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STAMP DESIGN

COMMENTS:

~ Stamp Design is a specialised form of art and not every painter
or graphic artist becomes a good stamp designer. What may be excel-
lent in a frame of wall size 100 em x 65 cm will look very different scaled
down to 3 cm x 2 cm. This is a truth that is often forgotten by Postal
Administrations, Stamp Design Committees and artists.

Basically the designer of a postage stamp is a miniaturist, although
possibly not with the same attention to detail as the miniaturists of
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. What the artist has to keep
in mind is that the postage stamp he is designing has to convey a cer-
tain message and must have natural spaces for the name of the
country, value of the stamp and, possibly, a short title inscrpition.
Many good artists are unable to make the crossing, if one may be
permitted a pun, into the land of Lllhput

Admi’c‘tedly the task of a Stam:p Advisory Committee is never
an easy one. If, however, the Committee has a realisation that stamps
are different from full-size paintings the end product ought to be
generally attractive. Unfortunately, it is not only artists who cannot
adjust to the smallness of scale, members of Stamp Design Advisory
Committees seem to be equally blind.

The relevance of what has been said above may be judged from
the 1982 Malta Definitive issue. We have little doubt that the full-size
sketches were most attractive, but scaled down to postage-stamp size
the result is less than satisfactory. Unless and until stamp designers
and Stamp Design Advisory Committees wake up to the fact that a
postage stamp is a work of art in miniature we shall continue to have
unattractive designs over-crowded with detail and garnish in colour.
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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

DDRESS by Dr. J.H. Mercieca, President of the

delivered at the Annual General Meeting at th
on the [i-i-82,

it is indeed with much pleasure, that | welcome you to this l6th
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Philatelic Society, in Mala
and | thank you very much for your participation at this important
annual gathering of our Society. My thoughts a'so go, to those mern- '
bre, who are not gracing us, with their presence, this evening and also, '
to our overseas members, who are supporting the Society and who,
for obvious reasons, are precluded, from joining us.

Philatetic Society,
e Catholic Institute

At a Society’s Annual General It is with much pleasure that [
Meeting it is customary and also state that during 1981, committee
appropriate, to glance in retrospect, meetings, were held more or less
at the main positive and ~negative .regularly, and the attendance of

aspects, in the Society’s previous members, was, on the whole, satis-

vear of life, and to rightfully elate factory, and I avail myself of this
on the former, and possibly find opportunity, to thank them all for
adequate corrective, and remedial their co-operation, and for the good
measures for the latter, in order, work they have put in for the
that we could, in good time, prevent Society in their respective offices,

and I assure them, that it has been
my great pleasure to work with them

these from adversly affecting the life
the life, and the smooth running of

the Society. all. o

I do not deny the fact that during At last  year's first committee
1981, the Society also had its ups meeting, it was decided to effect a
and downs, as, most naturally, change in the Editorship of our

Magazine, and the consequent long
change-over, from the old to the

everything existing under the sun
does, from time to time, have, but,

all in all, I feel that 1981 has been
another relatively healthy year in
the Society’s existence. Our con-
tinuing  happy relations with the
Malta Study Circle of London, with
“ which our Society has very close
‘and friendly ties, and whose scope
of existence, is also much akin to
ours, have yet continued to he
further strengthened, by the arrival
and stay amongst us of two promi-

nent, and now all too-well known
members, of the Circle. Mr. Alan
Bannister and Mr. Graham Smeed,
whom we were very happy to re-
welcome in our midst during last
year.

new editor was definitely a dull note
in last year’s happenings, in the
Society’s life. This not only resulted,
in the publication, and distribution
to members, of only one, instead of
the three numbers of the magazine,
usually appearing, during the course
of the year, but has also, unfortu-
nately, had a harmful effect, vis-a-
vis our relations, with our overseas
members, with whom the magazine,
serves as the Society’s main life-
line, and which, I much fear, may
eventually mean the loss to the
Society, of some of these overseas
members, a situation to be regretted.

Now, that this rather unfortunate




situation has been happily solved, I
sincerely trust, that during the cur-
rent year, the publication of he
Magazine, will again take its normal
course, and we look forward with
pleasure, to the usual three numbers,
coming out at the stipulated dates.
Something on which I have re-
peatedly been harping, and which up
till now has not been solved, is the

fact, that, after 16 years we havel
not, as yet, succeeded in finding
suitable permanent premises, to

house the Society., This no doubt, is
keeping the Society aback from ex-
panding, and increasing its actvi-
ties. It is therefore my earnest wish
that the new committee, soon to be
elected by you, will seriously tackle
the matter, and study all possibili
ties,, to arrive at a solution, of this
long, outstanding problem.
Cooperation and collaboration be-
tween the Postal Administration and
our Society, is somehing, I would
very much like to see materializing.
It really pains me, to see, that
whereas in many countries of the
world, there exists regular organized
contact and collaboration, between
the local Philatelic Societies or Fe-
deration and the Postal administra-
tion (particularly the Philatelic Sec-
ion), such is far from being the case
obtaining in this country. 1 may
here recall, that some months ago,
while at Mr. Godwin Said’s waiting
room, I picked on a French phila-
telic journal (which I asked Mr. Said
to put aside) and in it I read a re-
port of one of the periodic meetings

between officials from the postal
administration and the Philatelic
Federation.

Some years ago, availing my-

self of an opportunity that pre-

sented itself, at a meeting with the

then Postmaster General I did men-
tion and hint at the appropriateness
and desirabiliy of such relations,

being established between the two
bodies, but unfortunately my sug-
gestions and my proposals have not
yielded any favourable result. Surely
the Philatelic Section of the Postal
Administration stands much to gain
from close relaions with the Society,
whose members have bags of ex-
perience and healthy ideas in the
different branches of philately in

rgeneral, and, of Maltese Philately in

particular.

Now, my dear friends and mem-
bers, I turn my words to you and !
thank you all for the valuable and
unstinting support, you have been
giving the Society, particularly dur-
ing the year under review, which,
no doubt is a source of much en-
couragement to those, whom you
yourseives have entrusted with the
management of the Society. It is an
undeniable fact, that in every sphere,
there is always more scope for ad-
vancement, and I therefore, appeal
to you to increase yet more, the in-
terest you already have in the wel-
fare of our Society, Make it a point
to attend all throughout the year,
the monthly meetings, which the
Sociey organises specifically for you,
and NOT, for the four walls, and
the empty chairs, of the big hall
wherein we meet.

Please do realise, and appreciate,
that each and every one of you, is a
cog, in the big wheel of our Society
and even if you do not happen to
be a member of the committee, do
come enthusiastically forward with
your suggestions and ideas, as to
how best we could improve the life
of our Society, and possibly intro-
duce innovations, so as to make our
meetings, and our activities yet
more worthwhile, attractive, and of
a higher standard. Always do your
utmost to diffuse the name of the
Society amongst your stamp friends,
and do encourage and try to per-



suade them, to join us, that our
Society, may grow even bigger and
stronger, and yet more truly repre-
sentative, of the hundred of phila-
lists in Malta. From a long personal
experience, I know only toc well,
how difficult, and how hard it could
be, to prevail on some stamp collec-
tors, who, for reasons of their own,
are Contented to pursue their hobby
in strict seclusion and isolation, and
absolutely shun joining a Society.
I must admit, hwovere, to have, n
the end, succeeded in persuading a
few of these “‘isolationists” or ‘‘sec-
lusionits” (term them how you will),
to ‘join the fold. So do not get dis-
couraged in this respect.

Before bringing to a close, this
address- of mine, I would like to
express my, and your deep gratitude
and thanks, to the Director of the
Catholic Institute, as also to the
-good Franciscan nuns in the past,
- ‘have again throughout 1981, most
- willingly and most helpfully, provid-

modation, for its committee and
may I herefore, in my own, and in
your name, assure them of our ap-
preciation, and thanks for their kind
cooperation and help.

And ﬁnally, to conclude these
words of mine, I want to thank you,
most smcerely, for having giving
me the opportunity to serve you, the
Society and my lifelong favourite
hobby, in the highest office of Pre-
sident for the last ten consecutive
years. It has, no doubt, been quite
an experience o me and I do hereby
affirms, that I have always done my
utmost, to hold high, the name and
the interests of our Society. I thank
you for the confidence you have
shown in me, for your consideration
and your continued support and may
I finally assure you, that meeting
you, and being with you, is one of
the things I do thoroughly enjoy,
and always, very much, look forward
to.
~ Thank you for listening to me.

ed the Society, with suitable acco-

STAMPS & STAMP EXCHANGES

. G. ROGERIO MENDS, Caixa Postal 1686, 90000 Porto Alegre-
RS, Brasil. Interested exchanging stamps of Brazil for mint sets of
Malta, both recent and old issues, basis catalogue.

T. SAWICKI, PL-01582 Woarszawa, Filarecka St. 3/3, Poland
wants exchange partner for mint new issues topics etc., of Malta for
same of Poland. May also be contacted PL- 00950 Warsaw Skrytka
520. '
- MARTIN KORTE Charlottenstr. 3, D-3300 Braunschwexg. West
‘Germany, would like to establish contact with young Maltese stamp
collectors {up to 25 years of age) for exchange arrangements young
‘German collectors. Write to above address giving age‘laddress. ex-
change m’ceres’cs/basa and languages used.



QUALITY PRINTERS

SECURITY PRINTERS

Printex Ltd. Mill Str, Qormi, Malta




THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE SOVEREIGN
MILITARY ORDER OF MALTA

J. J. Emmenegger

N recent months a number of articles have appeared in the
European philatelic press about the stamps of the Sovereign
Military Order of Malta. On the one side some contributors view
these stamps as merely another attempt to squeeze naive collectors.
Others, on the contrary, think that the Order of Malta must be
considered as an independent country with the full right of issuing
its own stamps and that these merit inclusion in collections. In this
article we would like to give the results of the research we have

carried out.

A SPOT OF HISTORY

The Sovereign Military Order

of St. John of Jerusalem, of
Rhodes and of Malta was found-
ed in the early years of the | lth
century by some merchants from
Amalfi. These erected a church
and a hispice in Jerusalem to
house pilgrims visiting the Holy
City. At the time of the Cru-
sades the ''religious" character
was transformed into that of 2
"Military - Hospital'er”  body.
Later on the Order moved on to
Acre and from there transferred
to Cyprus where it remained un-
til 1310. In that year the Order
captured Rhodes and there es-
tablished its headquarters until
it was driven out by the Otto-
man Turks in 1523,

In 1530 the Emperor Charles
V granted Malta in fief to the
Order. That year saw the com-
mencement of a new era for the

Knights. Following the successful
defence of Malta by the Knights
and by the Maltese in 1565 the
Order expanded its fleet and
exercised an important role. In
1798, however, Napoleon occu-
pied Malta and drove the Order
away from the lsland. After the
Treaty of Paris confirmed Malta
as a British possession, the Order
established itself at the Palazzo
di Malta in Rome. Later on the
Order began to be recognised
internationally as an indepen-
dent and sovereign state (with a
title similar to that of the Vati-
can) and enjoyed extra-terri-
torial right for its property
situated in Rome.

This international status is re-
cognised by at least thirty-four
countries (amongst which there
are the Federal Republic of
Germany, Austria, Spain, Portu-
gal, Malta etc.). It maintains



diplomatic relations with a num-
ber of countries in Europe, South
America, Africa and Asia. It has
"Observer status” with  the
Council of Europe, with UNES-

CO and with international or-
ganisations in Geneva.
Its principal activities (finan-

ced partly through the sale of
postage stamps!) consist mainly
in programmes of humanitarian
assistance. These include the
construction, and financial assis-
tance for the running, of hospi-
tals; setting-up and administra-
tion of dispensaries, medical
research  centres and blood
banks; donation of ambulances,
mobile hospitals, ‘equipment to
meet natural disasters etc. lts
social and other assistance pro-
grammes are recognised by the
entire world.

THE ORDER OF MALTA AS A
POSTAL ADMINISTRATION

The Order of Malta began
issuing postage stamps in [966.
Until 1975 these stamps had no
postal validity and were utilised
for affixing on correspondence
carried by the Order's couriers.
These stamps, however, acquired
postal validity in 1975. Stamps
of this period are found in mint
condition or on First Day Cover.
From December 1968, and gene-

rally once a year thereafter, be-

gan issuing a souvenir sheet for
Chirstmas. Every sheet issued is

numbered. The Order's postal
administration also issues ''Ex-
press’ and  ''Postage Due"

stamps. It has also started to
issue maximum cards and postal
cards with imprinted  stamps.
The first maximum cards were
put on sale on the [6th October,
[981. If one judges from the
success of similar cards issued
by the Azores, Gibraltar, Ma-
deira, Portugal, Sweden and
Switzerland, then their success
is assured.

BI.LATERAL POSTAL
AGREEMENTS

On the 4th March 1975 a bi-
lateral  postal agreement was
signed between the Order and
the Maltese Postal Administra-
tion. In terms of this agreement
all mail bearing the Oider's
stamps and addressed to a resi-
dent of Malta via the Order's
bureau in Rome was accepted
for distribution to the addressee
by the Malta .Post Office. From
1975 therefore all the Order's
issues become valid for postage.
Other  bilateral postal agree-
ments were entered into in 1978
[with Liberia) in 1979 (with E
Salvador, the Argentine and the
Phillipines) and in 1980 (with



Uruguay.

The agreement with Malta
lapsed in March 1978 although
some negotiations for its rene-
wal are understood to have taken
place. It is only fair to point out
that the agreement with the Ar-

tion in the Official Gazette. It is
evident that when this agree-
ment becomes effective the
stamps of the Order will be on
a par with those of the Vatican
and San Marino and will attract
even more collectors.

In order to check the validity
of ‘the claim that the Order's
postage stamps are just that !
‘asked a friend of mine in Rome
to send me some items of mail
from the Order's Postal Bureau.
He managed to produce a re-
gistered letter from the Order
to Urugway with a backstamp to
the latter country. Irrefutable
evidence of postal use! The Or-
der is seen as a new '‘country”
to collect. In collecting, of
course, one satisfies his own per-

» sonal choice!

gentine specifically excludes re-
gistered correspondence. The
Order initialled a bilateral postal
convention providing for the ac-
ceptance for delivery to addres-
ses in ltaly of correspondence
posted at the Order's Head-
quarters and franked with the
Order's stamps. Mail addressed
to countries with which the Or-
der has postal agreements would
also be accepted for transmis-
sion franked only with the Or-
der's stamps. This agreement has
been signed by the President of
the Republic and awaits publica-

The Sovereign Military and Hospitaller Ordore of
St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes, and of Malta

Father Augustine Serafini
Monk of the Community of Our Lady
Oshkosh, Wisconsin

$M.OM. Checklist

The numbers given are from Scott, unlless otherwise noted.
CYPRUS

133 Kolossi Castle

133 Queen’'s Window, St. Hillarion Castle

178 St. Hllanon

218

250 t. John ComandariaWine, Knight and Kolossi Castle
496 KoIossi (Europa)

FRANCE

797 Maltese Cross and Leprosarium

FRENCH WEST AFRICA



Two Cars, One Name
Many Advantages

FORD
LASER

dggEC_STAND ING Hatchback
ECONOMY k
HIGH
PERFORMANCE : Up to 52 mpg economy
SUPERB ‘ , and all the power you need
HANDLING YOU HAVE TO DRIVE IT

¥ EXCEPTIONALLY | TOBELIEVEIT R
ROOMY
ELEGANT o
STYLING ’ ' ~
gg,BCEEA TABLE Built to take on the world

“ .

GASAN

ENTERPRISES LIMITED
FORD Showroom, Pieta.
Telephone: 28124.

Gozo Garage
Victoria.
Telephone: 556866.

SGHOUDIOE COrTEates:
E it 85



74 Maltese Cross, Ambulance work of the Order, Anti-Leprosy

Campaign
GABON
c128 Official visit of the Grand Master of S.M.O.M. to Gabon
GERMANY : ~ o
1006 Johanniter-Orden, Maltese Cross
HONDURAS

C365-8 St. John Ambulance, Hospital, Leprosarium, Cross,

ITALIAN AEGEAN ISLANDS :

.60~ . Arms and Cross of Rhodes

63 - o ~

65

C20-26 .. Zepplin over Rhodes

C44-47 Stag of Rhodes and palace

JERSEY BAILIWICK

147 Maltese Cross, St. John Parish

175-178 . British St. John Ambulance Association Centenary, chrhts
ambulances, medieval galley.

455 Knights definitive 4m ‘ '

514-17 School of Anatomy and Surgery, 300th Anniversary, Grand Master
N. Cotoner, Fra’ Giuseppe Zammit

518-20 - Knights’ armour, suits of armour of the Grand Masters

522-33 400th Anniversary of the Consecration of the Church of St. John,
the Tapestries
547-48 Europa, Grand Master N. Cotoner monument’
_ Tapestries, Grand Master Perellos
Restoration of Monuments, 6c Vilhena Palace built by Grand
Master Manuel de Vilhena, 8c Citade] of Victoria, 2c For of St.

' Elmo
5B8 T 1979 Europa, sailing vessel of the order called Speronara
MONACO" = -
481 Medieval leper, Maltese Cross
RHODES ' '
15-23 Galley of the Knights, tomb of a Knlght kneehng Knlght
64-68 View of Rhodes
69-79 Map of ‘Rhodes
74-80 Stag and Maltese Crosses
B1-18 Surcharged definitives as above
. BE1-2  Stag and Maltese Crosses
El-4 do. ’
19 Maltese Cross
Qr11 Maltese Cross, gaIley, castle
RUSSIA -
98 Tsar Paul I, de facto Grand Master 1798 1891
SOMALIA
-195-6 Maltese Cross and Somalj scenes. Commemorate the Convention
gg?{%\; © S.M.O.M. and Somalia concerning’ the care of lepers, 11 Nov. 1953
B108BM-N The Battle of Lepanto o
1690-2 Batfle of Lepanto, Fourth Centenary

121



Issue of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta

Numbers given are those of Emmanuel Soid, Valletta, Malia,

1-9 1966 Various subjects
10-12 1967 Langue Flags

19-22 1967 St. John the Baptist 1
23-26 1968 Historical Seats of the Order I
27-32 1968  Ships

33-36 1968 Christmas

36-40 1969 Military Uniforms 1
41-46 1969 Grand Masters 1
47-49 1969 Christmas

50-55 1970 Hospital Assistance
55-61 1970 Ancient Coins I
62-64 1970 Christmas

65-69 1971 Military Uniforms II
70 1971 Battle of Lepanto
71-73 1971 U.N. High Commission for Refugees
74-76 ; 1971 - Christmas

LEBANON

52 Knights’ Castle, Tripoli (Anatolia)
61 /

73

79

87

94

123

179-80

Ci2

Cc20

C24

C28

C33

LIBYA

Bl4 Knights’ Castle, Tripoli

J41-44

MALTA

192 Fort St. Angelo

192A

193 " Verdala Palace

193A

195 Citadel, Gozo

195A '

196 De P’Isle Adam, Grand Master
196A

197 St. John’s Church

197A

199 Antonio Manoel de Vilhena, Grand Master, statue
204 Palace Square

246 Great Siege Monument

247 Grand Master Wignacourt Aqueduct



Fridges -Washing Machines
Dishwashers - Ceokers
Nizas

the household name

2'KARA, COSPICUA, FLORIANA, GZIRA, HAMRUN, PAOLA, RABAT, SLIEMA, VALLETTA.




348-52
374
387-90
403

109-16
145
146
77-79
80-83
84

85
86-90
91-93
94-99
100-103
104-106
107-109
110-12
113-15
116-18
139
140-45
146
147-52
153
154-58
150.60
161-65
18R-170
171-72
173-77
178-79

Victory Church

Grand Master Cotoner Monument

Grand Master Perellos

Great Siege of 1565, Madonna Damascena, La Valette, Assault on
Fort St. Elmo

Victory Church (def.) -

European Congress of Catholic' Physicians, Grand Master Cotoner

and hospitals

Knights of St. John, deﬁmtlve 4p
SMOM Navy, def. 4§p

Fortifications,

def. bBp

Hall of the chhts def. %
Fourth centenary of the Great Siege, Knights in battle, ships,

mural, arms

and medal of Grand "\/Iaster La Valette

Fourth Centenary of the foundation of Valletta

Auberge Castile

I‘ourth centenary of the death of La Valette

Malta University Blcenenmal Grand Master Manuel Pinto de -

Fonseca

Knights of. Malta art exhibit

Coin, Grand

Coin, Great
1972
1972
1972
1973
1973
1973
1974
1974
1974
1975
1975
1975
1976
1976
1978
1978
1978
1978
1979
1979
1979
1979
1979
1980
1920

SPECIAL DELIVERY

EX1

1975

Master’s barge

Siege Monument

IOLh Anniversary of Grand Master NIajond
Ancient Castles

Christmas

St. John the Baptist 1I

Leprosy

Christmas -

-Grand Mastres IL

“Four Cardinal Virtues
. Christmas

Blood  Bank-, -

Holy Year.~

Christmas

Seats -of the Order II BT
Christmas -~ T Th e T e e
Grand Masters IIT - o0 Z- 0 =00
John the Baptist IV '

Coinage 11

Christmas

Coats of Arms I (high values)

Church of St. John, Siena I

Uniforms ITT

Coats of Arms I (low values)

Christmas

Coats of Arms II (high values)

Church of St. John, Siena II

Dolphins



EX2 19756 Dolphins

EX3 1976 Dolphins
POSTAGES DUES

PD1-01 - 1976 Overprints
PD11-16 1976 Maltese Crosses

MINIATURE SHEETS: One sheet was issued for each Christmas issue and
' one additionais for the Holy Year 1975.
Partzal list of rulers and famous persons, members of National Associations of

the S.M.0.M., who are on stamps or mosh likely to appear on stamps.

AUSTRIA

Karl I

Empress Zita
BELGIUM

Leopold I

Leopold I1

Albert 1

Leopold III

Baudouin

Queen Fabiola

Cardinal Mrecier

Prince Albert of Liege
FRANCE

Giscard d’Estaing, Valery
GERMANY

Adenauer, Konrad von

Prince Felix
MONACO

Rainer I1I, Honorary Chairman,

HUNGARY

Horthy, Admiral Baron Nicholas
ITALY

Victor Emmanuel II1

Humbert II (as Prince)
LICHTENSTEIN

Johann II

Franz 1

Princess Elsa

Franz Josef 1l

Princess Georgina
Johann Adam

Countess Kinsky
LUXEMBOURG

Grand Duchess Charlotte

Grand Duke Jean

Princess Josephine-Charlotte

of Honour
Queen Sofia

International Committee for Leprosy Franco, Francisco

Princess Grace
PORTUGAL
Carlos
Manuel II
SPAIN
Alfonso XIII
Queen Victoria Eugenia
Joan Carlos I, Professed Cross

UNITED STATES
Farley, James A,
VATICAN
Leo XIII
Pius XII
John XXIII
Paul VI
John Paul 1



EMMANUEL SAID

32 BRITANNIA STREET,
VALLETTA — MALTA

Tel. Nos. 622134/27472/26853 .
Cable Address: TRUSTWORTHY
Telex: MW 557 SAITER

A complete service to

MALTA AND SM.OM. STAMP
AND COIN COLLECTORS

[T SO S

Publishers of:
THE MALTA STAMP AND COIN CATALOGUE
MALTA COINS ALBUM
S.M.OM. STAMP ALBUM
~ AND NOW
THE MALTA STAMP ALBUM



A note on “Postal History”

N the first article of the list of rules for Postal History Collections
issued by the International Federation for Philately” a postal history
collection is defined as "one on the study and classification of postal
and philatelic items which are directly relevant to the methods, rout-
ing and conditions of despatch of postal communications . . . or to the

organisation to this end of postal services . . .".

and relevant sequence, proper selec-
tion of the material so that each

In discussing the arrangement
and presentation of a postal history

collection we must assume that the
preliminary study is adequate and
emphasise ways of demonstrating
its adequacy in the presentation of
the material. The first article of the
official rules defines very broadly
the criteria by which this material
should be judged before being al-
lowed into the collection and most
collectors would accept this
tion. There is much more doubt
whether the term ‘‘classification”
used covers adequately the essential
arrangement and writing-up. The

article might suggest that any- as-

of envelopes constitutes a
postal history collection providing
that they have passed through the
post and so can be said to be rele-
vant to ‘‘methods . . . of despatch”’,
etc. Indeed there are people who do
accept such an assembly as a postal
history collection particularly if the
covers dat efrom a period before the
introduction . of  adhesive stamps.

On the other hand those for whom
the word ‘‘history’’ has . meaning

sembly

outside any possible, narrower phi--

latelic sense will affirm that, for
example, an assembly of souvenirs;
a photograph, a page from a diary,
a signet ring, all in a display . case
is in no sense a history or biography
of their owner. The writing or dis-

playing of history demands a narra-*

tion which links the isolated facts or
items together in an undersandable

- our

defini-

“~agreed - that it more

1

element in the narration gets appro-
priate emphasis, and, usually, ex-
planation and interpretation of the
various elements. It is the ask of
the writing-up to achieve this.
Well-designed stamps may be suf-
ficiently attractive to the eye for
their display to generate interest
without a word of written explana-
tion., This is very unlikely to be true

of postal history material. Here,
writing-up is essential to under-
standing and to be meaningful it

often has to be quite extensive. It is
‘a grea -challenge to the skill of the
collector. He must say enough to
explain, but not so much that those
likely to be interested are discour-
aged from reading. Obviously some
audiences are likely to be more in-
terested than others and more dis-
posed to enjoy a slightly longer
text. Before he starts ‘to -consider
his writing-up the collector has to
decide whether the text is largely
for his own eyes alone, or for those
of fellow. specialists, or to excite the

~general interest of members in his

It is generally
important to
choose he right words and endeav-
' to master a clear style than
simply to be brief, Condensation
makes telegrams difficult to read; a
very c¢ondensed style in writing-up
may inhibit rapid comprehension.
Almost everything which has been

local stamp club.
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said earlier about arrangement and
writing-up applies to the presenta-
tion of a postal history collectio
with at least one important addition,
“narrafion’’. Stamps and postal
stationery can always be arranged
in date sequence without there being
any justification of this arrangement
in the text. The historian, however,
mus try, whenever possible, to em-

phasise the connection between a
particular exhibit and the items
which follow it; he must develop a
"story line explaining not only

# This is the organisation more generally
known as the Federation Internationale de
Philatelie (or simply, “F.IP.”).

“why'’', but also ‘““why at this par-
ticular moment”.

"Becdiisé so much of the 'material
for a postal history collection is
likely to be on cover or to consist of
items of similar size, e.g. small
maps, it will be difficult to introduce
variety into the layout of the maerial
and where possible recourse will be

had to arranging envelopes in
groups, so that they eclipse one
another without important postal

markings being obscured.

A postal history collection is likely
to be even bulkier than one which
includes postal stationery so the use
of guards to ensure that albums
keep their shape will be necessary.

Note: This article is extracted from a series of articles by 4.

Dehn’> which
Magasine™ .

appeared in

a

supplement to the ‘‘Philatelic



MALTA “POSTAGE DUE HANDSTAMPS”

, , | by Dr. J.H. Mercieca
The mterest handstruck markl'n‘gs.; known as "Delivery Charge

Marks", indicating the amount charged by the Malta Post Office, for
delivery of mail from overseas, were used in the early 19th century.
The earliest recorded marking to date being a 4 Tari on the 29th.
August 1816. These marks were originally struck in. Maltese currency
and consist of the month and day, fo”owed by ’che amount.
Sept.: 25, T: 4
It appears that "delivery charges' were, 2 Tam for a single letter
and 4 Tari for a double letter.
" In 1820 an extra 10 Grani was added if- the letter was disinfected.
Oct.: 14: T: 4:10. (10 grani extra charge)
Late in 1825 sterling replaced Maltese currency and new rates
introduced. .
I5 Dec: S, d - 25 Mar. Free‘i : e
These strikes seem to have been used until the late " 1840's, the
lates so far recorded being a "'Id on the 27th. Jan. 1848.
Between 1829 and 1836 a strike in an oval (horizontal) frame with

the words "ONE PENNY FOR DELIVERY" is found on local mail.

This handstamp on
mail originating Malta
Lazzaretto,  charge,
seems to have only

been used from, or pas-
sing through, the and
was obviously a disin-
fection.

ONE PENNY
FOR
DELIVERY

The earliest ""Postage Date" 'hands‘tamps, indicating the amount
due on unpaid or underpaid mail: were issued in September 1867.
These consist of a value in a circular frame.

The first batch of their circular framed "postage due handstamps
were introduced on the [5h September 1867 and comprised the fol-
lowing values:— 4d, 5d, éd, 8d, 9d, Is/- and Is./4d. Additional values
in the same series, consisting of the ¥ Id, 1%, 2%, 3d, 7d, 10d, and Is 3d
denominations were issued in 1896 and 1897.

The first #d handstamp, introduced in 1896 was replaced in 1897
by another type of #d for the reason that the first #d issued, could be
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confused, or looked ke a Is 2d (one shilling and twopence), though
there was no letter "'s" for shilling above the "I" of d.

It is to be noted, that there is no record, so far, that the 10d and
Is 3d denominations have ever been used.

Unframed values, similar to the type used in the U.K. also exist
for the 2d and 6éd values. The 6d was withdrawn with the introduction
of the circular framed handstamps in 1867, which also included the éd
denominations. However, since no circular-framed handstamp was
ever issued for the 2d, this handstamp was kept in use concurrently
with the circular framed series.

An unusual type of handstamp for the Id
and 3d denomination only, in a vertical oval
frame with an 'A 25" beneath the value tablet,
appeared on underpaid mail during the latter D
part of the 19th century. The Id appears to 3
have been used on local underpaid mail and
the 3d did the same service on mail coming in A 25
from overseas. Both  these handstamps were
withdrawn in 1896 with the introduction of the
corresponding new values in the circular frame
series.

According to Robson Lowe's Encyclopaedia of British Europe
stamps, these two oval handstamps were used "in red ink'' as postage
paid marks during a local shortage of the corresponding Id and 3d
Great Britain stamps, which at the time were in current use in Malta.
Handstamps in U.P.U. centimes

In 1896 a small circular frames handstamp for 5 centinies was
received in Malta. Duplex tax marks in centinies are known for other
values. These markings in international currency were used exclusively
on outgoing mail.

The duplex has b’ee‘n
found bo’ch_.wit‘h and

without the figure ""2"" above and in between the two circles.
Box-framed handstamps.
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DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT NEW ISSUES

by Joseph Farrugia

EUROPA 1981 ISSUE

Date of Issue ...... e S U .. 28th. April 1981
Values ... P 8c and 30c.
Stamp Size ..ol O T i 27mm x 33mm.
Art Designer .........o.cooieeeenn.n. i e Harry Borg
Printers ...l B PO Printex Limited Malta.
Process ....coeeiiieiieniinnen S S T Lithography.
Perforation ...........c......oeeis e U e aaras 14 x 13.75
Watermark ................... et wevieesieaneee. Maltese . Crosses  pointed
, ; . -sideways.
Paper ..o, teriiieeeiidigessaioneo.. Chalk Surfaced.
Gum e e e e e e e e e .- P.V.AL
Colours: villages during summer ‘‘festas’.

The colour of these stamps was
produced by the four colour process.
Designs:

This is the eleventh set in the
series. of Europa issues. The theme
for this year chosen by C.E.P.T. is

. ““folklore’’.

The 8c stamp features a horse
race on the occasion of a local ‘‘fes-
ta’’. Traditional horse racing has
long ‘'been a favourite sport, with
races taking place on the road in-
stead of on a race track. Such races

" are held on ‘‘festas’’ like ‘““Imnarja”
and ‘‘St. Rocco’s Day”, at Rabat,
Malta, and ‘‘St. John’s Day’’ at
Xewkija, - Gozo. The ‘‘Imnarja”

races can be traced back to the 15th.

century. The prizes distributed in
most of these races are called ‘‘pal-
ji’’,- consisting of strips of fine da-
mask of various shades, about two
metres in length and half a metre
wide. o

The 30c stamp depicts the greasy
pole, known as the ‘‘gostra’’. This
is another popular event which takes
place at several seaside towns and
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During the festivities of ‘‘Il-Vitto-
ria’’ held in September each year,
the ‘“‘gostra’’ is always included in
the official programme.

The ‘‘gostra’ consists of a long
tapernig pole, placed at an incline
from the head of a barge, with a
small flag fixed at the end. The pole
is covered with grease and soap to
make jt slippery, the aim being to
make it very difficult for the compe-
titors to run up the pole and seize
the flag. At first there would be
several unsuccessful attempts, with
the competitors tumbling down into
the water, and then renew the at-
tempt, until the winner succeeds in
getting hold of the flag, on his way
down into the sea.:. =

This year’s Europa. issue is again
printed in small Panes of ten stamps.
Both values are of the vertical for-
mat, Each Pane is divided info
twelve spaces, three rows of four.
The first and second spaces of the
top row are used for description
purposes, including the C.E.P.T.
symbol, ‘‘Europa 1981"" and the



name of the sport depicted by the
stamp. The value of a whole Panc
of stamps is ‘seen in the middle of
the top margin and printed in Black.

Colour checks in the form of
coloured dises, 3mm in diameter,
are seen in the right hand margin
of each Pane, next to the last stamp
of the bottom row. The
from op to bottom correspond to
the colours used for Pane numbers
from left to right on all Panes of
both values.
a number o Pfanes from the back,
I would say that two different kinds
of paper were used for the printing
of this set.

Each Prnited Sheet, of each value,
consisted of nine Panes of ten
stamps, ‘A’ to “I”.

Plate/Pane Numbers

These are seen under the first
stamp of the bottom row, in each
Pane of both values,

8 = 1A x 4 up to & includ. 11 x 4.
30c = 1A x 4 up to & includ. 11 x 4.

Perforation of Margins

The top margin of Panes ‘A",

“B’ and “‘C” of both "values are
imperforate, whilst the top margin
Of Panes (‘D”’ K‘EY), ((F!?’ ‘(G7”

“H” and “I” are fully perforated.
The left hand, right hand and bot-
tom margins of all Panes from ‘‘A”’

o “I”” in both values are also fully
perforated

colours

After looking at quits:

A‘[‘_‘\” ((B’V ‘(CY’
WMK. WMK. WMK.
uDH (KN nR R CEENYS
WMK. WMK. WMK.
' K‘G’) K(I_IS’ n’(I”
WMK. WMK. WMK.
each value, before cutting into

Panes, would have looked as shown
on left, the perforator running from
top to -bottom. Looking at the Print-
ed’ Sheet as shown, samps of both
values would be seen the right way
up, hence why watermark in indi-
vidual stamps is sideways.

imprint Blocks

The imprint “PRINTEX LIMI-
TED MALTA” is seen under the
last stamp of the bottom row, in
cach Pane. Letters are Imm high
and printed in black.

A special hand-postmark was used
for cancellation on the first day of
issue, It is inscribed ‘“‘L-Ewwel Jum
Tal-Hrug — Malta’”’, the name of
the respective locality and the date
98 .4.81”. The CEPT  emblem is
also incorporated in the postmark.
This set will remain on sale up to
Monday 28th. December, 1981, un-
less stocks are previously exhausted.

A total - of £M326,276 worth of
~ stamps was sold up to 12.45 p.m. on

The Printed Sheet of each the first days of issue of this set.

XXV INTERNATIONAL FAIR OF MALTA ISSUE

Date of Issue ..........cooo.... e e e e 12th. June 1981.

Values  ...ooiiiiiiiieinnns AP 4c and 2bc.

Stamp  SIZE  .eveiiiiiiiiie e e 24.8 x 26.43mm.

Art Designer .............. AT O TR AP tviseernien Anthony De’ Giovanni,
Printers  .ooviiiiiiieeieinnn T SO SR Printex Limited Malta.
Process ..oiiiiiiivieieeniiinn T R ,L.ithography.

Perforation ...ccooevvivnvinnn. PRt IR TR geieereenrenans 13.5 x 13.5.

Watermark  ...oooiiieiiiiiinnne e e e Maltese Crosses pointed

sideways.
.. Chalk Surfaced.
... P.V.A,. ‘




The colours used for the produc-
tion of these stamps are: 4c value,
red, yellow, blue and black.

25c value, orange, green,
deaux and black.

The main objectives of the Inter-
national Fair of Malta are the pro-
motion of exports, the establishment
of international contacts and the in-
crease of domestic trade. The Fair
is held annually in the beautiful
gardens of Palazzo Parisio, Naxxar,
from the Ist. to 15th. July. This
marks the 25th. edition of this event.

With the expansion of Maltese
industry, the outlook of the Fair
has changed from an original dis-
play of imported goods, to that of
a mixed display of locally manufac-
tured and imported goods, with an
increasing representation of Malta
made products.

Over forty countries have at one
time or another taken part in this
Fair, including the Government of
Malta, through a number of its
Ministries.

The International Fair of Malta is
affiliated with the Union des Faires
Internationales, and is the Island’s
shop window, displaying amongst
other things, a varied choice of pro-
ducts testifying to the skill of the
© Maltese worker and industrialist,
towards export promotion of locally
produced goods. It also gives the
ever increasing number of foreign
visitors, buyers, as well as others
the opportunity to see Maltese pro-
ducts and discuss purchases on the
spot,

The stamps have a face value of
4c and 25c, and are designed by
Anthony. De Giovanni. The theme
of the design is a beautiful and
simple one, the numerals ‘25’ (be-
ing the 25th. edition of the fair)
with the Malta Trade Fair emblem.

Colour checks in the form of
coloured discs 3mm in diameter are
seen in the right hand margin, next
to the last stamp of the bottom row.

bur-

The colours from top to bottom cor-
respond to the colours used for Pane
numbers, from left to right on all
Panes of both values,

Cumulative totals of progressive
columns of stamps are seen in top
and bottom margins, printed in
black.

The Printed Sheet of each value
consisted of four Panes, A, B, C
and D. Each Pane has fifty stamps
made up of five rows of ten. Both
values are of the vertical format.

These are seen wudner the first
stamp of the bottom row.

4c = 1A x4,1Bx 4, ISx 4, ID x 4.
25c = 1A x4, 1B x4, 1Cx 4, 1D x 4.

The top margin of Panes A and
B is imperforate. The top margin of
Panes C and D is fully perforated.
The left hand, right hand and bot-
tom margins of Panes, A, B, C and
D are also fully perforated. In some
A Panes of the 4c value, some re-
gistration lines were seen in the top
left hand corner.
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PANE “A” PANE “B”
WMK. WMK.

PANE “C” PANE “D”
WMK. WMK.

From a study of all the details

given, the Printed Sheet of each
value, before cutting into Panes,

would look as shown on left. Look-
ing at the Printed Sheet as shown,
stamps would be seen the right way
up, hence why watermark is side-
ways in individual stamps. Perfora-
tor ran from top to bottom.

“PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA”
is seen under the last stamp of the
bottom row, in all Panes of both
values. Letters are Imm high and
printed in black. An Imprint Block
of four will also include the colour
checks.

A special handstamp was used for
cancellation on the first day of issue.
This set will remain on sale up to
Monday 28th. December, 1981, un-



INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF DISABLED PERSONS ISSUE

Date of Issue ... oo 1Tth. July 1981,
Values ... e s¢ and 35c.
Stamp  Size ... . v 2603 x 35mm.
Art Desigmer ... Antoine Camilleri.
Printers ... ... B S ..... Printex Limited Malta.
Process ... S Lithography.
Perforation ... e 13.4 x 13.5.
Watermark ... S RN Printex Limited Malta.
sideways.

APET e s e Chalk Surfaced.
Gum . e e P.V.A.

Colours: economic situation of the handicap-

The colour of this set was pro- Ped. Through these measures seve-
duced by the four colour process, ral handicapped persons lead near
plus the colours “lilac’ and ‘‘light normal lives and others earn a living
brown”’ for the frames of the 3c and Dy their own abilities. Maintaining
36c value stamps respectively. and broadening the good work done
Designs: so far, should result in enabling the

" To mark 1981 as the International h?ndicapped to live in dignity as
Year of Disabled Persons, chosen useful members ot.thc society,

by the United Nations General As- ICOIOI:;'S i che03ks in  the form of
sembly, the Malta Postal Adminjst- Ccooured discs omm in dlam'etber are
ration issued two special stamps. S¢CM in the right hand margin, next
The two stamps were beautifully de- L0 the last stamp of the bottom for
signed by:artist, Antoine Camilleri. P]zlm; numb(;rS, from left to right on
The 35c value stamp shows a han- &1 Panes o both values. )
dicapped child playing with other Cumulative totals of progressive
children and the 3¢ value stamp de- columns of stamps are seen in top
picts a disabled person in a wheel- . g;‘dl‘ bottom ~margins, printed in
chair painting by mouth. The ack.

stamps also reproduce the official ’I‘lge Printed Sheet of each value
1.Y.D.P. emblem, representing two cOnsisted of three Panes, A, B and

people holding hands in solidarity C. E‘ach Pane ha.? {gffy stamps made
and support of each other in a posi- UP Of ten rows of five stamps. Both

tion of equality. The emblem symbo- values are of the vertical formaf.
lizes equality,' hope and support. These are - seen under the first

The theme of IL.Y.D.P. is “Full sStamp of the bottom row.

s e RV 3c = 1A x5, 1B x5, 1IC x5
t Equality’’, 1 ' ’ :
Participation’ and Guality n 35c = 1A x 5 1B x 5, 1C x 5.

Malta, steady progress has been sus- ) ( !
tairied to- alleviate the lot of the less Perforation of Margins

fortunate members of the Maltese The top margin of Panes A, B
community. The provision of shel- and C, is imperforate. The botfom,
tered workshops, joint projects with left hand and right hand margins of
~voluntary organisations, plus recent  these same Panes are fully perfora-
legislation has greatly improved the ted. In Pane A of the 3c value, re-
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gistration lines were seen in the top “PRINTEX LIMITED MALTA”

left hand corner. is seen under the last stamp of the
- bottom row, iIn all Panes of both
PANE PANE PANE values. Letters are lmm high and
cepn g «on printed in black. An Imprint Block
of four will also include the colour

WMK. WMK. WMK. checks.

. ; A special hand-stamp was used for

From a study of details given, capcellation of philatelic mail on the
the Printed Sheet of each value, g, day of issue. A total of
before cutting into Panes, would  £n41 564 worth  of stamps were
look as shown on left. Looking at gold from the G.P.O. and Branch
the Printed Sheet as shown, stamps pgst Offices up to 12.45 p.m. on the
would be seen the right way up, first day of issue. This set will re-
hence why watermark is sideways ..o o sale up to Monday, 28th.

in individual stamps. December, 1981, unless stocks are

lmprin’c B{ocks previously exhausted.
, WORLD FOOD DAY ISSUE

Date of Issue .oooooiiiiiii -16th. October 1981,
Values * ......iiviein, O SOOI eare e 8c and 23ec.
Stamp Slze e J T S O 27mm x 33mm.
Art Designer .....ocooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien s e ieen s Richard Caruana.
Printers  ......... R S N Maltese Crosses pointed
Process ooiiiiiieiiniin B PP Lithography.
Perforation .........coooovvviiviieiiiiienigon e, o ierenienans . 13.9 x 13.75
Watermark‘ e P P Maltese Crosses pointed

E h sideways.

Chalk Surfaced.
P.V.A.

"~ Colours: ‘columns of stamps are seen in fop
8c ‘Sienna, grey, ochre and black. and bottom margins, printed in

23c Khaki, bl h d black.  black..
D:signz'! 1o ooe a8 The Printed Sheet of each value

consisted of three Panes, A, B and
- To mark the first orld Food VI
Day, 5 siso icorporated n the de. G EECh Pane hae B stamps made
sign.. Congratulations to Richard P ps-

. : . values are of the vertical format.
Caruana,. the designer of this set, Plate/P. Numb
who succeeded in producing such a T' e/ rane INumbers
beautiful, simple and effective set. These are seen under the first
Colour checks in the form of -stamp of the bottom row.
coloured discs 3mm in diameter are 8¢ le x 4, 1B x 4, 1C x 4.
seen in the right hand margin, next ~23¢ =14 x 4, 1B x 4, 1C x 4.
_to the last stamp of the bottom row. Perforation of Margins
. The colours from top to bottom cor- * The top margin of Panes A, B
respond to the colours used for Pane -and C, is imperforate, The bottom,
numbers, .from right to left, on all left hand and right hand margins of
‘Panes, of ‘both values. = - "'these same Panes are fully . perfora-
Cumulative totals of progressive ted. In Pane C of both values, re-

nH
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gistration lines were seen in the top
right hand corner.

PANE PANE PANE
((A” 6(B7’ A(CY}
WMK. WMK. WMK.

From a study of details given,
the Printed Sheet of each value, be-
fore cutting into Panes, would look
as shown on left.

“PRINTEX LIMITED MALTAY
is seen under the last stamp of the
bottom row, in all Panes of both
values. Letters are Imm high and
printed in black. An Imprint Block
of four will also include the colour
checks.

A special hand-postmark was used
for cancellation on the first day of
issue. The postmark also incorpo-
rates a line drawing of an ear of
corn in a flask symbolizing the con-
tribution made by Science towards
greater food production. Up to 12.45

Looking at the Printed Sheet as
shown, stamps would be seen the
right way up, hence why watermark
in individual stamps is sideways.

Imprint Blocks.

p.m. on the first day of issue, sales
totalled £M31,925 from the G.P.O.
and Branch Post Offices. This set
will remain on sale up to Thursday,
25th. . February, 1982.

In 1923 the circular-type handstamps were with- D
drawn and replaced by a series of 14 denominations in 3
box frame. The values in box frame comprised the #d, Id.
13d, 2d, 2%d, 3d, 4d, 4%, 5d, 6d, 7d 8d 9d and 1/-.

These box-frame handstamps were replaced by postage due
adhesives on the 16th April 1925 when the provisional set of 10 deno-
minations, printed by the Governmental Printing Office, in Valletta.
was issued.

Subsequent to the issue of the postage-due adhe-
sives, these box-framed handstamps, struck in red ink,
were used for some time, as accounting marks.

5’

NOTE :— This article is based on information supplied by Mr. Hadrian Wood.
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Bnjoy luxurious hotels, good food

tropical beaches, exciting nightlife

and unusual sighi-sesing.

Are you looking for an exotic and pleasurable
holiday with a difference and a

shopping paradise?

to the Orient
Hong Kong, Bangkok, Pattaya Beach, Singapore,
Manila, Taipei, Bali, Tokyo and Bombay

with Cathay Pacific Airways.
Discovery Tours are designed for individuals,

families or groups. Choose your destination
and we take care of all your travel arrangements.

Make an appointment with John Lowell or
Willie Caruana and find out more about it.

CEL Travel
Tower Road Sliema. Authorised agents for
Telephone: 35859, 38985, 38980  CATHAY PACIFIC
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MALTA - A DIARY
January — June 1981

“‘Postage Paid’’ hand-stamps of the 5S¢ denomination were

used at all Branch Post Offices in Malta and at the Branch Post

Office, Mgarr, Gozo, as from Friday, 2nd. January, 1981. The

hand-stamps, besides the ¢3 denomination and the date, have
e

inscribed thercon “Postage Paid” and the name of the respee-

tive locality.

The ‘‘Postage Paid" hand-stamps of the 25¢ denomination,
currently in use at the saild Branch Post Offices, were with-
drawn from use at the closc of business on Wednesday, 31st,
December, 1980.

A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: ‘‘Next Stamp
Issue — Birds Set — 20 Japuary 1981 ‘‘was used, on and off,
during the period 5th. to 19th. January, 1981, at the Central
Mail Room. ’

The P.M.G. notified that, to mark the 150th. birth anniver-
sary of Heinrich von Stephen, founder of the Universal Postal
Union, a machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: ‘‘Heinrich
Von Stephen — 18351-1981"", was used at the Central Mad

Room on the Tth. January, 1981. The slogan also incorporates
" the emblem of the U.P.U.

Applications for the post of Sub-Postmaster at Sliema were
issued again in the Govt. Gazcette of the 9th. January, 1981.
This notice has appeared four times already, the first time being
in March 1979,

The 4m stamp of the First Decimal Definitive Postage Set has
been reprinted by Printex Limited. This stamp was available
for sale from the Philatelic Counter of the G.P.O.

“Birds” set issued to-day. A special hand-postmark was used
for the cancellation of philatelic mail, on the first day of issue.
The lc and 2c stamps of the First Decimal Definitive Postage
Set were reprinted by Printex Limited. These stamps were
available for sale from the Philatelic Counter of theG.P.O.

In the Govt. Gazette of to-day’s date, it was announced that
the opening of a new Sub-Post Office at Marsascala has been
approved. Applications for the post of Sub-Postmaster a this
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localiy were to be received by the Posmaster General up to 5.00
p.m. of Monday, 2nd. March, 1981.

The duties, obligations and remunerations of Sub-Post-
masters were also listed. k
The 8m stamp of the First Decimal Definitive Postage Set has
been reprinted by Printex Limited.

The stamp was available for sale from the Philatelic Coun-
ter of the G.P.O,

A machine stamp canceiling slogan reading: ‘‘Hotel Cater-
ing And Tourism — International Exhibition 12-18.3.81" was
used from the 12th. to the 18th. March, 1981, at the Central
Mail Room.

In o-day’s Govt. Gazette, approval had been given to open =
Sub Post Office at Fgura. Applications for the post at this
locality were to be received by the P.M.G. up to 5.00 p.m. of
Monday, 20th. April, 1981.

The P.M.G. notified that with effect from Wednesday, 18th.
March, 1981, the Sub Post Office at St. Paul’s Bay was going
to be transferred to No. 40F, St. Paul’s Street, St. Paul’s
Bay.

In to-day’s Govt. Gazette, by means of notice No. 179, the
Prime Minister approved the appointment of Mr. Saviour Psaila
as Head 1, to do the duty as Postmaster General with effect
from 16th. March, 1981.

A machine stamp cancelling slogan inscribed: ‘‘Next Stamp
Issue — Europa ’81 Set — 28 April 1981°" was used on and off,
during the period 10th. April to 27th. April 1981, at the Central
Mail Room.

“Europa 1981°" set issued to-day, a special hand-postmark
was used for the cancellation of philatelic mail on the first day
of issue. The C.E.P.T. emblem is also incorporated in the
postmark. .

A machine stamp cancelling slogan inscribed: ‘“World Tele-
communication Day — Telecommunications And Health” was
used on the l4th., 15th. and 16th. May, 1981, at the Central
Mail Room.

A commemoraitve postal card was issued on the occasion of
the participation of the Malta Post Office in the WIPA 1981
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Internaional Samp Exhibiion which was held from he 22nd. to
the 31st. May, 1981, in Vienna, Austria. The Europa 1981
stamps and an appropriate motif are printed in multicolour on
the postal card. The card was available for sale at 38c from the
Philatelic Counter, G.P.O., from the 22nd. to the 31lst. Mav,
1981, unless socks were previously exhausted.

The postal cards were available for sale both in mint con-
dition and with the stamps cancelled with a special hand-stamp
inscribed, ‘‘Post Office Malta — 22-31.V.81 — WIPA 1981”
and incorporating the Emblem of Malta and the Postal Horn.

The postal card could have been sent through the post. In
the case where the stamps on the postal card were cancelled
with the special hand-stamp menioned above, it could have been
sent through the post at no extra charge provided that it was
posted after the 31st. May, 1981, should have the proper post-
age affixed thereon additionally. The samp or stamps covering
the postage are cancelled with the normal metal hand post-
mark. Orders for the WIPA 1981 postal cards could have been
placed at the Philatelic Counter G.P.O. up to the 19th. May
1981. :

20 — 5 — 81 A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading: ‘‘Next Stamp
Issue — XXV International Fair — Of Malta Set — 12th.
June 1981, was used on and off, during the period 25th.
May to 1lth. June, 1981, at the Central Mail Room.

12 — 6 — 81 ““XXV International Fair of Malta’’ set, issued to-day. A
special hand postmark was used for the cancellation of philatelic
mail on the first day of issue.

26 — 6 — 8 Six new metal hand date-stamps were put in use at the B.P.O.
Sliema, on Thursday, 25th. June 1981, The new hand date-
stamps are inscribed ‘‘Sliema — Malta”.

The six-date-stamps which were replaced were withdrawn
from use at the close of business on Wednesday, 24th. June
1981.

S 3



FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

N spite of the general economic recession many postal administra-
tions seem to have entered into 1982 with the same mentality pre-
valent in earlier and better years. To some administration the stamps
collector appears to be acreature sent into the world to be fleeced.
These are strong words but the unremitting spate of special and omnibus
issues, whether maxi or mini, leaves one with no other choice.

Last year we had one royal event
- commemorated by a large number
of countries, including North Korea
which has no wuse for royalty and
no discernible connection with the
British Royal Family. This year we
shall be celebrating the Princess of
Wales’s 21st birthday, Lord Baden
Powell, the Year of the Elderly, the
World Cup and, possibly, the birth
of a royal baby. With every special
issue the poor collector is told that
if he misses out he will be losing
opportunity of a lifetime. When it
comes to the total cost of every such
issue the selling blurbs become very
coy.

There are few postal administra-
tions not too obviously obsessed
with milking the collector dry.
Those few who still think of the col-
lector as someone worth cultivating
and who follow reasonably sober
issuing policies are the ones whose

stamps are likely to have a more
lasting  value. In Europe, for ex-
ample, the vpostal administrations

which have not resorted to gimmick-
ry includes Andorra, Cyprus (both
failings, particularly with regard to
Greek & Turkish) the Faroes, Green-
land, Iceland, Malta and Switzer-
land. These countries do have their
the number of issues per year, but
their sins are still venial ones.

Some other countries have clam-
bered on the band-wagon of gufter-
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pairs, special booklets, innumerable
maximum cards, special size sheet-
lets for each issue and so on ad in-
finitum. These countries are aided
and abetted by dealers eager to
make a quick killing and always
ready to move on to other and bet-
ter things.

In the non-European area the
countries with a sober issuing policy,
although not above an occasional
gimmick, include the Antarctic Ter-
ritories (Australian, British, French
and New Zealand), Ascension Is-
land, Christmas Island, Cocos {Kee-
ling), Islands, Pitcairn Islands, To-
kelau Islands and Tristan da Cunha.
The South African homelands, if
one forgets the political odour, have
so far managed to keep their noses
clean philatelically.

Every collector is free to collect
whatever pleases him and if he finds
it interesting to collect colourful
labels no one can gainsay him.
However, it is always advisable to
devote some of one’s energies to
collecting stamps and postal mater-
ial of a country whose stamps are
really used for the actual pre-pay-
ment of mail and which does have
to resort to gimmicks to entice col-

lectors. One hopes that when the
exuberance of certain administra-
tions is exhausted they will again

start to tread the pah of philatelic
sobriety.



PHILATELIC BUREAU

Department of Posts
Auberge d'ltalie
Valletta — Malta

(Tel. 24421)

Keep your Malta collection up-to-date
by placing a standing order for:
(Mint/Cancelled Stamps
Official First Day Covers

Souvenir Folders

Presentation Packs

Next Stamp lssue: lssue date:
Christmas 1982 ' 8 October
Maltese ships I3 November
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