
The following was printed in the Edinburgh Chambers' 
Journal No. 280, new series of Saturday, May 12, 1849 
under the heading 

Ocean Penny Postage 
Our friends in AmeriCa are awak

ing up to this subject. They are deter
mined not only to have penny postage 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, but 
also across the Atlantic to the old 
world; and all to be established by the 
United States. So the question will 
soon be, whether Uncle John Bull or 
Brother J onathan shall carry letters 
across the Atlantic for a penny 
a-piece. Jonathan can do this, and 
would do it, if the world should 
challenge him to do 'somethng 
smart'. But uncle John ought to do it 
before anyone else in the world. He 
owes it to the colonies which he has 
planted all over the globe - to the 
millions of his children which he has 
sent out to live in the islands of all the 
oceans and seas far and near, and 
who want to write home every week. 
That is the ocean penny postage the 
world wants: not a penny postage 
across the Atlantic, from Liverpool 
to Boston, but a penny postage across 
all oceans and seas. Brother Jonathan 
is smart for his age undoubtedly, and 
would do a great thing for the world 
if you should once 'raise his dander' 
in the right direction. But we fear his 
purse is not long enough, nor his 
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ships numerous enough, to establish a 
universal ocean penny postage. This 
is Uncle John Bull's mission, and we 
must all put him up to its fulfilment. 
All his children and grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews, at home and 
abroad, must tug at his skirts in their 
most winning way, and with filial 
faith and hope smiling in their eyes, 
meet him by the wayside, and 
fireside, and in all accessible moods 
and conditions, with this question -
'Uncle John, when will you give us an 
ocean penny postage?' Don't be 
discouraged if he poh pohs at it at 
first, and buttons up his pockets, and 
talks about hard times, and all that. 
Keep at him steadily for a year in this 
way, and, like all other good-natured 
uncles, he will give in. Then what a 
jubilee there will be in thousands and 
tens of thousands of homes separated 
from each other by a thousand 
leagues or more of sea! Oh, Uncle 
John! the world would forgive you 
for all the unpleasant accidents vou 
have occasioned in apportioning so 
much of this globe to the members of 
your family, if you would but give to 
mankind an ocean penny postage. -
Burritt's Christian Citizen. 
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