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A Happy New Year 
is assured to all collectors who use our auctions 

During 1984 we sold the collections of 
Dr. Cecil Teal Disinfected Mail 
Dr. A. H. Wortman Russia. Russian P.O.'s and 

T.V. Roberts 
Alfred Ostheimer 
Edward Hibbert 
Charles McKeown 
Steuart Palmer 
Senator the Honourable 
Henry D. Hicks 
C.E.D. Enoch 
Harry Lacoste Bartrop 
Charles Stewart 
Jack Andrews' 
Admiral George C. Dyer 

Zemstvos 
French Maritime Mail 
Bangkok 
St. Helena 
New Zealand 
Airmails 
Crowned Circles 

College Stamps 
New Zealand 
Thailand 
Belgium 
Great Britain Used Abroad, 
Straits and Hong Kong 

Waiter Brauninger German States classics 
The Corsini archive of Renaissance Correspondence 
& 
archive material from the National Postal Museum 

As a result of a world tour by members of our team, an 
extensive range of sales is planned for the opening months 
of 1985. 

Suitable material can always be accepted for inclusion 
in auction 

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST 
Head Office 

47 DUKE STREET 
ST. JAMBS'S 

LONDON SWl Y 6QX 
Cables: "Stamps London SWl" 

Telex: 8950974 
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Silver-Bronze ESP ANA '84, 
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Editor: Dr. A. Bonnici. Ass. Editor: J. Farrugia 

The Philatelic Society 
congratulates 

December 1984 

the Department of Posts and its Employees 
on the occasion of the Centenary of the 

Statutory Establishment of the Malta Post Office 
1885 - 1985. 



As prom1sect m tne August lssue, 
the December Issue is being devoted 
to the 1st Malta Queen Victoria 
Definitive Issued on the 1st January 
1885, a date which commemorates 
the Centenary of our Post Offir.e, as 
it was one hundred years ago on the 
1st January 1885, that the General 
Post Office was transfered from 
Imperial Control to Local Control. 

Prior to this date British Stamps 
were used to frank letters going 
overseas. In 1883 it was agreed that 
full administration of the Malta 
Post Office should be controlled 
internally, and so it was considered 
appropriate that once this became a 
fact the Malta Post Office should 
have its own Definitive Issue. 

On the 31st July 1883, Messrs De 
La Rue wrote to the Crown Agents 
refering to their recent interview, 
where it was desired that the Yzd 
Malta Postage stamp should be 
changed to Green in Accordance 
with the regulations of the 
International Postal Convention. 
Messrs De La Rue submitted a 
specimen one in yellow and one in 
green for comparison reproduced on 
Page 30. This was later adopted as 
the colour for the Yzd Green in the 
Definitive Set. 

In the official correspondence 
which I am reproducing in its 
original form, between the Malta 
Post Master, Roger Duke - The 
Chief Secretary Sir Waiter Hely 
Hutchenson C.M.G. - The Crown 
Agents - and Messrs De La Rue, we 
have a mine of information, 
regarding the estimates of stamps 
and postal stationery required, the 
cost of dies, engravings, artist's 
drawings, etc, in fact all the 
information which makes our hobby 
so interesting and stimulating. 

The transfer was scheduled to 
take effect on the 1st July 1884, but 
was postponed to a later date the 1st 
January 1885, as Messrs De La Rue 
could not produce the entire supply 
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or Lll l~M, the 1st supply ot 6~~ 
sheets of the Yzd, 1072 sheets of the 
1d, and 2128 sheets of the 2 Yzd and 
26304 1d Single Post Cards were 
supplied on the 20th June 1884, 
while the rest including 1017 sheets 
of the 2d, 680 sheets of the 4d and 
250 sheets of the 1/- together with 
Postal Stationery were supplied on 
the 5th July 1884. 

This postponement of the opening 
of the Post Office necessitated on 
the 27th August 1884 the 30th 
printing of the Yzd yellow to bridge 
the gap up to Decenmber 1884. The 
Victoria period is an interesting and 
fascinating period and I will leave 
you now to delve into the Official 
Correspondence. 

My thanks go to the late Mr. Rigo 
de Rigi who in 1972 spent 3 days 
with me delving in the records of 
Messrs De La Rue in the vaults of 
the London General Post Office. 
He later supplied me with 
photostats. Thanks also must go to 
our friend Mr. Robbie Lowe who is 
a pillar of encouragement, and who 
organised at very short notice the 
reproduction of the colour seperations. 
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MALTA 1st Definitive Issue 1st JANUARY 1885 
By Dr. A. Bonnici 

MALTA GOY GAZETTE No. 3031, Wednesday 10 December 1884. 

NOTICE~ 
Diswntinuance of use at ~lalta of 

Postage Stamps of the United Kingdom. 

NOTICE is hereby given that, on ancl from the ht. 
January 1~b5, postage stamps of the llnited Kingdom 
will be USELESS for the prepayment of postage on 
correspondence posted in Malta or Gozo, ·and 1hat ·ull 
letters, etc. bearing Imperial StampR posted after the 
31st. Decembel' 1884, will be treated a~; UNPAIU and 
charged on delivery. 

Malta postage stamps, to be med on and from the 
}st. of January, may be purcha~ed at the General Post. 
Office, Valletta, on and after the 27th of December. 

Imperial postage stamps, if unused, clean, and in 
saleable condition. will be purchased at the General 
Post Office up to the 24th of Dtcember, inclusive, at par; 
but, between that date and the 31st of December, a charge 
will be made of the commission indicated at page 16 
of the current edition of the _Imperial Post Office 
Guide. 

ROGER DUKE, 

H. M. Postmaster. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, 
Valletta, 8th December 1 ti84 



Official Correspondence between The Malta Post Master, Roger Duke - The 
Chief Secretary - The Crown Agents - and Messrs De La Rue, which led to the 
issue of the 1st Definitive Malta Queen Victoria issue on 1st January 1885. 

Post Master- Roger Duke, to Chief Secretary. 
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Chief Secretary to Crown Agents. 
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DOWNING STREET, LONDON. 
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Messrs De La Rue to Crown Agents. 

13. 
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Chief Secretary to Crown Agents. 
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DOWNING STREET, LONDON. 
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Crown Agents to Messrs De La Rue. 
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QUEEN VICTORIA REGISTERED ENVELOPES 2d 

In the MALTA GOV GAZETTE No. 3063, of Wednesday 31st December 
1884, Supplement, section 17, we find the foil notice. "Postal Packets may be 
Registered, and for each letter or packet so registered a fee of TWO pence shall 
be paid in addition to any rate payable under this Ordinance.'' 

The first printings of these Postal Registered Packets were contracted out to 
Me Corquodale who printed the envelope., while De La Rue applied the 
Embossed Value Medallion, and then invoiced the completed work to the 
Crown Agents. These Reg Envelopes came in Two sizes (G. 152 x 96mm), and 
(H 202 x 127mm). Because of the printing of these envelopes in two seperate 
operations, there is a variation in colour between the Value Medallion, and the 
Instructional text. A simple way to identify the work of either printer is to look 
at the sealing flap pattern; The Me Corquodale is triangular (fig 1) whereas the 
De La Rue is rounded (fig 2). 

There are 17 printings of the "G" size, total 283, 130 plus 100 Specimen; and 
13 printings of the "H" size, total34,925 plus 100 Specimen. 

The Original drawing of the Embossed Medallion in Blue on thin paper dated 
26Sep83 is illustrated in Page 14 of the Official Correspondence. A Die Proof 
in Vermilion is also known to exist. The First supply was invoiced on 5 JULY 
1884 (p. 40) 

fig. I 

fig. 2 
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QUEEN VICTORIA POST CARDS & REPLY CARDS 139 x 89mm 

Post Cards and Reply Cards were designed by Messrs De La Rue (p. 14); 
"Following the regulations laid down by the International Postal Convention, 
assuming that the reply card is to be of the 1d rate, making for both sides a total 
duty of 2d" (p. 12) 

PROOFS. Original Artist's sketch for 1d postcard dated 19 Jan 83, and an 
essay with registered pencil sketches of the key plate 1 d dated 26 Sep 83 exist. 

PRINTINGS. Sixteen printings of the 1d single card are recorded. The 
invoiced total quantities are 903,528 plus 100 overprinted Specimen. There were 
Seven Printings of the ld + ld reply cards, totaling 22,002 plus 100 overprinted 
Specimen. The earlier printings are Carmine on soft white card, later reprints 
are varying from shades of Carmine. The Card ranges in colour from Pale to 
Dark Brown Buff. 

On the 14th Jan 1901 Queen Victoria Yzd Single Postcard and Yzd + Yzd 
reply cards were issued (121 x 79mm) in Green on Buff card. 

PROOFS. A proof of the Yzd Key plate Post Card endorsed "Appd M.W.C. 
30.6.00" is known. 

PRINTINGS. Only one printing of each type of Y2d card is recorded. The 
Invoiced No. printed of the llzd single was 48,696 plus 722 Specimen; and Y2d 
+ llzd reply cards 3144 plus 722 Specimen. 

UNION POSTALE UNIVER5£LLE 

MALTA 

POST 
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS 
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These wrappers were Invoiced on the 15th July 1885 a rather late supply 
because of the fact that the original request was for the V2d stamp to be 
impressed from the existing adhesive of the same value, but Messrs De La Rue 
did not want to print from that die as the engraving was ''too fine to reproduce 
well on coarse wrapper paper." Designs were submitted tor the Yzd green and 
Id carmine key plate designs, completely hand painted on proof paper 
wrappers, dated 2nd Oct 1883, but were rejected by the Postal Authorities as 
they lacked the Maltese Cross, so a modified design of a Yzd green 
incorporating the demand (dated 4th May 85), was submitted and accepted on 
9th May 1885. The Id wrapper was never produced. 

PRINTINGS. Two printings are recorded totaling 100,550 plus 105 
Specimen. 

When opened out the wrapper measures 125 x 300mm. 

Tl1i;-; \rrapl!t'r mn.y n1:ly hL~ usc·d f1)r ~l'WQTl:lTH'r;;;, nr f,,r 
such dneument...; a,..; an: aJlrl\n:;1l tu be ~c11t n.t lh{; Book.ratc 
Cif Jln::-ta£..'"1', :tiPi tnnst WIJ cnclo~~· :1nY lt·1tt·r nr coJninunicatinn 
u! the ;laturv of ~L letter (wtn·thc~ :-:.eparav~ or otherwise). 
H this rule he infringed, the packet will be charge1l as a letter. 

This Wrapper may only be used for Newspapers, or for 
such documents as are allowed to be sent at the Book-rate 
of postage. and must not enclose any letter or communication 
of the nature of a letter (whether separate or otherwise). 
If this rule be infringed, the packet will be charged as a letter. 

~or Trassio Th~hHJi 
mlPOLI Dl ~ERIA 
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QUEEN VICTORIA POST PAID ENVELOPES 

POST PAID ENVELOPES with an embossed ONE PENNY stamp design, 
were printed by Messrs De La Rue, and issued on 1st May 1900. A hand painted 
oval to the embossed head in red and lake is known dated July 12/99. There 
were three sizes. (120 x 94mm); (140 x 78mm); (158 x 123mm) and were sold 
either singly, or in packets of 24 in accordance with the following tariff: 
1...1 \14d; 2 ... 2\14d; 3 ... 33/4d; 4 .. .4%d; 6 ... 63/4d; 9 ... 8%d; 12 ... 1s1d; 24 ... 2s2d; 
but as these envelopes were never widely accepted by the public, they were sold 
at face value from the 1st Sep 1904. Later, another regulation allowed the 
cutting and use of the stamp design. 

"It is hereby notified that on and after the lOth instant (1 0 Oct 1906) 
embossed or impressed stamps cut out of envelopes, postcards, or wrappers 
may be used in payment of both local and foreign postage. However cut outs 
from Registered envelopes could only be used for Registered Mail. 



ARTIST'S DRAWINGS - KEY and DIE PROOFS. 

The design for the 1885 Queen Victoria Definitive Issue were designed by 
J .F. J oubert de la Ferte, and Printed hy Messrs De T ,a R 11~ & Co. 

The design of the head for the Yzd., known as the "First General Colonial,'' 
having a diadem with a "Cross, fleus de lys and shamrock" was prepared in 
March 1859, and used by various colonies. Malta accepted it for its first Yld 
yellow (1860 - 1884) and later used it for this issue. 

In july 1862 Joubert produced the head, described as "ball, thistle, ball, 
shamrock" diadem which was used for the remaining Malta denominations, as 
well as by other colonies. 
Because the Definitive Issue consisted mainly of Queen Victoria's head, it 
became popularly known among collectors as the Victoria "HEADS" set, so 
the plate of the 1860-84 Yzd yellow stamp was issued to print the Yzd Green, and 
a Key plate used for the 2d, 4d, and 1/-, with new individual designs for the 1 d 
and 2Yzd values (page 29 ). 
All six were engraved and printed from electrotype plates on paper with single 

Crown CA watermark and perforated 14 Comb. This original Artist's hand 
drawing dated 26 Sep 83 of the Key Plate design marked A was eventually used 
for the 2d, 4d and 11- values, and the other original artist's proof, both in deep 
Magenta also dated 26 Sep 83 (page 29 ) show the profound key plate design, 
with a blank area for the denominations. Beneath are five denomination 
inscriptions "ONE PENNY", "TWO PENCE HALF-PENNY," and "ONE 
SHILLING". One proof also shows the Maltese Cross design and is initialled 
EER, which was introduced as "an element of ornament." (Letter of 20 Sep 83 
Messrs De La Rue to Crown Agents). 

The Artist's drawing marked A has a question mark next to ''ONE PENNY'' 
and "TWO PENCE HALFPENNY" whilst the other has these two crossed out. 
The main reason being that the original idea must have been to have this design 
for all values, but since seperate designs were desired for the "ONE PENNY" 
and "TWO PENCE HALFPENNY" (page 29 ) these values were crossed out 
and independent designs for these two values submitted (page 29 ). 

DIE PROOFS 

The KEY PLATE for the 2d, 4d, 11- are in black on glazed cards and have 
been recorded with the following inscriptions: 

1. Key-plate designs without value, cut down to about lmm margin. 
2. A similar proof but dated 6/3/84 on reverse and another dated 8/3/84. 
3. On glazed card: marked "BEFORE HARDENING" dated 18 FEB 84. 
4. On glazed card: marked "AFTER HARDENING" dated 19 FEB 84. 
5. On glazed card: marked "AFTER STRIKING" dated 11 MAR 84. 

(initialled G.M.) 

DIE PROOFS of Id. 

1. ld in black on glazed card cut down to size of stamp. 
2. Id in -black on glazed card without the value. 
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3. ld, in black on glazed card Unmarked. 
4. ld, in black on glazed card dated 5 MARCH. "AFTER HARDENING" 

and initialled "G.N." or "G.M. " 
5. ld in black on glazed card dated 11 MAR 84 "AFTER STRIKING". 
6. The 1d and 2Yzd die proofs in black on glazed card with 1 to 1.5mm 

margins exist mounted on the same card, struck on the 12th March 1884 
respectively. It is also known in black on glazed card dated on reverse 
"7 .3 .84". 

DIE PROOFS of 2Yzd . 

1. 2Yzd in black on glazed card dated 18 FEB 84 "BEFORE HARDENING" 

2. 2Yzd in black on glazed card dated 19 FEB 84 "AFTER HARDENING" 

3. 2Yzd in black on glazed card dated 11 MAR 84 "AFTER STRIKING" 
and initialled. 

4. 2 Yzd iri black on glazed card dated on reverse 12/ 3/84. 

1886 - 51- Essays 

1. Artist's hand-pained essay in carmine with Q. V .. head, letter and details 
touched up in Chinese white, drawn on tracing paper (66 x 80mm) dated 
"27 MAR 85". Not accepted. (page 32) 

2. A similar essay but in the issued design, drawn on tracing paper (75 x 
100mm) dated in manuscript "MAY 4th 85" and marked "Vol. 14 fol. 
53." (page 32) 

DIE PROOFS 

1. Black on glazed card; marked "BEFORE HARDENING" dated 6 AUG 85 
2. Black on glazed card cut down to 2mm margins . 
3. Black on glazed card cut down to stamp size and marked on reverse 

"19.8 .85 120 leads" . 

GAUC85 

BH01t 
RJ ···~·r, HA .. .... u 

?fi 
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Hand Stamps Used in the Victoria Period: 

In 1885 the only Post Office was the Valleta G.P.O. and the single 20mm ring 
with arched MALT A having code letters A to R was used on internal mail. 
This ring handstamp was also used combined with the A2:'i killer. 

The mail was delivered by contractors to the villages where it was placed in 
the notice board of the Police Station for eventual collection. 

Later on in 1885 Two Post Offices were opened in Gozo. One at Rabato 
whose name was in 1887 changed to Victoria, and the other at Migiarro. I find it 
rather odd that the authorities opened up two Post Offices in Gozo when there 
was only one in the whole of Malta. The population in Gozo during this period 
was very much smaller than that in Malta . 

Branch Offices were opened later in Malta as follows: -

Cospicua - opened in 1890 
Sliema- opened in 1895. 
Nota bile - opened in 1897. 
Birchircara - opened in 1898 - closed in 1899. 
Mellieha - opened in 1902 - closed in 1903. 

The system of employing mail contractors to carry local mail was ended in 
1893. On the lOth July 1900 a series of circular datestamps were provided for 
cancelling mail from 28 of the villages. 
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Imperforate Block of Four . 

Imperforate Pair on Cover . 
il 
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Artist's hand painted drawings . 

The issued Stamp. 
(Invoiced on 23 Sep 1885) 
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Queen VictoriD. 
lst January 1885 

Code Lc1t0rinu AtoP 

EVERY MEMBER SHOULD TRY AND ENROL A NEW MEMBER. 

Have you paid the past and 1984 Membership dues? 
Immediate payment will be appreciated. Send remittance to: 

Mr. J. Porsella Flores 
69, Palm Street, 
Paola, Malta. 



The Establishment of the first seven Branch Post Offices 1885 - 02. 

lcoSPICUA (1890)1 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP RATES (per annum) 
Local members· Lml.50 

Foreign Members · 7 United States Dollars 
9 Canadian Dollars 

10 Australian Dollars 

4 Sterling Pounds 
I 0,000 Italian Lire 

50 French Francs 

17 German Marks 

14 Swiss Francs 



Queen Victoria 

On the lOth July 1900, Twenty Eight nrw series c.d.s. were issued. 

4d imperforate pair on strip. 



vmt:I- nanu ;:,tamps useo: 

Single ring with "VALLETTA (C.O.) I MALTA" with time and date in one line. 
Diameter 29mm, used between 1897 and 1902. 

Single oval ''VALLETTA/MALTA'' with time and date in one line, introduced in 1906; 
32mm by 24mm. 

Double ring ''VALLETTA/MALTA'' with Maltese Crosses as spacers, time above date at centre. 
Diameter 30mm. Used from 1909 to 1921. 

36 

Maltese Cross in single ring with G.P.O. in the inner circle wiht no date. 
Diameter 27mm. Used from 1894 to 1922. 



M A L TA 

Bar cancellation with MALT A in between five horizontal bars. 

Similar to above but central bar across MALT A. 

Reqistered letter to RUSSIA lOth Mr. 1897 
Five "BAR11 Obliterator with th0 Cc>ntral bar crossing 

1\lALTA 

Dif_f(~rent Colour AdhPsive Olficic::d G.P.U. 1\Jalta. 1\o 15 Envvlopc addrr>sscd 
to London by Hegist(?n'd Post LP<'".lvin(_J l\la1t,;1 un 18th Dc·c. arrivinrJ Lundon 
22nd D0c. 

ON HER MAJESTY'S 

GEWERAL POST OFFICE, MALTA. 

Xo. 15. 

FlVE BAR oblitvrator with l\lALTA within the 11 horizont.:-'-l bars. 11 

'l'"7 



HALF PENNY GREEN 
It is impossible to reproduce all the 21 Invoices so only Invoices up to supply No. 37 issued on the 
18th July 1890 are being reproduced. However a Table giving all the information contained in all the 
21 printngs is being reproduced, which I am sure readers will find interesting. 

Sl~PL Y No. Folio ORDER Il'NOICE INVOICF QTY 

1 (29) 

(30) 

2 (31) 

3 (32) 

4 (33) 

5 (34) 

6 (35) 

7 (36) 

8 (37) 
9 (38) 
10 (39) 
11 (40) 
12 (41) 
13 (42) 
14 (43) 
15 {44) 
16 (45) 
17 (46) 

18 (47) 

19 (48) 
20 (49) 
21 (SO) 

38 

No. QTY. DATF Sheets SI amps 

M72 160, 000 23. 6. 84 688 165,120 
Stamps (+100 optd "SPECIMEN'') 

M92 200 shts 27.8.84 YELLOW 

M157 250 Shts 6.5.85 255 61.200 I 
M216 500 Shts 17. 12. 85 SOS ( 121, 200) 

M250 1, 000 Shts 22. 4. 86 1, 010 (242, 400) 

N28 700 Shts 31.12.86 720 (172, 800) 

N134 1, 000 Shts 3.3.88 1,020 (244, 800) 

N251 1, 300 Shts 29.4.89 1, 315 ( 315. 600) 

0100 1, 300 Shts 18.7.90 1,312 (314, 880) 
0221 312,000 Stp 7.8. 91 1,310 ( 314, 400) 
p22 1, 300 Shts 15. 6. 92 1,320 (316, 800) 
pl98 1, 300 Shts 15.9.93 1, 296 ( 311' 040) 
Q41 1, 300 Shts 13.11.94 1,310 (314, 400) 
Q179 720,000 Stp 18. 11. 95 3,050 (732, 000) 
R69 3, 000 Shts 2. 3.97 3,025 (726, 600) 
R230 480. 000 Stps 7.3.98 2,015 (483. 600\ 
S130 2, 000 Shts 12.4. 99 2,025 (486, 000) 
$196 1, 000 Shts )3. 10. 99 10,160 (2, 438, 400) 

9, 000 Shts ) 
S209 2, 000 Shts )2. 11. 99 2,045 (490, 800) 

480, 000 Stp ) 
$288 480,000 Stp 12. 5. 00 2,042 (490, 080) 
T214 720,000 Stp 18. 11. 01 3,000 720,000 
U109 1, 000 Shts 5. 11. 02 1, 012 (242, 880) 

40,435 (9, 704,400 

The Philatelic Society wishes all our members 
a Happy Christmas 

and 
a Prosperous 1985. 

RFQ. 
No. 
(CA) 
21/1884 

12(1885 

58f188S 

11(1886 

69(1886 

1(1888 

16(1889 

30(1890 
49(1891 
34/1892 
47(1893 
72(1894 
58(95 
92(96 
95/1897 
18(99 
66(1899 

84(99 

18f1900 
100f 1901 
1 01f02 



Private Day Dook "M" 
Page 66 
24 May 1884 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies. 
Malta Postage Dies and Plates, Post Cards, and Registered Envelopes, Embossing Die. 

Taking 2 transfers from the original Colonial Queen's head Die highly 
finishing these transfers equal to the original die and engraving theron the 
approved designs and lettering "Malta one Penny" and "Malta two pence 
halfpenny." @ £50 100 
Taking a transfer as above and engraving theron the word "Malta" and the 
approved design for the Postage Key Die. 50 
Making from the above ld and 21/zd dies 2 Printing Plates of 240 Multiples. 85 170 
Making from the above Key Die and Key Plates of 120 Multiples. 42 10 
Making 3 overprint Plates of 60 Multiple each duties 2d, 4d, 1/-. 12 36 
Making 2 Printing Plates for the Malta Id Interna~tional Single cards. 15 
Making 2 Printing Plates for the Malta Id International Reply Cards. 3 
Taking a transfer from the original Colonial embossing Queen's Head and 
engraving upon the die thus obtained the approved design and lettering "Malta 
Registration Two Pence". 
Striking from the die a punch from which to obtain the working die and highly 
finishing the working die equal to the original. 38 

SUPPLIES: 
Page 72, June 20, 1884 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies. 
Malta Postage Stamp and Post Cards. 

688Sheetsof240Duty Yzd =Stamp 165.120 
specimen v, d I 00 
1072 sheets of 240 Duty Id 
Specimen Id 
2128 sheets of 240 Duty 2Yzd 
specimen 2 1/zd 

257.280 
100 

510.720 
100 

454 10 

Total Stamps 933420 @ th IOd 38 17 10 
26304 ld Single Post Cards @per th 

!()()specimen 
26404 @ th 8/6 11 4 5 
2 cases linedwith tin 18 0 

50 0 3 

Page 77, July 5, 1884 Continuation of the first supply of 20 June 1884 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies. 
Malta Postage stamps, Post Cards and Registered Envelopes 

1017 sheets Duty 2d Postage. 
680 4d 

i697 sheets of 60 = stamps 101,820 

100 each specimen -:--::c::-::-20::-0::----
102,020 stamps @ th 2/1 10 12 6 



250 sheets of 60 Duty 1/- = 15,000 
specimen 100 

15,100 stamps @ per th 3/1 2 6 6 
3000 1d Reply Post Cards 

100 Specimen 

3100 Post Cards @per th 40/9 6 7 3 
9100 2d Reg. Envelopes G size 

100 specimen 

9200 envelopes @per th 34/- 15 12 9 
1950 2d Key Envelopes H size 

100 specimen 

2050 Envelopes @per th 67/6 6 18 4 
Case lined with Tin 12 6 

42 9 10 

Page 157, May 6, 1885 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies. 
Malta Postage Stamps, Post Cards and Reg. Envelopes 

255 sheets of 240 duty Y2d Postage = 61200 stamps @per th 114 4 I 7 
503 sheets Duty 1 d Postage 
512 sheets Duty 2Yzd Postage 
1015 sheets of 240 = 243,600 stamps @per th IOd 10 3 
500 sheets Duty 4d Postage 
50 I sheets Duty 1/- Postage 
1001 sheets of 120 = ~20,120 stamps @)per th 12 10 10 3 
24,720 Int. Post Cards Duty Id @ per th 516 10 10 1 
2700 G size Key Envelopes Duty 2d 34/- 4 11 9 
2 Cases lined with tin 17 6 

40 14 2 

Page 176, July 15, 1885 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies. 
Malta Newswrappers 
Making and Printing Plate for the Yzd Malta Newspaper Wrappers 12 
50,000 Yzd Newspaper Wrappers 

106 specimen 

50,106 @per th 6/6 16 5 8 
Case lined with tin 15 6 

29 1 2 

40 



Page 191, Sep. 23, 1885 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies. 
Malta 5/ • Postage and Plate 

1 aking a transfer from the small Queen\ head highly fini>hing thi> liam.fei 
equal to the original engraving theron the approved design lettering "Malta Five 
shillings". 
Making from the above die on electroplate of 120 Multiples. 
125 sheet~ of 120 Multiple 5/- Malta Postage stamps I ,500 stamps @per th 
106 stamps specimen 
Case 

Page 221,December 17, 1885 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies. 
Malta Postage stamps Post Cards and Reg. Env. 

505 sheets Duty Yzd Postage 
510 sheets Duty Id 
1020 sheets Duty 2'1zd 
2038 sheets of 240 = 488,400 stamps @per th 
500 sheets of 60 Duty 2d Postage = 30,000 stamps 
24,720 Id Posta Cards @per th 
2675 2d G Reg. Env. 
1275 2d H Reg. Env. 
2 Cases lined with tin 

Page 250, April 22, 1886 

1010 sheets Duty '12d Postage 
1020 sheets Duty Id Postage 
1530 sheets Duty 2 Yz d Postage 
3560 sheets of 240 = 854,400 stamps @per th 
1014 sheets of 60 duty 2d Postage = 60840 stamps @per th 
125 sheets of 120 Duty 5/- Postage = 1500 stamps @per th 
73200 Id Post Cards 
12550 2d G Reg. Envelopes 
2,500 2d H Reg. Envelopes 
4 cases lined with tin 

Page 28, December 31, 1886 

720 sheets Duty Yzd Postage 
3060 sheets Duty 2'12d Postage 
3780 sheets of 240 = 907,200 stamps @per th 
412 sheets of 240 Duty id Postage = 98,880 stamps 
24720 Id Post cards 
20,050 2d G Reg. Envelopes 
3750 2d H Reg. Envelopes 
5 Cases 

31-

!Od 
2/1 
8/6 

34/-
67/6 

10 
2/1 
3/-
8/3 

34/-
6/6 

IOd 
1/4 
8/6 

34/-
6/6 

50 
50 

2 5 0 
4 

2 6 

102 7 10 

20 7 
3 2 6 

10 10 I 
4 10 I 
4 6 

17 6 
43 14 

35 12 
6 6 9 
2 5 

31 2 2 
21 6 8 
8 8 9 
2 8 

107 9 4 

37 16 
6 11 10 

10 18 I 
34 I 8 
12 13 I 
2 12 6 

104 13 2 

41 



Private Day Book "N" 
Page 134, March 3, 1888. 

1020 sheets Duty Yzd postage 
I 010 sheets Duty Id postage 
2 h __gQ_ s eets Duty 2Yzd 
4550 sheets of 240 = I ,092,000 stamps 
500 sheets of 120 Duty 4d postage = 60,000 stamps 

Page 251, April 29, 1889 

1315 sheets duty Yzd 
1325 sheets duty Id 
3050 sheets duty 2 Yzd 
5690 sheets of 240 = 365,600 stamps 
510 sheets 120 duty 2d = 61,200 stamps 
2525 Id Post Cards 
25600 2d Reg. Env. 
4 cases 

Private Day Book "0" 
Page 100, July 18, 1890 

1312 sheets Duty 1/zd 
1320 sheets duty Id 
3065 sheets 2 Yz d 
5697 sheets of 240 = I ,367,250 
500 sheets Duty 4d 
500 sheets duty 11-
1000 sheets of 120 = 120,000 
25 200 Id Post Cards 
3000 Id Reply Cards 
25,500 G, 2d Reg. Env. 
4 Cases 

@per th 

@per th 
@per th 
@per th 
@per th 

@per th 

@per th 
@per th 
@per th 
@per th 

INTERESTING QUEEN VICTORIA COVERS 

Cover to "H.M.S. EDGAR" in CHINA (1895) 

42 

!Od 45 10 
2/1 6 5 

51 15 0 . 

IOd 56 18 
2/1 6 7 6 
516 10 14 2 

25/- 32 
2 12 6 

108 12 2 

IOd 56 19 4 

2/1 12 10 
8/6 10 14 2 

40/9 6 2 3 
25/- 31 17 6 

2 7 6 
120 10 9 



Complete set used on Cover. 

Queen Victoria 
Universal Postal Union, Malta Card addressed to FIIME 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
MAL TA 

POST CARD 
ADR£$8 ONLY TO BE 
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MESSRS EMMANUEL SAID 

and 

SAID INTERNATIONAL LTD. 

congratulate 

the Department of Posts and its Employees 

on the occasion of the 

Centenary of the Establishment of the 

Malta Post Office 

1885 - 1985 

AA 



OUR BUYER VISITS MALT A 
TWICE A YEAR TO BUY 

COLLECTIONS, STOCKS 

AND 
GOOD SINGLE ITEMS 

OF 
MOST COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 
PLEASE WRITE GIVING DETAILS. 

We carry comprehensive stocks of: 
Great Britain, Channel Islands, Ireland, 

Malta, Gibraltar, Cyprus, Vatican, 
West Germany. 

PRICE LISTS AVAILABLE 

41 - 42 BEDFORD STREET, STRAND, LONDON WC2E 9HA, ENGLAND. 



SLIEMA 
STAMP 

SHOP 
(prop. 1 oseph Buttigieg) 

111, Manwel Dimech Street, 
Sliema. 

Telephone 30383 

congratulate 

the Department of Posts and its Employees 

on the occasion of the 

Centenary of the Establishment of the 

Malta Post Office 

1885 - 1985 
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A sparkling hotel set in the centre of a sapphire 
sea. Just part of our Blue Ribbon Package. 

Malta where the 
is crystal clear. 

Malta has the cl ea nest 
water in all the Mediterranean. 

And ifs warm enough to swim from 
early April to late October. 

(We also have 3 pools, the largest 
o1e heated.! 

Malta where the service ' •· 

Malta where you discover the 
unexpected. 

Discover the good taste of 
Maltese wines. 

Discover the fun of the frequent 
"Festas" with bands, bunting and 
unusual street stalls. 

is warm and sincere. 4 . ~ic"""·· 
. "Ql'[ r~~\li 1:~ 

Discover the wonder of far 
yesterday in the Medieval Citadel, 
Mdina. 

Malta IS known for "f.-~ r ~ _.._, Malta the ultimate 
its warmth. :varm sunshine. _ ~n f~ ·l; n 1 i ;~., reward tor a job well done. 
Warm hospitality. Warm ~~ .~.: ~~"~---~" • :~:: . We have 30 acres of 
people. Our hotel reflects t:Jib.':' .• : ~ ~-~ 1£ pnvate grounds end1ng nghton 
tris Maltese trait in every ~r;;~J·-~ the blue Mediterranean. 
facet. .......,_::JF.!:'S'- Our 8 Auberges Restaurant caters 

to all European tastes. 
The Taverna del Cavaliere, Falcon 

Bar, Beachcomber Poolside,and Water's 
Edge Fish Barbecue, are worthy of 
the Knights of Malta. ' tit (There's nothing 

~ wrong with our 
·" -~ • modern Maltese 
(']]; ~ :.~.: nights, either.) 
,,C ·•· ' 

- - · Malta where value 
is part ofthe package. 

There are many free activities 
included in our Blue Ribbon Package. 
Tennis and mini-golf, pool chairs and 
services, casino entrance fees, a 
welcome drink, just to mention a few. 



Daily AirMalta flights to London and twice weekly to Manchester give 
you an unmatched service to Britain! 
And what's more, only on AirMalta can you save £M7.50 on the Easyflyer 
by flying night flights on four days of the week - Monday, Tuesday, 
Saturday and Sunday. And still you are assured of the friendly and 
efficient service you have become accustomed to. 
As the national airline we are pleased to extend our traditional hospital­
ity whilst at home. 
For reservations contact your travel agent or AirMalta on Tel: 882916/29 



Enjoy today's milder 
taste of quality. 

du Maurier 
MILD 

For people who put quality first. 



SECURITY PRINTERS 

Printex Ltd. Mill Street, Oormi, Malta Tel: 491535 

congratulate 

the Department of Posts and its Employees 

on the occasion of the 

Centenary of the Establishment of the 

Malta Post Office 

1885 - 1985 

<;1 



DELYA 
HOME CENTRES 

WHERE YOU CAN FIND ANYTHING FOR YOUR HOME 

-~~J~;t SCOTSMON liir-3~1~1!1•J Bras Industrial 
Ice Mach1nes Coffee Mach1nes Sew1ng Mach1nes Drink 01spensers 

~ - -elna B0RKU ... 
KENWOOD 

Sewmg Machrnes Gas Cookers 

©on cord ~ THORN OCEAN 
GAS Freezers 

& Catenng 

® ~~- fJ#(fJ ~~ SLICING MACHINES 

HITACHI & MEAT MINCERS 

Electrrc Heaters 

QB Dream land ~ Electnc Blankets 

VEGETABLE PREPIV\AllClN 

Water Heaters EQUN"MENT 

B'KARA - 28 Mannarino Road. Tel:46029 
COSPICUA - 43/45 St. Paul Street. Tel:823751 

FLORIANA - 35 St. Anne Street. Tel:22625 
GZIRA - The Strand. Tel:39528/514507 

HAMRUN - 690!2 St. Joseph Road. Tel:28670 
PAOLA - Shop 113 Civic Centre, Paola Square. Tel:22220 

RABAT - 36 Main Street. Tel:674278 
SLIEMA - 59 Tower Road. Tel:39365 

VALLETTA - 283 Republic Street. Tel:624081 
HEAD OFFICE - The Lyric, Antonio Bosio Street, Msida. 

Tel: 513652/36278/31071/31072 

!=======We are also Manufacturers of Refrigerated Bar Counters. Freezers & Cold Rooms ======= 

52 



CASH REGISTERS 
SCALES 

WALKIE TALKIES 
PLAYMOBIL 

bland international Ltd. 
A BRANDSTATTER COMPANY 
20, Bulebel Industrial Estate, Zejtun-Malta 
Telephone: 878310-878737 Telex: 1285 MW 



54 

FORMOSA&CAMILLERI LTD. 
incorporating 

AlF. FORMOSA & SONS LTD. 
WALTER CAMILLERI LTD. 

G. TANTI BELLOTTI 

Main Office: TA' XBIEX SEAFRONT, TA' XBIEX. 

Tel. Nos. 38122, 516600/5. 

Telex: 808 INSURE MW. 

Agents for: 

Guardian Royal Exchange Assurance plc 

Sales Representative Offices: 

FIRM MICHAEL A TT ARD National Road, Blata-1-Bajda. 
Tel. 21951,28854 

SAL V A TORE BAJADA 36, Republic Str., Victoria, Gozo. 
Tel. 556521 , 556773 

PATRICK CALLEJA LTD. 43, Zachary Street, Valletta. 
Tel. 24649 

WAL TER CAMILLERI LTD. Ta' Xbiex Seafront, Ta' Xbiex. 

JOHN DEBRINCAT 

Tel. 38122, 516600/5 

16G, Shore Street, Mgarr, Gozo. 
Tel. 556009,551547 

ALF. FORMOSA & SONS LTD. 52, Zachary Street, Valletta. 
Tel. 626301, 624474 

MUSCAT MOTORS LTD. Mizzi House, Blata-1-Bajda 
Tel. 620468, 620469 



ALMARINE 

SERVICES IMITED 
(Managing Director: JOHN M. CALLEJA) 

PROVIDES THE COMPLETE 
SERVICE TO SHIPOWNERS 

& OFFSHORE OIL COMPANIES 

- Shipbrokers -
- Ship Agents -

27/28 Pinto Wharf, 
Valletta -- Malta. 
Telex: 647 MW 

Phones:25607 
20898 
29630 

Cables: CALLJOHN- MAL TA A. 0. H. 30681-23998 
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FOSTER CLARK PRODUCTS LTD. 

San Gwann Industrial Estate 

Birkirkara, Malta. 

Tel. 36904/5. 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

CUSTARD POWDER- BLANCMANGE POWDER -JELLY CRYSTALS­

CREME CARAMEL-COCOA POWDER-INSTANT BREAKFAST DRINK 

POWDER- CORNFLOUR- BAKING POWDER- CULINARY ESSENCES 

AND FOOD COLOURS. 



... the obvious choice ! 

because. . . we are one of the largest auction companies in Switzerland, 
the world's most prominent and secure philatelic centre 

because ... we produce over 40,000 superbly illustrated de-luxe auction 
catalogues sent to an exclusive international clientele 

because ... of our sale of the famous "Blue Boy" cover at US$ 1 million, 
the highest price ever paid for a philatelic item ! 

· because ... we offer an unrivalled service regarding advance and final 
payments according to your requirements and instructions 

Absolute confidentiality and discretion guaranteed 

When visiting Geneva, please come and see us in our spacious 
office premises only 10 minutes from airport or city centre. 

DA VID FELDMAN S.A. 
Case postale 81, (Offices: 175, route de Chancy). 1213 Onex-Geneva, Switzerland 

Tel.: (022) 57 25 30 • Cables: DFSTAMPS GENEVA 



PHILATELIC SERVICES- MALTA 

SETS CURRENTLY ON SALE: 

Postage Due, Airmail '84, Definitive '81, 
Christmas '84, Xth Anniversary 
of the Republic 

FORTHCOMING STAMP ISSUES: 

UFFICCJU 
TAL- POSTA 

w 
MALTA 

Set Release 
Schedule 

Centenary of the Establishment 
of the Malta Post Office 
International Youth Year 
Europa 
40th Anniversary of the 
United Nations 

January 
March 
April 

June 

Keep your Malta collection up-to-date by placing a 

standing order for:-

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVERS 

MINT /CANCELLED STAMPS 

SOUVENIR FOLDERS 

PRESENTATION PACKS 

If you are not on our mailing list, please write to us: 

PHILATELIC BUREAU 
Department of Posts, Merchants Street, Valletta- Malta 

Telephone: 24421 -Telex: llOO MOD MLT MT­
CABLES: POSTGEN MAL TA 
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