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1- 7-77 A :emporary Branch Post Office wa.s opened on Fr.day, July 1', at the XXI 
International Trade Fair, Naxxar. Hours of business for the sale of stamps, 
postal stationery, registration of letters, :ssue and payment of Postal ~nd 
Money Orders, and posting of parc:ls was from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. startmg 
from Friday 1s:l July to Friday 15th Jalv. Postal articles were postmarked 
by a special date-stamp inscribed with the words: "XXI Malta International 
Fair, Naxxar, Malta". (Fig. 1) 

5- 7-77 "Europa 1977" set issued today. These stamps remained on sale up to 
Wednesday, 3oth November, 1977, unless s :ocks were previously exhausted. 
A special handstamp was used for cancellation on the first day of issue. 
(Fig. 2) 

14- 7-77 On the occasion of the first Air Malta Flight, MaltajCairo on Thursday, 
14th July, the Malta Pos) Office used a special hand postmark indicating 
the date of the first fEght and place of destination. The postmark was used 
at the Phila die Bureau. (Fig. 3) 

16- 7-77 The Field Post Office, 171, at St. Francis Barracks, Floriana, closed today. 
Handstamps F.P.O. 171 and Parcel Post 112 were still in very good condi
tion. This leaves only two more F.P.O.s on the Island, one at St. Andrews 
and the other at Luqa. 

25- 7-77 A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: "Xth Middle Sea Race - 1 
Oct. 1977" was used on and off during the period 25th July to 30~Jl Sep
tember, 1977, at the Central Mail Room. 

2- 8-77 By means of Notice No. 466 in the Govt. Gazette of 2-8-77 the Postmaster 
General notified for general information that a set of three postage stamps, 
fea~uring three different des'gns, and a m:niature sheet, will be issued in 
1'978 on the occasion of the F.I.F.A. World Cup - 1978. 

13- 8-77 The Malta Post Office participated in the Official Class, in the Philatelic 
Exhibition "Homeland - Environment ·-- Nature", organised by the Gra
fenau Stamp Club, of West Germanv. The exhibition was held in the woods 
of the National Park in Bayer on August 13 and 14. 

27- 8-77 The Malta Post Office participated in the XXIX Fiera Internazionale del 
Francobollo held at the Palazzo del Turismo, Riccione, Italy, between 
August 27 and 29. The fair was organised by th~ Rimini Philatelic Circle 
and the Tourism Committee of Riccione. 

28- 8-77 The Mafta Post Office partic:pated at the "San Marino 77" Internat'onal 
Philatelic Exhibition which was held at the Congress Palace of the Republic 
of San Marino from the 28th August to 4th September 1977, on the occasion 
of the centenary of the first San Marino Stamp. 
For the occasion, the Malta Post Office prin!ed a number of commemorative 
covers which were available for sale at 5 cents each from the G.P.O. from 
Monday, 22nd August 1977. Dur;ng the period of the exhibition a special 
commemorative date-s mnp inscribed with the words: "Centenary of the 
First - San Marino Stamp -- San Marino '77 - Malta" was used at the 
Counter Hall of the G.P.O. A limited number of commemorative covers, 
each bearing one Malta stamp and one San Marino stamp, cancelled with 
the appropriate postmark of the respective Postal Administration, were 
also available for sale at 25 cents each. Orders for such covers were made 
• 



at ;he Philatelic Bureau, G.P.O. Valletta, up to noon of the 22nd August 

(Fig. 4) . . . 
5- 9-77 The Postmaster General notified that a maclune stamp cancelling slogan 

worded: "Irban l[lVI5o,ooo - Ixtri Biljett Issa", was going to be used on 
and off, at the Central Mail Room. as from 1\fonday, 5th September, 1977. 

19- 9-77 A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: "Ne:x:t Stamp Issue - Malrese 
Worker Set- 12 October 1977" was used at the Central Mail Room, as from 
19th September 1977. . 

1-10-77 On the occasion of the opening of the New Runway at Luera Auport, on 
1st October, 1977, a special hand-postmark was used at the Central Mail 
Room, Castille Place, Valletta and a:t the Branch Post Office at Luqa Air 
Port. The special hand-postmark was inscribed with the date "1-10-77", the 
words "Ftun ta' Mir;ar Gdid", "Malta" and the name of the respective 
locality . .An outline of the New Runway was also incorporated thereon. 
(Fig. 5) 

u-10-77 Maltese worker set issued oday. These stamps will remain on sale up to 
Tuesday, 28th February, 1978 unless stocks are prev:ously exhausted. A 
special handstamp was used for cancellation on \he first day of sale. (Fig. 6) 

14-10-77 The Malta Post Office again panicipated in the Annual Washington Inter
national Lions Stamp Show - Wilshow IV - held in Washington U.S.A. 
from the 14th to 16th October 1977. For the occasion a number of com
memorative covers were prepared and sold at 5 cents each from the G.P.O. 
as from the 3rd. October 1977. 
A Emited number of special covers each bearing one U.S. stamp and one 
Malta stamp, each cancelled with an appropriate postmark of the respective 
Pos'lal Administration w~re also available at 25 cents each. Orders for such 
covers were received at the Philatelic Bureau, up to noon of Friday, 30th 
September 1977· 
A special hand postmark was used at the Counter Hall of the G.P.O. during 
the period from 14th to 16\h October 1977. The postmark was inscribed 
with the words: "International Lions Stamp Show - Washington D.C. 
Wilshow IV - Malta Post Office". An identical postmark was used at the 
Malta Post Office Stand at W:Ishow IV. (Fig. 7) 

21-10-77 The Govt. Gazette of the 21st October, 1'977 the Minister of Development, 
Energy, Port and Telecommunications, approved the opening of Sub-Post 
Offices at San Gwann and at Melliena. Applications for the two posts of 
Sub-Postmasters at these localities were to be received by the Postmaster 
General up to 5 p.m. on Friday, 11th November, 1977. 

26-10-77 A special hand-postmark was used at the Central Mail Room Castille Place 
Valletta, on Wednesday, 26th October, 1977 on the occasion ~f the .Fisher:e~ 
Colloquy of the Council of Europe which was held in Malta from the 26th 
to the 28th October, 1977. The special hand-postmark was inscribed: "Council 
Of Europe - Fisheries Colloquy 26-28.X.77 - Valletta - Malta". The crest 
of the Council of Europe is also incorporated thereon. (Fig. 8) 

28-10-77 With reference to the Stamp Design Competition, F.I.F.A. World Cup 1978 
set, the Postmaster General notified that the two sets of designs submit,ed 
by Mr. Anthony De Giovanni under the noms-de-plume VINS and 
ANAST ASIA had been placed first and third, respectively, and the set sub
mitted by Mr. Harry Alden under the nom-de-plume SERUSIER had been 
placed second. The set placed first will be reproduced on the postage s:amp 



CAIRO 

set to be issued in 1978 on the occasion of the F.I.F.A. World Cup. 
Twenty four sets entered the compe.ition and these were exhibited at the 
G.P.O. on the 1st, :md, and 3rd November, 1977. 

28-10-77 The Postmaster General notified that the Qormi Sub-Post Office at 57, St. 
Sebastian Street, Qormi was closing down with effect from the 1st November, 
1977· 

29·10·77 A machine stamp cancelling slogan reading "Jum ta' Tfaddil Nazzjonali -
It-Tfaddil Ignin Lilek - U Lil Art Twelidek - 31 Ta' Ottubru 1977" 
was used at the Central Mail Room, on the 2gth and 31st October, 1977. 

2-u-77 A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: "Next Stamp Issue - Christmas 
'77 Set - 16 November 1'977" was used at '!he Central Mail Room as from 
Wednesday, 2nd November, 1977. 

16-11-77 "Xmas. 1977" set issued today. These stamps will remain on sale up to 
Wednesday, 25th ~January, 1978 unless stocks are previously exhausted. A 
special handstamp was used for cancellat:on on the first day of issue. (Fig. g) 

18-u-77 The Postmaster Gen~ral notified that the new hand date-stamps were put in 
use, as from today, at the Sliema Branch Post Office and at the Parcel 
Post Office, Valle Ita. s:x new hand date-stamps were used at Sliema and 
two at the Parcel Post Office, Valletta. The cancellation stamps at Sliema 
are inscribed with the name of the locality and the word "Malta", whilst 
those at the Parcel Post Office are inscribed with the words, "Parcel Post 
Service - Malta". Old cancelling stamps were withdrawn from use at the 
close of business on 17-11-77. 

1g-n~77 The Malta Post Office participated in the "Portugal '77" International Phila
telic Exhibition which was held in the Sports Pavilion of the Cristal Palace, 
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Oporto, Portugal from the 19th to 28th November, 1977. . . 
A machine stamp cancel!ing slogan worded: "Gimgha NazzJonah .- Tal
Ktieb - 21-27 Ta' Novembru 1977" was used at the Cen:lral Mall Room 
on Monday, 21st November, 1977. 
The Postmaster General notified that new hand date-stamps, were put in 
use, as from today, at the Branch Post Office of :lejtun, zurrieq, Rabat, 
(one new hand date-stamp in each), 'ffamrun (three new hand date stamps). 
and Luqa Airport (two new hand d1te-stamps). The cancellation stamps of 
these Branch Post Offices are insr:·'bed with the name of the respective 
locality and the word "Malta". Old cancellation stamps were withdrawn 
from use at the clo>e of business on 24-11-77. 
A machine stamp canceU:ng slogan worded: "VII Malta Philatelic -
Exhibition - 12-17 December 1'977" was used on and off, a~ the Central 
Mail Room, as from the 28th November, 1977. 
The Postmaster General notified that new hand date-stamps, were put in 
use, as from today, at Jhe Valletta Branch Post Office, at Old Bakery Street 
(two new date-stamp>). the Central Mail Room, Valletta, (four new date
stamps), the General Post Office CounJer, Valletta, (six new date-stamps) 
and the PhilateEc Bureau, Valetta, (two new date-stamps). These new 
cancellat:on stamps at Valle .ta are !nscribed as follows: 
"Valletta B.P.O. -- Malta". (at Old Bakerv Street Branch Post Office). 
"Valletta- Malta", (a, Central Mail Room and G.P.O. Counter). 
"Valletta - Malta" and the letter "A" or "B", (at the Philatelic Bureau, 
G.P.O.). 
Old cancellation stamps 1rere withdrawn from use at the close of business 
on 30-11-77. 
A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded: "Ghinu T-Tfal Fil-Bionn -
Uiaw Il-Bolli Tal-M.~1ied" was used at the Central Mail Room, as from 
Monday, 5th December, 1977. 
A temporary Branch Post Office opened at the Auberge d'Italie, Valletta, 
on the occasion of the holding of the VII Malta Philatelic Exhibi:lion 1977, 
which was held at the same place. This B.P.O. was open from the 12th to 
the 17th December, 1977. The hours of business of this temporary B.P.O. 
were: 
Monday 12 /h December, 1.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. 
Tuesday 13th to Saturday 17th December, 8.oo a.m. to 6.30 p.m. . 
The following postal business was transacted: the sale of Postage stamps and 
Postal stationery, reg;s l:ation of letters, issue and payment of Money and 
Postal Orders, as well as· the sale of Commemorative Medals. 
Special covers at .~ cents each, to mark the occasion of this VII Malta 
Philatelic Exhibition, were sold from (he Philatelic Bureau, the Philatelic 
Window at the G.P.O. and from the temporary B.P.O. 
Letters posted at the VII Malta Philatelic Exhibition 1'977 :Jemporary B.P.O. 
were postmarked with a special date-stamp inscribed with the following 
words: "Is-VI! Wir\ia Fila~elika ta' Malta, Valetta - Malta". (Fig. 10) 
A new hand date-stamp was used on all postal articles posted at Giira 
Br~nch Post Office as from Monday, 26th December, 1977. The words in
scr;bed on the hand date-stamp are "Gzira -- Malta" sim:Iar to the old 
one which was wi !hdrawn at the close of business on the 24th December, 1977. 



28c12-77 A machine stamp cancelling slogan worded "Day of Peace - First January" 
was used at the Central Mail Room, on the 28th, 2gth and 3oth December, 
1977· 

Book Review 
"SAID MALTA CATALOGUE 1978" gth Edition; Printex Ltd, for E. Said 
Publishers-Malta, 1977, pp.330, £4 

The ninth edition of the "Said Malta Catalogue 1978'" once more reflects 
the volatile and unstable market in early and classic material of Malta; a market 
so uncontrolable that most catalogue publishers continue to make vain efforts to 
produce a valuation capable to hold true for at least six months. This situation 
is creating havoc; - as soon as a catalogue is published, some prices are already 
out-dated. Unfortunately this is what happened to the ninth edition of the 
"Said" catalogue. 

In fact, barely one month after the pub~ication of the edition under review, 
the same publishers produced a colourful new price list revising upwardly, of 
course, a few single items; the most spectacular price increases being: 33!% re
served for that classic Multiple Crown c A wj- black of 1919, and so% for that 
much abused "International Women's Year" set of 1974, the black sheep of the 
Republican issues. 

The publishers shouldn't be held responsible for offering to collectors an 
out-dated, (in part only), catalogue by the time it reached them through the post. 
Printing-time schedules have to be honoured and respected by both parties and 
if anyone is to blame, then it's people who are ready to demand at whatever 
costs. 

The "Said Malta Catalogue" is not just a stamp catalogue. It has now been 
established as a unique reference of almost all aspects of Maltese philately, in
cluding a wide spectrum of postal hiEtory. Sections are also reserved for listing 
and pricing the S.M.O.M. Issues, as well as numismatics of both Malta and the 
S.M.O.M. 

Postal History now occupies almost a fifth of the catalogue providing a guide 
to the value of pre-adhesive cancels, the Lazzaretto markings and the village 
postmarks, all of which show increases over last year, in accordance with current 
market realizations. Other aspects of this ~ection include modern, special and 
machine cancels and postmarks, World War I Censorship and a brief note on 
the postman's personal handstamps, every section being profusely illustrated. 

NICK A. CUTAJAR 

When replying to ad:?ertisements please mention the P.S.M. Magazine. 


