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An invoice issued on the 2nd May 1813 by Gio Battista Agius, Commissioner of
Health, to Capt Ant Bonifacio the Captain of the British Brigantine San
NICOLA, for the 13 days she was in quarantine (20th April - 2nd May 1813)
and other expenses in connection with Quarantine.



Well Done Minister.

I would like to congratulate The
Hon. Minister Mr. Wistin Abela for
having withdrawn clause 99.04 in
the Committee stage of the Bill

amending the Import Duty Act 1976.

The proposed clause was going to
impose duty on postage, revenue and
similar stamps (including stamp
postmark and franked envelopes,
letter-cards and the like) used,or
new issue in the country to which
they are destined.”’

This clause if it had been
implemented would have harmed
Maltese Philately tremendously, as
it would have discouraged people
from taking up the hobby. New
blood is always encouraged and this
is one of the objectives of our
Society. Moreover most of Malta’s
Classical Philatelic material is
unfortunately in the hands of
foreign collectors, and this clause
would have defeated our aim to
attract such material back to Malta.
I thank the Hon. Minister on behalf
of the Philatelic Society, who not
only granted me a personal
interview at very short notice, but
withdrew the clause, and so the
position is back to what it was
before the publication of the Bill in
May.

The Guest Speaker at our May
meeting, which coincided with a
visit to Malta, by our colleagues
from the London ‘‘Malta’’ Study
Circle, was Dr. Agius Vadala
LL.D., who delighted us all by his
excellent research talk cum display
on Maltese engravings.

Dr. Agius Vadala should be
congratulated on his research, as he
managed to enlighten us all on the
method the Grand Master La
Vallette used during the Siege of
1565, to inform the Princes of
Europe what a formidable enemy he
was fighting, how the Siege was
progressing, and to exhort them to
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fighting such a fanatical enemy.
These letters were accompanied by
the illustrations, that formed the
basis of this talk, which were extre-
mely detailed. Research was done on
the messengers who risked their lives
by having to pass through enemy
lines and then cross over the
dangerous Malta channel to Sicily in
make shift boats.

Dr. Vadala not only traces by
name, date etc, these deliverymen
(Postman) of the period but goes
also into great detail about the phase
of the moon, and the dates of the in
and out going recorded letters.

The talk cum display was so well
received, that I was aproached by a
number of our members to
reproduce it in our Journal so.that
this excellent research would be in
the libraries of our local and foreign
members.

I sincerely hope that Dr. Agius
Vadala’s work will stimulate more
of our members to do other
research.

The March 1986 publication will
commemorate the 20th Anniversary
of our Society and I am planning a
Commemorative Issue of the PSM
Magazine.

I appeal to local and foreign
members to send me photos-
material of items in their possession
so that once again we will have a
publication which our Society will
be proud of.
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Siege Maps of Malta
Dr. M. Agius-Vadala, LL.D.

The Carriage of postal material in peacetime, (o and ftom a given place,
requires a considerable organizational effort and expense, which in wartime
necessarily increases a hundred-fold.

This was shown up in the 1565 Siege of Malta, when the problem arose of
how best to maintain communication with the outside World, in spite of the
besieging Turkish forces. This involved the carrying of despatches from Grand
Master La Vallette, closely beleaguered in the town of Birgu on the island of
Malta, to his Holiness the Pope and to other Monarchs in Europe who could
give him timely help, and of course carry back into the besieged town, their
respective replies. Accompanying these despatches were detailed sketches or
plans, since known as the Siege Maps of Malta, illustrating the constantly
changing scene in Malta and made necessary for effecting safe landings of relief
forces, and most especially for the raising of public opinion in Europe, in
Malta’s favour.

The purpose of this paper then, is to give detailed information on the
individuals who formed part and carried out this hazardous enterprise, the
kinds of sea craft they used, their points of departure and arrival, as well as the
time employed in the crossing and the state of the moon during such crossing
which presumably were made at night. All this I maintain can be said to be part
of the early Maltese postal services, even if carried out in times of emergency.

The original Siege Maps themselves so carried, have not survived, but this
paper also examines the methods used to effect their propagation in Europe as
well as the names of the Firms so employed.

Let me first of all explain that these maps did not at first appear in book
form. They were in factsold as separate sheets, which were in English known as
‘“‘broadsheets, and in Italian as ‘“‘Avvisi’’, or even as ‘‘Volantini’’, They were
nothing else than the forebears of today’s newspapers, and had the same
purpose -- that of spreading news of great events. Like today’s newspapers, they
as well were obviously very fragile, and after a few weeks of life, very few
survived. Those few of them, which had been bound together in book form, at
clients’ request, have however come down to us, but they are very few in
number, often called “‘Lafreri Atlases’’, from the publisher who had printed
them and bound them together. They are now, mostly, all jealously guarded in
Museums and Libraries, and are very rarely found in private hands. A common
distinct feature is that one Lafreri Atlas, is nearly always different from
another, as its contents depended from a particular client’s tastes and
requirements which were often different from those of another. This means in
practice that to make a study of these Siege Maps, it is first of all necessaary to
study each and every one of these collections, cataloguing their contents, as they
differ one from another. Then each had itself to be photographed and collated
with photographs of Maps from other collections, as what purported to be the
same map, very often had slight variations. The reasons for such variations
being that publishers were always anxious to print the most up to date version,
and so were continuously updating and changing their work, and indeed were
continuously proclaiming this in their work. Naturally this situation brought
about the fact that this research was a very laborious process indeed.



There are several reasons why so many Siege Maps were published. There is
no doubt that the Turkish peril represented head-line news to the
reading public of those days and the activities of the Turks in every campaigning
season, could directly involve and very often did involve an enormous number
of individuals and their families, stretching from Austria downwards to Italy,
and involving them and all those living on the littorals of the Mediterranean
Seas. The publishing houses were therefore cashing in on this situation, as they
were guaranteed of a vast reading public. They therefore made the most of it,
by publishing every bit of news, on every Turkish landing effected,
every attack, every Siege, every death of illustrious captain, every lifting of a
Siege, and obviously the final victory or defeat. Furthermore the Siege Maps
had an even larger reading public than that reached by a book or pamphlet, as
by their pictures they could appeal even to the illiterate public which was
obviously very far larger.

G.M. La Vallette was of course well aware of this situation. Also that to
obtain victory he had somehow to overcome the fear, the doubt and mainly the
lethargy of the Spanish and Papal Governments, who were of course all very
keen to help, but at the same time, were very afraid of making a false move, like
helping Malta, only later to find that the Turks had instead landed elsewhere,
perhaps even exposing their own coasts to attack. Against this natural
reluctance to move too quickly, La Vallette, in order, on the other hand, to get
help quickly, could of course, and did, launch constant and repeated appeals,
but in order to make these appeals more effective, he may have combined them
with these numerous Siege Maps, which are the subject of my talk. So with these
Siege Maps he hoped to raise public opinion in his favour and, once raised,
keeping it high all the time, till effective help could reach him. This tactic
seemed to have been very successful, as the Viceroys (there were two of them,
one in Naples and one in Sicily) had as a result all the time to answer to a constant
stream of enquires and offers of help from all the young, and not so young,
nobles keen to have a go at the Turks. The delays of King Philip the Second
were indeed well known and so G.M. La Vallette started sending out these
Appeals and probably these Maps as well, as soon as the Turkish fleet appeared
on our horizons, and kept the despatch of the appeals and maps going, right up
to the end of the Siege in September. As we have seen, no less than 36 seem to
have been despatched and there is no doubt, that these original 36, seemed to
have had a multiplier effect, as they were copied and pirated possibly without
the direct knowledge of the original publishers, so that the final number of
maps published may have reached a much higher figure.

Most of these Siege Maps are signed by the name of either their engraver or
of their publishers, who seem to have been three in number, namely: Antonio
Lafreri in Rome and Domenico Zenoi and Nicolo Nelli in Venice.

Antonio Lafreri was born in Burgundy; in the year 1512, but migrated to
Rome in 1540. Lafreri was both an engraver, as well as a printer and a
publisher. In his shop he made use of a large number of engravers, amongst
whom were Stefano du Perac, Nicold Beatrizet, Giambattista de’ Cavalieri,
Marcantonio Raimondi and many others.

Lafreri also stocked and sold maps issued by other cartographers and print-
sellers. He was the first to start binding collections of maps together. After the
year 1570, he started to make use of a special title page, for these collections.
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Pietro Paolo Palumbo of Novara (act. 1564-84) - a crude map of Malta Siege, dated the 4/8/1565. A very rare specimen indeed, full of mistakes and
imaginary incidents and corrections, but very eyecatching.



Wonderfully detailed map by Domenico Zenoi of Venice (f1.1552-69). The map is dated 1565 and shows sea assault on St. Angelo and Senglea Point with
relief force setting sail from Sicily.



This title page embodied the picture of the demi-god Atlas, carrying the World
on his shoulder. From this title-page there seems to have risen the custom of
calling such geographical collections by the name of Atlases. We owe no less
than eight Siege Maps to the Ant Lafreri publishing house. These were later
classified by Tooley in his numbers: 368, 360, 383, 384, 374, 361 and 362. A
further Lafreri map was not known to Tooley, but is to be found at Stuttgart’s

No. 85 and in B.M.K. 84.76/B.M. II. 2603.
Another six Siege Maps are known, all very rare though rather mishapen

and distorted in shape. They have been called the ‘“‘Palombi’’ group; but
improperly so,as only one of them bears the Palombi imprint (Tooley No. 379).
One other is signed “‘A.Pa.”’ (Ascanio Palombo) who was a competitor of P.P.
Palombo; another has been attributed to P. Woeiriot de Bouzey. Whilst the
other three are all unsigned rough variations and seem to have been pirated
from P.P. Palombo’s plate.

G.M. La Vallette seems to have entrusted the engaving and publishing of
the Siege Maps in Venice, to the two main firms who flourished in Venice at this
time, namely Domenico Zenoi and Niccold Nelli, about whom however, very
few biographical facts are known.

Domenico Zenoi, flourished in Venice about 1552-1569, as a map engraver
and publisher, and was responsible for some 13 beautifully detailed Siege Maps.
These 13 known Siege Maps attributed to D. Zenoi are of a greater rarity than
Lafreri’s. Nine have his imprint; two others do not have his imprint but are said
to have been published by the firms of the ‘‘Piramide’” although for reasons
unknown attempts to erase this imprint had been made. One other map just has
the initials ‘““T.B.”” and one final one is quite anonymous. All 13 are in the Zenoi
style.

Two of these maps show the whole of the archipelago of the Maltese Islands;
one shows the Valletta peninsula and nine others depict the G.H. area with
scenes of the Siege in progress. Of these 13 maps Tooley registered three, viz:-
358, 387, and 385.

The other Venetian engraver who seems to have been given the honour of
being entrusted with the Siege sketches, was Niccolo Nelli. Even he is very little
known and our information is restricted to the fact that he was Venetian and
that he flourished in that city in the years 1564-1570. We owe six Siege Maps to
this engraver-publisher, only one of which (No. 366) was recorded by Tooley.

We have six Siege Maps attributed to the publishing house of Niccolo Nelli,
and all dated 1565. The first is a general map of the Islands of Malta and Gozo,
based on Lafreri’s prototype map of 1551 and of which it is an exact copy. It
was not recorded by Tooley.

The next three all come from the same plate and are pictures of the G.H.
area; they however bear different dates: the first is dated 8/7/1565; the next is
dated 4/8/1565 and the last is just dated ‘‘August 1565°°. This last one is the
only one recorded by Tooley at his No. 366.

Finally there are two Nelli maps of the G.H. area and these show the end of
the Siege and the departure of the Turks. One also gives a beautiful profile of
G.M. La Vallette, perhaps the first of La Vallette ever shown in the Order’s
iconography of its G.Ms. The other map, comes from the same plate, but has no
picture of the G.M. Neither has been recorded by Tooley.

Another artist who flourished in Venice, by the name of Giovanni Battista



Pittoni, was however born in Vicenza, in the year 1520. He died in 1583, not
before producing a Siege Map of which only one copy is known to exist, that in
our Armoury.

Other Siege Maps exist: one by Pierre Woeiriot de Bouzey produced in
November of 1565 (unknown to Tooley, but to be found in the Bibiliotheque
Nationale, Paris, its classification number being Ge. DD. 2987 (5744). Also
found at the Oeffentliche Bibliothek der Universitat, Basle; and at the
Armeebibl in Munich, No. 3702.

Another beautiful Siege Map is that by Matthias Zundt, produced in
Nuremberg in 1565: and another by André Thevet also in 1565, besides many
others too numerous to be mentioned in a short article.

On these engravers and publishers, to whom the Siege Maps were
entrusted, our G.M. La Vallette was relying for the raising of public opinion in
his favour and of thus obtaining the ‘‘Relief”’ he was depending upon to save
his much inferior force from being crushed by the overpowering numbers of the
Turks. It would appear, that he meant the Roman engravers, by their works, to
influence primarily the Roman and Neapolitan Courts, and thus bring pressure
to bear on the Pope himself, as well as on the Neapolitan Spanish Vice-Roy and
the Duke of Tuscany, as these were the powers who had the potentiality to give
him the immediate help he needed very urgently indeed.

On the other hand, the Venetian publishers and engravers could not
possibly give him immediate help, because by the time the sketches reached
Venice and were transformed into etchings, the events described in the
sketches would have already become stale and beyond remedy. Nevertheless
their work could be counted upon to spread the news principally to Venice, and
from there to the rest of Europe, and to the net-work of the Order’s Priorities
and other possessions, and for the gathering of contributions for the restoration
work, which would have to be undertaken, as soon as the Siege were lifted.

There is no doubt that this strategy, which some may say I am attributing
to the G.M. without any supporting evidence, except that of logic, seemed
nevertheless to have worked admirably. As we know, reinforcements duly
started to flow in, and the Spanish delay and lethargy was shaken off. All the
numerous young noble adventurers and their followers, who may have
happened to be unemployed, between one war and another - on the look-out for
just a job- started to flock to the Courts of Naples and Messina, annoying and
pestering those that mattered, to be allowed to cross over to Malta. This
pressure was never allowed to slacken and on the other hand it was also
constantly increased by further reminders from G.M. La Vallette, until finally,
a first relief force - Piccolo Soccorso - in July, was sent out and successfully
penetrated the enemy besieging lines, and joyfully entered Birgu. Then the final
Soccorso arrived in September and this finally induced the Turks to depart, and
the Siege came finally to an end.

It is interesting to note that in order to send out these messages (probably,
as we are conjecturing, also accompanied by sketch maps of the Siege), the
G.M. La Vallette despatched no less than 21 messengers in the 4 months in
which the Siege lasted. Many of the messages were sent out in duplicate and
sometimes even in triplicate copy, to make sure that at least one did reach
destination, so hazardous was the exploit. Probably the maps also were sent out
in several copies.



These messengers had of course first to cross through the enemy lines,
sometimes swimming under water to do this successfully. Having got through
the enemy lines, they had to-make for Mdina in Malta and then to Gozo; or they
may have made for Marsascala, the two remotest extremities of our
archipelago. Next they would have to sail and/or row to Pozzallo, the nearest
point on the Sicilian coast, but a good 60 miles away. It is recorded that when
successful, this crossing on average took about 3 days, whilst 4 days were
required to get to Messina! (See Bosio, Hist., Vol. III, p. 635 A).

We know the names of some of these messengers who actually were of
Maltese nationality and have therefore become leading hero-figures in the
national folklore. The names of Pilot Francesco Bonnici; of Pietro Xewca
whose surname or possibly nickname is itself an appropriate epithet; Antonio
Rosso; the tragic Pilot Orlando Magro; Antonio Xilla; Bartolomeo Habele and
of course that of thrice-proven, mutilated swimmer Toni Bajjada, - all will not
be easily forgotten. (See: Balbi/Palombo, pp. 37, 67; Bosio, Op.Cit., III, 536
B/C; 537 D; 554 B/C; 565 D/E; 581 A/B; 595 C/D; 617 E; 618; 650 A; and
Cirni, Comm., p.72.).

The trip to Sicily, with the Island of Malta and the seas around it
completely surrounded by Turks, must have presented a formidable problem in
itself, but our forefathers, despised and excluded by the Order, neverless knew
how to rise to the occasion, both in the technical expertise, as well as in the
bravery, they brought to the solution of the problem. Special boats
were designed and made. Those made in Rabat, Malta, unfortunately sprung
Ieaks in the voyage and could not be used. But those made in Gozo proved to be
very satisfactory. They were designed to be carried by four persons and were
described as being ¢‘barchetta piccolissima, coperta di pelle di bue fresco, legata
con corde per mancamento di chiodi e pece ....” (Translated:
‘... a very small boat covered by a freshly slaughtered ox-hide, tied by cords,
because of the lack of nails and pitch...”” (Cfr, Bosio. Op.Cit., 531/A and
Cirni, Op.Cit., p. 72v). Another version was manufactured in the Malta
Dockyard: “‘fatta fabricare nell’ Arsenale, da Maestro Orlando Zabar, una
buona Barca di tre pezzi cosi ben compartiti, e con artificio tale lavorati, che
disgiungendosi, si potevano portare separatamente, cioé la poppa, la prora e la
mezania; e poi facilmente insieme si congiungevano; cosi ben incastrati, e
connessi; come se d’un sol pezzo fabricata fosse. In maniera tale, che le
congiunture servivano per banchi da vogarci sopra; e con essa sicuramente
navigare si potevano ...”” (Bosio, III, 568, D/E). (Trans: ... A good boat was
made in the Order’s Dockyard by Master Orlando Zabbar, in three parts so well
designed and so cleverly worked, that when dismantled, these three parts
namely the poop part, the prow part and the middle part could easily be carried
separately; and yet when put together they became so well joined that they
appeared to be made of one piece. In such a manner that the (actual) joints
served as a bench on which one could sit and row; and with such a boat one
could set out to cross the sea ....”’).

With these kind of boats, the trip to Pozzallo in Sicily, the nearest landfall,
but sixty miles away, used to be done in 3 days; to Messina, it took 4 days. Truly
our forefathers were nothing less than supermen!

The sketches for these maps, which we are postulating, accompanied G.M.
La Vallette’s letters, must have been very accurate indeed, as well as very



detailed. This we can attest because the maps, which were drawn from them and
which have come down to us, show us to what extraordinary detail they went.
For example, we are shown the exact positions of the two lines of artillery
bombarding Fort St. Elmo, as well the exact number of guns in each line, which
number corresponded exactly with the number given in written records of the
Siege, such as Bosio’s account. These sketches could also have given useful
information to any relieving force, or to the enemy, if they were evert to fall
into his hands.

Great prominence is also given to the position of the tents of the Turkish
commanders-in-chief, their stores of food and ammunition, their hospital tents
- sometimes even distinguishing between those destined for surgical cases, as
against those for patients suffering from fevers and infections. We have also
indications of their field kitchens, their cemetries and of their fortified out-
posts, and a host of other details. All this I wish to stress done on a very
accurate scale - ratio which implied an expert’s hand and eye.

Obviously, to observe these details and then to establish their exact
positions, and distances, for transference on to paper, was no mean feat and
required some kind of instrument, even if crude. Also such instrument had
often to be used under fire and in exposed positions. Whatever the instrument
used and the dangers to be overcome, the results were remarkably accurate, A
reference to all these difficulties is indeed made in one of the maps (Tooley 384)
in a remarkably modest understatement, rare in those days of hyperbole: “E se
il tutto non é cosi limato, come si douria, Imputasi alli torbolenti tempi, che non
lassano fare a chi sonno in Malta (quali hanno mandato il disegno) le cose con
quella Commodita che se recerca, et quello che si fa, tutto &, accio li gentili spiritj
habbino Cose nuove.”” (Trans: ‘ And if everything is not so well engraved, as it
should (have been done), this is to be blamed on the turbulent times (they are
living in ) which do not allow those who are in Malta (and who have sent this
sketch) to do these things with those facilities which one seeks after, (for after
all) that which is done, is all, in order that the gentle (readers) may have new
things.”’)

But who could have been the authors of these sketches, inspired without
doubt by the G.M. himself? My own researches have as yet failed to uncover
their names, although in the process, there has come to light a Maltese member
of the Order of St. John, who had indeed interested himself in geographical
studies to such an extent as to have even published a book on Geography,
wherein is described in detail the art of map making. A possible author for the
sketches, but no direct proof has been found of his involvment in the
production of these sketches. On the contrary there is some evidence that he
may have been far away from Malta during the Siege. So the search must carry
on.

From the Turks’ side, we have not got anything like the Christians’ Siege
Maps, probably because their religion did not allow them such iconographic
representations, also because similar motivation as existed for the Christians,
simply did not exist for the Turks, to impel them to similar solutions.
Nevertheless, from the Topkapi Museum in Istanbul, we have at least one
manuscript map of the Malta Siege, on an animal skin, much cruder than ours,
in execution, which is said to have accompanied their despatches. Research for
other copies is said to be still continuing.

1
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Map by Giov. Battista Pittoni of Vicenza (b.15207-d.1583) showing Grand Harbour Area, with earliest Stages of Siege. Sketch taken out by Knight
Ambassador Fr. Raffaello Salvago, on the night of the 22-23/5/1565 per Galley St. Iago (See Appendix).
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André Thevet (1509-90) - crude and distorted map of Malta, but of extreme rarity.
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Funnily enough, with the end of the Siege, the production of Malta Siege
Maps did not cease. On the contrary, the interest raised about Malta and its
Siege, had become so large and so widespread, that after September 1565 we
still get artists, not only in Italy, but also in Bavaria, in France, in Holland and
other Countries, acquiring rights to copy Malta Siege Maps, with their
descriptive texts, and to translate them into their own individual languages.

Some were quite original, like the most beautiful of them all, produced by
Matthias Zundt in Nurnberg, sometimes towards the end of 1565. This interest
in Malta’s Siege by the Turks, is readily explained as Vienna itself had just
withstood a Turkish Siege in 1529. Zundt flourished in Nurnberg in the years
1565-1571, having been born in that city in 1498 and died there in 1586. Besides
being a producer of maps, he was also a renowned goldsmith, hence his deep
love for details. His map of the Siege of Malta is reckoned to be the best, mainly
because of its accuracy, but also because in one sole map he manages to portray
in it: the arrival of the Turks, their descent on the Island, their attack on Fort
St. Elmo, on Birgu and on Fort St. Michael. Full details are also given as to
where exactly they landed, as well as how they did it, together with the
mechanical means adopted to land their heavy artillery. Finally the arrival of
the reliefing forces is depicted as well as the final battle and the departure of the
Turks. Miniature illustrations showing field kitchens, burial grounds, hospital
tents, ammunition dumps, headquarters tents, fortified out-posts, etc., abound.
Besides the Siege, and as if to put it in its proper perspective, we also find a
beautiful, rich and accurate map of Europe, the only one of the Malta Siege
Maps to provide this means of correlating Malta to Europe. Accompanying
descriptive texts in two entablatures are also given, one on Malta and the other
on Europe. It also appears to be the first to show, not only the White Cross of
the Knights, but also heraldic signs used by the Turks as well asby the
Christain relieving force, such as the balls of the Medicis, the Spanish, the
parallel bars of the Aragonese, the double-headed eagle of the Germans and the
castles of the Portughese.

Another beautiful Siege Map was that produced by Hieronymous Cock of
Antwerp, although this city was very protestant in outlook. Cock was born in
1510 and died in 1570. Also this map is extremely rare.

But probably the rarest of them all are the already mentioned maps
published by Pierre Woeiriot de Bouzey of Lyons, France and those by André
Thevet(1502-1590) also of France. These are very beautiful indeed and it is
really a great pity that because of their extreme rarity, they have never been
published and are therefore hardly known at all.

Many other Siege Maps continued to appear after the Siege, but of minor
importance. Common to all is the feature that they rarely, if ever, have been
published.

At long last, when the memories of the Siege were starting to fade, and its
survivors to disappear from the face of the Earth, the Order decided to have its
own official version of the Siege Maps. So it called on a little known artist by
the name of Mattia Perez d’ Aleccio (1547-1600?) and commissioned him to paint,
in fresco, for the ‘‘Sala del Gran Consiglio,’” in the Grand Masters’ Palace in
Valletta, a series of 12 murals depicting various episodes of the Siege. This series
was duly started in 1576 and completed in 1581. These still exist, and have been
fairly well looked after. However, I must point out that, before starting the



series, d’Aleccio first had to paint in oil, facsimile studies of them, also called
“modellos’’ and have them approved by the Order’s Council, because no corr-
ections were possible afterwards, when they had been reproduced on the ‘‘gesso’’
itself. All this was duly done, but when Aleccio left the Island in 1582, he
seemed to have taken these preliminary studies with him. We next hear of them
as having been acquired by Charles I of England, and they are now to be found
in the Great Hall of the Queen’s House at the Greenwich Maritime Museum. All,
that is, excepting the map of Valletta which seems to have been used as a basis
for Ignazio Danti’s (1581) map now to be found in the ‘“‘Galleria delle Carte
Geografiche’’ in the Vatican in Rome.

Finally, in 1582, apparently without the Order’s authorisation, certainly at
its great annoyance, Perez d’Allecio published an album containing 15 large
engravings depicting various episodes of the Siege, based on the frescoes and
dedicated to Pope Gregory XIII, and under the auspices of Cardinal Ferdinand
Medici. These engravings are well known in Malta, have often been published,
and, being very decorative, are very much sought after by collectors, and their
value consequently continues to soar.

However, to end, we must add that the Order was never very happy about
Perez’s engravings and in fact in 1631 it commissioned the Florentine Anton
Francesco Lucini to prepare a new version, which he duly did and published.
This new version has also become a collectors’ piece, though not of such rarity.

Abbreviations: G.H. = Grand Harbour.
G.M. = Grand Master.

APPENDIX

Showing name and status / nationality of messengers;
point of arrival / departure; date / moon;
craft used; summary message carried;

originator and destination.
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Fanciful but rare Siege Map of Malta, dated November 1565 and showing the Siege in all its various stages as well as projected city of Valletta, by Pierre
Wahairint Aa DAanmar Af T uvane Brannca (b 1829 A 2 )
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Another beautiful example of the engravér’s ért§ undated and uhéigned but probably the work of Ant. Lafreri (1512-77). Execuied from sketches
reaching Rome between the 14th and 19th September 1565, barely seven days after events shown in map. Shows Turks precipitous departure and
projected perimeter walls of Valletta.



Moon Messengers Inwards Date Messengers Outwards
Phases

18/5 Fra Giov. Maria Castro-
cucco sent to Sicily on the
“Fregata ordinaria del
Canale.”

Bosio,IlI, 514, A/B.
Cirni, p.49v.
Balbi/Palumbo, p.32.
Fra. Giov. Maria Castro- 21/5
cucco returns to Malta per
“Fregata ordinaria del
Canale.”
Bosio, I, 514B.
Cirni, p.52v.
Old or 22-23/5| Letters to Viceroy Don
Waning Garcia of Sicily, per Galley
S. Iago commanded by
( Fr.Giov. Valletta Cornison;
also carrying Order’s Am-
bassador Fr. Raff.
hél;/osn Salvago as well as letters to
King of Spain & other
monarchs. Also Fr.
Camillo de Medici to Pope.
Bosio, 111, 527C/E.
Cirni, p.52v.
Viperano/Mizzi, p.16
Balbi/Palumbo, p.34.
Letter from the Viceroy of 25/5
Sicily, dated 24/5.
Bosio, 111, 528/E,
says not received up to 25/5
Balbi/Palumbo, p.37
says received 24/5
Bergantino with Fr. Giov. 26/5
Sola
Bosio, 111, 529E.

27/5 Bergantino (which had
brought in Fr. Giov. Sola)
left with two letters from
Gr.Master La Valletta for
the Viceroy of Sicily.
Bosio, 111, S29E.

Bergantino Armato, guid- 30/5

30/5

ed by Francesco Bonici,
pilot of S. Iacomo.
Bosio, 111, 535B.
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Beautiful example of artistry and technique employed by Ant. Lafreri (1512-77) in his shop in Rome, this map shows the Grand Harbour area, with
Siege in advanced stage and sea-assault taking place on Senglea point (12-15/7/1565). Sketch probably taken out on the 16/7/1565. See Appendix.



Moon Messengers Inwards Date Messengers Qutwards
Phases
1/6 Letter of Gr.Master La
Vallette to Viceroy of Sicily
on Bergantino piloted by
Fsco. Bonici. ‘1l
rennegato’’ also sent out.
Bosio, ITl, 537D.
Waxing| Fregatina, with Capt. Giov. 4/6 Fregata di Bernardino Ris-
or New| di Miranda and Fr.Raff. polo, with. Cav. Salvago,
Moon | Salvago on board, disem- takes letters to Pope, to Fr.
barks them at Fort St. Signorino Gattinara, to
) Elmo. King and to Sic. Viceroy.
Bosio, III, 542F. Bosio, 111, 543, D/E.
7/6 S543A. Cirini, p.55v.
Cirni, p.55. Viperano/Mizzi, 21.
Balbi/Palumbo,  p.43.
Viperano/Mizzip.21 | says
night
of 3/6
Pietro Xueca, on small| 10/6
collapsible boat, via
Gozo, with news that two
galleys under Cornison
and Aubin, had not been
able to land troops and
had returned to Sicily.
Bosio, 111, 554, B/C.
Full 17/6 Fregatina commanded by
Moon Padrone Ant. Rosso with
ciphered letters for Pope;
Q Spanish King; Sicilian Vic-
eroy; and Prior of
15/6 Messina. Other fregatina
got caught.
Bosio, 111, 565, D/E.
Balbi/Palumbo, p.55 speaks
of “saettie’’.
18/6 Gr.Master La Vallette
orders collapsible boat
(carried by 4 persons) to be
taken to a point about 2
miles distant from Mdina,
thence to Messina.
Bosio, 111, 567, B/C.
Cirni, p.68.
18/6 Pino d’Alloy also took

duplicates of above



Map by Mattheum Francken of Augsburg (active 1568) showing Grand Harbour Area, with
early stages of Siege. Sketch probably taken out by Pilot Orlando Magro on the 17/6 or
18/6/1565 - See Appendix. One of the few known maps also incorporating ‘‘Avviso’’.
2N



Moon Messengers Inwards Date Messengers Outwards
Phases
despatches and with small
boat from Grand Harbour
gets safely to Sicily.
Bosio, III, 567, B/C.
Old or | Giov. Martinez de Oliven- 19/6 Giov. Martinez de Olivent-
Waning| tia in a Fregatina, from ia together with Cav.Esprit
Moon | sea off Malta, to Mdina, de Brunisay Quincy, back
with news of arrival of to sea in search of Galleys,
K ‘“piccolo soccorso”. then to Gozo and to Poz-
Bosio, IIlI, 567, D/E. allo.
22/6 Bosio, 111, 568, A/B.

20/6 Another collapsible boat
sent out from Marsascala
gets safely to Sicily.

Bosio, I1I, 568, D/E.

27/6 Gr.Master La Vallette sent
letter to Sicilian Viceroy,
on boat manned by
Antonio Xilla, a Maltese.
Palombi/Balbi, p.67.

25/6 Fr. Tommaso Coronel sets

@ out from Salini Bay but his
boat is so badly construct-
1/7 ed that he has to return to
Gozo. Here he is provided
with another and in this, he
safely gets to Sicily.
Bosio, I1I, p.581A4/B.
Cirni, p.72.
Waxing| Small boat brings in Fr. 8/7 Same boat which had bro-
or New! Aleramo Parapaglia, who ught in Parapaglia, sent
Moon however died shortly aft- back with letter to Sicilian
erwards in combat on Viceroy who later sends it
) 11/7. on to Spanish King.
Bosio, III, 592D/E. Bosio, 111, 593, 594.
7/7 Fr. T. Coronel arrived 10/7
Bosio, | back at Mdina with letters
HI, 592¢| for Gr.Master which are
then forwarded via
Bajjada.
Full Bosio, 111, 595, C/D. 11/7 Gr.Master’s letter refusing
Moon help of only 3 Galleys, sent
out again by Bajjada.
Q Bosio, I, 595/596.
16/7 Four Maltese swimmers
14/7 sent out by Gr.Master but



Moon Messengers Inwards Date Messengers Outwards
Phases
only one reached Mdina.
From there Gr.Master’s
letter is sent on to Viceroy,
Veﬁﬁi’fg Bosio, III, 609 A/B.
Pietro Gentile di Vendome
( confirms, but says was on
17/7.
Moon | Giov. Martinez de Oliven- 27/7
22/7 tia sent to Gr.Master with
information that Spanish
King was resolute on
helping Malta, towards
end of August.
% Bosio, 111, 616, C/D.
Bosio, 111, 602, E.
29717 30/7 Bajjada from Birgu to
Mdina with letters of
Gr.Master.
Bosio, I, 617E & 618.
Newor | Bajjada from Mdina to 2/8
Waxing | Birgu with letters for
Moon | Grandmaster.
Bosio, 111, 621/A.
D 8/8 Captain Salazar escorted
by Maltese Pilot
5/8 Bartolomeo Abel, reached
Mdina safely.
Bosio, 111, p.630/E.
Curione/Mizzi, p.112.
Full 14/8 Capt de Salazar, guided by
Moon Pilot Bartolomeo Abele,
returns to Messina in 4
Q days!
Bosio, 111, 635/A.
13/8 22/8 Bajjada again takes out
letters of Grand Master to
Mdina, for Sicilian Viceroy
Old or and others.
Waning Bosio, III, 650/A.
Moon Bosio, III, 671/a.
Giov. Martinez de Oliven- 23/8
( tia sent by Sicilian Viceroy
in Gio. Andrea Doria’s
20/8

Galley, with letters for Gr.
Master informing him of




Moon Messengers Inwards Date Messengers Outwards
Phases

imminent arrival of Gran
Soccorso.
Bosio, 111, 667/D & E.

Q Letter from Don Garcia, 1/9
announcing his arrival.

27/8 Curione/Mizzi, p.138.

SOURCES

Dell’Istoria della Sacra Religione et Illma. Militia di S. Gio. Gierosol. di
Tacomo Bosio, Vol. III, Roma 1676, Terza Impressione.

Comentarii D’ Anton Francesco Cirni Corso .... In Roma, appresso Giulio
Accolto, 1567.

Diario Dell’Assedio di Malta - 18 Maggio / 8 settembre, 1565; Francesco
Balbi di Correggio. Translated by Montalto/Giustiniani. Publishers:
Fratelli Palombi Editori, Roma, 1965.

Della, Historia, di Malta, e successo della guerra seguita tra quei
religiosissimi Cavalieri ed il potentissimo Gran Turcho Sulthan Solimano
Panno 1565. Con la descrittione dell’isola, (per Piertro Gentile de
Vendome), Roma, 1566.

La guerra di Malta di Giovanni Viperano; versione italiana dall’originale
latino del Dr. Emanuele F. Mizzi .... fatta sull’edizione di Perugia coi tipi di
Andrea Bresciani 1567; (Estratto dall’Archivum Melitense, Novembre
1931) - Malta, The Empire Press, 1931.

Curione, Coelius Secundus. - De bello Melitensi historia nova. Item. Jo.
Valettae, Melitensium principis, epistolam, summam ejusdem belli
complexa. - Transl. Dr. Emm. Mizzi - Roma - 1927.

Maps in Italian Atlases of the 16th Century, being a comparative list of the
Italian maps issued by Lafreri, Forlani, Duchetti, Bertelli and others found
in Atlases; By R.V. Tooley, pag. 12 of Imago Mundi, Vol. III, Lond., 1939,
Henry Stevens, Son & Stiles.



Visims fro alta Study Circle of London
By Hadrian Wood

A 13-STRONG GROUP from the Malta Study Circle of London who were
on a short visit, attended the May monthly meeting of the Philatelic Society,
held at the Osborne Hotel, Valletta.

Dr. J.H. Mercieca, President of the Society, welcomed Mr. Brian Hobbs,
Chairman of the Circle., and his group, and expressed his satisfaction at the
large attendance.

Dr. Mercieca then introduced Dr. Maurice Agius Vadala, the first speaker,
who gave a most interesting and instructive lecture on ‘“Maps of the Great
Siege’’, which was very well received. '

A reception followed and this was an occasion for the local and oveseas
members to exchange views over drinks.

After the reception, Mr. Frank Gray, secretary of the Circle who is also a
member of the local Society, gave a running commentary with slides on ‘‘items
from the De la Rue Archives’’, which was also much appreciated by those
present.

Closing the meeting, Dr. Mercieca thanked Dr. Agius Vadala and Mr.
Gray, and also the Chairman and members of the Malta Study Circle of
London and congratulated them for holding, for the second time in two years,
their meeting in Malta. He hoped this policy would be kept up in future so that
local members of the Circle would have the opportunity to attend their meeting
at home. He augured that a visit to London be organized for local members in
the near future for one of the Malta Study Circle’s meetings.

The Malta Study Circle of London, held a meeting at the Marsa Sports
CLub on May 15, at which local members, a member from San Francisco and
his wife and a member from Naples, were also present.

Mr. Hobbs opened the meeting during which Mr. Arthur Moyles displayed
a selection of old Malta Registered Covers, giving a running commemtary. He
was folllowed by Mr. John White with a display of Modern Registration
Covers. Mr. Conyer Rutter displayed old Maltese envelopes with printed names
of different firms, many of which no longer exist. Finally Mr. Hobbs displayed
a number of Maritime Covers connected with Malta, on which he also
commented.

A reception folllowed the meeting.



MALTA - A DIARY

January - June 1985 By J. Farrugia

2- 1-85 ““Centenary Of The Malta Post Office’’ set, issued to-day. A special
hand postmark was used for cancellation on the first day of issue. A
Souvenir sheet was also issued. (fig. 1)

11- 1-85 In the Govt. Gazzette of to-day’s date, a call for applications was
made for the post of Sub-Postmaster at Zebbug, Malta. Applications
were to be received by 5.00 p.m. of Monday, 11th, February, 1985.
The usual duties and obligations of Sub-Postmasters were listed.

15- 1-85 The P.M.G. notified that a new hand date-stamp was put in use on
Tuesday, 15th. January, 1985, at the Melliecha Sub-Post Office. The
hand date-stamp is inscribed with the words: ‘‘Mellicha S.P.O. -
Malta’’.

The old hand date-stamp which was replaced, was withdrawm from
use at the close of business on Monday, 14th January, 1985.

7- 3-85 “‘International Youth Year 1985’ set was issued to-day. A special
hand postmark was used on the first day of issue. (fig. 2)

23- 3-85 The P.M.G. notified that on the occasion of the 31ist. March
Festivities, a machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: ‘‘Nghozzu L-
Helsien - 31 Ta’ Marzu, 1979°°, was used from the 25th. to the 30th.
March, 1985, at the Central Mail Room. The slogan means: ‘‘Let Us
Treasure Our Freedom - 31 March, 1979”".

25- 4-85 “‘Europa 1985” set issued to-day. A special hand postmark was used
on the first day of issue. (fig. 3)

13- 5-85 A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: ‘‘Support Polio Week”,
was used, on and off, during the period 13th - 25th May, 1985, at the
Central Mail Room.

21- 5-85 In to-day’s Govt. Gazzette, another call for applications was made
for the post of Sub-Postmaster at Zebbug, Malta. Applications were
to be received by the P.M.G., up to noon of Monday, 24th. June,
1985. The usual duties and obligations for Sub-Postmasters were
also listed.

22- 5-85 The P.M.G. Notified that a Sub-Post Office was to be opened at
13/14 Milner Street, Sliema, on Wednesday, 22nd. May, 1985. A
hand metal date-stamp inscribed with the words: *‘Sliema S.P.O. -
Malta’’, was to be used at the Sub-Post Office.

The telephone number at this Sub-Post Office is 515443,
7- 6-85 The ““7 June 1919 *’ set issued to-day. A special hand postmark was
used on the first day of issue. (fig. 4)
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Detailed Information about:-

HXMAS 1984 ISSUE By J. Farrugia

Dateolissue.....covvvvinenenn.. 5th. October 1984.

Values ot e e 2¢+1c, 8+ 2¢, 20c+ 3c.

StampSIZE€ «vivt it 2¢c+1c = 39.5 x 48mm.

) 8c-+2¢, 20c+3¢c = 48mm. x 39.5mm.

ArtDesigner........coevvvnen.. Luciano Micallef

Printers . v e i i e Printex Limited.

ProCESS vt i Lithography.

Perforation......cooeeeeneneennn 14 x 14,

Watermark .. ..o Maltese Crosses pointing upright in
2¢+ 1c and sideways in 8c+2c and
20c+3c.

P AT . vt Chalk Surfaced.

GUITL oottt et i eiietneeeenan P.V.A.

p@mmrsn

Coiour checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm 1n diameter are seen in the
right hand margin next io the last stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane, of

urs from top to bottom correspond to the colours used for
ight to left on all Panes of all values.
ils of progressive columns if stamps are seen in top and

bottom marging prn ted in black.

The Printed Sheet of each value consisted of two Panes A and B. Each
Pane has forty stamps. In the 2c+ Ic they are made up of five rows of eight
stamps. The 2¢-- 1c stamp is of the vertical f ormat and the other two values are
of the horizontal format

t

he bottom row, in all Panes, of all

Je+lc = 1Ax5, 1Bx5
8C 4 ZC = Ay , iBx 5
20c -3¢ = N 3 1Bx5

the Zc+ic vaiue the right hand margins of Panes A and B are
imperforate whilst the top, bottom and left hand margins of these same Panes
are fully perforated. In the 8¢ + 2c and 20c + 3¢ values, the top margins of Panes
A and B are imperforate, whilst the bottom, right hand and left hand margins
are all fully perforated.



PANE ““A”
WMK PANE‘* A”/PANE “B”
WMK WMK
PANE ¢B”
WMK

From a study of details given, the Printed Sheet of the 2¢ + 1¢ value before
cutting into Panes would look as shown on top left, whilst that of the 8¢+ 2¢
and 20c + 3¢ values would look as shown on top right.

Looking at the Printed Sheet as shown, stamps would be seen the right way
up hence why watermark in the 2c + 1c is upright in the 2¢ + 1¢ value and from
top to bottom in the other two values.

Imprint Blocks:-

“Printex Limited Malta’’ is seen under the last stamp of the bottom row, in
all Panes, of all values. Letters are 1mm high and printed in black. An Imprint
Block of four will also include the colour checks. A special hand postmark
incorporating a motif symbolizing the Xmas on the first day of issue amounted
to Lm24,494,. This set remained on sale up to Wednesday, 20th. February,
1985.
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SLIEMA
STAMP
SHOP

(prop. Joseph Buttigieg)
111, Manwel Dimech Street,

Sliema.
Telephone 30383

congratulate

the Department of Posts and its Employees
on the occasion of the
Centenary of the Establishment of the
Malta Post Office

1885 - 1985
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CALMARINE
SERVICES
LIMI TED ALMARINE Gy

\4 jr
fElafili

PROVIDES THE COMPLETE
SERVICE TO SHIPOWNERS
AND OFFSHORE OlL COMPANIES

SHIPBROKERS
SHIP OPERATORS

CHARTERING
SALE & PURCHASE
SHIP AGENTS
BUNKERING
SERVICES

27/28 Pinto Wharf, Phones: 25607
Valletta — Malta 20898
Telex: 1647 MW 29630

Cables: CALLUOHN - MALTA AO.H.: 30681-23998

(Managing Director: JOHN M. CALLEJA)




Still best value

m—m soups

24 to choose from/!

Exclusive distributor in Malta and Gozo: Vadala Co. Ltd., Valletta, Tel: 625974 - 626638
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OUR BUYER VISITS MALTA
TWICE A YEAR TO BUY
COLLECTIONS, STOCKS

AND
GOOD SINGLE ITEMS
OF
MOST COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD
PLEASE WRITE GIVING DETAILS.

We carry comprehensive stocks of:
Great Britain, Channel Islands, Ireland,
Malta, Gibraltar, Cyprus, Vatican,
West Germany.

PRICE LISTS AVAILABLE

Syl S T

41 - 42 BEDFORD STREET, STRAND, LONDON WC2E 9HA, ENGLAND.




DELTA

HOMECENTRES

WHERE YOU CAN FIND ANYTHING FOR YOUR HOME
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Industrial ice Machines Coffee Machines

Sewing Machines Drink Dispensers

" Sewing Machines Gas Cookers
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Electric Blankets C
VEGETABLE PREPARATION
Water Heaters EQUPMENT

B'KARA - 28 Mannarino Road. Tel:46029
COSPICUA - 43/45 St. Paut Street. Tel:823751
FLORIANA - 35 St. Anne Street. Tel:22625

GZIRA ~ The Strand. Tel:39528/514507
HAMRUN - 690:2 St. Joseph Road. Tel:28670
PAOLA -~ Shop 113 Civic Centre, Paola Square. Tel:22220C
RABAT ~ 36 Main Street. Tel:674278
SLIEMA - 59 Tower Road. Tel:39365
VALLETTA - 283 Republic Street. Tel:624081
HEAD OFFICE ~ The Lyric, Antonio Bosio Street, Msida.
Tel: 513652/36278/31071/31072
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20, Bulebel Industrial Estate, Zejtun-Malta
Telephone: 878310-878737 Telex: 1285 MW

A BRANDSTAT TER COMPANY




FORMOSA & CAMILLERILTD.

incorporating

ALF. FORMOSA & SONS LTD.
WALTER CAMILLERI LTD.
G. TANTI BELLOTTI
Main Office: TA” XBIEX SEAFRONT, TA’ XBIEX.
Tel. Nos. 38122, 516600/5.
Telex: 808 INSURE MW.

Agents for:

Guardian Royal Exchange Assurance plc

Sales Representative Offices:

FIRM MICHAEL ATTARD National Road, Blata-I-Bajda.
Tel. 21951, 28854

SALVATORE BAJADA 36, Republic Str., Victoria, Gozo.
Tel. 556521, 556773

PATRICK CALLEJA LTD. 43, Zachary Street, Valletta.
Tel. 24649

WALTER CAMILLERI LTD. Ta’' Xbiex Seafront, Ta’" Xbiex.
Tel. 38122, 516600/5

JOHN DEBRINCAT 16G, Shore Street, Mgarr, Gozo.
Tel. 556009, 551547

ALF. FORMOSA & SONS LTD. b2, Zachary Street, Valletta.
Tel. 626301, 624474

MUSCAT MOTORS LTD. Mizzi House, Blata-1-Bajda
Tel. 620468, 620469




PPRISTEX

SECURITY PRINTERS

Printex Ltd. Mill Street, Qormi, Malta Tel: 491535




FOSTER CLARK PRODUCTS LTD.

San Gwann Industrial Estate

Birkirkara, Malta.

Tel. 36904/5.

MANUFACTURERS OF
CUSTARD POWDER — BLANCMANGE POWDER —JELLY CRYSTALS —
CREME CARAMEL -COCOA POWDER-INSTANT BREAKFAST DRINK
POWDER — CORNFLOUR — BAKING POWDER — CULINARY ESSENCES

AND FOOD COLOURS.
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Yavid Feldman, Geneva

because...

because...

because...

because...

... the obvious choice!

we are one of the largest auction companies in Switzerland,
the world’s most prominent and secure philatelic centre

we produce over 40,000 superbly illustrated de-luxe auction
catalogues sent to an exclusive international clientele

of our sale of the famous "' Blue Boy "’ cover at US$ 1 million,
the highest price ever paid for a philatelic item!

we offer an unrivalled service regarding advance and final
payments according to your requirements and instructions

Absolute confidentiality and discretion guaranteed

When visiting Geneva, please come and see us in our spacious
office premises only 10 minutes from airport or city centre.

DAVID FELDMAN S.A.

Case postale 81, (Offices: 175, route de Chancy), 1213 Onex-Geneva, Switzerland

Tel.: (022) 57 25 30 * Cables: DFSTAMPS GENEVA



PHILATELIC SERVICES - MALTA

UFFICCJU
TAL- POSTA

SETS CURRENTLY ON SALE: O
Postage Due, Definitive’Sl, Airmail’84, MALTA

Europa’85, International Youth Year,
7th June 1919 and 40th Anniversary of United Nations.

FORTHCOMING 1985 ISSUES:

Set Release
Schedule
Maltese Personalities 3 October
Christmas - 10 October
Italia’85 Postal Card 25 October
Maltese Ships (third issue) 27 November

Keep your Malta collection up-to-date by placing a

standing order for:-

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVERS
MINT/CANCELLED STAMPS
SOUVENIR FOLDERS 3
PRESENTATION PACKS \:
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If you are not on our mailing list, please write to us:

PHILATELIC BUREAU
Department of Posts, Merchants Street, Valletta - Malta
Telephone: 24421 - Telex: 1100 MOD MLT MT-
CABLES: POSTGEN MALTA
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