STAMPING AROUND

with NICK

HJMR Co. Inc, P.O. Box 610308 North Miami, Fla. 33161, U.S.A,, have
available a special edition of the firm’s Newslist, featuring 28 pages of priced
offers of worldwide philatelic literature, which include Billig’s Philatelic Hand-
books, Robson Lowe’s wide range, hundreds of catalogues, handbooks, and
monographs by philatelic publichers in the U.S. and abroad. Copies are avail-
able from HJMR at above address for 25c (U.S.). ’

KYLLING & SON, Sankt Kunds Vej 10, DK-gooo Helsingor, Denmark,
have available a Philatelic Dictionary of Foreign Words, in seven languages, to
and from Danish, English, French, German, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese,
with almost 40,000 entries, an appendix of 6oo of former and present stamp
issuing countries, number tables and several hundreds of names of colours
in six languages. It is priced at #5000 d.kr. (£7 or U.S. §13.00); details available
from above address.

If you are a topical collector, then membership in the 10,000-strong Ame-
rican Topical Association is highly recommended for the best source of infor-
mation, fellowship and inspiration in your field of philatelic activity. Several
publications, in the form of handbooks, and including ‘““Topical Time”, a bi-
monthly fund of articles, check-lists and notes, are available.

One recent venture of A T.A. is a series entitled “Topical Digest”, indeed
a digest of the cream of topical articles that have appeared scattered in various
philatelic periodicals over the years. Received on my desk recently is “Topical
Digest No. 8”7, incorporating sixteen different articles dealing with a wide
range of topics. Priced at a modest $5.00, it can be obtained by writing to
A.T.A., 3308 North soth Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53216, U.S.A.

And if you collect the Holy Family on Stamps, then I suggest A.T.A.s
handbook No. g2 — “The Holy Family”, — which gives a complete checklist
of the World’s Stamps (1864-1977) depicting members of the Holy Family.
Its cost, $8.00, is more than justified considering the amount of research that
has gone into its compilation. A list of A.T.A. publications as well as a
publicity flyer are available for a stamped s.a.e. from yours very truly.

This past year, Canada’s stamps have attracted unprecedented demand
following CAPEX 78, resulting in a spiralling increase in most prices. Witness
to this is the “1979 Canada Specialized Postage Stamp Catalogue” published
by Philatelic Supply Company, of Dept. 222, 127 Cartwright Ave., Toronto,
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Ontario, Canada, M6A 1V4. The sixth edition under review covers most aspects
of Canadian philately, and the publishers should be proud as their “Specialized”
is now well accepted as a standard reference for BNA philately.

The major portion of Sir Henry Tucker’s collection of the stamps of
Bermuda was sold at Harmers Bond Street Auction rooms for a total of £400,35%
on October 17th — a record for a one-country sale, and the highest figure ever
achieved by Harmers of London. Competition for the 581 lots was fierce, with
four-figure realisations a norm, four lots fetched over £20,000 each, and record
prices for postal history. B.B.C. Television cameras recorded the sale of four
Iots in the Postmasters’ Provisional Stamps of 1848-1863, which fetched a total
of £115,000, the top price of £36,000 being paid for an envelope bearing the
second “PAID AT HAMILTON, BERMUDA” crowned circle stamp, while
a copy of the first “Perot” stamp in red dated 1853 went to a continental
buyer for £g2,000. This stamp once formed a pair with a copy in the Queen’s
collection. The second portion will be auctioned by Harmers of New York on
April 24th, 1979.

And talking of Television and philately, Britain after all has its first
ever “Stamps Only” TV show. Pressure for such a programme has only been
on for about a couple of years. Qur member Ted Collins, on his return to UK.
wrote a couple of letters to a few philatelic periodicals, and mention was made
of Malta’s TV documentaries on the Postal History of Malta, with member
Graham Smeed illustrating a “Letter to the Editor” with a shot he took while
in Malta last year during the transmission of the final documentary. The
British TV show is scheduled to appear on BBC 2 on Saturday mornings
starting on January 1979. The series is composed of ten programmes under
the title “In the Post”. :

The “Missing Virgin” turned up at Harmers Bond Street Auction recently.
Issued in the British Virgin Islands between 1867 and 1870, the 1/- stamp
should have a central figure of St. Ursula printed in black, but a few copies
show only the surrounding rose-carmine printing. An example, listed as the
last lot in an auction of world rarities marking Harmers sixty years as stamp
auctioneers, was estimated to realise f£25,000. It fetched f£19,500.

Starting with 1979, collectors of the issues of the U.N.P.A. will have to add
U.N. stamps expressed in Austrian schillings. The first stamps so denominated
are expected in August this year, when the “Vienna International Centre for
the United Nations” will be inauguarated. A postal agreement, similar to those
concluded with the United States and the Swiss Postal Authorities, has already
been signed between the U.N. and the Austrian Authorities. The stamps would
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be available at the Vienna International Centre for the Centre’s mailing and
sold to co.lectors as well. The threesome combination of U.N. issues are unique
in the world of stamps, reflecting the international character of the Organization.

From the International Philatelic Press Club, comes the news that the Malta
Post Office has been selected as the recipient of the IP.P.C. Award for 1978.
The Award, the highe:t tribute that a Postal Administration can receive from
those divectly connectzd with philatelic jzurnalism, is offered annually to that
Postal Authority considered to provide philatelic journalists and publicists
with outstanding and detailed information about new stamp issues.
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! YOUR RESORT HILTON IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

Make Malta your resort venue when you next need
a break and come and enjoy it with friends at the
Malta Hilton.

{ Over 200 luxuriously decorated and fully airconditioned
twin rooms, the Malta Hilton i1s sited at the water’s

edge and offers every amenity for those seeking to

relax by the sea and the Mediterranean sun. For
bookings and information contact your travel agent,
Hilton reservation service or Malta Hilton on
telephone g6201, Telex MW 260. ‘
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