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The 2c stamp of the present Deci
mal Definitive Set has been re
printed by Printex Limited. This 
is the fourth reprint or fifth print
ing of this value. It was available 
for sale at the Philatelic Counter 
of the G.P.O. 
A machine stamp cancelllng slogan 
inscribed, "Telecom 79 - I.T.U. 
3rd World - Telecom Exhibition 

Geneva 20·26·9·79", was used, 
on and off, during the period 20th 
to 26th September, 1979 at the 
Central Mail Room. 
A machine stamp cancelling slo
gan inscribed, "Next Stamp Issue 
- Marine Life Set - 10 October 
1979", was used, on and off, dur
ing the period 21st September to 
9th October, 1979, at the Central 
Mail Room. 
On the occasion of the Common
wealth Finance Ministers Meeting 
in Malta, a Temporary Branch 
Post Office was opened at the 
Mediterranean Conference Centre, 
Val\etta. This Branch Post Office 
was opened from Monday, 24th 
September to Thursday; 27th Sep
tember, 1979, for the exclusive use 
of the participants at the Meeting. 
The hours of business of the Tem
porary Branch Post Office were: 

8.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
2.30 p.m. to 6.oo p.m; 

The following postal business was 
transactcd:-
(a) sale of postage stamps and pos

tal stationery, including a spe
cially designed commemorative 
envelope. 

(b) registration of letters. 
(c) posting of parcels. 

(d) issue and ehcashment ef mo
ney and postal orders. 

The specially designed commemo
rative envelope, which reproduc~s 

the "Sacra Inefrmeria" from stamp 
artwon'k prepared in 1964 by Em
via Cremona, wer<; also available 

for sale at 5 cents from the Phi
latelic Counter, of the G.P.O., 
from the 24th to the 27th Sep
tember 1979, from S.oo a.m. to 
12.30 p.m. 
Postal articles posted at this 
Temporary Branch Post Office 
were postmarked with a date
stamp inscribed:- "Common-

wealth Finance Ministers Meet
ing - Valletta - Malta''. 
The emblem of the Common
weaJ.th is also incorporated in the 
date-stamp. 
Any person who wished to obtain 
an impression of this date-stamp, 
had to submit his requirements, 
in writing, to the Officer tn 
Charge Philatelic Bureau; Depart
ment of Posts, Valletta, enclosing 
the required prepared philatelic 
material and covering remittance 
were necessary. 

g-10-79 A special hand-postmark was used 
at the Philatelic Counter of the 
G.P.O. and at the Central Mail 
Room, Valletta, on the gth Octo
ber 1979, to mark the 10th Uni 
versa! Postal Union Day. 
The hand-postmark, which also 
incorporates the emblem of the 
Universal Postal Union is in
scribed:- "xoth Universal Postal 
Union Day - 9-10-79 - Valletta 
-Malta". 

w-10-79 "Marine Life Set" issued to-day. 
A special hand-postmark inscribed 
"fUejjaq Tal-Baliar", (meantng 
"Marine Life"), "L-Ewwel Jum 
Tal-ffrug 1o.xo.79", (meaning 
"First Day of Issue"), "Malta", 
and the name of the respective 
locality. A line drawing symboliz
ing. the sea is also incorporated 
in the postmark. 

1-11-79 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed: "Next Stamp Issue -
Christmas '79 Set - 14 November 
1979", was used on and oft 
(ftiring the period xst to 13th No-



vember, 1979,at the Central Mail 
Room. 

1€1·11·7!1 A machine stamp cancelling 
slogan inscribed: "Cimgha Tas
Sigar - 10-17 November 1979 -
Ibi:a ghas-Sigar", was used on and 
off, from the wth to the 17th No 
vember 1979, at the Central Mail 
Room. Two· motifs symbolizing 
trees, are also incorporated in the 
~logan. The slogan means: "Wee!; 
of the Trees - 10-17 November 
1979 - Save the Trees". 

13-11-79 The notice which appeared iv the 
Govt. Gazette of the 12-1-79 and 
repeated in the Govt. Gazette of 
1-6-79 (both recorded in this 
diary) approving the opening of a 
Sub-Post Office in Nadur, Gozo, 
appeared again in today's Govt. 
Gazette. This time applicants 
were gi,·en up to 5 p.m. of Fri
day, 7th December, I979· 

L~·1I·i9 The Christmas set issued today. A 
special hand-postmark was used 
on the first day of issue. It is in
scribed: "L-Ewwel .Jum tal-tfrug 
I{ Nov. 1979", "Malta" and the 
name of the respective locality. A 
A line drawing symbolizing the 
Star of Bethlehem is also incor
porated in the postmark. 

19-1I-79 A machine stamp cancelling 
slogan inscribed: "Ghinu t-Tfal 
fil-Bzonn - Uzaw il-Bolli tal
Milied", was used, on and off. 
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from the 19th November to the 
24th December, 1979, at the Cen
tral Mai.l Room. A decorative star 
is also incorporated in the slogan. 
The slogan means: "Help Needy 
Children Use Xmas Set 
Stamps". 

20-II-79 The notice which appeared in the 
Go\'t. Gazette of the 27-3-79 and 
repeated in the Govt. Gazette of 
the 29-5-79 (both recorded in this 
diary), approving the opening o[ 
a Sub-Post Office in Sliema, 
appeared again in to-day's Govt. 
Gazette. Time for applications 
was extended up to 5.00 p.m. of 
Monday, 24th December, 1979. 

1·I2-79 The 4m, 1c3 and 3c stamps of the 
first Decimal Definitive Postage 
Set have been reprinted hy 
Printex Limited. The stamps were 
aYailable for sale at the Philatelic 
Counter, of the G.P.O. 

26-12-79 A machine stamp cancellinl', 
slogan inscribed: "Jum il-Paci -
I ta' Jannar - Peace Lab 
Malta" was used at the Centra: 
Mail Room, on wonk.ing days 
during the 26th - 31st December 
1979. The slogan means: "Day c>f 
Peace - 1 of January - Peace 
Lab - Malta". The slogan also 
incorporates a line drawing of the 
Peace Laboratory, Malta, and a 
do\'e symbolizing peace. 

year is themed "Personne Celebre". 1980 is the centenary of the bi.rth of Holland's 
former Queen. The last stamp bearing her portrait was issued in 1950 - a 
reddish-brown 7t cents st«mp with the overprint SIX from the well-known series 
by the designer Simon Louis Hartz. Meanwhi:le, on January 31, 1g8o the press 
was informed that Queen J uliana, the reigning monarch, witH step down from the 
throne on her 71st birthday on April 30 in favour of her oldest daughter, Crown 
Princess Beatrix. So Holland should offer a very interesting year for royal stamps. 

Old stamps with monarchs of the past, reproduced on new issues have appear
ed and wi'll appear this year in Portugal and New Zealand. 

On January 2, 1g8o Portugal put out two stamps reproducing old stamps with 
the portrait of King Luis, while recently New Zealand issued a special set issue 
marking the 125th anniversary of its first postal stamp, and featured stamps of 
1855 with the po;rtrait of Queen Victoria. 

31 


