
Malta Hilton Hotel, kindly granted by the Management of the Malta Hilton, if 
it was won by an overseas participant, and for the three consolation prizes of a 
De-Luxe Stock-book, kindly donated by Messrs. Emmanuel Said of Valletta, 
took place. Miss Daisy Formosa, a very active founder member of the Society 
was asked to draw the lots, which went to the following lucky winners, all 
ladies:-

The Big Prize of the Air ticket went to Mrs. Mary Galea of Sliema, while 
the 3 De Luxe Stock Books went, one each, to Mrs. Margaret Saetta, of Sliema; 
Miss Nadia Scerri of Rabat, Malta and Mrs. Rosa Borg of Sliema. . 

Before bringing the Meeting to its close, Dr. Mercieca congratulated the 
lucky winners and thanked Air-Malta and the Malta Hilton for their kindness in 
donating the 'Big Prize, the firm Emmanuel Said for giving the three De Luxe 
Stock Books, the firms which had advertised on the Voting Brochure and last 
but, not by any means, least, Mr. Vincent Mercieca, Dr. Alfred Bonnici and 
Mr. God win Said, composing the Organising Committee, who were responsible 
for the organization and the holding of the competition. 

An unrecorded Postage Paid handstamp? 
By Dr. Giovanni Bonello 

Two 'negative' postage paid handstamps have already been recorded: the 
one farthing circle (PPV4 -la) and the one farthing oval (PPV4 -lb). These are 
referred to as 'negative'; differently from other handstamps, white lettering 
appears on a black background. As the handstarnps have no date, their period of 
use is difficult to establish: they are usually found on undated wrappers or 
covers. The Malta Study Circle handbook dates them 1924- 1925, but they were 
still in use in 1928. 

I am here recording a third one: a halfpenny Postage Paid in an oval 
upright. This has the same measurements as the farthing ones (3 ems diameter) 
and I do not exclude that it is the same as the farthing one with the central oval 
substituted. The ones I have seen are in red a date around 1951. I propose to list 
this handstamp as PP Yz- le. 

The illustration at page 367 of the Handbook shows dots between 'Malta' 
and 'Postage Paid'. The items I have seen show stars. This either means that 
there may have been two hands tamps or, more probably, that the stars were 
misinterprf:ted as dots owing to the frequent smudginess of the impressions. 

PPY4 -la PP V<! -lb PPY2 -le 


