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Listening Comprehension

Ly & gamsall ‘z@
a) You will hear an extract in standard Arabic. You will hear the same text twice.
b) The examiner asks the following questions in Arabic and you are to answer in the

same language ORALLY:

§ Cpalially CpddiCall M oS e -

fabshiml Clgly qua abid) il -2

¢l Aad ghull o (Rl AUgae A e - 3
el Ll dadll gleal Gl (A Gebedd) zai dA - 4

Somibadll c¥glaa (o shasl) Ao ML) S - 5

€ LAl Nl Y Jay Ll gussaslsS digia S s e - 6
Casll Gaall 1A G Cmpaall sladd pa M - 7
€ oal se pn ol faay ff S A - 8
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Sl fuay ¥ W -10

(10 marks)
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Listening Comprehension

ALY 1f gaall agh
a) You will hear an extract in standard Arabic. You will hear the same text twice.
b) The examiner asks the following questions in Arabic and you are to answer in the

same language ORALLY:

¢ Gualrally cpddical) Gy oS e - ]
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Conversation didaa

You are asked to give a three minute talk in Arabic on ONE of the following topics:

1 — Television

2 —Video

3 —Drugs

4 — Sports

5 — The Influence of the Press
6 — The Role of Women

7 — The Contribution of Youth to Society

(10 marks)
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3 - Translation Ay ad) dall) P gﬂ\ ol aa 5.3

The term Arabs was originally restricted to the Semitic people who inhabited the
Arabian Peninsula. However, nowadays by the word Arabs we mean the populations of
countries whose primary language is Arabic and Islam. When the Arab empire reached
its peak, it extended from the Atlantic Ocean across North Africa and the Middle East
to Central Asia.  This empire gave rise to a magnificent Arab civilization and
consequently education, literature, philosophy, medicine, mathematics and science
were developed to a very high level. The Arab conquests in Europe were particularly
important in Sicily and Spain. In fact, Christian scholars benefited a great deal from
Islamic knowledge. The Arabs also made Europe familiar with Greek philosophers

whose writings they had already translated into Arabic.

(10 marks)
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Answer THREE questions, ONE from EACH section. Answers to Section A and B can
be in Arabic, English or Maltese, whereas the answer to Section C can be either in

English or in Maltese.
SECTION A: HISTORY OF THE ARABS (12 marks)
1. Although the basis of society of the ancient Arabs was tribal and nomadic, some

important points at the cross-roads of the main trade-routes gave rise to a society with
a more permanent sedentary social structure. Discuss.

2. In Medina, the prophet, acting as an arbitrator, gave a set of laws which were to serve
as a constitution for the model Muslim state. Comment on the constitution of
Medina.

3. Discuss the major political and socio-cultural achievements of the early Umayyad
conquest in Spain.

SECTION B: HISTORY OF ARABIC LITERATURE (12 marks)

4. Flora and fauna are mentioned in the pre-Islamic poetry. Discuss and illustrate with
examples.

5. Ghaylan ibn 'Ugbah (c. 696 — c. 735), nicknamed Dhu al-Rummah, is usually
regarded as the last of the Bedouin poets. Discuss his poetic themes and styles.

6. Discuss the poetic themes composed by the poet Akhtal (Ghiyath ibn Ghawth al-

Taghlibi al-Akhtal c. 640-710 A.D.)
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SECTION C: LITERATURE - Set Book (16 marks)
Translate into English or Maltese ONLY ONE of the following two passages:

a) from Malta by Ahmed Tal’at Suleyman
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b) from Miramar by Naguib Mahfouz
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