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This letter formed part of the collection of our late President Mr. Louis 
Frank. 

lt is an intresting Historical letter written in Frech signed "Savoja" written 
to his friend Mr. Gilber an employee at the Royal Post Office in Paris. 

The letter bears the personal seal of Mr. Savoja, and the MARSEILLE I DE 
MAL THE hand-stamp which was applied at Marseille. it has a manuscript N°11 
and crossed, which presumably is the fee for the letter. 

The author started wrilting the letter on the 21st January 1773 and the first 
part deals with personal matters, however later on he gives us important 
historical information:-

"The Grand Master "Pinto" has received the last Sacraments these last 
two days. He is in his last minute of life. The pretenders to the Grandmastership 
are doing a lot of lobbying". 
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On the 25th he wrote:-

"The Grand Master (Pinto) died yesterday, at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 
Personally I regret this a lot. Pray God for him. They have nominated as Regent 
the Bailli A flite". 
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On the 28th he wrote:-

" At mid-day they elected as Grand Master Bailli Ximenes, to the satisfactionof 
all the order and even more of the inhabitants of the country. I think that he will 
be favourable to us, and be our protector". 

MANUEL PINTO FRANCISCO XIMENES 

PORTUGUESE ARAGONESE 

Therefore, apart from an interesting description of what happened, this 
letter bridges two reigns of Grand Master Pinto- Grand Master Ximenes. 
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