
franked with a special hand postmark which indicated the date o: the 
first flight and the place of destination. 

The number of these covers was as follows:-

1st AprH, 1974 

1st April, 1974 

3rd April, 1974 

3rd April, 1974 

5th April, 1974 

6th April, 1974 

7th April, 1974 

"ET 
DONAi 
FERENTES"' 

1037 

998 

986 

986 

993 

1028 

968 

Malta/London 

Malta/Rome 

Malta/Tripoli 

Malta/Birmingham 

Mal!ta/Frankfurt 

Malta/Parris 

Malta/Manchester 

by 

Prof. Duane Koenig 

University of Miami 

Let me assume that at birthday, anniversary or holiday season you 
want to bestow a present on a collector. Do not, I pray, send him stamps. 
Allow me to explain. The Prince Regent once asked Beau Brummell's 
opinion of a horse someone had given him. Brummell, instead of judging 
the beast in the usual way, went behind and spent time examining its tail. 
When Wales inquired at what he was playing, the dandy said: "Sir, you 
should never :ook a gift horse in the mouth." If you want fulsome thanks 
for a philatelic donation rather than a smile like a fox eating yellow 
jackets, go slow. 

Unless you have an exact knowledge of your friend's stamp holdings, 
packets, plate blocks or first day covers - things that appeal to your eye 
- in place of filling his albums with sought-after specimens more often 
than not will add to his supp:y of duplicates. What you can provide for 
his pastime with little fear of redundancy are supplies and literature. 
Figurezvous: can a collector ever have enough stock books to shelter his 
surplus adhesives? Several years ago a trader on Old Bakery Street in 
Valletta featured the Stanley Gibbons accessory line; there I saw several 
handsome stock albums which I wish I could have found room in my 
luggage to ferry home. A subscription shou:d be welcome to a general or 
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specialty journal 'he does not ~~~_;,, ~;;day, by ~oincidence, I re~~ived at 
the hands of a former student paid up rnemoership in a sodety devote.d 
to German colonies and an issue of its newslette1· Vorlaeufer. It made my 
afternoon! Just so, early copies of next year's Sassone, Minkus, Gibbons, 
Scott or Zumstein catalogues will spare him having to order them. 

For a couple of MaUese pounds you can buy a small press to take 
crease out of stamps or to prevent them from curling while, they are 
drying. Costing slightly less is an ingenious help called a stamplift. It 
allows quick and easy removal of old hinges and restores hopelessly stuck 
mint stamps without destroying original gum. Various types of magnifiers 
or combination magnifying glass and flashlight can be se~ected, or a 
mineralight philatelic lamp at £ 18 for detecting luminescent inks, papers 
and phosphorescent tags. Providing you know yom friend preserv: s sheets 
or covers, a mint sheet album or a blank cover album will make fin 1 
presents. Too you never will go wrong with a dozen or more app1oval 
cards; these are splendid to arrange stamps be:Dore mounting or ,to sort 
dup- icates. 

Should your recipient be a general collector, consider a h2storical 
atlas that shows maps of earlier periods and of dead countries. Only the 
most primitive student of stamps is not interested in learning where 
Eastsrn Roumelia, North Ingermanland, Manchulmo or New Granada were 
located. Beyond periodicals the literature of the hobby js so broad that 
reference or monographic books are generai:y grateful. I see on my shelf, 
for example, Lowell T'. Ragatz, The Fou:rnier Album of PhilatElic Forgeries 
(Worthington, Ohio, 1970) about the old Swiss facsimilist. Anyone who 
pursues stamps s:hould like that The Kenneth W. Anthony Beginner's 
Guide to Stamp Coilectiug (London, 1973 paperback) has odd data I had 
misssd in the half century s:nce I gave up collecting cigar bands for stamps. 

Now to abridge slightly my opening; I resemble the diplomat in the 
o 'd sa,N: when a diplomat says yes he means maybe, when he says maybe 
he means no, but if he says no he is no diplomat. When the receiver is a 
beginner, then indeed a packet of 300 Spanish colonies or 1,000 Scandinavia 
may be offered. At the other end of the scale an advanced collector can 
use an extra copy (in top condition) of rarities. In a Robert A. Siegel New 
York auction some months ago I notice that Maltese mints went at these 
prices: Scott No. 2 at £40, No. 60 at £208, No. 73 at £42. No doubt the 
same price levels obtain in Europe; such stamps would enrich anybody's 
albums. Your copy, if he has the item, may be better than his or have a 
postmark of peculiar interest. 

For a middling collector the so'.e stamps I recommended are those 
picked up on trips abroad or secured from overseas correspondents. The 
USA sells for ~bout a punod' an unused set of tlie year's commemoratives 
along with a cardboard a:bum for the same. There are also highly coloured 
and illustrated paperbacks: treating our stamps, available at any ~ieable 

56 



American postoffice g1vmg their current value used and mint, and the 
stories attached! to them. One can purchase from postal clerks in the 
territory of Belize (Br1tish onduras) · the butterfly definitives through the 
$5 and $10 values. I fancy these on a registered letter or airmail package 
- per picture - could not fail to make some stamp field, as they were 
called in the 1890's, content. 

By consid!ering the above points before rushing at the closest trader 
to hunt a gift for your stamp colecting acquaintances when one is needed, 
you can avoid a dusty response like that the nineneenth century English 
writer Charles Lamb gave when he was questioned how he liked babies. 
"Boiled," was his reply, 

VOTE A STAMP 

ANNUAL SELECTION OF THE BEST MALTA ST'AMP COMPETITION 

As part of the celebrationS) to mark its tenth Anniversary, the Philac 
tsli~ S~dety of Malta llas launched a worM-wide annual competition to 
seleet the most beautiful single Malta stamp. The competition is being 
inaugurated this year with the selection of the be'lt desig'3ed, stamp issued 
during the calendar year, 1975. 

Stamp collectors all over the world have been invited to vote for one 
stamp which they feel is the most beautifully designed stamp issued last 
year by the Malta Post Office. Participants were as_ked to write a letter 
to the Hon. Secretary giving their name and address, and details of the 
stamp they wish to vote for, as well as the reasons for their choice. Voting 
took p~ace between 1st April and 31st May. At the time of going to press, 
votes are still coming in from collectors in Malta ana abroad. 

We would like to take th1s opportunity to thank Mr. G.W . .J3org, 
Postmaster General, and the staff of the Philatelic Bureau of the Malta Post 
Office, as well as Mr. G. Said, of "E. Said Stamp Dealers", for thefr valuable 
assistane in mailing between th'em, for the Society thousands of leaflets 
publicising the competition, to all parts of the world. Without their support, 
the venture would not have reacih so many collectors spread around the 
world. The local press and broadcasting media were instrumental in 
promoting the initiative l'ocally. 

Meanwhile, a sub-committee will be appointed by the Society to 
register all votes: on speciaEy prepared cards. Results' of the voting will 
be announced during the monthly meeting to D'e heLd on June 7th, at the 
Catholic Institute, Floriana. Pdzes of stamps will be awarded to the first 
three participants, drawn by lot during the June meeting, from among 
those who have voted for the stamp that has attainea The highest number 
of votes. A number of consolation prizes will also 'he awarded. A fuJil report 
and tire results of the competition will be published in the next edition of 
the Society's magazine, due for publication in December. 
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