battalion , Consolidated Guards. L-ajruplan 
Douglas C-54 Skymaster tal-Qawwa 
tal-Ajru Amerikana (USAAF) kien qed 
jistennih fil-rnitjar ta' El Aouina rninn fejn 
telaq fit-tmienja u disa' minuti lejn Malta. 
Fuq dan 1-ajruplan, rninbarra Roosevelt, kien 
hemm delegazzjoni mdaqqsa maghmula 
rninn Harry L. Hopkins , William D. Leahy, 
il-General Dwight D. Eisenhower, il­
Logutenent General Spaatz, Wilson Brown, 
Ross T. Mcintire , il-General Edwin M. 
Watson, il-Maggur General Bedell Smith, 
il-Maggur John Boettiger, il-Logutenent 
Kmandant Fox, il-Logutenent Rigdon , is­
Surgent Robert Hopkins, u 1-Agenti tas­
Servizz Sigriet Reilly, Spaman, Beary, 
Behn u Fredericks. Id-DC-54 kien eskortat 
rninn tnax-il Lockheed P-38 Lightning li 
maghhom inghaqdu madwar tmien Spitfires 
rninn Malta hekk kif beda joqrob lejn il-
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Gzira taghna. 1 

L-ajruplan tal-President Amerikan dahal 
fil-mitjar ta' Mal Luqa rnin-naha ta ' Wied 
il-Knejjes fejn nizel ezattament fl -ghaxra 
nieqes ghaxra. Ta' min isemrni li tnizzel 
b'hila kbira rnill-bdot, il-Maggur Bryan, 
rninghajr 1-uzu tal-flaps minhabba hsara 
teknika, imma tista' tghid li hadd hlief il­
kru tekniku rna sar jaf b'dan. Hekk kif ic­
C-54 waqaff'postu, tela' fuq 1-ajruplan biex 
jilqghu 1-Gvernatur u Kmandant ta' Malta 
Lord Gort. 2 Roosevelt , li kien paralitiku 
rninhabba li kienethakmitu 1-marda tal-polio 
fl-1921 (fl-eta ta' 39 sena), tnizzel rninn fuq 
1-ajruplan f'siggu tar-roti u tpogga f'Willis 
Jeep3 li rninn fuqha spezzjona Gwardja tal­
Unur iffurmata rnir-Regiment tar-Royal Air 
Force u stakkament ta' Marines tar-Royal 
Navy, waqt li ttellghet il-bandiera tal-Istati 
Uniti; din kienet 1-ewwel okkazjoni fejn 
l-iStars and Stripes qatt perpret fil-Gzejjer 
Maltin.4 

Wara li Lord Gort ipprezenta nurnru ta' 
ufficjali u personalitajiet gholjin - fosthom 
l-Air Vice-Marshal Sir Kenneth Rodney. 
Park u 1-Monsinjur Mikiel Gonzi f'i sem 



.~ 

l-Arcisqof li kien indispost - !ill-President 
Amerikan, Roosevelt qara diskors biex 
jaghti gieh lil Malta u Iill-Maltin tal-qlubija 
taghhom fil-glieda ghall-liberta. 5 Ta ' 
min jiriproduci d-diskors kollu til-forma 
originali biex ikun jista' jigi apprezzat ahjar: 

"Lord Gort, officers and men, good 
people of Malta: 

Nearly a year ago the Prime Minister 
and I were in Casablanca - shortly after the 
landings by British and American troops 
in North Africa - and at that time I told the 
Prime Minister some day we would control 
once more the whole of the Mediterranean 
and that I would go to Malta. 

For many months I have wanted on 
behalf of the American people to pay some 
little tribute to this island and to all of its 
people - civil and military - who during 
these years have contributed so much to 
democracy, not just here but all over the 
civilized world. And so, at last I have been 
able to come. At last I have been able to 
see something of your historic land. I wish 

I could stay but I have many things to do. 
May I tell you though that during these past 
three weeks the Prime Minister and I feel 
that we two have struck strong blows for the 
future of the human race. 

And so, in this simple way, I am taking 
the opportunity to do what all the American 
people would like to join me in doing. I have 
here a little token - a scroll, a citation -from 
the President of the United States, speaking 
in behalf of all the people of the United 
States. And may I read it to you: 

" In the name of the people of the United 
States of America, I salute the Island of 
Malta, its people and defenders, who, in the 
cause of freedom and justice and decency 
throughout the world, have rendered 
valorous service jar above and beyond the 
call of duty. 

"Under repeated fire from the skies, 
Malta stood alone, but unafraid in the 
center of the sea, one tiny bright flame in the 
darkness - a beacon of hope for the clearer 
days which have come. 



li-P resident tal-lstati Uniti tai-Amerika, Franklin D. Roosevelt, til-Willis Jeep flit wara li wasal bl-ajruplan f'Malta. 
Fuq il-lemin tidher ir-rampa li minn fuq 1-ajruplan intuzat biex ii-President tnizzel fuq siggu tar-roti. 

11-Willis Jeep kiemit modifikata apposta biex tkun tista ' tintuza mill-President Roosevelt, 
specjalment dak il-poggaman biex ikun jista' jzomm miegliu . Ta' min jinnota 1-isem 'Husky' fuq il-bonnet tal-Jeep, 

Din ii-Jeep ilium tinsab fii-Muzew tai-Gwerra , Sant'lermu, 1-Belt Valletta 



11-President jispezzjona Gwardja tai-Unur iffurmata minn suldati Mallin. .. 
Bilqegflda ezatt warajh hemm ii-Gvernatur ta' Malta Lord Gort 

Stakkament ta' Royal Marines jaglitu s-salut liii-Presient Amerikan 



"Malta's bright story of human fortitude 
and courage will be read by posterity with 
wonder and with gratitude through all the 
ages. 

"What was done in this Island maintains 
the highest traditions of gallant men and 
women who from the beginning of time have 
lived and died to preserve civilization for all 
mankind. "Dated December 7, 1943 . 

Signed FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT." 
I have signed it at the bottom and I wrote 

on it not today but yesterday, December 7, 
because that was the second anniversary 
of the entry into the war of the American 
people. We will proceed until that war is 
won and more than that, we will stand 
shoulder to shoulder with the British Empire 
and our other allies in making it a victory 
worthwhile ." 6 

Appena !-President sp1cca d-diskors 
tieghu, il-Maggur John Boettiger (tabib 
personali tal-President) ipprezenta 1-Iskroll 
bic-Citazzjoni ta' Gieh lil Lord Gort. Min­
naha tieghu il-Gvernatur ta' Malta irrisponda 

.. fil-qasir bi kliem ta' ringrazzjament ghad­
diskors tal-President Amerikan. 7 Skont il­
protokoll maqbul minn qabel, ic-cermonja 
kellha ssir kollha kemm hi fil-mitjar ta' 
Mal Luqa u tintemm hemm, biex Roosevelt 
jerga' jirkeb 1-ajruplan u jitlaq. Imma 
minhabba 1-hsara ft-ajruplan kien hemm 
bzonn li jittardja t-tluq b'madwar siegha sa 
kemm jissewwa 1-impjant tal-hydraulics li 
jhaddem il-fiaps. 

Kien ghalhekk li Lord Gort stieden 
lil Roosevelt biex, jiehdu jara xi nhawi 
ta' Malta fil-karozza tieghu. Fost 1-aktar 
postijiet milquta hazin mill-attakki tal­
ghadu kien hemm iz-zona ta' madwar 
it-Tarzna tal-Ammiraljat, u li f'dak iz­
zmien kienet ghadha xiehda tat-tbatija u 
s-sagrificcju tal-poplu Malti. Il-President 
Amerikan ghadda mill-Marsa, Rahal Gdid, 
Maz-Zabbar, Rikazli, Kalkara, Birgu, 1-Isla 

u Bormla.8 Wara ftit aktar minn siegha, 
il-President Roosevelt irritorna fil-mitjar 
f'_nofsinhar nieqes kwart. Kien ghad rna 
ntemmx ix-xoghol ta' tiswija, u ghalhekk 
il-President ippranza fuq 1-ajruplan sakemm 
kollox kien lest biex jitlaq. Il-kumplament 
tad-delegazzjoni telghu burna wkoll biex 
fis -siegha u ghaxar min uti ta' wara nofsinhar 
ie-C-54 nqata' minn fuq ir-runway fi triqtu 
lejn Castelvetrano fi Sqallija. 

Ta' min jghid xi haga fuq 1-iskroll 
innifsu, ghax kien rigal veranient originali. 
F'Awissu tal-1943, habib personali tal­
President Roosevelt, is-Sur Thayer 
Lindsley, issuggerixxa li Malta tinghata 
!-Congressional Medal of Honour waqt 
iz-zjara li !-President kellu ppjanata ghal 
Dicembru tal-istess sena. I:Zda 1-ligijiet 
Amerikani rna kienux jippermettu dal­
gest u ghalhekk minftok intalab li skroll 
ta' 16-il pulzier b'erbgha u ghoxrin pulzier 
jigi mahdum ft-Istamperija tal-Gvern 
f'Washington D.C. li minbarra 1-armi tal­
Istati Uniti , 1-Ingilterra u ta' Malta ikun 
iddekorata kif xieraq? 

Id-Direttur tal-Istamperija tal-Gvern , 
Frank Mortimer, ha 1-inkarigu personali 
specjalment biex tinzamm is-segretezza. 
Xoghol fuq 1-iskroll nbeda fit-18 ta' 
Novembru 1943 u sar kollu bl-idejn 
fuq parcmina mahduma minn gild tan­
naghag b 'ittri 'Gothic', minbarra 1-ewwel 
paragrafu li kien b 'ittri 'Roman' . Inhadem 
gwarnic minn injam tal-gewz u kaxxa biex 
tiddahhal fiha u b'hekk tkun tista' tingarr 
minghajr hsara. Ix-xogbol kollu tlesta 
ft-24 ta' Novembru u twasslet il-White 
House hmistax-il minuta biss qabel il-hin 
miftiehem! 10 

Lord Gort talab permess minghand il­
President Roosevelt biex fuq il-hajt tal­
Palazz li jaghii ghal fuq Pjazza San Gorg 
titwahhal riproduzzjoni tal-iskroll b'ittri 
tal-bronz fuq plakka tal-irham "bhala 
monument permanenti ta' din 1-okkazjoni 



Ezatt wara 1-ispezzjoni tal-gwardja tal-unur ii-President Amerikan gliamel diskors qasir li fih qara c-Citazzjoni ta' 
Gieli li mbagliad ipprezenta liii-Poplu Malti. Dan ir-ritratt juri din il-parcmina ddekorata bil-gwarnic tal-in jam 

tal-gewz fuq ix-xellug u 1-gliatu bi-Arma ta' Malta fuq il-lemin li jservi ta' gliatu 

unika." 11 Din ghadha hemm sa1-1um u 
tista' tghid li ku1jum tara turisti jehdu1ha 
r-ritratti , flirnkien maz-zewg irhamiet 1.ohra 

.. li jfakkru 1-Indipendenza ta' Malta fl-1964 u 
r-Repubblika ta' Malta fl-1974. · 

Din 1-okkazjoni tfakkret ukoll bi1-hrug ta' 
bolla mill-Posta Generali ta' Malta fl-1956. 
Din tirriproduci 1-Iskroll fuq in-naha ta1-
1emin, wicc ir-Regina E1izabetta II fuq ix­
xellug u ggib il-va1ur ta' erba' soldi u nofs. 
Isfe1 nett hemm il-kelma 'Malta' li ghandha 
s-salib ta' tmien ponot fuq ix-xellug taghha 
u 1-George Cross fuq il-1emin. 
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