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(Source: Department of Oriental Studies)

(Total: 10 marks)
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C. Translate the following text into Arabic: :\,.u)ﬂ\ 4al uj‘ g-“:‘-“ u‘ﬂ\ féﬂ .C

Coffee seems to date back to the 9% century A.D. According to one legend, goat herders
noticed that when their goats ate the fruit of the coffea plant, they behaved in a somewhat
curious manner. The goats seemed to make strange movements, as if they were dancing.
Moreover, it is said that a monk prepared a drink out of that same fruit and he noticed that he
could stay awake all night.

There is no doubt that coffee, as a drink, originates in Yemen, during the 15th century. It
was in Arabia that coffee seeds were first roasted. By the 16th century, it had reached the rest
of the Middle East, including Persia, Turkey, and northern Africa. In 1670, the Sufi Baba
Budan from Yemen took coffee seeds with him to India. The first coffee plantations were located
in the region of Mysore, in the Indian state of Karnataka. Coffee then spread to Indonesia and
South-East Asia, Italy, the rest of Europe, and to the Americas. When coffee reached North
America, it did not enjoy immediate success. However, during the civil war, the demand for
coffee increased dramatically.

(Source: Department of Oriental Studies)

(Total: 10 marks)
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Answer THREE questions, ONE from EACH section. Answers to Sections A and B can be in
Arabic, English or Maltese, and should not be less than 400 words each. The answer to Section
C can be either in English or Maltese.

SECTION A: HISTORY OF THE ARABS

1. What were the main factors behind Prophet Muhammad’s migration from Mekka to Medina?

2. What caused the so-called Wars of Apostasy (32, < 5a)?

3. Who were the so-called hulafa ar-rasidin (o530 <ill) and what are they remembered for?

(Total: 12 marks)

SECTION B: HISTORY OF ARABIC LITERATURE

1. There was a lot of competition between Arabian poets. Discuss.
2. The gasida stands for the most eminent form of Arabian poetry. Discuss.

3. Discuss the poetic contribution achieved in al-Andalus.

(Total: 12 marks)
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SECTION C: LITERATURE - SET BOOK

Translate into English or Maltese ONE of the following two passages:
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