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The concept of resilience has emerged as a major focus of attention for the management of social-ecological systems, particularly given the inherent
complexity of such systems and widespread trends of environmental change. Protected areas constitute a key element of conservation strategies within
social-ecological systems, but there is growing recognition of the need to evaluate the extent to which such conservation areas are successfully meeting
their goals, based on substantial evidence that there are often significant management shortcomings. This research explores the extent to which key
resilience concepts are incorporated within Protected Area Management Evaluation (PAME) methodologies, through a review of selected assessment
approaches. The aim of the study is to identify any ‘gaps’ in addressing resilience within PAME methodologies, and to develop indicators/scoring criteria
to address such gaps. Resilience assessment and PAME methodologies were evaluated with reference to a case study park in Tuscany, Italy (Parco
Regionale della Maremma), where the extent of environmental change is known to be significant. Preliminary results indicate that the spatial and
temporal scope of PAME methodologies tends to be more limited than that of resilience assessment, and that there are also notable differences in the
consideration of disturbance and in the boundary of analysis. Overall, PAME methodologies appear to approach protected areas as predominantly static
systems, whereas resilience thinking calls for management approaches that embrace ideas of dynamicity and change. These results have implications for
the successful long-term management of protected areas, particularly where these are nested within larger systems which are subject to significant
anthropogenic influence and where such protected areas are susceptible to phenomena such as climate change.
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