
DETAILED INFORMATION OF NEW ISSUES 

by JOSEPH FARRUGIA 

CHRISTMAS ISSUE 1980 

Date of Issue 7th. October 1980. 
Values................................................ 2c+5m, 6c+1c, 

2C+ 5m, 6c+ 1C, 
itamp Size ... . ...... ................................ 8c+ 1c5 = 20.5mm. 

X 47.15mm 
uc+ 3c = 48mm x 39·smm. 

8c+ 1c5, uc+ 3c. 
Art Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Raymond Pitre'. 
Printers . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . ... . . . . . . . . Printex Limited Malta. 
Process ................................................ Lithography. 
Perforation .......................................... 3 low values 134 x 13.4 (comb). 

high value 14 x 14 (comb). 
Watermark ........................................... Maltese Crosses pointing upright .iFl 

all three low values and pointing 
sideways in high value. 

Paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chalk Surfaced. 
Gum ................................................... P.V.A. 

Colours: 
The colour of this set was produced by printing in multicolour using six 
different colours. 

Designs: 
This is the seventeenth set of Xmas. Stamps issued by the G.P.O. Besides the 

postal value, each stamp includes a surcharge, the proceeds from which will be 
distributed amongst philantrophic organisations. 

This set of four stamps features a triptych painting, (the high value stamp 
uc+ 3c), by a Maltese artist, Anton Inglott (1915-1945). The painting shows the 

Announciation (2C+ sm stamp), Conception (6c+ 1C stamp) and Nativity 
(8c+ 1c5 stamp). 

The painting in triptych form, is on permanent exhibition at the National 
Museum of Fine Arts in Valletta. 

Colour checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm in diameter are seen in the ' 
right hand margin next to the last Stamp of the bottom row, in all Panes of all 
values. The colour checks from top to bottom correspond to the colours used for 
Pane numbers from left to right, in all Panes.of all values. 

' 
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Cumulati"v~ totals of progressive columns of stamps are seen in top lll!llG 
bottom margins of all Panes. Figures are ~.smm high and printed in the top, or 
fi.rst colour, of the colour checks. 

The P\~nted Sheets of the ~c+ sm, 6c+ IC and 8c+ 1c5 values consisted of 
three Panes, "A", "B" and "C". Each Pane has 50 stamps made up of ten rows of 
five stamps. , 

The Printed Sheet of the uc + 3c value, consisted of two Panes "A'' and "B". 
Each Pane has 40 stamps, made up of eight rows of five stamps. 

PlatejPane JJ.umbers: 
These are seen under the first litamp of the bottom row, in all Pan.es ef lWl 

values. 

Perforation of Margins 
As with other sets, a Pane of stamps is looked at in such a way, that the 

PlatefPane numbers are .at the left of the bottom margin. In the case of the three 
low values, 2C+ sm, 6c+ IC and8c+ IC5, the left hand margin of Pane "A", of 
each value is imperforated, whilst the left hand margin Panes "B" and "C" are 
fully perforated . The top, bottom and right hand margins of Panes "A", "B" 
and "C" are also fully perforated. In the case of the 12c+ 3c value, the left hand 
margin of Pane "A" is imperforated, whilst the left hand margin of Pane "B" is 
fully perforated. The top, bottom and right hand margins of Panes "A" and "B'' 
are also fully perforated. 

PANE PANE PANE PANE "A" PANE "B" 

"A" HB" "C" WMK ..... WMK ..... 

)VMK. WMK. WMK. 



From a study. of all the details gjven, the Printed Sheet of the ~c + 5m, 
ac + IC and Se+ 1c5 values, before cutting into Panes, would look as shown at 
top left. Looking at the Printed Sheet as shown, stamps will be seen the right 
way up, hence why water mark is upright. The printed sheet of the I~C+ 3c 
value, before cutting into Panes, would look as shown at top right. Looking at 
the Printed Sheet as shown, stamps would also be seen the right way up, hence 
why water mark is sideways. The perforator in both cases ran from left to right. 
Imprint Blocks: 

"PRINTEX LIMITED MALT A" is seen under the last stamp of the 
bottom row in both Panes of the I~c + 3c value, and under the last two stamps 
of the bottom row in all Panes of the other three lower values. An Imprint Block 
of four will also include the colour checks in all values. 

A special handstamp was used for cancellation on the first day of issue. This 
set will remain on sale up to January ~3, 1981 unless stocks are previously ex
hausted. Brisk sales were reported on the first day of issue, and up to 5p.m. sales 
amounted to £M41,8~7. 

BOOK SHELF 
SAID MALTA STAMP AND COIN CATALOGUE 1981 

The twelfth edition of this catalogue has been published by Messrs. 
Emmanuel Said of 3~, Melita Street, Valletta, and is being released on Monday, 
6th October, 1g8o. 

The Catalogue includes detailed and fully illustrated sections dealing with 
the stamps, postal history and coins of Malta and lists all the currency notes 
issued by Malta. A fully illustrated section is devoted to the stamps of the 
Sovereign MilitifY Order of Malta. It also gives a complete listing of the 
Order's contemporary coins. 

The stamps of Malta from the Republic issue onwards, as well as all 
miniature sheets and sheetlets and airmail stamps are illustrated in colour. 
Prices of stamps, covers and other philatelic material have been revised to take 
account of present-day market prices and auction realisation. In the album of 
420 pages with over 700 illustrations and nearly 300 line illustrations, the 
philatelist will find everything he wants to know about Maltese philately. 

All the special sections, such as those dealing with Malta Post Office machine 
cancellations, Prisoner of \Var Mail, Official postal stationery, pre-adhesive and 
postage due handstamps, disinfected mail, major varieties, etc. have been revisetl 
and up-dated. The section dealing with proofs and colour-trails have been 
completely re-vvritten and reflects our latest knowledge on this topic. 

The catalogue, in an attractive linen cover designed by Edwin Bonello, has 
been photoset, printed and bound by Printex Limited, Malta. It is being sold at 
[M2.50c per copy. 


