
iTAMPING AROUND WITH NICK 

Adieu Gutter Pairs 
Gutter-pair "traffic lights~·, a pri;n­

ter's colour guide introduced in 197t.: 
ou British ~tamps as a contingency in 
case stamps were ever provided in 
sheets of 50, were withdarwn by the 
British Post Office after the Christmas 
issue of last year. The gutter is a 
blank strip dividing sheets of too 
stamps and it is here that one of the 
two printed guides gi:ving the colours 
used appears. The Post Office has 
decided against sheets of 50· stamps 
and thus "traffic lights" have becomt! 
obsolete on the gutter pairs. 

Meanwhile collectors should care­
fully examine recent issues of British 
definitive stamps· as there have been 
several developments in recent 
months. In October 1979 definitive 
stamps appeared with all-over phose 
phor and gradually all definitive 
stamps will be issued on phosphor­
coated paper, except, the 8p second 
class letter rate which will continue 
to have one printed phosphor bar. 
At the same time, several values of 
definitive stamps, no longer needed 
to meet cu~tomer demand were with­
drawn from general sale in November 
28. In December an 8p definitive 
stamp produced by Enschede Printers 
in Harlem, the Netherlands went on 
sale. Apparently there are no obvious 
differences between the printing.~ pro­
duced by the> Dutch firm and the 
usual British printers. As part of the 
general review of definitive stamps, 

six new values. were introduced in 
January, and this time three different 
printets were involved in their pro­
duction ~the House of Questa (7WJ• 
John Waddington of Kirkstall (4p), 
and Harrison and Sons (17tP• 17p, 
13~-p, up)_. Specialists rn the definitiv~ 
issues of the British Isles should 
look for substantial differences. bet­
ween the new stamps and the usual 
one~ from Harrisons. 

Marshall Islands Bogus Stamps 
"Five documents characterized as 

postage stamps of the Marshall Islands 
~that were sold in Japan on .or after 
October 30, 1979, are not postage 
stamps of the Marshall Islands and 
theiT issuance was not authorised bv 
the Government of Marsh all Islands'', 
states a statement issued by the Mar­
shall Islands Government through t.he 
U.S. Postal Service. The news of th~ 
issue of such .~tamps seems w have 
generated a lot of interest among (.'()1

-

lectors and several sets were reputr.dlv 
sold. 

The Marshall Islands statemrnt in­
forms the philatelic press that "The 
Marshall !~lands Government: has 
asked the individuals involved in th" 
sale and distribution of these docu­
ments to offer reimbursement to anv 
individual who purchased them on 
the misimpre<sion that the" were 
postag-e stamps of the ManhaU 
Islands". 



The islands 9f Jaluit an,d .Ma~uro 
and 865 other small islands and 
atolls in the north central Pacific 
Ocean form the Marsh.all Islands, <).is-

. coyered ; by Spanish sailors in 1529 
and explored by Captains Marshall 
and Gi~bert in 1788. The islands, in­
cludiflg Nauru, were made ·a German 
protectorate in 1885. In September 

. 1914, the Marshall Islands were occu­
pied ·by New Zealand· forces and in 
December 1920 were mandated to 
Japan .. Since July 18, 1847, they have 
been a United States trust territorv. 
Nuclear weapons tests were carried 
out at Bikini atoll in 1946 and at 
Eniwetok in 1957. 

The first Marshall Islands stamps 
were sent .to the Colony from Ger­
many and issued in 18q7 and con­
sisted in German stamps of 1889 over­
printed ''Marschall-Inseln" subse­
quently amended to "Marsh all-Inseln" 
both printed diagonally. In ICJOl 

Etamps were issued appropriately. in­
scribed with the German name for 
the Islands. 

Turkish Cvpriot Stamps Illegal 
Duri'ng the 18th· Cong;ress of the 

Universal Po<tal nion, held in Rio 
de Janeiro - Brazil from September 
12 to October 21J, Cyprus asked that 
"Turki<h Cvpriot Stamps" placed 
into circulation after the invasion hv 
the Turkish troops in Cvprus in 1()7 A, 

he declared illegal. The Congress 
adopted bv a great maiori'tv the 

. Cmr.iot prooosal to declare "illeg-al 
and of no validity the stamps issued 
or to be issued by the so-called 

'Turkish Cypriot Postal Administra­
tion'. of the· s~-cailed 'Turkish Fede­
rated State of Cyprus' and to instruct 
the International Bureau of the 
U.P.U. to call ~pon the member 
cou~tri~s of the Union to refuse to 
handle a~,y mail .beadng the illegal 
postage .st~rn:ps". The motion was 
passed but . thereupon the Turkish 
delegate p9inted out that the United 
Nations recognized· Turkish rights to 
occupy the territory known as the 
"Tu.ckish Federated State of Cyprus" 
and that therefore the production arid 
use of distinctive stamps .wa~ not 
iUegal. 

R.S.A. Expelled from the U.P.U. 
At the same U.P.U. Congress, an­

other resolution was passed, backed 
by African countries, some Arab states 
and tile Soviet bloc, calling for the 
expulsion of the Republic of South 
Africa from the U.P.U. The resolu­
tion passed by a fair margin but later, 
some countries, including the United 
States, Switzerland. France and Italy 
denounced the polit1cal motive of the 
resolution. 

Wav back. in I06i in Vienna the 
U.P.U. Congress experienced a :•imi­
lar resolution, and the R.S.A wa' ex­
pelled from the congres~ but not from 
the UP.U. The same thing- happened 
in Tokyo in tq6o while in Iq'7~ the 
R.S.A. did not send a deleJYate to the 
centennial congress held in Lamanne . 
Last vear, no i'nvitation was extencll'd 
to the Republic of South Africa to 
attend the Brazilian Congress. 



'ihe S.1h.OM. Again 
1 ne postal convention between 

haly and the S.M.O.M. - Sovereign 
Mwtary Order of Malta - has been 
approved by the Council of Ministers 
on November 2.7, 1979· The conven­
tion was s1gned in Rome on March 
13, 1979. On December 3rd, the 
Italian President Perti'ni signed the 
official decree and what remains now 
is that the convention will appear in 
print in the ''Gazzetta Ufficiale", 
which then makes the convention 
effective. At the time of writing we 
do not know whether this has hap­
pened but predictions give the end 
of February as the latest. To celebrate 
the event the Magesterial Posts will 
use their first figurative proper post 
mark, which can only cancel stamps 
issued after April 1, 1979. ·Meanwhile 
we await the official-confirmation of 
bilateral postal agreements with 
Argentina and the Phi:llipines. These 
two countries apparently are dis­
posed to recognize as postage stamps 
all issues since 1967. 

What Future for the Posts in Europe? 
"The Posts in Europe yesterday, 

today and tomorrow" is the theme 
of the Information Section of the 
International Philatelic Exhibition 
"EUROPA So" to be held in Naples 
between April 2.5 and May 4, under 
the patronage of the President of the 
Republic of Italy, Sandro Petrini. 

The Royal Palace of Naples, re­
cently restored to its magnificent 
splendour of old times, will host this 
important European philatelic event. 

The evo.Lution of the posts will be 
reconstructed from the old times to 
tne present day. The same theme will 
be tne subject of an international 
conference with delegates from the 
C.E.P .'T~ countries This being the 
twentieth edition of the Exhibition, 
tne Italian Post Office will release a 
special stamp. 

Royal Stamps 
Leaving through stamp catalogues, 

especially those of European coun­
tries, we meet with kingdoms and 
principalities that have either ceased 
issuing stamps or became. a republic. 
Thus many royal portraits disap­
peared from stamps. Spain seems the 
only exception with poirtraits of the 
"caudillo" Franco replaced by those 
of King Juan Carlos. This country 
has a long-standing royal tradition 
and the Spanish Postal Authorities 
have been inspired by this tradition 
in issuing over the years stamps with 
royal portraits. 

In the course of this year, Austria 
will release stamps to commemorate 
the second centenary of the death of 
Empress Maria Theresia. She was 
Empress of Germany, Queen of Hun­
gary and Bohemia and sovereign ~ver 
the southern part of the Low Coun­
tries and all Danube countries. Three 
portraits with Maria Theresia will be 
depicted on the set of three scheduled 
for Apri'l, 1g8o. 

Iri The Netherlands, Queen Wil­
helrqina will appear again on stamp: 
on a "Europa" stamp which this 
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vember, 1979,at the Central Mail 
Room. 

1€1·11·7!1 A machine stamp cancelling 
slogan inscribed: "Cimgha Tas­
Sigar - 10-17 November 1979 -
Ibi:a ghas-Sigar", was used on and 
off, from the wth to the 17th No 
vember 1979, at the Central Mail 
Room. Two· motifs symbolizing 
trees, are also incorporated in the 
~logan. The slogan means: "Wee!; 
of the Trees - 10-17 November 
1979 - Save the Trees". 

13-11-79 The notice which appeared iv the 
Govt. Gazette of the 12-1-79 and 
repeated in the Govt. Gazette of 
1-6-79 (both recorded in this 
diary) approving the opening of a 
Sub-Post Office in Nadur, Gozo, 
appeared again in today's Govt. 
Gazette. This time applicants 
were gi,·en up to 5 p.m. of Fri­
day, 7th December, I979· 

L~·1I·i9 The Christmas set issued today. A 
special hand-postmark was used 
on the first day of issue. It is in­
scribed: "L-Ewwel .Jum tal-tfrug 
I{ Nov. 1979", "Malta" and the 
name of the respective locality. A 
A line drawing symbolizing the 
Star of Bethlehem is also incor­
porated in the postmark. 

19-1I-79 A machine stamp cancelling 
slogan inscribed: "Ghinu t-Tfal 
fil-Bzonn - Uzaw il-Bolli tal­
Milied", was used, on and off. 
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from the 19th November to the 
24th December, 1979, at the Cen­
tral Mai.l Room. A decorative star 
is also incorporated in the slogan. 
The slogan means: "Help Needy 
Children Use Xmas Set 
Stamps". 

20-II-79 The notice which appeared in the 
Go\'t. Gazette of the 27-3-79 and 
repeated in the Govt. Gazette of 
the 29-5-79 (both recorded in this 
diary), approving the opening o[ 
a Sub-Post Office in Sliema, 
appeared again in to-day's Govt. 
Gazette. Time for applications 
was extended up to 5.00 p.m. of 
Monday, 24th December, 1979. 

1·I2-79 The 4m, 1c3 and 3c stamps of the 
first Decimal Definitive Postage 
Set have been reprinted hy 
Printex Limited. The stamps were 
aYailable for sale at the Philatelic 
Counter, of the G.P.O. 

26-12-79 A machine stamp cancellinl', 
slogan inscribed: "Jum il-Paci -
I ta' Jannar - Peace Lab 
Malta" was used at the Centra: 
Mail Room, on wonk.ing days 
during the 26th - 31st December 
1979. The slogan means: "Day c>f 
Peace - 1 of January - Peace 
Lab - Malta". The slogan also 
incorporates a line drawing of the 
Peace Laboratory, Malta, and a 
do\'e symbolizing peace. 

year is themed "Personne Celebre". 1980 is the centenary of the bi.rth of Holland's 
former Queen. The last stamp bearing her portrait was issued in 1950 - a 
reddish-brown 7t cents st«mp with the overprint SIX from the well-known series 
by the designer Simon Louis Hartz. Meanwhi:le, on January 31, 1g8o the press 
was informed that Queen J uliana, the reigning monarch, witH step down from the 
throne on her 71st birthday on April 30 in favour of her oldest daughter, Crown 
Princess Beatrix. So Holland should offer a very interesting year for royal stamps. 

Old stamps with monarchs of the past, reproduced on new issues have appear­
ed and wi'll appear this year in Portugal and New Zealand. 

On January 2, 1g8o Portugal put out two stamps reproducing old stamps with 
the portrait of King Luis, while recently New Zealand issued a special set issue 
marking the 125th anniversary of its first postal stamp, and featured stamps of 
1855 with the po;rtrait of Queen Victoria. 
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