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We have pleasure in advising you that your work
entitled ....GBAZZIBLIA.......c0.vsevev.. has been selected for
inclusion in programme Nol%.... of our Literary series Gabra
Letterarja.
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on .3BD.JUNE, 196Qs..... and we would like you to attend at this
time.
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office.
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IPSTH mr‘, a196oﬁnuea.a at 9.?4,5]3.1’1'1.

Would you kindly advise us immediately or phone
Prof. G, #quilina, if you are unable to attend. Please do not
take your script away, but leave it with the undersigned.

Yours faithfully,

Prof. &, Agnilins,
Programme Department.

C. Attard, Esq.,
22 Prince Albert Street,
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Nevella
ta'

QHADLES AYTATR.

Kien wiaal biex ?1ntemm 11-3um tal-25 tﬁ' Wrar,ua' 1~1521.
LA-ZemK, bi ebuhita T 1nzulha sre—sd dgiaadfs e ey
kienet giegheds taghtl 1-aihar tislima 1i1 Gtiriatna

i1 Pajja ta' 8sn (1ljan, fuq ix-xtajta, zaghiugh sabi¢h g lisbes
pulit, deher ged jippauslififm, k&EEm hosbleh, 1al harea 1i Wiehed
kien jaghtiﬁh, kien Jagighu ta' xi ghoxrin sena, Minn ilbiesu kien
Jidher 11 wa kienx mlnn dawk in-nehiet. Tuq ix-xtajta feln kien
ged Jippassigee, kienet tidher imxerrdm x1 ghodda tes-sajjleda, bhal
me huma, xbieki, lenez, kanneetrijiet u xi hbdla marbute man-nassi,
Ma' l=ghodda, mizxhkuta ma' l-art, iienu jidhru ukell xi sajjieda ged
Ji1iixkaw xi knez ghge-sajda ta' hawvn il-lejl,

Ia-Zaghsugh, 11 bhal isss weonf ihares lejn ie-gajjleds, kien
jiemu Aurelie Xeberrras, student mill-telt, bin femilja nobbli,
Ghal habta 11 gleghdln imsenmu, Aureliec kien qleghed ghal x'erbat-
ijiem ghand wiehed heblid tighu, Viregllio Tonna, student bhalues

Aureliio kien ilu mixtieq hufna 1li Johrog Jjaghmel xi sajds u
Til=lejls 14 cleghedin ipeemud, wakhel f'rpen 1i Jjohrog. Ghall-
ewvwel, is-gajjieda ma tawh widen; dik il-habta, id-dghajjes tas—~
gajd kienu zZghar u bilkemn kellhom fejn lgeghedu l-ghoddn taghhom,
supelio va 11 m'hux eer jirncxxilu jagta’ xewqtu u ghalhekk 1il
wiehed minnhom weghedu x1 flugs u don hatfu fil-kelms. Minaufieh
surelio sab vuhu fug ld-dghajasne

Ix-xemxz, iesa, kienet egicbet wara l-gholjiet ta' l-Imdina u
1-lejl, kien & Qed Jifrex il-mant mudlam tighu, x'hin Aurelio, fug
id-dghn jda kien Jjineab bejn sema w ilna.

Ghall-ewwel, Aurelio mar Jintefa' billglegheda mal-murvate; dendel
idu ghal &ol bahar u gaghad jlehu gost ihece l~ilma ghadde] jibri,
Lmsngwara £iit, haseu ged jidhavwad u mar gasghad bilgegheda n-naha
tal~pruwva. Pietru, sid id-dghajea, inmtebah b'dan u wara 1li gaghad
ihares lejh sewwa, qgallus

"ialseb 1i ma tantx ghazilt lejle sabieha biex tigl maghna..
L=ajru moaltab u galbi tghidli 11 ma jdumx ma jdur ir-rieh."

"y x' jlgri b'dagehekk?" tagoish Aurelio £tit u xejn inkwiet.

“gitqQangal il-bakar u jkollna x-xita." Wiegbu rietra wagt 1i
tefa® harstu fug xefag 1l-bahar.

Hekk kien, ghallex wars £ilt, i2-#Cfa giet kontra d-dghajsa
u din, minnufieh, bdiet tiela u nieils mal-mewd. Pletru kellu
seba' mitt sena 8a jnsal fug il-poat fejn soltu kien jistad. Il-
bahar beda jzid u minn-nabte tel-Grigal bdiet ukelil tlehn xi berga.

Sa dan il-win, Aurelio kien rieged fug ix-xibko. Yihjar raged
milli ghamillu d~deni l~bahar® tenna ©fgalbu Pietru. Il=bahar kompla
jsid, tant, 1ii rielru bedn Jagita gsdbu 1i Jicompli hiereg il~-barre.
Ti-bahrin qablu migha u ghalhekk id-dghajsa min ufieh sabet ruhha
pruwa lejn l-art. Donnu li £'dik il-lejla, l-ajru ried ifaqga xi
burraxks gswwija. Ir-reilb f'salt wiehed rega® dar u d-dghajesa minflek
bdiet mixin l-guddiem, gktar bdilet sejra l-ura, tant 13 i £tit minutl
gabet rubba fug il-kajje ta' Jan rewl ixshakae. Dak il-beraq, isea
beda ilehh aktdar £il-grib u mighu hdiet ukell trazxex ix-xita., Pletru
wara 11 gaghad Jabeib_a £tit, dar fuq shabu u gailhon

“ibieb, l-ahjor 1i naghmlu niedblu Bugibba ghar-rdoss, lmbaghad
jekk irv-rieh ifedl, nohorgy man-gebh.y

"Iva, alhijar naghalu hekk." Wiegeb l~snzjan foet il-bahrin.
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Weffs siegha wara, ld-dgnjasa sabet runha marbute max-xtajta ta?
Buglbba. Pletru, Aurelie u l-bahrin, irvhewla lein dwejre faajra
fejn kien jghamar kugin ta! Pietru bil~familja.

Wara tahbita c¢kejkna, dfadcamt fug il-bieb Graziella, xbejba ta!?
xi tmintax il-sena u kif din lemhet 1il Piterus u 1il shabu:

"Ghaddu, ghaddu, .2k iilssier, hawn il-kugin u shbau.

"¥elna nidhlu ghar-rdose Bugibba. Ma Jjimpurtax, hux tassew jekk
ghal dal=-lejl niehdu kenn hawnhekk?" Qal rietrn 1il kuginuh Indri,

"Hekk jonges ukoll, le:l& bhal din... Ghaddu u gisu ruhkhom 1i
gleghedin id~dar." Wilegbu Tndri wagt 1i beda inewlilbom x1 bankettia
halli jeervhu =i £tit.

Ghalnejn (raziella, bhall-issa, marru fug Aurelie. Tz=zaghzugh
kien jidher ghejjiien, ghaliex kif newlulu banketta intafa' fuga qksn
éoitha, Graziella kil tefghet ghajre jha fuc 1z~zaghzugh, intebhet 1i
ma kienx tag-gsengha 1i fleha trabbiet il~familja taghha u ghalhekk
bdlet thoss xi haga 11 gechalitha tiehu heiebu aktar mill-ohrajn,
Aurelio, mill-banda l-ohra, kien gleghed josserva ig-semplicitat g
l-heffa ta' Qraziella 1i £'dak il-hin, kienet glegheda thejjiilu xi firxza
biex Jistrieh matul il-lejl.

L=ghada, il-maltenmp, baga® xorta. Il=qawwa tal-bahar ma nagset
XeJjn u ghulhekk, Pietru u shabu gatghu 11 Jibfghu jiskennu i'id-dwejra
ta' Indri. Aurelic kKellu jikkententa 1i Jibga' maghhom ukoll,

Il-familja Tonna allarm.t ruhha m'hux Ttit, meta ©'dikx il-lejla
Aurelie ma regghax l-ura d-day; huwa kien gaiilhom 11 aktarx kellu
Jehrog ma =i sajjied,iimme meta @ebah u z=~zaghZugh ma deherz, allura
bdew gibﬁshu 1l gralu xi haga., whal xkikskunings xil-hdaz ta' filghedu
waslitilhom risposta 1i Aurelio kien jinsab f£'san pawl 1l-nahar ma'
pietru is-sajjieds Piletru kien ha heieb ii Jibaghat javiza 111 familji
taghhom 1i minhabba l-maltemp kienu bagghu san rFawl.

Missier Virgilio, gi§h61 1ill=~ibnu Jaghad kaless u jitla ghal
Aurelleo minpuffieh. Meins dan waeal fid-dwejra ta’ Indri, hassu Jisthi
minnu nenifsu, meta ra 1il siehbu mdawwar b'dak il-faqar, Virgilio
talah 141 Aurelio bilex Jerga® l-urh mighu.

"Habib - wiegbu Aurclio ~ Nixtieq 1i nerga' l-urs bél-bahar, din
m'hix ger terga' tkun ghada,"” Virgllio kellu Jikkuntenta jerga' l-ura
lejn San (iljan wahdu. ,

Qatt, Tili-grajja ta' dawn 1l-Gzejjer, il-maltemp ma dam se)jer
hekk £it-tul. GSakemn ibknazza 1i rietru setgha jitlag l-ura lejn San
Giljan, kienu ghaddew tmient-igienm.

latul dawn il-giem, ll~hbiberija bejn Aurelio u Gragiella, rabbiet
l-gherug sewwa, In-natural, £tit u xejn selvags u semplieéd tpx=xbejba,
nissel fii-7aghfugh @ibda li ma xtagx jitlag minn dik id~dwejra.
X'imdaggiet, it-~tnejn flimkien, kéenu jerhula ghal qalb l-ghelieagl.
Il-héura u l-orja safja ta' Bugibba kienet thajjar liz-zewg Zagh agh
Jaghmlu pagsejn Tlimkien ta' sikwiet. Darba fost l-phrain, wagt 14
kienu bilgiegheda fug gholja ¢kjekee, Graziells uriet 141 Aurelio,
Ghar ¢kejken in-nuha tal-~)awra.

"Qieghed tarah dak il-ghar?® stageietu bil-hlewwn Gragiella.

"Ive, ghallex?" BStageieha kurjus Aurelio.

"pls~-zmien, f'dak il-Ghar, kien jghix eremita....Jelk qatt xi
darb&y, qgalbi tkun imnikicla, Lmmur nistahba henMe.. wahdi,.. fejn ma
nara 1il hedd."

Ghal furclio, il-kelma niket, f'dak iz-zmien, ms kellhn ebda
tifeir u ghalhekk wara £4it hajjarha bilex jitilqu 1-ira ilejn id-dwejrag

Bhal n'ghedna, eghlug it-tmient-1ijiem 14 Aurelio kien ilu san
Pawl il-Bahar, sebah bnagz
s i u ghalhekk, Pletry, mat-thexbix, kiep ga
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ieat blex ienlps ghal San Giljan. svrelis, Plimkien ma' l-~ekwipagsd
t.d-dghajea, sellnu 111l Indri u l~familja tigha o bil-gajla rhewla
ghall-ebbord. TFtit minuti wara, d-dghejes ngelgbet minn mel mell u
bdiet mixjn l-barra mill-b&ajja. surelile, beds Jjeaheeb kif ghadle dewk
it~tmient—ijiem; minnufieh ftakar £1 Gragiella, fil-kliem 1i qgalu 1il
xulxin matul il-passigratl 11 kienu jaghmlu flimkien v {l-ahhar hsss
dil l=-ghafsa 1i bieha ghafsietlu idu ¢mbel infirdu. Dawwar rasu l-ara
u fug il~blat, lemah 11l Graziella, wiegfa, ixxzejjer b'maktur abjad.
Kien ra sewva. Kif id-dghajsa dbeghedet mill-art, Graziella griet
lejn gholja biex taghti le-ahhar tislima lis-dmghfiugh. Bld-émugh
f'ghajnejha bdiet ixxejjer u kleku wlehed setlgha jersaq warajha, kiem
Jismaghha tghid, ming taht l-ilelen: "Yaria Santissma, aghtini l-
gragzja 11 jerga' l-ura..." Graziella kienet thobbus

jMeta d~dghajon eghelibt minn quddiemha, telget lejn id-dayr, tahoeb
fil~hena 1i garrbet Eil=jiem 1li ghpdbew, Jiohha bedn Jewden kif igtl-
ghel 1il Aurelio jibga' Jjeheeb fieha. ealt wiehed heffet il-pess,

bil=hgieb 1i oif itasal, tinsed kuruna tal-greil biex tibaghtlelu bhala
tifkira taghha. ¥a kienitx biédéa oghol hafita, ghaliex ghadda 1gjed

minn xahar meta l-kuruna kienet lestia. "rif sejra nibaghtlelu®!
stagsiet 1ilhi n~t'isha. lannuhe, kien ta' sikwiet imur san Giljean a

ghalhekk, darba mianhom, resqget lejh u kollha misthija:
“yan, mets behsiebek tmur san Giljan®"
"il-gimgha a-diehlia nasal Wasls."
spaghnilli pjaclre?
"ohidll, Grpziellé... X'ghondhek hzenn?"
“ghandhi dii~kuruna, nixtiegek twassalielld
"rawassalielnel, fejJn?"
"praan l~indirizs" o hawn taghtu karta mitwija.

g jieb, inwassalielhek,...Jagaw?"'  Gallhe nannuha wara 1i gara
isem n léindirizz ta' Aurelio.

"font weghedtielu meta kien hawn."

"opaziclla, jekk ghamilt xi heleb ghnaileh, tista'® thaserie..
Dak iz-gaghzugh binyd ie-sinjuri, m'hux ser jieshu lilhek."

ghal dal-kliem, Graziella marret inghhjbet 'kesmritha, galba
sewdn, taheech Til-kiiem 11 gallha nennuha. Aurelio, kemm damu
flimkien, ma ¢allhiex kelma wahda 1i biehn setghet tittama £'imhnbbiue
B'ghajnejha £'gati bid-dmugh, resget lejn il-gredenza u geghedet dik
il-Iznruna 1i nisget ghal mehbub taghha, gquidiem xbhieha tal-~vadonna.

galba magtughe milleimhabba ta' Asurelie, Graziella iagghel it
talba ta' -gherusija 1i ghamillha FPoneu, zaghiugh minn San Pawl ile
bahar 11 kien ilu ihares lejha zZmien., Parba fost l-ohrajn, Indri u
martn kelihom hzonn Jjinzln sal-Belt. Kienu ghaddejja minn teiq
Perkantd, x'hin lemhu 11l Aurelie gieghed Jidheddet ma' Zewit~ihbieb
tirhue.  Aurvelio, kil lemaginom, vesaq lejhom, selmilhom bil-galb u
stageihom ghal binthon Grozlella, L=~ahbar 11 din kienei tgharredt,
deheret 11 hpwdet 1iZz~".ghiugh m'hux £4it, tant thewwad 11 'ddecleda
1i jmur San Tawl maghhom,

Tienu l-homea ta' filghaxije x'hin Tondrl, martu u Anrsiio waslu
d-dayr, Hdejn il~bieb, kien Jinsab ¥onau, bilgegheda fug gebla,
Imbikki.

“Xtgara?" Stageieh Indrl mbazia,

"Grazlellia harget u ilhe nlegea minn £tit wara L1 hrigta inthems

"Maria Santisom@...Peéeja getghet marret?" Tenuiet emsa bhal wahds
Eﬂibl%ﬁlﬁ
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"Stennew! .. Qollhom Aurelis, mhasaeb. “wieghed niftakar, darba
galtli: "Jekk gatt xi darvba, dalbi thkun immikkte, frmmur nistahba hems..."

"Hemm fejn?7%" Stagsiet bhal wahda mignuna ormha,

"irdl-ghar ta' i-iremita.” U kif tenna dawn il-kelmiet, telag bil-
girja lejn il-Ghar,

Graziella kienet hemm, mixhuta fug gebla, f'reokna, fid-dismm, im-
tertra bil~bard.,

“Grasiellal...” Ghajjat ferhan Aurelio. “Alla l1~ImbiereR nebbahni
1-int geghedn hown."

"aurelds!l..." Ghajtet mistaghgba Graziella.

"GeJt infittzek...0aluli l-int hrigt mid-dar uw 11 ilhek niegsa minn
dalghodue... Int gegheda tirtghod...Alla tighi, widcelk iufor dage ix-
Xamf...Gnallex, Groziella?y  Ghaliex gejt hawn?"

Y@Ghaliex Jjiena ma nhobbuX...'a nistghax nizzewwgu." Wigbitu mbikkija
Graziella.

"Imma ghaliex?"

“Ghaliex inhebb 1ilek... Aurelle, tghidlil xejn, nitolbok.... Ghsedtlek
gligreit dagekemn kidku gegheda ngerv...Jiena naf 11 jien xbejba fgira,
bla skels...naf 1l ma nixraqlekx...Jien qatt me stageejtek Jekk thobbnix.%

"Gragiella,..."

"lGessAhjar ma tghidli xejn."

ffaalt wiched Aurelio ntébah 1i Graziella Xxicnet gatghet xarha,
"X*ghamilt b'xahrex, Graslella?? Ghaliex gtajtu gasire®

"Pajtu rigal 1il Madenné, biex ittinl grazzja 1-int tsrga' tigi
tarani,.. Kerha,hhux tassew, b'zavhi qacip?"

“T.ey gatt nma naf 1i yajthek sablena dgqge 1l-lum..." U ma' dawn il-
kelmiet, rassha ma' sidru u stampalha bewsa Cuqg xuftejha, "Irgajt l=ura
ghaliex jienn wkoll inhobbhok..." u hemm, £'dak il-ghar, damu biéca
SEUWR .

Aurello kiteb ittra 1il niesu u gharrafhom 1i kien belwicku jgatta?
%31 Jiem £'Gan prawl il-Bahave Indri, 1li issa sar jaf liz-zewy zaghizagh
kienu jinhabbu, vied 1i Avrelio jiddieciedl... Pin-nofs kien hemm Fensu
u ghalhekk ried jora kif ser jehies minnune. ‘"hemm bzonn tara x'ser
Jaghmel." Qalla misslera b'lohen Zerr, "Jekl ms tghidlux int, nghidlu
Jien." CGrazieila ma rieditx temmen li Aurslie ghad j1z¥%wiiha; hi kienet
bint il-faqar wagl i1 l-mahbub taghha kien bin il-ghonja. laga bhal
din ma tista' iscehh gatt ~ kienet tghid bejnhn u bejn ruhba - Ghallja
bizzeijed 1i Aurelio jkun hdcjja o 1i nkan naf 14 jhebbni. Xull sisghe
ta' hena, ghal CGraziella,klienet grazzja u ghalhelk bl kliema kienet
tittamna 111 missilern.

Aurelio, wagt 1i Ikien ilkun hdejha, cikwiet kien ikellimha fug ommu.
Kien jJghidilha 11 din kienet marva istruwita u 11 kienet thoebb tilbea
hafna. Hewn. Graziella, kienel theds id-difierenza 1l kKien ha&nn bejn
il~familin taghha u dik ta' purelie. Iz~zaghsugh, darbhg minnheom, intebah
b'dak li kienet qegheda tehaeb u bilex Jurisgha 11 kollex kien bil-maglub,
rassha mighu, bilesha u talabha biex tizdewgu. Ti-twisiba $a' Crazielda
kienet bewsa ohra. Aurelie kiteb minnufieh 1il niesu luna din l-itira
bagghet bla ebhda twligiba,

Aktar ma beds Jghaddi z-zmien, akiar bdiet tikber i-imanbba., Jum
foant l-ohrajn, Aurclie rceva ittt a minn ghand missleru fajn gheddu 1 1
jekk ma jJergax l-ara d-dar, jnebhieh mill-wirg tnl~familjn, Wara hafna
!ggheii::? Iddeaidmm iz-zewg zaghzagh fddecldew 11 jinfirdu ghal £61%
""gm ®

e
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"Jienn nerga' l-vra, ilkun x'ikun...” Qalla bil-hlewwa wagqt 11
Bisielha ida. Jekk immur id-dar, inkun nista' nipperewadihom, tista'
isserral rachek...Jien m'indumx aksar minn xahar, lmbaghad ma ninfirdu
gatt izjed.” oalb Graziella kienet gegheda thebbrilha xori'ohra u
meta sabet ruhha mifruda miil-gdid mill-mshbuba tahbha regghet wagghed
fin-niket ta' gabel; tilfet is-esbar, il-hena, tilfet kollox; il-hajja,
ghnlieha saret haga Zejdme Fleahhar waelet ittra mlan ghand Aurelis.
Te-zaghsush baghat jghidilhae 1i bilex ma jharraxiex ma' ssieru,
weghedun 11 ghandu jkompli l-lstudji tighu gabel ma jizzewweg.

ghetieg 11 nietennew £tit lehor - Tagtax galbek,..iadd m'hu
ger jifridna." Dal kliem ghal 438 refgha gawwielha galba, imme
meta regpha ghadda £tit tag-znéén u Aurelis baga' sieket, allura
reghet wagghet £1 dwejjaq kbar. Xull ma tmur bdiet sejra l-~urag
wiééa beda jogholob, lewnha ktien ged isir afajjar a ghajnejha bdew
nizlin £ii-hofra. ITl=kin tal-jum kienet tghaddieh, minduda Ligw
godda, tphaeb ['dawk il-~jiem helwln 11 ghaddew minn fugha...tistenns
1i tesal x'ittra ta' tama, imma dawn, akter me Jjgheddl z-zmien, aklay
bdew jidbeohedu, Tt~tabib m'gharafx x'kienet il-marda taghha...
Kienet marda difficli, merda 1i tifni l-galb £iit, ftit...Tienet
il-marda te' 1l-~Twhabba&. Din, bi hruxithe, kienet gegheda tressaga
lejn il=gabar,

Kienu ghaddew aktar minn hames xhuy u C'dan iZ=- mien, ix-xewga 11
Aurelie jerga' l-ura lejn San Pawl, kull ma tmur bdiet tnin. Darba
wahde, f£'idejn furclio waslet ittrs minn ghand il-mahybube tighu.
Kienet l-ahhar tisiima. lz-gaghzugha kienet waglet f£'tarf hajjitha.
"Tog-sliem..." galtiu fl-ittra taghha - "Li Jjiena irmmut, ikun ahjar
milli nghix ili-boghod minnek,"

Aurelio, mq setghax Jitlef Zmien. Kontra r-rieda ta' niesu,
gabad kaless u tRlaq minuufieh ghal San Pawl il-pahar, Kien taxd
wiage. tudidiem il-bieb fejn kienet togoghod Grazie!la, kien hemm
gemgha ta' nies, jibka ft~-telfa tax-zaghunghx zbejba,

“Hietet?" Strgea bhal wlehed miblugh Aurelie if ra dik id-dehera,

"Iva..." vieghu Fonsu bid=dmugh £'ghajnejh - "Mietet vittma ta'
imhabbtek."

U hawm, Aurelie, mill=-gdiid regea' semgha f'widnejh l-shhur kelmiet
11 kitbitlu Graziella: "LAi jienn Ammut, ikun hAhjar milll nghix 1l=-
hoghod minnek."  Mitluf nmion sensieh, dahal gewwa u baga sejjer
hdejn it-tebut 1i Tieh kienet tinsab il-mahbuba tighu. Chajnejh fgati
bil=biki, Hhaxxa ghal fug Graziella, u wagkx wara 11 stampa bewsaa
fuq haddejfa, nstemm' jghid: "Miesier.... int...int bise tahti ta' dan.®
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