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Instructions:

The examiner is to read out the extract in Standard Arabic below TWICE.
After listening to the passage for the second time, the candidate is to answer the questions on
page 2 orally and in Standard Arabic.
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(Source: BBC NEWS ARABIC)
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CANDIDATE’S PAPER

Instructions:

An extract in Standard Arabic will be read out TWICE by the examiner.
After listening to the passage for the second time, you will be required to answer the following
questions orally and in Standard Arabic:
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B. Translate the text below into Maltese or English.
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(Source: CNN Arabic)

(Total: 10 marks)
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C. Translate the following text into Arabic: gl dall) ) AU Galll aa 55 c

The Arabic language is a pillar of the cultural diversity of humanity. It is one of the most widely
spoken languages in the world, used daily by more than 400 million people. World Arabic language
day is celebrated every year on 18 December since 2012. In the diversity of its forms, classic or
dialectical, from oral expression to poetic calligraphy, the Arabic language has given rise to a
fascinating aesthetic, in fields as varied as architecture, poetry, philosophy and song. Arabic has
played a catalytic role in knowledge, promoting the dissemination of Greek and Roman sciences
and philosophies to Renaissance Europe. It has also enabled a dialogue of cultures along the silk

roads, from the coast of India to the Horn of Africa.

(Adapted from: unesco.org)

(Total: 10 marks)
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(Source: alarabiya.net)

(Total: 5 marks)
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Answer THREE questions, ONE from EACH section. Answers to Sections A and B can be in Arabic,
English or Maltese, and should not be less than 400 words each. The answer to Section C can be
either in English or Maltese.

SECTION A: HISTORY OF THE ARABS

1. Discuss the major political and socio-cultural achievements of the early Umayyad conquest
in Al Andalus Spain.

2. Discuss the impact of Islam on the ancient pre-Islamic Arab tribal and nomadic society.

3. The reign of Caliph Abu Bakr (632-634 CE) was short but his achievements were enormous
and far-reaching. Discuss.

(Total: 12 marks)

SECTION B: HISTORY OF ARABIC LITERATURE

1. Pre-Islamic Arabic poetry is esteemed for its precise and rich vocabulary, sophisticated
metrical structures, and fully developed systems of rhyme and thematic sequence. Discuss.

2. Arabic prose flourished during the Umayyad’s reign. Discuss.

3. Discuss how poetic style and content become linked with the new Islamic state and ideals
following the advent of Islam.

(Total: 12 marks)
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SECTION C: LITERATURE - SET BOOK

Translate into English or Maltese ONE of the following two passages:

1. from Malta by Ahmad Tal'at Sulayman Al g 2ol ja g0 e cUalla
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