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11-Vjagg tat-T/5.5. Columbia 

Monica Camilleri 

Fuq il~kalendarju 2015 tal-Ghaqda 
Muzikali Sant' Andrija nsibu ritratt fuq il
faccata ta' wara nett- ritratt ta' grupp ta' nies 
fuq vapur. Dan kien il-vapur TSS Columbia 
li kien qed igorr 1-ernigranti Maltin lejn 
1-Awstralja, fl-1949. 

Dak iz-zrnien, Malta kienet ghadha 
kolonja Ngliza, u sfortunatament rna tantx 
kien hawn xoghol ghall-Maltin. I=tafna rnin
nies kienu bdiewa. Ohrajnkellhorn xi negozju 
zghir, u whud jahdrnu d-Dockyard jew rnas
servizzi Nglizi . Futur ghal uliedhorn rna 

Grupp ta' minn rtal Luqa flimkien mal-familjari taglihom fid-Dwana tal-Belt qabel ma' mbarkaw fuq il-vapur. 



kienx hawn wisq. Irrid ngnid 
li dak iz-zmien rna kienx hawn 
tagnlim bizzejjed, u gnalhekk 
kienet tezisti !llJOranza 
kbira. t=lafna min-nies kienu 
illitterati, Ia jafu jaqraw u 
wisq anqas jiktbu. Minnabba 
fin-nuqqas ta' xogn1ijiet, bdiet 
1-emigrazzjoni ta' e1uf ta' · 
nies 1i kellhom jitturruffnaw 
pajjizhom biex ifittxu futur 
anjar. L-akbar massa ta' nies 
kienu marru lejn 1-Awstralja, 
art li gnalkemm kienet mhux 
magnrufa nafna, kellha potenzjal kbir ta' 
xognol gila! min ried jandem ta' vera. 

Niftakar tajjeb, fil-bidu tas-snin 50, meta 
1-narga tagtma kienet tkun sal-Belt Valletta, 
u hemm jonduna fuq is-swar biex naraw 
xi vapur tal-emigranti niereg mill-Port il
Kbir. Konna naraw xeni ta' qsim il-qalb, 
b'nafna biki, tgnanniq u tixjir ta ' mkatar. 
Familji shan ta' emigranti kienu jittellgnu 
fuq dgnajjes zgnar minn ndejn id-Dwana, 
u maghhom itellgnu bagalji kbar tal-kartun 
jew tal-injam. Il-barklor kien iwassalhom sa 
ndejn il-vapur li kien ikun ankrat f'nofs il
Port. Konna narawhom telgnin rna' slielem 
gila! fuq il-gverta, u hemm kien jibda tixjir 
sfrenat b ' imkatar kbar bojod. U hemm, kif 
jixhed dan ir-ritratt, kien ikun il-bidu tal
vjagg lejn 1-Awstralja ta' dawn il-pijunieri 
qalbenin. 

Dan 1-annar, gie f ' idejna rakkont, li 
gie mnizzel minn fuq il-website www. 
maltamigration.com miktub minn certa 
Evelyn Spiteri. Din kienet bint Victor 
Semini, wiened mill-Welfare Officers li 
kienu servew fuq dan 1-istess vapur it-TSS 
Columbia. Hi kitbet li fuq il-vapur kien 
hemm zewg ufficjali onra, Ugo Mifsud 
u s-sinjura Speranza Mifsud. Minn barra 
1-ekwipagg, kien hemm ukoll kappillan, Fr 
Micallef. It-TSS Columbia salpa minn Malta 
fil-21 ta' Novembru 1949, tant il-Kaptan 

156 Ghaqda Mu:iikali Sant'Andrija 
..0--::; , ~ ~ ; Mal Luqa 

7 r ~/;"I. r , , '·· .' • / 

11-vapur T/S.S . Columbia 

Coufoudakis. Dan il-vapur kien qed igorr 
1-ikbar grupp ta ' emigranti li qatt telaq minn 
Malta b'1 ,075 run li jinkludu rgiel, nisa, u 
tfal unud minnhom minn rial Luqa. Dan 
kien 1-ewwel vjagg tal-massa li telaq minn 
Malta. 

Evelyn tkompli tgnid li missierha kien 
izomm djarju bl-Ingliz tal-vjagg. Ilium, jien 
se nipprova nwasslilkom xi siltiet minn dan 
id-djarju. 

L-ewwel kitba saret fil-21 / 11 /49, fejn 
insibu 1-informazzjoni fuq xi membri tal
ekwipagg. Insibu wkoll informazzjoni 
fuq kif il-passiggieri gew allokati 
1-akkomodazzjoni fuq il-vapur. Kiteb li 
1-emigranti fl-ewwel klassi bdew jimbarkaw 
fit-8:00am. Fl-10:30am imbagnad saret 
laqgna bejn 1-ufficjali u 1-Kurunel Boyle tad
Dipartiment tal-Emigrazzjoni Awstraljana. 
Tkellmu fuq 1-indafa in generali tal-vapur, 
il-nela tal-ilma, is-snana meta jaqsmu 
t-Tropici, is-salina tal-emigranti, u wkoll 
fuq il-nalib u !-nasi! tat-trabi. Bnal rna kien 
jigri dejjem, kienu nqalgnu xi problemi, 
bnal tfal mitlufa fil-kurituri u bagalji nieqsa 
jew mitlufa. Is-Sur Semini kiteb ukoll li 
1-imbarkazzjoni kollha tlestiet sal-5:30pm. 
Il-Ministru tal-Emigrazzjoni J.J. Cole u xi 
ufficjali onra, akkumpanjaw il-vapur sal
breakwater, rekbin fuq Janca tal-pulizija. 

Hekk kif beda 1-vjagg, bdiet issir 



quddiesa kuljum filghodu, u anke jinghad ir
ruzarju. 11-kwalita u 1-kwantita tal-ike! bdiet 
tvarja, tant li beda jinstema' t-tgergir. Kien 
hemm ukoll xi regolamenti li rna ntghogbux 
mill-emigranti, bhall-fatt li rna kinux isibu 
te jew kafe filghodu kmieni. 

11-passiggieri allokati fid-dormitorju 
kienu jidhlu ghall-ikla ta' nofsinhar fl-
1 0:30am, filwaqt li dawk tal-ewwel klassi 

kienu jidhlu fin-12:30pm. Is-Sur Semini 
kiteb li kienu jinstemghu hafna avvizi 
minn fuq il-mikrofoni, biex jintwerew il
biljetti tal-kabini u tal-ikel, biex tinzamm 
1-igjene personali u biex kulhadd jagixxi 
b'mod civilizzat. Kien importanti li tintlibes 
gakketta u jitnehha 1-kappell ghal waqt 
1-ikel. 

11-kcina kienet tigi spezjonata 

Emigranti Mallin uhud minn t=tat Luqa fuq it-vapur T.S .S. Columbia fi triqithom tejn 1-Awstralja fis-sena 1949. 
Carmeto Magri (Karmnu taz-Zebgha) minn t=tal Luqa (li jidher immarkat 'it fuq) kien wiehed mitt-passiggieri. 
11-vapur tetaq mitt-Port it-Kbir ta ' Matta nhar it-Tnejn 21 ta ' Novembru u kien qieghed igorr 1075 passiggier 

fosthom tfat, nisa u rgiel. Dan il-vjagg ha 34 gurnata biex wasat ft-Awstratja. Dan kien il-bidu ta ' 
emigrazzjoni ta' massa minn Matta. 
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regolarment. Gew organizzati xi sports ghal 
fuq il-gverta, cinema u anke tombla. 

Qal ukoll li 1-emigranti ma riedux 
jikkkoperaw. Kienu jingabru fil-kurituri 
hdejn il-katma tal-ike! minn hafna qabel il
hin, jistennew bnal ilpup imgewna. 

Is-Sur Semini, kiteb ukoll suggeriment 
biex 1-emigranti prospettivi jinghataw 
korsijiet fuq id-dixxiplina t'abbord qabel 
majsiefru. 

Insibu wkoli li kien inhela• hafna ilma 
zejjed bejn Malta u s-Suez Canal. Kiteb 
ukoli li minn Port Said ittelighu 12-il banju 
biss ghat-trabi u daqshekk iehor bennieni. 

Matui 1-ewwel granet, inqalghu hafna 
diffikultajiet ohra. Il-bahrin ma setghux isibu 
tarf it-tfalli kienu telghin u nezlin bilwieqfa 
fuq id-deckchairs b'konsegwanza 1i bdew 
iqattghuihom id-drapp vilment. Ghaihekk 
kelihom jitnehhew. Kien hemm tgergir fuq 
it-te, u qam dizgwid bejn il-passiggieri u 
1-ekwipagg, tant li dawn tal-ahhar bdew 
jheddu li se jhallu 1-vapur u ma jersqux iktar 
fejn ikun hemm ii-Maltin. Kien qed isir xi 
serq ukoll. 

L-ufficjal Speranza Mifsud zammet 
ruhha attiva u organizzat il-hasil tat-trabi, 
kifukoli harrget grupp ta' Boy Scouts u Girl 
Guides biex ikunu ta' ghajnuna lill-ommijiet 
bi tfal zghar. 

Hawnhekk insibu silta fejn qal li kien 
beda jidher hie-car li 1-vapur ma kellux 
ekwipagg bizzejjed, u li 1-apparat ta ' gol
kcina ma kienx adekwat. Instab li ianqas 
kellhom magna biex iqaxxru 1-patata u 
!-magna tal-ikkapuljat kienet zghira wisq. 
L-ebda sauce ma deher fuq 1-imwejjed u 
kien hemm nuqqas ta' varjeta fl.-ike!. rtafna 
bdew jorqdu fuq il-gverta minhabba s-shana 
u dawn kienu jigu mkeccija kull filghodu 
biex isir il-hasil tal-gverta. 

Inkiteb li t-tempra bdiet tiela' bejn 
Colombo u Fremantie. L-ardita u 1-vjolenza 
tal-emigranti ma kienux jitwemmnu, kiteb. 
Jghajjtu, iwerzqu, ihabbtu fuq 1-imwejjed u 
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jitfghu z-zibel mal-art u fil-bahar. Is-servizz 
fuq il-vapur ma kienx mili-ahjar, izda, 
skont is-Sur Semini, il-passiggieri ma kienx 
jisthoqqilhom ahjar! 

Sar notament iehor fit-8/12/49, fejn 
inkiteb li 1-uniku hin fejn il-passiggieri kienu 
juru manjieri civilizzati kien waqt il-quddies 
u xi servizz religjuz iehor. Apparentament, 
minn wara t-tluq minn Aden, il-vapur sar 
qisu mandragg, bil-hmieg u z-zibel mal-art. 
La n-nisa u lanqas it-tfal rna kkoperaw fl.
indafa, minkejja t-twissijiet. 

Fil-kitba tad-9/12/49, intqal li kienu 
mardu xi trabi bii-gastro-enteritis u bil
pnewmonia. Zewg trabi mietu u ndifnu 
fil-bahar. Sar ukoll twelid ta' tarbija ohra. 
Sar maghruf bin-nuqqas ta' lozor, investi u 
xugamani mill-kabini, unstab li 1-passiggieri 
kienu ghamluhom hwejjeg ta' taht. 

Fl-14112/49 kien inqala' xi glied li 
ntuzaw xi mwies. Il-hatja nqafl.u fic-cipp. 

Fil-15112/49 inghatat il-Grizma tal
morda lis-Sinjura Darmanin u saret ukoll 
maghmudija. Il-film u d-dance organizzati 
ghal dakinhar thassru minhabba 1-mewt ta' 
tarbija ta' 7 xhur. 

Fis-17/12/49 kiteb li kienet dehret 
Fremantle. It-tobba ccekkjaw il-passiggieri 
u wara thaliew jinzlu !-art. Is-Sur Semini 
hawn qal li kienu dahlu jieklu f'restorant 
Grieg u b'nofs lira Maltija kielu hamsa 
mm-mes. 

Fit-23/12/49 bdew dehlin fii-port ta' 
Melbourne; Philip Bay, ghat-8:00am, u 
trakkaw mal-moil ghat-3:OOpm. L-emigranti 
rcevew merhba kbira mili-komunita Maltija 
t'hemm. Bdiet id-dizembarkazzjoni u sas-
6:00pm kien nizel kuihadd. 

Sar notament iehor fil-25112/49, jum il
Milied. Kienu bdew ir-rotta iejn Sydney, 
1-ahhar port tal-vjagg. Giet servuta 1-ikla 
tal-Milied, ross il-fom, dundjan, hut, frott, 
iewz, helu, inbid u xampanja. rtafna mill
Maitin sikru. Xi Ghawdxin bdew jiggieldu 
fii-bar u ghamlu wkoli xi hsarat. 
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A nostalgic occasion was o~at the 
Pan:amatta: Melita Eagles Stadium in 
South Granville, NSW by the Maltese wel
fare group. It was a reunion of the passen
.gers on the TSS Columbia who made the 
tri~wotralia 50 years ago. 

A n w I come by the MC, Mr Frank 
· · t, ~ifo ahio l_.lilta li~•u, ·~.r Marl. 

C~ruana led m a p~yer.fon the .dll,.ceasttd 
passeng!\>:S. He spoke of the hiswric sijt
iilli.cance of the particular voyage. He s&d 
that this w as the frrst ship to take more 
than a thousand passengers on poard. It 
was the start of mass· migt'atlOn from 
Malta. · 

The voyage started from the Grand Har
holll' on Monpay, November 21, 1949 and 
the ship was carrying the largest-ever 
group of migrants to leave Malta, 1,075 
men, women and children. 

A clipping from the Times ofMalta<Ofthe 
next day· was produced at the reunion. The 
reportTecorded that "'tall began at about 
4 a.m. when crowds began to arrive at the 
Customs House. Yes, 4 a.m. they started 
and at noon they were still there. Public 
organisatiop. and Emigration Department 
~emetlts made the task of embarking 
over a thousand: migrants-to say nothing 
of keeping their many thousands o'frela
tives and friends ·away from tl1e sphere of 
operations - a. simple and efficient func
tion." 

According to the report, 'Treffic washeld 
up and diverted from thnoad alongside 
Customs House. The cars w.ould have 
ne'!l~r been able to get through the packed 
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mass of humanity which thronged. the The quality of tea that is served is .fright
street in any case. -1 ful: everyboay complained that the milk 
' "Ashore . -v~bixlg. wP.ntlike clockwork. j was far too diluted and looked like water,' 
Pape:rfl~d been px_epar.ect c'oclietN iliAd .}is o ... ii aftb ·<mn~...ati.!ms LOthPr~ \ncludn~ 
sectioned in adyance; migr·ants passed ~: fu,specting i,be kitchens. No improvemenl: 
through the formalities in families, onto one ' in the makirig of tea which looks and tastes 
of the ferries for transportation t9 the ·ship." like dish water' . 'Broadcast once more 

MemberS·fromanumberoffamiliesthat •1 regarding the nec!,)ssity of conserving 
made the ¥.R recolll)ted their experiences. 1 water. The master of the ship has radioed 
The Polltelli family, formerly ofTamen, j Acien for a fresh supply of water. Emi
who wer:e among ttJ,e organisers of the ·,: grants have been asked to use salt water 
reunion, started, the pallrolling. , for the washing of clothes'· 'No porridge 

Mr Charles Glanville, ·the architect of a • was served today to the chlldren (who) 
number of projects including the grand- 'I protested most vehemently'; 'some women 
stand at the Melita ~tadium (named, inci- are found washi~g clothes in the tubs 
dentally, after my late brother, Donald), i11sued for the washing of young babies. 
spoke on behalf ofbiaparents. Charles was Demonstrators meet vehemently with 
only two years old when the family . them, and told them how unhygienic this 
migrated. .- ,. was for th.e tender skins of such young chil-

Mr Alali Flores" was another speaker who dren'. 
was only a child at the tUne. There were other positive elements in 

Mrs Joan Sacco, Dee· Pulis, spoke"about the l'eport such as 'A boy scout and giTl 
the hardship they had to endure on board ,: guide troop has been formed under the 
and. about the wTiy tbatthe Greek <:1!-Ptain charge ofMrs Mifsqd ~~ranza and their · 
ignored the passengers' complaints. " main object is to {fo thell' daily good deed 

Asouvenirpam!?PI:etdesignedandcom· in assisting women with children'; and 
piled by Mr GJx.lfrey Sultana, was distrib- 'Arrangements have now been concluded 
uted and a special key ring and a lovely . whereby all pregnant women will he issued 
phc:ito of the Columbia were given to those • with one tin of condensed milk each day'. 
present. Some ext;racts from the welfare Mrs Rita Piscopo was one of those preg
Offi~er's report are reprod1,1ced in the pam- J. nant women on board .. In fact, she gave 
pl:.1et;: · birth to the only Child born during the voy-

·~"') -~ 

age. Her son, Joseph was boru on Decem
ber 13, 1949 and his birth certificate shows 
the exact position. Lat. 19°30' S and 
102°40' E. At the reunion, Mrs Piscopo 
recalled that she did not have any profes
sional medical assistance during the birth 
ofherson. 

Members of the Zahra family f.-om St 
Julinnjl_.~e-r.:> the last SP!!akers . . The 
parentS Joo a<,..;:'fu'Jb.:~,;iJ;:?qb• ... 
children. ' 

The Consul General in NSW, Mr 
Lawrence .Dimech said tha£ ".these 
r eunions are bringing many migrants 
together again. Those two young arriving 
on these ships through these reunions are 
reliving the traumatic experience of their 
parents. The feeling of helplessness fol
lowed by sheer determination that are so 
ev:ident in the Maltese character. We are 
saying to those that want to·listen, yes we 
are proud to be of migrant stock, the back
bone of this city, the salt of the earth, the 
country we have embraced, the co1mtry we 
have adopted ... Finally let us resolve that 
for the new millennium we will raise our 
children to be proud Australians and 
equally proud of being ofMaltPse descent". 

This was not the first time that such a 
reunion was organised by Mr Mark Caru
ana and his group. So far, they have all 
been quite successful and plans have 
already been laid to have similar ones in 
the next year. The voyages made in 1950 
and 1951 by the Ocean Triumph, Ocean 
Victory and the Florentia are in their 
sights. 
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Sar 1-ahhar notament fis-26/12/49 mal
wasla tal-vapur Sydney. Fit-8:00amghaddew 
minn taht Sydney Bridge, u trakk:aw ma1-
bacir Nru 16. Te1ghu 1-awtoritajiet abbord u 
sa1-11 :OOam kien zbarka ku1hadd ... U spicca 
vjagg iehor lejn 1-Awstra1ja. Fl-ahhar ta' dan 
in-notament is-Sur Semini spicca bil-kliem 
Deo gratias. 

Din il-kitba hija xhieda tat-tajjeb, tal
hazin u tal-ikrah ta1-vjagg, izda hi wkoll 
storja ta' tama', ta' frustrazzjoni,.ta' biza' u 

ta1-aguniji kollha 1i kienujghaddu minnhom 
1-ewwe1 emigranti 1ejn 1-Awstra1ja. 

rtafna minn dawn i1-pijunieri Maltin 
hadmu, stinkaw u mexxielhomjaghrnlu futur 
ghalihom u ghal uliedhom. lt-triq kienet 
iebsa, izda smajna hafna stejjer ta' successi 
ghal min kien vera determinat. rtafna 
minnhom gham1u isem tajjeb ghal pajjizna, 
u baqghu stmati sal-gurnata tal-lum. 

ttajr lis-Sur Carmela Magri tal-informazzjoni u 
ritratti li ghaddielna. 
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