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22, Prince Albert Streect,
Sliema.
3rd April, 1962,

Prof. J. Aquilina, B.A«LL.D.,PheD.,(Lond,)
C/0. Rediffusion,
Guardamanga.

Dear Sir 9

The enclosed is a laltese version
in prose of the first chant from "LA DIVINA CONMEDIA"
which I am translating into Maltese., If you will
find it broadcastable, I will submit to the Cabra
Letterarja a chant every month. Hoping to hear
from you by an early post, ’

I remain,

( -
Charles Attard,.
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Ta'
DANTE ALIGHIERI
maglubs ghel Malti £i prosa

ming

Cherles_Atterd

1~EWVEL GHARJ A,

: 18-zoghzija kienet ga selmitli u tbeghdet minni. Kont
wasalt biex naghlaq il-Hamsa u tletin sema. F'dik l-ets kont
abbandunajt il-fidi u l-innocenza jttajret minn fugi. Bla ma
ntbaht, sibt ruhi mitluf f'masgar mudlam, il-masgar tad-dnubdb w
tal-vizzji. Kont tlift it-triq it-tajba. Kemn hi haga iebaa
1i wiehed 3iadeakr1v1 dak il-mssgar orribbli. Kull fejn iddawwar
wiccek aa tar: ghs jr haxix selvagg, sigar u noghaijiut. isalbu
wahda lillnohra 1i niftakar biss f'dak 1i garrabi, bizzejjed
biex inissel fija millegdid biza u twerwir., Kien lok ta' swied
il-galb, kiefer biex nghid hekk, kiefer aktar mill-mewt. Tmma,
biex nasal nitkellem mit-tajjeb 1i 1tgajt mieghu, irrid insemmi
dek kollu 1i rajt.

Sewwa, sew, kif sibt runi f'dak il-masgar, ma nistax nghid;
tant kont mitluf fin-nghas tad-dnub 11 angas intbaht 11 kont tlift
trigti, dik it-trig sabiha wikbiugxfdEa¥ituixkan tal-Virtg'.
Mitluf f'dak insnghas, wasalt f'riglejn il-gholja fejn kien jintemm
dak il-wied 1i kien tant bezzghani; hariat ilfug u l-guccata ta'
dik l-gholja kienet ga mdawla bir-raggi tax-xemx, il-pjaneta 1i
jaghti d-dawl 1il kull mahluq.

Allurs dak it-twerwir 1i hawn il-le)l kien gataghli nifsi
u kexkex sahansitra 1il galbi, bired u l-istess bhal dak il-
pniedem 1i b'nifsu magtugh tela mill-bahar u gera lejn iz-xtajta
biex jara dik il-mewga gerrieda 11 kienet se t-temmlu hajtu, hekk
ukoll galbi 1i kienmet ghadha mitlufa, tigri biex tahrab dak it~
twerwir, daret l-ura biex tara sewva dakx il-mssgar 1i minnu, ebda
bniedem, la darbe jkun dahal fih, ma jerga' johrog haj.

Wara 1i ghal ftit serrsht gismi minn dik l-ghejja, rgajt

l-ura minn dik il-moghdija mwarrba u minsija; dit-triq, kienet
tant minsije 1i ma kien fiha ebda turija kif ghandek terga' asib
it=-triq tal-virtu'; bgajt bejn haltejn u ghalkemm kont ga qtgjt
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11 nahrab u nitbieghed minn hemm, issuktajt fl-izball tieghi.
Sewwa, sew, kif kont se nibda tiela dik l-gholja, fegget gquddiemi
iz-iehha taht izx-xbiha &' Panters, fuq rubha u hefifa u pila
mtabba' bi dbabar suwed.  (had-dehera tighi, il-bhima ma harblitx
bil-maglub, waqfet quddiemi u ghalgitli t-triq; thawwad mhux fiit
tant 11 keom il-darbsz kont se sierga' l-ura,

Kien ga sebah sewwa u x-xemx kien ga telgha fil-gholi galb
dawk il-kwiekeb ileqqu li kienu gew mshluga mieghu meta l-Imhabba
Pivina holgot dawk il-hwejjeg sbih u ghsalhekk ili-tbexbix tal-jum
u l-istagun hlejju tar-rebbleghe taffew zi ftit il-biza 11 nissel
fija dak leannimal feroci imma 1i kellu tant pilu sabih. Dan
ma jfissirx 11 jiena ma thexkiftx millegdid ghad-dehers tas-
Zuppervia 1i Imsht quddienmi fix-xbiha tal-ljun. Iz-zewg
annimali deheru resqin lejja b'rashom merfuha lfug, imgewbs u
feroei; l-istess arja 1li kien henm wmadwari wkoll deherst imwerwra.
ma' dawn, feuget ukell dz-Zina, mohbija taht lupa niexnfa.
FPl-eghlubija 1i kellha fugha kienet turi l-kilba 11 kellhs.

Din kienet ga zxejnet il-hajjs ta' hafna msejknin. Id=-dshera
mbazza taghha, hawditni b'mod 1i kont t1liif't kull tame 1i nasal
nitla dik it-telgha. U l-istess bhax-Xhigh, 11 mixzlub dejjem
biex jikseb x1 hagza u mbikki u mnikkst kemm il-darba jitke!

dak 1}\Jjkun kiseb b*hiltu, hekk 8idbt ruhi jien quddiem dik il-
lupa wagt 11 bil-gajla, 1-qajla, kienet qieghda tressaqni l-gewwa
frdak il-wied mudlam.

Wagqt 1i kzont gleghed nerga' naga' Til-vizzju, biswiti
Imaht ragel 1li kden ilu jghix fig-silkta ghal zmien twil u ghalbekk,
iebnu kien dghajjef hafna, Kif lmaht lil dar-ragel f'dal-lok
hekk wahxi, maszza minn kull-hajjz, ghollejt lehni u ghajjats
"Int minn int, dell jew bniedem, ikollok hnlena minni.”  Ghal
ghejta tieghl, wigibtnis "Jlen, m'inhix bni.edem ghalkeuw darba
kont. Misesieri u ommi kiepn Lomberdi u Mantovani., Twelidr
i zmien Giulio Cesars. ITil dan, ilhagitu tard u ghalhekk, ma
nistax nghid 1i ghext i zmienu. Kont nghix £'Runa taht 1t
twajjeb Augusto, fi zmlen il-pagamesmu. Kont Poeta u kont
aghanmilil dak it-tfajjel gust, iben Anchise li kien harab minn
Trdla meta l-kburi Iliione gie mahrug. Imma, int, ghaliex ergajt
leura f*dal-ick ta' diega, ta' hemn u ta' ghafis il-qalb?

Ghaliex, minflok, msa titlax din l-gholja, helwe u s=2biha? Din
l=-gholja hija 1-bidu ta' kull-hens.”

"Allurs int,huwa dak Virgilio 1i mimm hargu dawk il-poemi
1k huma tant nobbli u hilf fil-kelma?" Stagsejtu Jien b'rasi
baxxuta. #1lmgieh u d-dawl talepcetl l-ohra wassluni ghalle
istudju twil u ghall-imhabbs bla gies 1i gaghluni nistudja 1-
volum tal-kitba tieghek. Int huwa l-Awtur u s-Surmast tieghi



A g - 3 =

Int huw- dak 1i minnu jiena sragt l-istil gdid u hlejju tal-
poesijd liriei tieghi 1i tawni gleh u ghamluni maghruf." Harist
lejn il-bhime 1i minnha kont ged nitbazza u nitregga' l-ura u
ghajjats "lddefendinl, agbez ghalija, ehlisni minnha o ragel kbdir
u gharef...id~dehera taghha gleghda tkexkixni u treghdni.*”

¥ieta rani hekk mwerwer u mbikki, wigibni: "Jekk trid tohrog

gawwi u shih minn dal-lok selvagg, Jjehtieg 1i tagbad moghdija

ohra; mhux d4ik 1i twasslek ghal ghojja, imma dik 1i tgheddik mille-
Infern, biex b'hekk, int, issir toboghod id-dhub, imbaghad mill-
Purgatorju biex tissaffa., Dil-lupa 1'int tant gleghed tibza minnha,
ma thalli 141 hadd jghaddi minn triegta; min jipprova jghaddilha,
tibga', tibga', sakemm togtlu. Iz-Zina, fin-natura taghha,tant hi
kiefra u hazina 1i m'izxsbba’ gatt il-kilbe taghhaj,wara 1i din
tkun kielet, thossha bil-guh wisgq aktar minn gabel., Bosta huma
l-bnedmin 1i jigu magbuds minnha u waisq aktar ikunu dawn, sakemm
jasal il-keld u Jegridha bit-torturi. Dan, ma jippossedix la art
u angas deheb, iuma gherf, imhabba u virtu'. It-twelid tieghu
ikun fgajjar u mieghu igidb il-helsien ta' l-Jtalja 1i ghaliha
hallew hajjithom il-vergni Camlilla, Burislo, Niso u Turno. Huwa
jibga' Jigri wara l<lupa minn belt ghall-ohra sakemm jagbadha mille
gdié fl-Infern, mnejn l-ghira tas-serp , 1li wagqoghet fiz-zinalil
Adama w 1il Eva, gaghlitha tohrog. Ghalhekk ghal gid tieghek,
ngiddlek 1i ghandek timxi warajjaj jien inkun il-gwida tieghek u
minn hawn nishdok f'yost etern, mnejn tisma ghejjat ta® disperazjoni
ta' erwieh imnikkta i fi tbatije taghhom tismaghhom jilmentaw

R jisthu t-telfien ta' dejjem; tara wkoll 1il dawk 1i ghelkemm
gieghdin fine-nar, jinsabu hinja gheliex ghandhom it-tama 1i ghad
Jittajru u jiehdu posthom fost il-beati; imbaghad, jekk tkun trid
tara 1il dawn ukoll, ruh denja aktar minni, twasslek ss hdejbon.
Fets nigi biex ninfired minnek, Jjien inhallik f'idejha. Alda

11 jealtan hemm fug, m'iridx 11 jiens nidhol fis-seltng tieghu,
ghaliex jien hadtha kontra l-ligi tieghu. Huwa jsaltan kullimkien.
Hemm fuq gh-ndu ft-tron sublimi tieghu. Hinja hums dawk 1i jigu
maghzuls biex jittajru ghal Hdejh.®

U jien wigibtu: "Foeta, f'gleh dak Alla l'init ma taghrafx,
biex 1ehles mill-hems 11 ainsab fih, lest biex nigi mieghek fejn
tghidii. |Hesmhekk, inkun nista' nara l-bieb tal-genna w 1il dawk
1'int ghedt 11 jinsabu ilunikzktin.™

Ma' dawn il-kelmiet, Huwa beda miexi un jien bdejt nimxi
ﬂ&mih .
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