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FOREWORD 

Art is a fo.cm of human expression requJ!"1ng an intelligent approach and 
an emotional involvement, without which no product can ever reach that stage 
of desirability w much associated with fine works of a:t. In stamp-desi2;nin.2: the 
mani:pulation of forms and colours produce visual expressions, reflecting the 
artict:c skills of the author. In stamps, the designs are not always, unfortunately 
and necessarily, the personal output of the designer, his inner feelings at the 
time or his own mental expression. Ve:y few stamp-designers have managed to 
reflect in their works their own imagination and resourcefulness, while many 
stamp-designs are not necessarily art in the true sense of the word. 

However, we in Malta, a.~e fortunate to have a stamp-designer who not 
only endeavours to produce art in miniature, but generally he has produced 
works of art out of ~tamp designs. He has involved him<:elf so deeply, mentally 
and emotionally, that his designs retain all the beauty of the originals; he has 
mastered the skill to visualise the end product - a fragment of the initial size. 

Cheva:ier Emvin Cremona has maintained a steady flow and output of 
designs unique in the world of stamps. Few stamp-designers have given so 
much for so long to their Motherland. As philatelists we feel in debt to this 
man of high artistic achievements. 

In May this year, Emvin Cremona celebrates his sixti:eth birthday and the 
Philatelic Society, through this magazine, feels it is her duty to pay him homage. 
Elsewhere in this edition, we are devoting a special feature article to the 
"Doyen" of Malta stamps. The fact that the article has already appeared in 
print does not diminish its value as a tribute; it is indeed our satisfaction that 
the article has appeared in both English and Italian at the same time and has 
served to highlight our gratitude throughout the philatelic world. 

* * * 
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With this edition three novelties are being incorporated, two of which 
cater for regular columns and the third of a technical nature. 

The Edito~:al Board, after a critical examination of past ed:tions of our 
Magazine has decided to group various bits and pie::-es of items dealing with the 
Society and its activlt:es, previously scattered throughout the contents. Thus 
matters covering the Society and it3 activities, including news about members, 
awards, monthly meetings, auct:on reports, etc., will in future be lo::ated under 
"SOCIETY TALK". With every edition we intend to cover as many it.ems as 
possible and one topic we would like to include is a mention of publicat:ons 
received by the Society. 

Another new feature comes under the heading "STAMPING AROUND" 
cont~ibuted by yours truly. Those who are expecting a listing of new issues will 
be disappointed; such details are a:ways easJy available from leading philatelic 
periodicals. However while "stamping ai':ound" I might fancy a particular issue 
and include a reference. It will be my duty to bring to your attention philatelic 
publications that are received on my desk or by the Society, reports of out­
standing and not so out tanding philatelic happenings, such as auction realiza­
tions, exhibitions and meetings. "Stamping Around" is a personal column and 
the success or ctherwio:e of this new venture into print is my own respon:ibii:ty. 

And now to the technical innovation, which we hope will provide the 
desired effect. While browsing through this edition, you will meet with pages 
-printed in two-column:. We have played with the idea of two-co~umn pages 
for some time but for one reason or another we hesitated with the decision. 
We now feel it is th·e r:ght time to spread some of the regular features in this 
style. We have wme members complaining that the "Diary" tends to strain the 
-eyes and we agree. The "Diary'' itself will in future be in two-column format 
and thanks to our printer we are pleased with the new lay out. 

The use of two-column format is actually an experiment for us who prepare 
the magazine. Assuring ourselves of the benefits of mch a lay-out we will be 
keeping that setting for specific features. It will also act as a prelude to further 
innovations we intend to introduce in the very near future; even the format 
at this stage is under d:scussion. vVhen plans are drafted, we intend to seek 
your views and we are sure that with such a consemus, the PSM Magazine will 
continue to be alive and progressive. But enough about innovations. 

We take this opportunity to augur more co-operation on your part and we 
wi~h you and you;: families a Happy Easter. 

THE EDITOR 



SOCIETY TALK 

Dues Reminder 
Every member is kindly rem~nded 

that m::mbershi,p dues are payable in 
January. Please check to be sure you 
have remitted your 1979 dues. We 
want to keep youy name on the maga· 
zine mail:ng 1ist as well as on the 
exchange packet circuits, with no in­
terrupt;ons. Kindly make cheques or 
money orders payable to "The Phila­
telic Society" and forward to our 
Trea~urer at your earllest. Your mem­
bership fee enables the continuation 
of the publication of our Magazine. 

The Exchange Packet Branch 
New members who have joined the 

Soc:ety during 1978 may be interested 
t:) know that the Society runs an effi­
c:ent "sales circu :t" for members. 
For:.ign members may submit phila­
telic material foy sale through the 
E.P.B. but due to high postal 
charges and de:ays as well as the 
r:,sk of losses through the poot, the 
circu:ts are only located locally. Nor­
mally a member is placed on a cir­
cuit based on his geog-:aphical loca­
tion. Thus in most ca~es, the packet 
may be passed on by hand. A mem­
ber on the circuit kt may keep the 
pack::t for only three days and then 
pass on the packet to the next mem­
ber on the list. After handing over 
the packet to the next member on 
the circuit, a detailed account of one's 
pur,chases should be mailed imme­
diately to our E.P.B. Superintendent. 
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P.ease remember: Yemit the exact 
amount to avoid complications for 
our man on the job, and avoid any 
delays in passing over the packet. In­
ter-::st~d members should contact: Mr. 
Anthony Fenech, The Philatelic So­
c:ety, E.P.B. Supecintendent, 'Miele' 
Old Railway Road, Balzan. 

Are You an Ambassador? 
Would you want the Philatelic 

Society grow? Then what are you do­
i,ng in that direction? One way you 
can g~ve a helping hand is to recruit 
new members. The number oE new 
members you sponsor is the ev\dence 
of your eagerness to see our society 
grow. We cannot promis.:·~ any re­
wards, but we would be w]ling to 
print your name along the new mem­
h::Ys you have been able to sponsor. 
Add~tions to our membership list 
continue to give us a sense of pride. 
1978 has bene a record year for the 
Society; let's make 1919 even better. 

The Society has available appro­
priate application forms which also 
g:ve a brief hbo:y of the Society. 
Members wishing to obtain copies of 
this appEcation form should get in 
touch with Mr. J. Farrugia, Corres­
ponding Secretary, 34 Nursing Sisters 
Street, St. Julians, Malta. All mat­
ters dealing with membership, such 
as change of address, new members, 
etc. should be communicated to Mr. 
Farrugia, who is also responsible for 
the mailing to members of the 
magazine. 



Auction Action 
A very successful auction was held 

by the P.S. on Monday, February 5th, 
1979. A special word of appreciation 
must go to Messrs. S.N. Bush and J. 
Hamilton, who both did a fine job 
entailing them long hours of prepa­
rations. As a Yesult of this success, the 
P.S. planning to hold another auction 
later this year, probably in October j 
November. And for the first time, our 
overseas members will be able to par­
ticipate. A letter-circular has been 
mailed to overseas members explain­
ing the new venture. On our part we 
shall do our best to post you in time 
and we expect our overseas members 
to ensure that their lots and subse­
quent bids are mailed within the sti­
pulated dates. So help us to help you. 

"Vote a Stamp" 
The IVth International "Vote A 

Stamp" ReferendumjContest has 
been launched by the Philatelic So­
ciety in February, with the publica­
t[on of a specially printed two-colour 
brochure, (copy enclo:ed with this 
edition addressed locally, overseas 
members air-mailed separately in Feb­
ruary). The mechanics remain un­
changed. Collectors are invited to 
vote for one stamp which in their 
opinion is the most beautiful stamp 
released by the Malta Post Office dur­
ing 1978. Over:eas entries must be 
accompanied by one International 
Reply Coupon, while local partici­
pants should enclose a 5c rtamp. This 
is the only requirement for entries 
to participate in the Contest part. 
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Once again the P.S. is awarding a 
free holiday in Malta for one person 
as the first prize in the Contest. The 
prize is awarded to the participant 
who:e name is drawn after a draw 
among those participants voting for 
the winning stamp. The winner will 
be entitled to a free return air ticket 
to Malta travelling AIR MALT A 
from any point served by the Na­
tional Airline, as well as free accom­
modation, which includes half-board, 
at the luxurious Malta Hilton. 

Three other prizes, consisting of a 
1978 year collection, kindly donated 
by the Postmaster General, Malta, 
will be distributed after a draw of all 
the entries received. 

Members who would like further 
copies of the "Vote A Stamp" bro­
chure, should obtain them from 
Messrs. E. Said, Valletta who pro­
duced it. 

CAPEX 78 - Correction 
E. Said Publishers have been erro­

neously reported as having been 
awarded a Silver Medal for the "Said 
Malta Stamp and Coins Catalogue 
1978" at CAPEX 1978. Please note 
that the firm was in fact awarded a 
"Large Silver Medal". We apologise 
for the inaccuracy. (Ed.). 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Always keep Lhe first Monday of the 

month free of any appointments. Make· sure 

you are always able to attend the monthly 

meetings. And bring a ,guest with you. The 

warm friendly atmosphere is · always in 

evidence. 



BRASILIANA '79 

The Philatelic Society has appoint­
ed Mr. Godwin Said, as National 
Commiss:oner fo:c "BRASILIANA 
'79", the 3rd International Exhib~­

tiCJn of Thetamic Philately. Members 
interested in participat:ng are kindly 
invited to write to Mr. Godwin Said, 
1 1, Tower Road, Sliema. 

Fully Support Your Society 

• Come to Monthly Meet:ngs 

* Pay your dues in time 

* AtLract new members 

* Participate in the Auctions 

and Exchange Packet Branch. 

The Editor wm be pleased to discuss 

with members articles they would like to 

conaibute to the PSM Magazine. Please 

write in the first imtance to the Editor. 

7 

COMMITTEE 1979 

The following is the Committee of 

the Philatelic Society for 1979: 

Pre ident 

D~. J.H. Mercieca 

V ice President 

Dr. A. Bonnici 

Secretary 

Dr. A. Ganado 

Treasurer 

Rev. Fr. A. Galea 

Asst. Treasurer & Exchange 
Packet Branch Superintendent 

Mr. A. Fenech 

Editor 

Mr. N. A. Cutajar 

A >st. Editor & Corresponding 
Secretary 

Mr. J. Farrugia 

Public Relations 

Mr. J.F. Porsella Flores 

Members 

Lt. Col. 
Mercieca, 

Auditors 

Wm. Attard, 
Mr. G. Said 

M:. V. 

Mr. A. Cassar Torregiani & Mr. J.P. 
Hamilton 



MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

A warm we:come zs extended to the following new members: 

326 Mr. Wolfgang Grohn 

327 Mr. J. de Boer 

328 Mr. Peter C. Han~en 

329 Mr. Bjorn Gunnar Solaas 

330 Mr. Charles Naja 

331 Mr. Horst Schmidt 

332 Mr. Mark DeGiorgio 

333 Mr. Bernard Kilford 

334 Ms. Lois L. Corbin 

335 Mr. Jan C. Bezemer 

336 Mr. Maynard L. Nell 

337 Mr. Derek George Mann 

338 Mr. Alois Ittner 

339 Mr. Otto Baerwald 

340 Mr. D. Rajamany 

341 Mr. Ali M. Ghaemi 

342 Dr. D.H. Ball 

343 Mr. Manuel F. Muscat 

Philatelic Service, 
Offenbacher Landstr. 1 q, 
D-6450 Hanau 7, Fed. Rep. of Germany. 
M. Colleniustraat 68, Postbus 2023, 
9704 CA Groningen, Netherlands. 
Suderstrasse 66b, 
D-2391 Harrislee, West Germany. 
Postboks 552, 
N 4601 Kristiansand S., Norway. 
9 St. Ann's Court, Bisazza Street, 
Sliema, Malta. 
Meisenweg 19, 07923 Konigsbronn, 
West Germany. 
23 Jocelyn Road, Richmond, 
Surrey, England. 
5 Pine Trees Close, 
Fareham, Hants. Po14 15P, U.K. 
501 East Seminole, Apartment 7, 
Lake Wales, Florida, U.S.A. 
Schildmanstraat 43, 
3342 Bp. Hendrik Ido. Ambacht, 
Holland. 
5414 S.W. Logan Ct., Portland, 
Oreg-on 9'1219, U.S.A. 
20 York Close, Chippenham, 
Wiltohi'"e SN14 OQB, U.K. 
Anton Bruckner Str. q, 
D-60~3 Obertshausen 1, West Germany. 
Bismarckstrasse 10, Postfach 12, 
D-7410 Reutlin~ren 1, Germany. 
84 J alan Sa tu, Desa J aya, Kepong, 
Selangor, Malaysia. 
P.O. Box 427, McLean, 
Virginia, 22101 U.S.A. 
Arnewood Rise, Tiptoe, 
Lyming-ton, Rants, U.K. 
518 Brussels Street, San Francisco, 
California 94134, U.S.A. 
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RELIGION ON MALTA STAMPS 

Part I 

by ANTHONY FENECH 

Several Malta stamps hm1e subjects of religious significance. Shr.ines) paint­
ings) statues) churches) memoria.;s and monuments provide a subject of immense 
scope for thematic collectors. More than one hundred Malta stamps issued to 
date bear a reli·gious theme. Mr. Anthony Fenech takes a c!oser look and reviews 
sotme of our stamps with a religious motif. ( Ed.). 

St. Paul 
Malta itsued her first postage stamp on December 1st, 186o. It was a simple 

design show:ng the head of Queen Vi::toria enclosed in an octagonal frame 
bordered by a regular patte::-n of leaves .. During the centenary year of the first 
Malta stamps, in 1g6o, the Malta Po:t Office issued two commemorative sets -
one, a set of three stamp: marking Malta's stamp centenary, and the other, a 
set of six magnificent stamps, ably designed by Chev. Emvin Cremona, comme­
morating the Nineteenth Centenary of St. Paul's Shipwreck, when the Maltese 
received the message of Christianity. 

In fact, n::> less than nineteen Etamps so far released by 
th~ Malta Po:t Office depict St. Paul and his Shipwreck 
on the Island. Among them we find reproductions of some 
of the fine paintings on the ceiling of St. Paul's Shipwreck 
Chu,_.-~·h in Vallet~a, by the Italian artist, Attilio Palombi 
(1860-1912). One, reproduced on the I!d stamp of the 
Centenary Isme, showed the Sai1nt, helping the ship­
wr-::':cked mariners shore.(1) A different treatm,ent of the 
same scene was u:ed on the IO/- of 1899, 1919 and 1922 

which also depicted the sinking ship in the background. The wooden statue, 
sculptured by Melchiore Gafa, in 1657, and venerated at the same church of 
St. Paul Shipw::-ecked, in Valletta, is featured on six 10/- stamps in the definitive 
series of 1926, 1928, 1930, 1938, 1948 and 1956. The three diamond shaped 
stamps i'n the 1960 commemoratives show respectively the statue of St. Paul at 
St. Paul's Grotto annexed to the Rabat Parish Church; an angel with the Acts 
of the Apostles, in which is to be read in gold letters, "We mu·t come unto a 
certain Island" (27,2,5) and "the island was called Melita" (28,1); and the 
highest denomination, the 2/6 bue-green, which a:so exists with gold ommitted, 
showing St. Paul holding the Second Epistle to the Cori1nthians in which he 
wrote, "I have mffered ~hipwreck in Christ's name" (Ch. 12). 
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The [1 definit:ve stamp of the 1965 serieo, perhaps the most impress:ve 
of the whole set, depicts the patron saints of Malta-St. Publius (nominated by 
St. Paul as the first Bishop of the Maltese Islands), St. Paul and St. Agatha, 
standing together in solemn dignity. The thc-ee saints appear together on the 
inside of the main entrance to Mdina. Th~ statue of St. Publius venerated in 
the Floriana Parish Church is shown on the 1j6 issue:: of 1926, 1228, 1930, 1938 
and 1948 definitives. St. Luke, with St. Luke's Hospital in the background, Is 
depicted on the 6d stamp of the Catholic Doctors' Congress set of 1964. 

Monuments and Statues 

Sciortino's monument to Chr:st the King erected during the Eucharistic 
Congress of 1913 in the Miiglio Gardens, Floriana, and the marb~e masterpiece 
by Mazzuoli, representing the Baptism of Chrh which is found behind the 
main altar in St. John's Co-Cathedral are featured on the 2j- and [1 stamps 
respectively of the 1956 definitives. The 1967 stamp~ commemorating the third 
centenary of the death of Gafa feature the statue of St. Catherine of Siena 

found in the Magna-
napoli, Rome; St. 
Thomas of Villanova, 
found in St. Augustine's 
Church, Rome; and 
Christ receiving Bapt­
ism from St. John the 
Baptist, found as one 
bozzetto at the Zejtun 
Parish Church.(2) 

St. Pius V is featured on the 3d stamp in the se:ies commemorating the 
Fourth Centenary of the Foundation of Valletta issued in 1966. It was Pope 
Pius V who, as his predecessor Pi1us IV, had given his whole hearted support 
and help to the Grand Master in the building of Valletta on the peninsula 
known as Shebb-er-rass - "the light of the headland".(3) 

On the 28th June, 1967 these stamps commemorating the nineteenth cen­
tenary of the Martyrdom of St. Peter and St. Paul were issued. The 2d value 
shows St. Peter being crucified head downward3, whilst the 3/- value illustrates 
the beheading of St. Paul. The coronation of St. Joseph as Patron Saint of 
the Universal Church was commemorated by two stamps issued on the 24th 
July, 1967. The stamps are reproductions from a painting by Giuseppe Cali, 
a Maltese artist, found in Qala Parish Church, Gozo. 
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Religious Art 

Religious Art is portrayed on some stamps 
issued by the Malta Post Office. The 1 j 3 value 
of the 1965 definitive series shows two angels 
and a s::m:ce of li,;ht symbolozing the 24th 
Int::rnational Eucharist~c Congress he~d in 
Malta in 1913. 

A s:::t of eight stamp: was issued in 1970, 
commemorat;ng the XIIth Art Exh:bition of the Council of Europe held at 
St. John's Co-Cathedral. Among the designs, we find a reproduction of Cara­
vaggio's famous "Beheading of St. John the Baptist", found in St. John's eo­
Cathedral; another reproduct:'on of P:eti's "The Baptist Clad in the Habit of 
the Order" found at the Nati:mal Mu:eum of Fine Arts, Valletta; a reproduc­
tion of an allegor:cal painting show:ng the three functions of the Order, found 
at the National Museum; Caravaggio's "St. Je:ome" found m St. John's eo­
Cathedral; and Favray's "B:-other Gecard receiving Godfrey de Bouillion". 

The se value of the Europa 1974 series illustrates the silver monc trance 
attributed to Bernini and found in St. John's Mus.eum and representat:ve of 
of the Baroque period.(4) Reproductions of de Mura's (1696-1782) "Allegory of 
Malta" and "Judith and Holofernes" by Valentine de Boulogne (159H632) 
were the two stamps issued in the 197.5 Europa set. The theme was Art. 

The Malta Po:t Office has devised four sets in the series dedicatEd to the 
Flemish Tapestries of St. John's Co-Cathedral. The sets have been scheduled 
to appear between 1977-198o. The first four stamps making up the first issue, 
released on March 3oth, 1977 were Rubens': "The Annunciation", "The Four 
Evangelists", "The Nat:¥ity" and "The Adoration oft he Magi". The second 
set in the series were issued on January 26th, last year, and again featured 
Ruben's "The Entry into Jerusalem", "The Last Supper", "The Raising of the 
Cross" and "The Resurrect: on". Two other sets in the series are scheduled for 
1979 and 1980. 

REFERENCES: 

(1) and (3) "Malta - The Story of Malta and her Stamps" by James A. Mackay. 

(2) and (4) "Said Malta Stamp Catalogue - 1978" (Glossary of Illustrations). 
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CHEV. EMVIN CREMONA -
DOYEN OF MALTA STAMP DESIGNERS* 

by NICK A. CUT AJAR 

One hundred and seventy different o:ig:nal stamp de~igns within the 
space of twenty years, exc:uding the artwork for a host of other stamps, that is 
the output of Chevalier Emanuel Vincent Cremona, the doyen of Malta stamp 
des:gnec. Stamps are, however, only a sideline constituting a relatively minor 
aspect of his arti;tic achievements as church decoration, stage scenery, interior 
decor, book covers, carnival floats, trade fair stands, exhibition booths and every 
other form of art have all been treated with devot:on and zeal by Chevalier 
Cremona who is al"o considered as one of Europe's most talented stamp 
dedgners. Of all his artistic activities, stamp designing stands out supreme, 
making h;m known all over the world. Chev. Cremona's designs are be~t defined 
as a reflection of his deep sense of patriotism. 

He wa> born in Va"letta on the 27th May, 1919, and at an early age his 
artistic tendencies became appar,~nt. vVhen he was only sixteen, he held hi; 
first public exh:bition, when his works were included in the Malta Art Asso­
ciation Exhibition of 1935. That same year, he enrolled as a student at the 
Government School of Art. In Hl38 he was admitted at the Regia Accademia 
di Belle Arti in Rome. During- h:s stay in Rome, he exhibited at the "Mostra 
Prelitoriale" meriting favourable comments from critics like Jacobbi. One of 
his works on d·:~play in this exhibition was purchased by the Ministro dei Fasci 
e delle Corporazioni. On hi> return to Malta, he held a one-man exihibition 
at the ''Ellis Studio", presenting thirty oil paintings, four water-colours and six 
pen and ink drawings, most of which had been executed during his sojourn in 
Rome, where he became attached to the Modern Art Movement. 

When war broke out, in 1941, Chev. Cremona was con­
scripted w:th the King's Own Malta Regiment. His artistic 
talent> were soon utilized in camouflage effects. In his mili­
ta:y career, Chev. Cremona reached the grade of an intelli­
gence sergeant but his war experiences became very useful 
in later years when he exploited them in portraying the 
anguish and destruction of the war in his very first stamp 
designs commemorating the granting of the George Cross to 
the Maltece people. Between 1943 and 1945, he took part in 
several exhibitions and it is opined by critics that the end 
of the war saw the end of the young artist. After the war, 
Chev. Cremona bloomed into a formidable mature artist. 



In 1~45, he was awarded the "M~s Schembri Bequest", a scholarship for 
two yeac at th·~ famous Slade School CoLege of the University of London, 
under Pnf~ssor Randolph Schwabe. Two years later, Chev. Cremona proceeded 
to Pa~:s, where he was admitt.~d t0 yet another famous school, "L'Ecole 
Sup~r·;:L-:~ d~s Beaux Arts''. The experi·ence he ga:ned overseas during these 
yeac ~ea·cd hi: passport to fame, becoming mast.~r in his own right. At this 
sta:Te of hi: caree:·, h~ held e tablished and pe:Lcted h:s style, best desc:-ibed as 
'~ym'JoLc :mp:e::i:m:.m·, more concerned with the spiritual and psyche of the 

subje(t t'lan :ts natural contou~s. On his return to his Island home, he was 
employed as a teacher of painting at the Government School of Art, a post he 

re:igned in 1959. 

In 1958, Chev. Cremona exh:bited at the XXIX Esposizione Biennale 
Internazionale d'Arte di Ven~zia and one of his works, "Composizione", was 
reproduced on the official exhibit'on cata:ogue. In 1959, Emvin, his characte­
r:stic coined abbrev:·ation of his fi:-st names, was entrusted w:th the decorations 
on the occaoion of the Nineteenth Centenary Celebrat'on: of the Shipwreck 
oE St. Paul in Malta. His efforts were comidered "unique in their g:-andeur, 
elegance, originality of concept and mystical effluence" cul~ninating in a set 
of six stamp<:, released on the gth Februacy, 1960. This set was a challenge 
(as indeed, every de:ign for him is) and while retaining 
a mysti~al aura, he freed himself of the conservative 
Eo:-m of stamps and produced three diamond shapes, 
coming to terms with tradifon by including three 
vertical Ehaped designs. The resu:t was an excep­
tionally fine set, attracting world acclaim and 
the award of the "Union Mond'ale Saint 
Gabriel" for the best ~tamp wi'th a reli­

gious motif. Chev. Cremona himse1£ admitted 
to me that he becomes very much involved 
emotionally and psychologically on h:s work. At 
t:m~s he is also tormented while he searches deep 

into the spirit of the subject in hand and as a result 
the "mental concept of the subject takes precedence 
over the recognizable natu:-al forms". 



In 1961, he wa3 created Kn:ght of the Pontificial Military Order of St. 
Sylvester and in 1963 he was awarded a gold medal by the Malta Society of 
Arts, Manufacture and Commerce tor artistic achievements. During that same 
year, he was commissioned by the Malta Government to execute a painting for 
pre:entation to the United Nations Organization, New Yo:k, and another 
Cremona canvas was pl'csent.ed t') the Lnternat:onal Labour Organization, 
Geneva, in 1969. 

Meanwhile, Chev. Cremona had been entru:ted exclusively with the prepa­
ration of tl:le designs for Malt.~ se po:tage s~amps, his first appearing in 1957. 
In 1964, his designs fo:- various sets attracted worldwide accla:m. Malta, that 
year, ho:ted two med:cal congresses, the Anti-Brucellosis Congress and the First 
European Congress of Catholi:: Doctors. To commemorate the Anti-Brucellosis 
Congress, Malta issued a set of two stamps, one featuring the portra:ts of the 
two pbnee: research workers into the disease, namely Sir David Bruce and 
Dr Themistocles Zammit, and the other showed laboratory equipment and a 
Maltese goat. Th:ee attractive stamps were also issued to mark the First 
European Congress of Cathol 'c Doctors. The three designs of this set depicted 
subjects which were reminiscent of the Order of the Knights of St. John and 
their hospitallier role. 

Dur:ng the same ycu.r, 1964, Malta gained its independence 
and Chev. Cremona was commi:sioned to des'gn a series of 
stamps to commemorate this important event in the history 
of the Maltese Islands. He produced a set of three different 
designs, that will :emain a monument to his deep sense of 
patriotism. Their simplicity and symbolism continue to 
fas inate collectors and evoke high sentiments of patriotism. 
Chev. Cremona himself says of this set, that he wanted it to 
be simple yet meaningful, worthy of the event it had to pay 
homage to. 

The year 1964 was indeed one of the busiest years for Chev. Cremona as 
he also produced the designs of the fiLt Christmas stamps issued by Malta. The 

stamps had a common design in Cremona's unique stylized human form. Ever 
since that year, Chev. Cremona has produced all the Maltese Christmas stamps. 
Over the years he has interpreted the Christmas theme in so many ways, that 
he is hardly parallelled by any one artist for one single stamp issuing authority. 
Every design has a dignified and mystic aura, combining modern thinking with 
the traditional. Chev. Cremona's creativity knowing no bounds, he has reserved 
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"Every design has a dignified and mystic aura, combining modern 

thinhing with the traditional'' 

Original sketch of the detail (figure compositions) 

of the IC + 5m stamp of the Christmas 1978 Issue. 



some of his exper;ments m 
stamp deigning and format b:­
the Ch:-istmas issue~. His ten­
dency to depart from the norm, 
resulted in shapes such as tra­
pezia, pentagons t:-iptychs and 
the inclusion of a composit:on 
within the Souvenir Sheets. 

Dur:ng the same year, he had been steadily working on a 
set of n :neteen pico::-ial ~tamps for the definitive issue that 
was expected of the new independent ttate of Malta. The 
designs synthesised four miJeniums of Maltese history and 
Chev. Cremona had at his d:sposal the wealth of art and 
culture in eve:-y form corr~sponding to definite periods in 

the long hi~tory of the Malte-e nation. From the innumerable original sketches 
and drafts, emerged one of the most colourful and or:ginal definifve sets of the 
British Commonwealth. Once again his efforts attract<:d worldwide attention 
and his designs for this set were public:y exhibited at the Crown Agents stand 
at the Stanley Gibbons Catalogue Centenary Exhibit:on held in London's 
Festival Hall between the 17th and 2oth February, 1965. 

In 1973, Chev. Cremona was also responsible for yet another long series 
consisting of fifteen design-. While the 1965 defin:tiv·e set was immaginately 
conceived on a historical note, that of 1973 was more flamboyantly composed, 
colomful and contemporary, with history, culture, industry, folklore and tour­
ism homogeneously integrated. 

Going through some of his primary sketche3 and drafts, for various stamp 
designs, one cannot help observe the richness of ideas and interpretation of 
Cremona's mind. He is rarely satisfied with his work and is humble enough not 
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to comment on his achievements. His home, which he himself has designed and 
decorated in a homogeneous manner, contains the ingred:ents of a man for 
whom art is a plant, an old crumbling headle:s and handless statue, a rough 
stone, an elaborate contoured section of a tree trunk. All such things, unattrac­
tive to th:: common man, provide him with excitement. His inspiration stems 
from everyday life while the interpretation is purely Cremona, fresh and 
imaginat[ve, d-::I:cate and o~iginal. 

It is impos:ible to di ems each and every design of the stamps that bear 
hi; imp:":nt. Each is a masterpiece by itself, and over the years, Cremona's stamps 
have reached a stage, when the name of his nation, "Malta", could easily be 
removed from the stamp layout znd it would [t;n be readily recognized as a 
Malta stamp. 

\Vhen I asked Crem::ma whi·.h stamp he him­
~elf likes be~t, he avo:ded a direct reply but he 
ii cb:ed to me that he is ftill fascinated by the 
1968 set of three stamp3 i~sued to commemo~ate 
larly the 6d stamp. Each design featured a 

gather:ng of people from diffe:cnt nations in a homogeneous group. Homo­
geneity for the man who has designed mo:t of the stamps of modern Malta, is 
a very important consideration. The same basic concept of a homogeneous 
group crops up again years later in the Christmas issues beween 1969 and 1971. 

Philatelic writers and cnt:cs agree that for almost twenty years, Malta's 
unique stamps represent a homo.::;cneous array of bold, ima~inative and dis­
ti:Jctive designs. This uniformity of style, unfortunately, cannot be always 
respected in future, for no other artist will ever manage to involve himself 
emot=onally as Chev. Cremona. It can be stated that Chev. Emanuel Vincent 
Cremona has enlivened phJately and rai~ed a stamp designing to a miniature 
art form. He has made art of stamps. 

This article was originally published in "IL NUOVO CORRIERE FILATE­
LICO", No. 20, December I9J8. 
Publishers: "Societci di Studi Filatelici e Storico Postale", Firenze. 
Editor: Prof. Dr. Vito Salierno. 
The article had a parallel translation in Italian publ<ishecl in the same edition. 
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SLIEMA STAMP SHOP 
111, Manwe! Dimech Street, 

(ex Prince of '\Vales Road) 

Sliema. (Telephone 30383) 

The First Stamp Shop to be ojJened in Sliema 

vVhere you can find whatever you need 

in philatelic material. 

*'' STOCK BOOKS 

* ALBUMS 

ot:, CATALOGUES 

* MINT & USED STAMPS 

* FIRST DAY COVERS 

ot:, AND OTHER ACCESSORIES 

MALTA MINT AND USED STAMPS ALSO BOUGHT 

Open Everyday from 9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 

and 4.30 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 

Except Wednesday Mornings 



Emmanuel Said 
MALT A STAMPS AND COINS 

32 Britanni.t Street, Valletta, Malta 
Tagliaferro Centre, Sliema, Malta 

Offices: 

Telephones: 
Cab!es: 
Telex: 

PUBLISHERS OF: 

43 Zachary Street 
P.O. Box 345 

Valletta, Malta 

622134/27472 
Trustworthy Malta 

Mi7 Saiter MW 

Sa:d MALTA STAMP AND COIN CATALOGUE 

The 1979 (392 pages) contains: 

• Illwtrations of alt stamps issued by Malta and the S.M.O.M. 

• Reproducti:ms of all cancellations from pre-adhesives. 

• Complete listing of "G.B. stamps used in Malta", New Sections 
on "Proofs and Colour Trials", "Postage Due Handstamps" and 
a revi:ed "Postmen Hanclstamps", "Pre Adhesives" and 
"Disinfected Mail". 

• Illuctrations and details of all contemporary Malta and 
S.M.O.M. Coins. 

" DetaLs of Malta Currency Notes. 

Pri~e (by Air) Europe and U.K. 
Americas 

Said S.M.O.M. STAMP ALBUM 

£4.00 
$8.oo 

50 pages containing the reproductions of ALL stamps and 
M:niature Sheets issued up to the 1978 Christmas Set. 

Prlce (by Air) 
Europe and U.K. 
Americas 

With Hawid Strip 
[2L15P 
$40.00 

[M13.85 

Without Strips 
[l7.25p 
$34·60 

£Mu.os 



DETAILED INFORMATION OF NEW ISSUES 

by 

JOSEPH FARRUGIA 

CHRISTMAS ISSUE 1978 

Date of Issue 
Values 
Stamp Size ............... .. 

Art Designer .............. . 
Printers .................... . 
Process ..................... . 
Perfo:ation ................ . 

Watermark ................ . 
Paper ....................... . 
Gum ........................ . 

Colours 

gth November 1978. 
1C + _t)m, SC -1- 1C, 7C + 1CS 
1C + sm, SG + lC, 7C + 1CS 

11C + 3C 
Chev. Emvin Cremona. 

and 11c + 3c. 
27mm X 33mm. 

= 61mm x 2smm. 

Printex Limited Malta. 
Lithogcaphy. 
1C + 5m, 5C + 1C, 7C + 1CS = 

llC + 3C 
Maltese Crosses point~ng sideways. 
Chalk Surfaced. 
P.V.A. 

13.9 X 13·7S 
13.6 X 13·45· 

The colour of this set was produced by p:inting in multicolour, using five 
different colours for the SC + IC stamp and six different colours for the other 
three values. 

Designs 

This is the fifteenth set of Chri,tmas stamps, and as in the case of the 
previous nine Christmas issues, each stamp includes a surcharge in addition to 
the postal value. The pro::eeds from this surcha:ge will be distributed amongst 
child welfare philantropic organisations and charitable institutions by a Gov­
ernment appointed committee. 

This year's set features Chrdmas street lights and decorations in Malta. 
Several streets are illuminated with fairy lights and colourful motifs during 
the Christmas period. The Government encourages the organisations through 
an annual competition based on the colour scheme, movement of lights, Christ­
mas motifs and the general aspect of the decorated streets. The IC + sm stamp 
represents peasants play[ng the tambourine and the bagpipe with a village 
church in the background. The se + IC stamp depicts a choir of Angels, and 
the 7c + ICS stamp shows boys and girls singing Christmas carols. The 11c + 3c 
stamp reproduces the other three stamps in a whole composition. 



Colour checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm in diameter are seen ni 
the right hand margin next to the last stamp of the bottom row, in all Panes 
of the se + re value, but next to the last stamps, of the two bottom rows, in all 
Panes of the re + sm, 7C + res and rrc + 3C values. In the values re + .t)m, 
SC + re and 7C + res, the CO~Our checks from top tO bottom correspond to 
the colours used for Pam~ numbers from right to left, in all three Panes of 
each value. In the rrc + 3c value, the colour checks from top to bottom 
correspond to the colours used for Pane numbers from left to right. There is 
only one Pane for this value. 

Cumulative totals of progressive columns of stamps are seen m top and 
bottom margins. Figures are 2.5mm high and pr~nted in black. 

The Printed Sheets of the I c + sm, se + IC and 7C + res values 
consisted of three Panes, "A", "B" and "C". Stamps of these values are of the 
vertical format. The Printed Sheet of the rrc + 3c value consisted of only one 
Pane, "A". Stamps of this va~ue are of the horizontal format. Each Pane of 
these four values has fifty stamps, made up of ten rows of five stamps. 

PlatejPane Numbers 

The:e are seen under the first stamp of the bottom row, m all Panes, of 
each value. 

re + sm = rA X 6, IB X 6, rC X 6. 
se + re rA X s, rB X s, rC X 5· 

jC + res rA X 6, rB X 6, rC X 6. 
rrc + 3C rA X 6. 



Perforation of Margins 

The top margins of Panes "A", "B" and "C", in the IC + 5m, 5c + IC and 
7c + 1 c5 values, are imp~rforate. The left hand, right hand and bottom 
margins, of Panes "A", "B" and "C'' of these same values are fully perforated. 
In the 11c + 3c value, which has on:y Pane "A", the top margin is imperforate, 
whil t the other three are fully perforated. No ~-egistration marks were seen 
when all Panes of all values were examined. 

PANE "A" 
WMK. .... PANE "B" 

WMK . .... PANE "C" 
WMK. .... PANE "A" 

WMK ..... 

From a study of all the details given, the Pr:nted Sheet, of the three lower 
values, before cutting into Panes, would look as "hown above, on left, whilst 
the Printed Sheet for the high value, would look a3 shown on right. Looking 
at the Printed Sheets as shown, stamps will be seen the r:ght way up. Hence 
why, when individual stamps are examined, th~ wat~rmark will be seen sideways. 

Imprint Blocks 

"PRINTEX LIMITED MALT A" is seen under the last stamp of the 
bottom row, in the lower three values. There is a 1mm horizontal line, between 
but no such line in the 5c + IC value. In the high value, the Imprint reads, 
the words "LIMITED" and "MALTA" in the 1c + 5m and 7c + 1c5 values, 
"PRINTEX :MALTA LIMITED", and is also seen under the lact stamp of the 
bottom row. Letters ar·e Imm high and printed in black in all values. An 
Imprint Block of four will also include the colour checks. A special handstamp 
was used for cance:lation on the first day of issue. It is inscribed with the 
words, "L-EWWEL JUM TAL-HRUG", and the name of the respective loca­
lity, together with the date "g Nov 1978". The postmark also incorporates a 
decorative star. Sales from this set, up to 4 p.m. on the first day of issue, 
amounted to [M36,132· 



FLE:viiSH TAPESTRIES THIRD ISSUE 

Date of Issue 
Values ............................................... . 
Stamp Size .... : .................................... . 
Art Designer ...................................... . 
Printers .............................................. . 
Process ............................................... . 
Perforation ......................................... . 
Watermark ......................................... . 
Paper ................................................. . 
Gum .................................................. . 

Colours 

24th January 1979. 
2C, 7c, llC and 25c. 
48mm x 39.5mm. 
Chev. Emvin Cremona. 
Printex Limited Malta. 
Lithography. 
14 x 14 (comb.). 
Maltese Cros'es pointing sideways. 
Chalk Surfaced. 
P.V.A. 

The colour of these stamps was produced by the multi-coloured process. 

Designs 
This is the third set of four stamps in the Flemish Tape~tries series. The 

first set was issued on the 30th March 1977 and the second set on the 26th 
January 1978. 

These pricele~s 17th Century Tapestries were specially commissioned by 
Grand Master Ramon Perellm, on his election in 1697, for the Cathedral of 
St. John in Valletta. 

The 1979 set reproduces four Tapestries woven from painti:ngs by Peter 
Paul Rubens (1577-164o). They formed part of the series of fifteen "Triumphs" 
commissioned by the Infanta Isabella, Archduchess of Austria, for the Poor 
Clares Convent of Madrid, and executed by Rubens in 1625-29. The Tapestries 
were woven by the firm of Josse de Vos. They are hung in St. John's eo­
Cathedral during the special liturgical functions which take place in June and 
are on exhibition at St. John's Museum, Valletta, during the rest of the year. 

The scenes repre:-:ented in this set are, "The Triumph of the Catholic 
Church" (2c), "The Triumph of Charity" (7c), "The Triumph of Faith" (uc), 
"The Triumph of Truth" (25c). 

'Colour Checks in the form of coloured discs 3mm in diameter are seen in 
the right hand margin, next to the last stamp of the bottom row. The colours 
from top to bottom correspond to the colours u::ed for Pane numbers from 
right to left on all Panes of all values. 

Cumulative totals of progre,sive columns of stamp" are seen in top and 
bottom margins of Panes. Figures are 2.5mm high and printed in black. The 
Printed Sheets of all four values consi~ted of two Panes, "A" and "B". Each 
Pane has 40 stamps made up of e:ght rows of five stamps. All stamps are of the 
horizontal format. 



PlatejPane Numbers 

These are seen under the first stamp of the bottom row. 
2C IA X 6, IB X 6. 
7C IA X 6, IB X 6. 

llC IA X 6, IB X 6. 
25C IA X 6, IB X 6. 

Perforation of Margins 

The top margins of Panes "A" and "B" of all values a:e imperforate. The 
left hand, right hand and bottom margins, of Panes "A" and "B", of all values 
are fully perforated. 

The Printed Sheets of all values had four registration crosses, one in each 
corner, of the Printed Sheet. When the Printed Sheets were cut into Panes, 
these crosses could ~till be seen, at the top and bottom of the left hand margins 
on Panes "A", and at the top and bottom of the right hand margin on Pane3 "B". 
It looks as if they were also wed as guides for cutting the Printed Sheets, because 
half of the horizontal part of the bar is ra:ely seen. A Plate Block from Pane ' A" 
and an Imprint Block from Pane "B" will show the two bottom crosses or part 
of them. 

PANE "A" 
WMK. .... 

Imprint Blocks 

PANE "B" 
WMK. .... 

From a ~tudy of all the details given, 
the Printed Sheet of each value, be­
fore cutting, would look as shown on 
left. 

In this way, stamps would be seen 
the right way up, hence why the 
watermark is sideways. 

"PRINTEX LIMITED MALT A" is seen under the last stamp of the 
bottom row. Letters are Imm high and printed in black. An Imprint Block of 
four, of any value, wiU include the colour checks, and a registration cross if it 
is from Pane "B". 

A special handstamp was used for cancellat:Qn on the first day of i_sue. 
£M62,364 worth of stamps were sold on the first day. This set will remain on 
sale up to Friday, 22nd June 1979, unless stocks are previously exhausted. 



STAMPING AROUND 

with NICK 

HJMR Co. Inc., P.O. Box 610308 North Miami, Fla. 33161, U.S.A., have 
available a special edition of the firm's Newslist, featuring 28 pages of priced 
offers of worldwide philatelic literature, whkh include Billig's Philatelic Hand­
books, Robson Lowe's wide range, hundreds of catalogues, handbooks, and 
monographs by philatelic publirhers in the U.S. and abroad. Copies are avail­
able from HJMR at above address for 25c (U.S.). 

KYLLING & SON, Sankt Kunds Vej 10, DK-3ooo Helsingor, Denmark, 
have available a Philatelic Dictionary of Foreign Words, i:n seven languages, to 
and from Danish, English, French, German, Itallan, Spanish and Portuguese, 
with almost 40,000 entries, an appendix of 6oo of former and present stamp 
issuing countries, number tables and several hundreds of names of colours 
in six languages. It i·s priced at 75,000 d.kr. (£7 or U.S. $13.oo); details available 
from above address. 

If you are a topical collector, then membership in the 10,ooo-strong Ame­
rican Topi'cal Association is highly recommended for the best source of infor­
mation, fellowship and inspiration ~n your field oE philatelic activity. Several 
publications, in the form of handbooks, and including "Topical Time", a bi• 
monthly fund of articles, check-lists and notes, are available. 

One recent venture of A.T.A. is a series entitled "Topical Digest", indeed 
a digest of the cream of topical articles that have appeared scattered in various 
philatelic periodicals over the years. Received on my desk recently is "Topical 
Digest No. 8", incorporating sixteen d~fferent art;cles dealing with a wide 
range of topi·cs. Priced at a modest $5.00, it can be obtained by writing to 
A.T.A., 3308 North 5oth Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53216, U.S.A. 

And if you collect the Holy Family on Stamps, then I suggest A.T.A.'s 
handbook No. 92 - "The Holy Family", - which gives a complete checklist 
of the World's Stamps (1867-1977) depicting members of the Holy Family. 
Its cost, $R.oo, is more than justified con~idering the amount of research that 
has gone into its compilation. A list of A.T.A. publications as well as a 
publicity flyer are available for a stamped s.a.e. from yours very truly. 

This past year, Canada's stamps have attracted unprecedented demand 
following CAPEX 78, resulting in a spiralling increase in most prices. Witness 
to this is the "1979 Canada Speci'alized Postage Stamp Catalogue" published 
by Philatelit Supply Company, of Dept. 222, 127 Cartwright Ave., Toronto, 



Ontario, Canada, M6A 1V4. The sixth edition under review covers most aspects 
of Canadian philately, and the publishers should be proud as their "Specialized" 
is now well accepted as a standard reference for BNA philately. 

The major portion of Sir Henry Tucker's collection of the stamps of 
Bermuda was sold at Harmers Bond Street Auction rooms for a total of {400,357 
on October 17th - a record for a one-country sale, and the hLghest figure ever 
achieved by Harmers of London. Compet: tion for the 581 lots was fierce, with 
four-figure realisations a norm, four lots fetched over {2o,ooo each, and record 
prices for postal history. B.B.C. Television cameras recorded the sale of four 
lots in the Postmasters' Provisional Stamps of 1848-1863, which fetched a total 
of {115,000, the top price of {36,ooo being patd for an envelope bearing the 
second "PAID AT HAMILTON, BERMUDA" crowned circle stamp, while 
a copy of the first "Perot" stamp in red dated 1853 went to a continental 
buyer for {32,000. This stamp once formed a pair with a copy in the Queen's 
collection. The second portion will be auctioned by Harmers of New York on 
April 24th, 1979. 

And talking of Television and philately, Britain after all has its first 
ever "Stamps Only" TV show. Pressure for such a programme has only been 
on for about a couple of years. Our member Ted Collins, on his return to U.K. 
wrote a couple of letters to a few philatelic periodicals, and mention was made 
of Malta's TV documentaries on the Postal Historv of Malta, with member 
Graham Smeed illustratilng a "Letter to the Editor" with a shot he took while 
i'h Malta last year during the transmission of the final documentary. The 
British TV show is scheduled to appear on BBC 2 on Saturday mornings 
starting on January 1979. The series is composed of ten programmes under 
the title "In the Post". 

The "Missing Virgin" turned up at Harmers Bond Street Auction recently. 
Issued i'n the British Virgin Islands between 1867 and 187o, the I/- stamp 
should have a central figure of St. Ursula printed in black, but a few copies 
show only the surrounding rose-carmine printing-. An example, listed as the 
last lot in an auction of world rariti'es marking Harmers sixty years as stamp 
auctioneers, was estimated to realise {25,000. It fetched [19,500. 

Starting with 1979, collectors of the issues of the U.N.P.A. will have to add 
U.N. stamps expressed in Austrian schillings. The first stamps so denominated 
are expected in August this year, when the "Vienna International Centre for 
the United Nations" will be inauguarated. A postal agreement, similar to those 
concluded with the United States and the Swiss Postal Authorities, has already 
been signed between the U.N. and the Austrian Authorities. The stamps would 



be available at the V~enna International Centre for the Centre's mailing and 
sold to co:lectors as well. The threesome comb:nation of U.N. issues are unique 
in the world of stamps, reflecting the ~nternational character of the Organization. 

From the International Philatelic Press Club, comes the news that the Malta 
Post Office has been selected as the recipient of the I.P.P.C. Award for 1978. 
The Award, the highe:t t:ibute that a Postal Administration can receive from 
those di:ectly connected w:th philat=lic j~.u:nalism, is offered annually to that 
Postal Authority considered to provide philatelic journalists and publicists 
with outstanding and deta]ed information about new stamp ~ssues. 

matu h1lton IV 
YOUR RESORT HIL TON IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

Make Malta your resort venue when you next need 
a break and come and enjoy it with friends at the 
Malta Hilton. 

Over 200 luxuriously decorated and fully airconditioned 
twin rooms, the Malta Hilton is sited at the water's 
edge and offers every amenity for those seeking to 
relax by the sea and the Mediterranean sun. For 
bookings and information contact your travel agent, 
Hilton reservation service or Malta Hilton on 
telephone 36201, Telex MW 260. 
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MALTA - A DIARY 
September-December 1978 

compiled by 
JOSEPH FARRUGIA 

4-9-78 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed: "NEXT STAMP ISSUE 
- 1978 AIRMAIL SET - 3 OC­
TOBER 1978" was used, on and 
off, during the period 4th Septem­
ber to 2nd October, 1978, at the 
Central Mail Room, Val!etta. 

8-g-78 The Malta Post Office participated 
in the official class of the Interna­
tional Stamp Exhibition "PTaga 
78" that. was held .in Prague from 
8-17 September 1978. The theme of 
the exhibition was, "Stamps and 
Philately - A World of Know­
ledge and Peace". The exhibition 
wa~ organised under the patron­
age of the F.I.P. 

11-g-78 As a matter of interest, a special 
handstamp in the British Forces 
Postal Service Series, was used to­
day on B.F.P.S. No. 1934. This 
concerned an event which hap­
pened in Malta, i.e. commemorat­
ing the "35 Anniversary of the 
Arrival of Surrendered Italian 
Fleet at Malta". Special cover en­
velopes were is~ued. 

14·9-78 The Malta Post Office participated 
in the 39th annual philatelic exhi-
bition "ROYPOX 78" 
which was held in Queen's Park, 
New Westminster, Canada on Oc­
tober 14 and 15. 

18-g-78 The Postmaster General notifies 
that the hand metal date-stamp at 
present in use at the Sub-Post 
Office, St. Julians, will be With­
drawn at the close of business on 
Monday, 18th September 1978. A 
new rubber hand date-stamp in­
scribed: "St. Julians S.P.O. -
Malta" w;ill be used as from Tues­
day, rgth September, 1978. 

22- g-78 The wc stamp of the present De­
cimal Definitive Postage Set, has 
been reprinted by Printex 
Limited Malta. This is the first 
reprint or second printing of this 
value. J,ust as in the original 
printing, Panes "A", "B", "C" 
and "D" were issued for sale. 
This stamp was avai!able for sale 
from the Philatelic Bureau. 

25- g-78 The Sliema Branch Post Office 
which was temporarily homed in 
the Government School, Isouard 
Street, corner with Depiro Street, 
Sliema, was transferred back to 
the Prince of Wales Road p~-e­

mises with effect from Monday, 
25th September 1978. 

30- g-78 Another special handstamp in the 
British Forces Postal Servrce Se­
ries, used (oday on B.F.P.S. No. 
1625, ak;o concerns an event in 
Mal<ta. A special cover envelope 
is commemorating the "Closure 
of R.A.F. Luqa". 

3-10-78 "1978 Air Mai-l Set" issued today. 
This set replaces the Air Malta 
Inauguration Issue of the 30th 
March 1974, which was with­
drawn at the close of business 
yesterday, the 2nd October 1978. 
A special handstamp was used for 
cancellation on the first day of 
issue. 
A special 
med at the 
G.P.O. and 

hand-postmark was 
Counter Hall of the 
at the Central Mail 

Room, Valletta, on the gth Octo­
ber, 1978, to mark Un·iversal 
Postal Union Day. The hand­
postmark incorporates the em­
blem of the Universal Postal 
Union and is inscribed: "UNI-



VERSAL POSTAL UNION DAY 
- 9.10.1978 - VALLETTA -
MALTA". 

13·10-78 The 4c s~amp of the present De­
cimal Definitive Postage Set, has 
been reprinted by Printex Limited 
Malta. This 1is the first reprint or 
second printing of this value. 
Panes "A", "B", "C" and "D" 
were issued for sale £;om the Phi­
latelic Bureau. 

16-w-78 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed: "NEXT STAMP ISSUE 
- CHRISTMAS '78 SET - 9 
NOVEMBER 1978", was used, on 
and off, during the period 16th 
October to 8th November, 1978, 
at the Central Mail Room, Val­
letta. 

1-11-78 The Malta Postal Administraltion 
participated in the official class 
of the Second International Post­
age Stamp Fair held in Essen, 
'Vest Germany from November 
1-5. The fair, o:·ganised by the 
German Fair and Exhibition Com­
pany, was promoted by the Asso­
ciation of German Philatelists, the 
Association of German Postage 
Stamp Dealers and the Interna­
tional Federation of Stamp Deal­
ers Association . 

7-11-78 The Postmaster General notified 
that a Sub-Post Office shall be 
opened at San Gwann Stores, 
(S.G.S.), Misrali Lewza, San 
Gwann, on Tuesday, 7th Novem­
ber 1978. A hand metal date­
stamp, inscribed with the words, 
"SAN GWANN S.P.O. 
MALTA" will be used at this Sub­
Post Office. 

9-11-78 "Christmas Set 1978" issued to­
day. This set will remain on sale 
up to Friday, 19th January 1979, 
unless stodks are previous! y ex­
hausted. A special handstamp was 
used for cancdlation on the first 
day of issue. 

24-11-78 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed: "GMINU T-TFAL FIL­
BZONN UZAW IL-BOLLI 
T AL-MILIED"( meaning "Help 
Children In Need - Use Ch,rist­
mas Stamps", was used on and 
off, during the period 24th No­
vember 1978 to 19th January 
1979, at the Central Mail Room. 

28-11-78 In today's Government Gazette, 
with reference to the notice 
which appeared in the Govern­
ment Gazette of the 26th May 
1978, the Postmaster General no­
tifies that 321 designs have been 
entered in the competition for 
the selection of the designs for 
the postage stamps to commemo­
rate the International Year of the 
Child (1979). Details of the six­
teen designs considered to be 
more ~uitable for reproduction on 
the p.roposed set of stamps than 
the other 305 are given. The three 
designs placed first, second and 
third have been selected for re­
production on the proposed set 
of stamps, which is to consist of 
three denominations and not two 
as previomly notified. The com­
pe~itors who submitted these de­
signs will each be awarded a 
prize by way of a book token to 
the value of [M25. 

28-11-78 The 2C stamp of the present Deci­
mal Definitive Postage Set has 
been reprinted by Printex Limited 
Malta. This stamp was available 
for sale from the Philatelic 
Bureau. 

22-12-78 An interesting notice appeared in 
today's Government Gazette. The 
Postmaster General notified that 
the Postal Administration of Bang­
ladesh has informed the U.P.U. 
that certain stamp dealers are 
offering for sale various overprints 
of Bangladesh pastage stamps and 
miniature sheets devoted to the 



Silver Jubilee and 25th Anniver­
sary of the coronation of Her 
Majesty the Queen .. The Admi­
nistration of Bangladesh has 
stated that it has issued none of 
these overprints. They are there­
fore i!legal and w.ithout value. 

31-12-78 I would like to close thi.s year's 
diary by congratulating the 
Malta Post Office for the "Inter­
national Philatelic Press Club 
1978 Award", won by the Malta 
Post Office. The award, given 

SMALL ADS 

Small Ads are charged at 2c per word, 

including name and address. Members of 

the Philatelic Society qualify for one free 

advert in any one year of not more than 

30 words. All copies must be received two 

months prior to publication date. 

WANTED in exchange or to buy, Malta 

covers, postcards, stationery with clear hand 

or machine cancellations. 

Peter C. Hansen, 

Suderstr. 66b, D-2391 Harrisles, 

West Germany. 

annually by the International Phi­
latel:ic Press Club, goes to that 
Government considered to provide 
journalists with outstanding infor­
mation about its new postage 
stamps and mail services. Mr. Vic­
tor Gauci, Malta's Ambassador to 
the United Nations in New York, 
received the award on behalf of 
Mr. G.W. Borg, Postmaster Gene­
ral, from Mr. Ernest A. Kehr, 
Executive Chairman of the Inter­
national Philatelic Press Club. 

Advanced co1Jector seeks exchange part­

ners on wants list basis, for used stamps 

from Malta Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, 

Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, Australia etc. Also 

offered Africa and Asia. 

Hans Palstra, Distelsr. 9· 

3222 XB Hellevoetsluis, Holland. 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE: I'm alwyas 

interested in any type of philatelic literature 

including old periodicals, especially if it 

refer.s to Malta. Nick A. Cutajar, 7 Wied 

il-Ghajn Road, Zejtun, Malta. 



DATE OF ISSUE 

31st MARCH 1979 

END OF MILITARY FACILITIES 
AGREEMENT SET 

This set consists of six stamps featuring the three designs shown 
above. The stamps may be obtained from leading stamp dealers. 

Designed by Chev. EMVIN CREMONA 

PHILATELIC BUREAU. GENERAL POST OFFICE. 
AUBERGE DTfALIE, MERCHANTS STREET 

VALLETTA- MAL TA 

Salestan Press (St. Patrick's) Sliema 
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