i Gharel u ir-Kahhal

Uiched gharef, jifhem bosta fil cuiecheb (ighid-
ulu astronomu) u jithem hatna ucoll f’is-shib u ir-
rjieh, tilet triektu hua u sejjer minn rahal ghall
ielior, u resak jistaksi lil uviehed rahhél i chien
kieghed ghad-dell ta sigra jindocra il merhla.

“Tista tghidli, habib, mnejn nghaddi biex im-
mur f’ekreb rahal 2

“Tingdb daks hamest imjiel bghid; izda, kabel
tilhak tasal, tixxarrab ta ragel!”

Il gharef thissem jidhac, ghax ma deherlux li
ix-xita mdendla. Sék iz-ziemel lejn fejn kallu dac
irarahhal u telak.

Daks nofs-it-triek, is-shiab suiled f’dakka uahda
u l’ilma beda niezel bil kliel. Dac il gharef, dahal
jistchenn f’euuel razzet i sib, mxarrab xraba.

Malli sebah, réga 'ura ifittex ir-ralihal, ghax
ried jaf minn ghandu chif ntebah H ix-xita mden-
dla.

“Ngtiidlec,” uiegbu ir-rahhal ; “izda, kabel xejn,
neuuilli ukitejn.”

Il gharef, 1i ghalih it-taghlim bosta akua minn
senduka flds, tah Pukitejn minnufih u dlone ir-rah-
hal, chif dahhal t’butu il flis, kallu:

“Hares I’hin, ked taraha dic in-naghga is-seuda,
ui¢cha abjad? Is-séma jista icun safi chemm tridu;
izda, jece dic in-naghga tahbat tferfer denbha il
fuk, ix-xita tcun vaslet. Intutistaksini mnejn tghaddi,
rajtha tferfer denbha lil dic in-naghga, u hece stajt
nghidlec li ghidtlec”

ALF., M. GALEA.
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Holom hil Frajjar

It Testment tal Barba




LIL DUN MARCELL DE VILLARS

Lilec jien ’nrodd il hajr, ja mahbub ghaziz ta
kalbi, Dun Marcell De Villars, Cappillan tal Ospizju il
chir ta Parigi, talli ghogboe tatini hjel ghalbiex in-
saunar dau’l grajja fil Isien taghna u ngibhom fil
Cotba, hece msejjhiin, tal Moeupisa taz-Zwrex, illi
jinsabu taht it-trigija ta’s-sur Fons Galia, u huma
tant mxerrdin u kglhedin jinkrau b’herka cbira minn
bosta nies ta art tuelidna u sa fl’ibljiet ta’x-xtut tal
Affrica u 'Gibilta.

Nitolboe haga, mnitma lé tichadhieli. Hallini,
jece joghgboe, dan in-nitfa xoghol inzejjnu b’ismec.

Mita ma tcunx mhbabbat zejjed, xtektec tabez
kabia sal Biblioteca ta Parigi, u tara issiblix hemm xi
haga ofira sabieha bhal din; trid? Nibka nafulec
ghall ghomri u Zmieni.

Nselli ghalic uisk u ghoddni dejjem

il habib tieghee
Dux Givs. Farrucia

Cappillan tal Manicomju

M alta, is-17 ta Luljua, 1909.
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Rakad bil guh, holom bil ftajjar.

Ghamn’euuel, i Sptar ta’x-Xjuh ta fil krib ta
Parigi, mjet wielied 1i chien ilu hemmece ghomor
ta bniedem. Dan chien dejjem isemmi fuk 1i hu mill
belt ta Marsilja, u jismu Peppi Sardu: chien uebbel
“Pmohhn, dan Vahbar, li ghandu 109 snin. Bejlec
ghajnec ininnn  ded ix-%ih, Alla jatib il genna,
chiecu cont tmerih u tghidlu i ma chellux Zmien
dakshece, ghax chien jahibat ghalic. J ahtieg nghidu,
izda, li ghalchemm ¢hien xih ghacca seuua, ma dan
collu chien jara daks soker: ma chellu ebda sinna
nieksas mill hausla, ma nghidu xeju, ghax dejjem
flaptitu gmielu u jiecol colma iresgkulu kuddiemu
is-Sorijiet tal Caritas <hin jimxi, tavah dritt xemgha,
ghédu izommha ; id>jh donnhom hadid, w daks
chemm chien jiflah, ighaggbec.

Ftixuixa )i darba chienet kamet fi Franza, huried
icun, u Dblis-sahlia tieghu, jece uielied General ma
bakax midrub u mejjet taht xita ta gebel f'nofs
dac ir-rvell; u fuk he ¢ tauh midalja, ghaliex tasseu
chienet tisthokklu bil jedd collu, ohall hila cbiva It
mar juri f’dic it-takbida.

Mita mjet, il gazzetti collha ta Parigi tchellinu
bosta fuku dan Iimbiere : ta xuejjah u sahansitra mar-
ru xandrulu ma collimcehien x’ghadda minn ghala hiaj-
jtu. Tzdag hitbu chemm chitbu, iadd minnhom ma
chien jaf seuuva ula x’jismu, ula chemm il sena
chellu, u inkas fejn tuieled!

Din li jismu Peppl Sardu kalaghha minn zniedu
minn mindn mar dahal suldat; a frzghozitu gratlu
bicea ta’d-dabc ta min jietibba, u in-nies ta Marsilja
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saliansitra ghadhom sa’llum isemmuha, actar milli
chiecu nghidu ahna haun Malta coltant nokoghdu
inharrfa il grajja ta Salva Coén — l'actar f’is-sajt
hdejn ir-ramla ta Birzebbugia gha’d-daul ta kamar.

Mela, habta uahda, mita chien suldat, messu xi
xahrejn ghassa, flimchien ma erbatax ohra shabu,
fil fortizza li hemm fi gzira zghejra jisimha Raton.
newn (kisuha xi daks Filfla darbtejn), li tigi krib
ix-xtit ta Marsilja, seuua seu paccéafront it-torri ta
It. * Ghodua uahda is-suldati telku lejn il belt ilcoll
biex jiehdu u igorru maghhom mill li-mhazen tal
cuartier il hazna tal ichel; fil fortizza ma halleux
ohajr uiehied biss i htieglu jibka ghassa u jindocra
il gzira. Dan il ghassies chien jismu Francoeur,
(tinkara Franchér), ragel actarx mdahhal £’i7-7zmien.

Chif chien hemmece uahdu, tobsru katt x’ghamel?
Htar lilu in-nifsu, minn jeddu, is-sultan tal gzira
Ratonneau.

X'hin, mbaghd, shabu regghu marru u telghu
it-teloha tal fortizza, bakghu nexfin bil ghageb,
ghax fejn katt holmu illi il pont sejjrin isibuh
mtallagh u il bieb wmaghluk u mbarrdt minn geuua!

Lil sehibhom 1i baka’ ghassa, telku isejjliula
uahda f’uahda, u daks chemm ghajtulu hassru gar-
gejhom u nhannku: ixxabbtu jittauulu ghall go’l
handak ta ma tal it-trun deri t’isfel; il glasis daruh
collu rokeha rokgha: sakajjhom hassruhom bil giri u
Wit-tixbit il hinn u haun, biex chiecu jarau jilmhuhx

* Fuk il gZejjer ta Ratonneaw (tinkara Ratonno)
w ta I, wghiduleom xi chelmtejn fahhar ta dan il ctieb.
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ifigg u jinkala minn x’imchien; sa fl’ahhar, deher
ghall gharrieda bniedem uiekaf fuk is-suar!

Ghall euuel, chemm chemm gharfuh mhabba is-
stira chif chien liebes. Chien Francoeur; u fuk il
mirjun mixdud f'rasu la-genba, chellu marbuta kat-
ta rix tal pagun; sidru micsi sa nofsu b’hafna intie-
tex homor u xi zeug b-ejjec frenia safra tilma ad-
do¢e s u flidejh ix-x@bla misluta !

Habtu ilumuh ghax chienu gejjin  gharkanin
xriba ; teazau bih ghall ahhar; xi tnejn minnhom
cajtieri, kabdu jidheu ucoll; is-surgent, b’gheddumu sa
Part, habtu jitilghulu, u fil hin beéda ixenghel
ghonku, iberrak ghajnejkh u jonfoh daks barri...
Tida, malli il dan Francoeur kalulu biex ifittex jinzel
jifthilhom, heddidhom bl'icrah, u it-tuegiba tieghu
chienet din :

“Haunhece intom ma ghandcomx x’taksmu izjed!
Ergghu erlinlha minn fejn gejtu bla deumjen ta xejn;
irchu fis id-dghajsa bil kalb- it-tajjba, u tindinu jecc
tersku izjed lejn din in-naha. Jecc biss titniffsu u
tghiduli nofs ta chelma ohra, afli iggaghluni nagh-
mel in-nAr fukcom. Jiena hu issa is-sultan ta din il
gzira ta Ratonneau!”

U tracu b’hejja cbira daunar ghall tukhom uie-
bhed mill canuni ta fuk li-suar.

L’imsejchen chien tilef rasu t'dakka uahda!
Zeghlu bih chemm felfiu, habircu chemm setghu biex
chiecu idanrruh minn daue il fehmjiet ta gennu: gham-
lu sahiansitra ta b'ir-ruhhom illi iridu jokoghdu ghalli
fetillu hu, billi telku icapepu idejjhom u ighajjtu,
ghal taparsi ferhanin: “Offja ghalil is-sultan Bran-
coeur, Uewuel wiched ta dana Uisem! Lilu il gieh u



= 30 e

il fohrija : sahha w mitt sena ghomor !”" Tmma, ix-
xuejjali bombardier, 1i 2zmien kabel chien tkaghbad u
issdra b'ir-rgulija fil guerer ta Franza mal Germa-
nja, baka uiekaf bhal stuiel hemm fuk is-sr, min-
ghajr ma tharrec u inkas tniffes izjed.

It-tuila u il kasira, actar uebbes rasu u hadd
ma satagh idanuru; v m’hux biss ma riedx jifthilhom
il bieb; izda, minn tuk, biex il bicca taghkad seaua u
b’camplament ta ’erbgha rbghajja,'erhilu jakbad ftila
mixghula, jiersak lejn canun u jurihom x’inhi fehim-
tu: bhallichiecu ried ifissrilhom illi avvolja huma
jaghmin x’jaghmlu u jahbtu ghalih b'in-nar ma
hux, bans, sejjer jibza, u inkas ma bilisiebu iser-
rahfiom nifs.

L’erbatax il uiehed chemm chienu, uvara li
jtiehinu xi haga bejniethom, regohu marru lejn Marsil-
ja; u hemm, f’chemm trodd salib, xterdet ix-xnieglia
ta cohma grathom is-suldati tal gzira.

Bilgri bilgri, m’ix-xatt ta Marsilja, katgha sul-
dati ohra geu mibghutin fuk dghajjes char, halli
jarau jistghughx jinilu fuk Part ta dic is-saltna il
gdida. Imma, ghalxejn habtu reskin, il ghaliex fiteg-
ilhom b’inchejja taghhom infushom jitbeghdu hin
bla uakt winn xfir dic il gzira !

Francoeur jigri gharkan fuk is-suar, minn hdejun
canun ghall ielior, minn go lamberiuna ghall ohra,
rama ivenven u iuvaddab ghall fuk id-dghajjes xita
ta balal, hecec-illi thicemu u tuer’uru ileoll; fettxeu
kadfu bghid chemm felliu isa isa, u ran chif gham-
la u dabbru rashom. Bakghu li ghandhom idauuru
il gzira b’is-suldati minn collimehien: xort’ohra ma
jaghmlu xejn u jibka f’ui¢chom !




Geuua il fortizza inzerta chien hemm xi Zeug
mghozjiet; bil halib taghhom pixca u gahgah chif
sata ghall xi jumejn, dan is-sultan tal gzira: izda,
mbehad, uwara ftit, mdejjak u mxabba sa’'mniehru
minn dic il hajja, beda jittallab xi lokma hobz is-
sajjeda li chienu mdorrijin jigu jitfghu il ghazel
u il conzijiet taghhom in-naha tal gzira. Hua hedd-
idhom li ghandu igharrakhom bil balal chemm il
darba ma ineuululux x’jecol: u hece ernexxielu gmie-
lu jiddobba u jicseb minn ghandhom, hobz, imbit, u
xi ftit gobon ; uerhilu italla’ collox go geulak marbut
b’habel 1i chien idendilulhom minn fuk is-str i niezel
riegla comb u jati ghall bahar.

Din il gaiiba tatu x’jahseb uisk lil Curunel ta’r-
rigment, u nisthajjlu chien kieghed fuk ix-xuiec.
Chemin sejjrin idumu hece ! htegilhom jarau x’jagh-
mlu mill actar {is.

Uara ftit, is-sindcu de Villars, malli gharrfuh
b’colma gara, gaghalhom jahbtu bil-lejl ghall for-
tizza u jirbhinha b’is-seuna jeu b’id-dneuua, chif
ucol il dac I'imsejchen ta mignun isibulu tarfu issa
kabel mbaghd.

Brbgha-mitt artilljer, t’lejla mudlama ta’x-xahar
ta Settembru, nizlu habta u sabta fuk il gzira, u sabu
ruhhom ui¢é imb-ui¢e kuddiem is-sultan Francoeur,
fil wakt i dan bi mnara mixghula f’idu chien kie-
ghed fxatt il plajja jaghmel ir-ronda u jiftakad
art saltnatu.

“Min hu riesak Uhinnhece 2 ghajjat hu b’chemm
ghandu sahfia u mnejn, x’hin hass il mixi ta haf-
na zraben, f'dac id-dlam éappa.

Ghall din il mistoksija tieghu, tuegiba ohra dan
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Pimsejchen ma chellux ghajr tfakkiegha ta tletin
tir ta xcubetta t’dakka, gha'n-naha ta fejn chien
icerches hu; uakt 1i uiehed fizzial, hecda chif resak
lejh, gaghlu jierhi ruhu f’idejhom u ighodd ruhiu
mirbuh, bla ma jokghod jisserdec ebda dakxejn.

¢« U il briekex aljotta !” haun kabez kil jitniehed
is-sultan ta Ratonueau; “maghmulba tieghi!... hece
chellu icun !”... Billi hu nzerta dac il hin ida f’idu
u ma chellu ebda haga fuku biex jissielet maghhom
u jilka ruhu, htieglu b’inchejja tieghu jistkarr ic-
¢ocon u ix-xejn minn tieghu; u minn hatna tikjim 1i
chellu, safa’ b’xiber mnieher! :

Hu ma ¢ahadx i m’hux mirbuh, galadarba il cot-
ra taghleb is-salifia; imma, f’is-siegha u’l hin talab illi
jatuh H hakku, ghax deherluil fohrija tal guerra lilu
tmiss, peress li ma chellhom ebda jedd illi jonsbulu
ghall gharrieda u imiddu idejhom fuku chif marru
ghamlu minghajr ma fettxeu irkakit ; ghax li chiecu
chienu rgiel, chien imisshom kabel xejn issarau
mieghiu, jaghalbuh u jirbhuh bil ponta ta’s-sejt.

“Is-sultan ta Ratonneaun’ — ghajjat hu mbaghd
mitlut {’dghadiegha cbira—jierhi u jitlak is-setgha
tal hacma li ghandu t’idejh ; jinfatam minn coll gieh
u fohrija ta d'is-saltnas jitbaxxa minn jieddu kuddiem
ir-Rajjes setghéin ta Franza ; ikis ruhu Isir tiegha
u jokoghd ghalli ighidlu uw L igaghlu jaghmel.
Intom haunhecc tinsabu mibghotin m’is-sindeu de
Villars: jien u hu hbieb hobz u sicchina ; jien u hu
ningiebu shih; jien mieghu nchisser platt, ghax jien
u dac il hachem ilna midhla ta xulxin seuua, minn
ziien zemzem ; katt ma merejna uiehed il iefior;

3
u f’coll takbida, f’coll glieda li chella Franza, seu
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mal Germanizi, seu mal Prussiani, chif ucol, mal
Inglizi, jien u is-Sindeu kalbieni de Villars conn’na
dejjem kalb uwahda u niftichmu bhal Zeugt ahua.
Morru dlone ghidulu illi jiena ma behsibnix ner-
hi rulii f’idejn hafna nies ta kattaghni i b’surithom,
bil hfrsa u ic-ciera taghhom ibezighulec dinja; u
biex nurih u ngaghlu jithem li jien ma nibzaghx mill
babau, u inkas ma ghandi denbi taht il blata, ir-
ridu jatini is-sensja u ihallini ingorr mieghi il bar-
zacca u il pipa tieghi !”

Mita it-talba ta Francoeur uaslet t’uidnejn is-
Sindeu de Villars, dan ghoxa b’id-dahe, u ma kalx
le. Dan il mignen ta sultan li uaka’ pirgunier, jeu
biex nghid ahijar, rakad bil guh, holom bil ftajjar,
doun ii-zeug huejjeg —i¢-curniena u il pipa— zam-
mhom dejjem bhallichiecu tifchira ghaziza ; imma,
mbaghd, chellhom jiehduh il Manicomju ta Marsilja,
fejn dim zmien katih; u bosta hlejjak chienu ta
sicuit imorrulec dic il maura sa hemm halli jarauh.

In-nies ta Marsilja, uvara li issimbleu bih, dah-
hluh f’kalbhom u habbeub lil dan is-sultan ta Raton-
neau; ismu, dic il habta, chien t’il-lsien colhadd: col-
hadd jithaddet fuku; colhadd jixtiek ehiecu jarah
mkar darba uahda !

U mita uasal ghal meut, u sahansitra ruhu
hierga u collox, il barzacca u il pipa tieghu, Francoeur
riedhom ma genbu, bhala zeug tifchirjiet gheziez ta
mita ghamilha ta sultan ghal daue il gimghatejn,
bhal dac i kallu, xeuktu kataghha Iicun Sultan !

e



Tttra Fil Dun Giusepp Farrugia

Paris, Jeudi 5 Awit 1909
Mon cher Don Joseph,

Jai regu le manuscrit que vous avez ew la bonté
de m’envoyer le 17 Juillet. Je Uai fait voir a quelques
amis qui connaissent les langues orientales (et por consé-
quent le Maltais), et aprés Uavoir lue, ils m’ont dit
que vous derivies trés bien et trés é légamment. Je vous
remercie de tout ceur! .

Mes sinceres salutations et remerciments
Votre (Lﬁécti(mmé
Dox MaRrcCEL DE VILLARS
Curé de U Asile des Aliénés
Don JoserH FARRUGIA
Curé de U Asile des Aliénés
Malte

Brirn mauri
Minn Parigi Nhar il Hamis il 5 ta Awwissu 1909
Ghaziz mahbub tieghi, Dun Giwsepp,

Jien wasatli il otieb Wi int bghattli, u li ghogboc
izzefjnu bismi. Lil i hbieb ghorrief mghallmin fil
Isien li bih jithaddtu in-nies ta’n-naha tal Lwant, %
ghalhece il Malte jaful tajjeb, wrejthom dan iw-zoghol lv
int ctibt: w @’hin krawh, kaluli li hu makdum sabieh
chif ghandu icun.

Nizzie-hajr bkalbi  collha, wakt i mselli ghalic
hafna.

Ghoddni dejjem il habib tieghec
Dox Marcepl DE VILLARS
Cappilan tal Manicomju




{t-Testment tal Barba

Jiena nat uielied barba...
Biex niftiehmu seuua mill euuel: sa biex teun bar-
ba, trid icolloc ulied hutec; u jece tinzerta fkir
daks Gobb, jeu imkar uiehed mill hafna hobina ta
coljum, msejchen int! ghax hadd minnhom ma jafec,
jatuc il genb, iuarrbuc, jisthu ighidu i jigu min-
nec, u ma tarax ghajr ¢uieri u gdiedem sal art.

Imma, il barba li semmejtilcom, barra milli hu
cghazeb u xuxtu kotna, u mdahhal {’iz-zmien, flis
ghandu imre-cnin b’ir-radam ucoll. Krabatu hsieb-
hom dejjem fih, u x’ghidd imisshom co)l uiehed, minn
gidu. Ulied hutu, 1i huma ¢orma, jisthajjlu ruielihom
bhallichiecu uliedu, u hasbu u collox, bejn uiehed

u iehor, chemm ghdd jirtu minnu : mohtiom ihabbat
u lghiabhom niezel biex ifittxu jistaghneu. Dejjem jit-
haddtu tuk il barba, fil-lsienhom m’hux ghajr il barba;
jisthargule » id-drauuijiet u Pghauvejjed tieghu b’her-
ka cbira ; coll matla xemx, iridu jafu x’ghadda minn
zniedu ; u jindehsu ta sicuit ma’t-tabib ta’d-dar.

Tt-tabib, malli jiltakghu mieghu, iuakkfuh dic
is-siegha u dlone jistharrguh x’ahbarijiet ghandu
fuk il barba, ghax huma ighozzuh bla kjes, eghnilli!

“Tassew li ghandu hausle tajjba w sahiha ta lun 2
(erhilhom jistaksu). “Milli jidher, karibna ghdd dtau-
wal w ma bihsibux tuelli ghall issa, tabib.”

“Le-zjul, ghadma tajjba,” (iuegibhom dan), hajjét
dr-ruli ; igahgah w igannat gmieln.”

X’ma irahfimuelux Dit-tabib bl’ohla  turija ta
kalbhom, talli dan b’gherfu u bi thabricu kieghed
jibzaghlu ghal sahttu 1il barbithom !... Imma, fli
stess hin, xi lixcata jitfugha ucoll minn taht il talit;




bhall dac i kallu, 'it-tabib irvidu ifehmuh illi it-
tizzija ta hajr lejh teun fiha actar x’issarrat malli
il barba jigi biex jaghlak ghainejh, u b’rihet hece,
colliadd ibill grieimu, ttit jeu uisk!

Daun P'imberchin ta kraba coll-x’hin jiftacru li
ohid imisshom chemxa fiis senua mill uirt tal bar-
ba u ma dan collu ghal issa hadd minnhom ma jis-
ta jicseb dinjer, mur ara chemm tmasshin maghhom
u chif nhuma kghiedin fuk ix-xuje; u li chiecu jist-
ghu, jahbtu gha’d-dinja. Colhadd jaghmilhom ghonja;
iridu chiecu jidhlu x’imehien jeu jakbdu taht idej-
jhom xi xoghol... izda, dic is-siegha jiscartauhom
peress li hemm min hu izjed fkir minnhom: jitghad-
deu razzet il-gid peress i hemm il barba f’in-nofs.
Dan barra milli il uirt jista habta u sabta jostor u im-
ur ma’r-rifi, ghax, ¢ds, gen vaktjiet, bhalma ighidu Ii
rih ta siegha inaddaf kieglia !

*
% %

Hadd ma jit x’ghid jista jigri il kuddiem! U
billi il barba ghazeb u xieref m’iz-zmien, b’daks-
hec: ?... Jece irabbi xi ndmra, jeu jidliollu xi fellus go
mofitiu I'irid jitgharras ? jece ghandu xi djun u ma
jaf bihom hadd? jece kieghed ihallas x’imghaxijiet?
jece ghandu xi tiepis ma tel huienet ?...

Eh! li chien uiehed jista jarah dan it-testment
tal barba, u jara x’inhuma il fehmjiet tieghu!

Chif ighix dan 'imbierec ta barba? Il min ghan-
du miegha id-dar biex isajjarlu dac il buccun tisjir?
Bi¢tejn thuejjeg, min jahsilhomla ? Is-sahra chif
ighaddieha ? filohaxijiet, fejn imdorri imur?

Daun huma, iva, il mistoksijiet li jaghmlu ad-
doc¢e il uerrieta. b’tant herka. U ghalhece erhilhom
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icattru ghal ghandu iz-ziarat sicuit ; ma jierhuhx nifs!
Il ghadba hteuuhielu gejjin u sejjrin, iharsu bl'icrah
lejn colmin hu midhla tieghu u habibu tal kalb.

“Ma drridue ahna chicow idejjkuh,” (tismaghhom
ighidulec) “ahjar <halluh: tferfira ta xejn, gha’s-snin
li ghandu, tista tbaghtu il kabar!”

Trid tismaghhom il kraba irahhmulu coll mita
jehslu jintakghu x’imchien mal barba jeu joholmu bil
nirt tieghu :

¢“X’hemm, barb,... chemm conn’na nixtieku no-
koghdu fejn nilhikuc! li cont tif chemm nhobbue! dej-
jem nsemmue! Eh! i ma conn’niex nghammru il
bghid, u imhabbtin chif ahna b’merhla tfal, chit
conn’na nduru bic, nakdue bil kalb u nzommue fuk
ui¢e idejnal... chemm conn’na nibzghulec actar ghall
huejjgec... il barranin, jahlu jafu! Barb, emminn’na,
dejjem Tisiebna fic. Issa ma thossoex tithenna, x’hin
tarac mdauuar b’dil gliba kraba—— bnjet u subjen,
nofs gharajjes — ileoll ihobbue bhal bi¢céa minn kalb-
hom. It-tama taghna fie, barb; alseb fina, hadd ma
ghandu il jedd hliefna, ghax ahna I’ekreb u I’ghezez
li ghandec.”

Min jaf il barba it-testment chif ghamlu? Eh!
dauc il gibbieda nies i chienu jisteghiu jarau x’fih
mictub ? Li chienet taslilhom Pahbér illi il barba
tatu takliba u nbaram ghall gharrieda, eh! x'fatta
imorru igherfxu f’is-senduka, u b’liema herka ikallbu
u ighauuru sal inkas rocena, jecc ma jakilghux ucoll
ic-cangaturi u joborxu il gir mill hitan!!...

Coll uielied mill kraba, mbaghad, jidhirlu illi il
barba ghandu ihallilu xi haga actar mill ohrajn.
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“Ghaliex ilcoll ghad imissna daksinsen? M’hux
jien, jeuuilla, Iizjed fkir? Ma ghandix mevhla tfal il
min nitma u nrabbi? Ma hux seuua, le, jece il uirt
tal barba jittiehed ishma ishwa, uielied bhal iehor!”

Dan il flien jaghmillee iljeli shah ma jorkodx;
colfejn icun, Pactar mbaghd fuk il-lantijiet ta’x-xo-
ghol, dejjem mohhu iredden fuk it-testment tal bar-
ba. Coll lejia arah sejjer ghandu iralihamlu u ineu-
uah kuddiemu addo¢e, bhallichiecu irid ifissirlu:
“Barb, m’hux bizzejjed ghixt? igri tmut halli nirtuc
u nixxalau ftit minn fuk spalleje.”” Imma, il barba
jielin collox b’is-sabar u jidhac go kalbu, uwakt illi il
uerrjet ittih kalbu jahtfu minn griezmu u johonku!
U ta chemm icunu izzattu u tkajmu f’ohomorhom, ta
chemm icunu taub il genb u katt ma hérsu lejn bie-
bu f’eoll ghors i chellhom, ta chemm uisk drabi
halleuh jixxennak bla ma neuululu dakxejn coccos-
bombos, u issa li geu bzonnu ma humiex ghajr jittir-
zentaulu mohhu, il barba icompli jidhiac bihom sabieh
sabieh, u jaghmel hece: ihalli collox lil xi Sptir
tal fokra jeu tal ltiema; it-testment ghandu jinfetah
gheluk ix-xahar I'imut, sabiex icollbom Zmien biz-
zejjed halli jibeu vara li icheffnuh.

“Tmur tobsor ghalih, il barba? Harigna ileoll
mill uirt: inkas hallielna hakk bauxata San-Paul-il-
Bahar! Basta bchejna tant uara tebutu huma-u-sejj-
rin bih biex jidfnuh! Mexxiena minn imnelhirna u
temaghna ir-ross bil labra...”

[72da, b’dakshece tahseb li tibkeghlhom xoghfa?
katt temmen : halli jinkala’ xi barba iehor, biex tara
chif jakbdu il ghanja mill gdid!
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