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" IS~SIGRA U L-BNIBUEM @

Ta?

Charles Attarde

Btrarstl msaummra fuqhek, rajtek tofrog l-art u tiehu l-hajja,
imbaghad, rajtek tikber, toghla u thaddar sakemmn bdejt tifrex
dirghajk 'l hawn u 'l hinn, biex tahthom tinsatar u tistkenn mire
rwiefen u mixexita u mill-bard. |

Kemn kbiert mill-annar li rajtek! Angas kont gharaftek.

Kemn sirt sabiha u kemm sirt kbarija? Zmien ilu ra tek tixxejjer
mar-rier u mhux darba u tnejn, hsibiek sejra titlef hajtek. Il=
lum, ghadda z-zuien u m'ghadnix narak izjed imnezza' u mecahhda mis-
satre. Il=lum, ilbist u ma hallejt xejn jidher minn gismek, ghajr
riglejk 1i fuqhom tinsab wieqfa, tissielet mar-rwiefen u l=gilla

ta' leiljieli xitwin. Il=lum, taht ilbiesek, wiehed jista' jsib
l-hena u l-kenn, Kem: int sabiha meta int f'siktek. Dirghajk
mifruxa, mizghuda b'mijiet ta' weraq fin u hlejju, narahom imellsu
l=arja safja ta'! madwarek. Kemmn u kerm nies, taht dellhek jistkennu
millegilla tax-xita u x-xemx? Vkoll l-ghasafar, fik, isibu kennhom
u fuqg dirghajk, tarahom jittajru, jsemmghu lehinhom, f'ghana ta'
tifhir 1il Mulej, ii--rallieq tal-hlejjag kollha,

X'dehra helws, dik taz-zernieq, meta ilbiesek nidja min-nida
ta! hawh il-lejl, jidher ilellex ghaliex gie milgut mic-dawl fiddi
tal=gamnar jew minn dak tax-xemx li ghadhs kemm figcfet minn xefaq
il-bahar,

Tahtek jistkennu l-bhejjem, jistkennu l-bnedmin. zagrzagh,
mitlufin fl-imhabba, ghal kennfek isibu l-mistriek u fi hdanek
iserrhu glubhom u jithaddnu flimkien. Ir=rghaj ukoll ghandek jigi;
tahtek jitnieghes u jghasses l-merhla li madwarek tfittex l-ghixien.
Ix-xwejjan fqir ukoll jigi Jzurek ghaliex ghandek isib l-hena, il-
kenn u s-skiet,

Jiena wkoll, darba, geji inzurek u fil-:emaa, ghal dellMek,
gehadt n=hseb fughek u fug gmielek. Kos, ghedt bejni u bejn ruki,
hajtek tixhb:n hafna 1lil dik tal-bnedmin. Mit-trab, int hadt il-
hajje u jien, bhalek, sirt bniedem. Bhalek kont ckejken u bhalek
kont dgha]jef. Il-lum, kbirt u bhalek nifiah nissielet mat-tweghir
tal-hajja. Uliefli, fija, isibu l-~kenn, l=hena u l-imhabba, l-istese
bhal ma l-ghasafar, ir-rghajjs w hafna ohrajn, isibu fik,.

Imbaghad, ghadde z-zmien w jien, rgajt sejt inzurek, imma, did-
darba, rajtek xort'ohra. Int m'ghacekx dik ta' dari. dirghajk
u gismek m'ghadhomx gawwija u sbieh bhal gabel, imma qieghed narahom
imtertqin u mkemmxin 1li bilkemm gieghed ngharfek. Inhossni
miblugh inhares le jk. Fejnha zghpozitek? Pejn hu gmielek?

Fejnha kburitek? Kolilox gheb minn fugek, angus hwejjiek ma

bagaghlek; dirghajk mikxufa u gismek gheri. Il-lum, gieghed
narak imghawga u mitnija taht ilemadmad taz-zoien,



"Imnma, ghaliexX qieghed tistaghieb?" smajt min ighidli f*widnejja
"Hares ftit lejk innifsek! Fejnha zghozitek? Fejn hu gmielek?
Fejn hija l-heffa ta' riglejk? iares lejn wiccek u lejn dirghajke.
M'intix tara 1i m'ghadekx 11 kont? Wiccek tkemmex, idejk imreghda
u riglejk, bilkemm tiflahk fughom. 4ares lejn rasek. Din ukoll
nezghet minn xuxitha,. L-istess bhas-sigra, din, nezghet minn
werqitha. It-tnejn xjastul It—-tnej: wasaltu f'xifer ilegabari"

U ma dawn il-kelmiet, donni 1li gejt f'tieghi. Bi tbatija, qomt
fuq riglejja, inkares lejn dik is-sigra. Sewwa kien galli dak
il-lehen. Is~-swidija, dawk il-griehi li ghandha f'gisimha, in-
nixfa ta' dirghajha, kolla geghdin jixhdu x-xjuhija. Imbaghead,
narist lejja nnifei., Ival! Tassewd.. wicei maghlub u ghajne]ja
fil-hofra. ITdejja nixfin u riglejja gishom gasab. X *Wahdadin!
It-tnejn sirna gisna skeletri. Dak il=-lekhen sewws galli; ftit
bagaghli biex ninzel f'qabri u hawn, mill-gdid, xhett harsti fuq dik
is-sigra u b'qalbi sewda ghedtilhas "Is-sliem, f'did=-dinja, sgur
1i ma nergghux niltagghu.

l4. 6o 1960.



22, Prince Albert Street,
Sliente
14 ta' Gunju, 1960,
Lill wditur,
Papma Letterarja,
It~Torca,
Trig 1l-Fran, I1-Belt,.
Ghaziz Sur Galea,

Oieghed nibaghtlek kesay biex
izzxandru fil-Paga Letterarja tat-"oréa. Jiena
fa baghtlek xi tnejn ohra, dieghed naghinilhom
gosra apnoata biex thun tista' tippublikhom.

Inselli ghalik u nizzik haje bil-
gquddieme

Dejjem tighek,

Charies Attarde
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REDIFFUSION (MALTA) LTD.

P.O, BOX 82

REDIFFUSION HOUSE
éa ST, LUKE'S ROAD

1 . i 2 . .
%_ J;}f)«. e A - S el GWARDAMANGA

?. 7/ G

Dear Sir | Madame"
Voucher No. /6?” of 37' 0. o . Value £ '/ g mm——

Please note that payment of £ I‘—“’“ * is due to you, and may be collected on

any working day during office hours at our Accounts Office, at the above address. This amount

is due to you in respect of LY VLM L Fal—a

It would be extremely helpful if you would kindly collect the above payment within

30 days from the above date.

Please produce the enclosed voucher when claiming payment.

Yours faithfully,
REDIFFUSION (MALTA) LTD,,

Wuu/%ke

Administration M ger,
Encl. Programme Department




22, Prince Albert Street,
Sliema,
ihth June, 1960,
The Seeretary te the
Literary kditor,
Rediffusion Iipuse,
Guardamangiae.
Dear Josette,
The enclocsed is an essay for

inelusion in the "Gabra Letterarja' presente
by Prof. J. Aguilina.

Sending my best regarde,

I remain,

Yours falithfully,

Charles Attard.
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