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THE SCRIPTURE AND THE CREED

Answer THREE questions: ONE from each section and a THIRD from any section.
All questions carry equal marks.

SECTION A: THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE

1. Discuss the development of the sense of identity of the people of God in the Old Testament,
and how the New Testament emphasizes the continuity between this Old Testament people
and the Christian Church in different ways.

2. The first pages of the Old Testament recount the creation of the world. Discuss the notion of
God as creator, and how this notion is presented in the Historical books, the Prophetic books,
and the books of Wisdom.

3. Discuss the Babylonian exile as part of the greater narrative that reveals God’s nature and
plan.

4. “He is not here; for he has risen” (Mt 28:6). By referring to common elements in the
resurrection narratives, discuss how the Resurrection was an experience of faith and hope for
the disciples.

SECTION B: THE CREED

5. Saint Thomas Aquinas wrote: “Believing is an act of the intellect assenting to the divine truth
by command of the will moved by God through grace.” Elaborate on this statement about
faith.

6. The word “Tradition” refers to both the content of teaching and the action of passing the body
of teachings to others. Discuss.

7. Various theologians and philosophers have argued for the existence of God and demonstrated
how this could be proven. By referring to a philosopher OR a theologian of your choice,
discuss their argument to prove the existence of God.

8. “Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either accepting or rejecting the divine
grace manifested in Christ” (CCC, 1021). Discuss this particular judgement AND the last
judgement, in view of the Christian hope of eternal life.
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L-ISKRITTURA U L-KREDU

Wiegeb TLIET mistogsijiet: WAHDA minn kull tagsima u t-TIELET wahda minn liema tagsima li trid.
Il-mistogsijiet kollha ghandhom |-istess marki.

TAQSIMA A: IL-BIBBJA

Iddiskuti I-izvilupp tas-sens ta’ identita tal-poplu t’Alla tat-Testment I-Antik, u kif it-Testment
iI-Gdid jenfasizza I-kontinwitd bejn dan il-poplu tat-Testment I-Antik u I-Knisja Nisranija
b’modi differenti.

L-ewwel pagni tat-Testment il-Qadim jirrakkontaw il-holgien tad-dinja. Iddiskuti I-kuncett ta’
Alla bhala Hallieq, u kif dan huwa pprezentat fil-kotba Storici, Profetici, u tal-Gherf.

Iddiskuti I-ezilju ta’ Babilonja bhala parti mir-rakkont li jizvela n-natura u I-pjan t'Alla.
“Mhuwiex hawn, ghaliex gam,” (Mt 28:6). Billi taghmel referenza ghall-elementi komuni

fin-narrattivi tal-gawmien, iddiskuti kif il-Qawmien kien esperjenza ta’ fidi u tama
ghad-dixxipli.

TAQSIMA B: IL-KREDU

San Tumas t'’Akwinu kiteb: “It-twemmin huwa att tal-intellett li japprova I-verita divina
bil-kmand tar-rieda mmexxija minn Alla permezz tal-grazzja.” Elabora fuq din id-dikjarazzjoni
dwar il-fidi.

Il-kelma “Tradizzjoni” tirreferi kemm ghall-kontenut tat-taghlim kif ukoll ghall-azzjoni li
tghaddi t-taghlim lil haddiehor. Iddiskuti.

Diversi teologi u filosofi argumentaw dwar I-ezistenza ta’ Alla u kif dan jista’ jigi ppruvat.
Aghmel referenza ghal filosfu JEW teologu tal-ghazla tieghek, iddiskuti I-argument taghhom
sabiex tapprova |-ezistenza ta’ Alla.

“II-mewt ittemm il-hajja tal-bniedem bhala z-zmien li fih jista’ jilga’ jew jichad il-grazzja ta’
Alla li dehret fi Kristu” (KKK, 1021). Iddiskuti dan I-gudizzju partikolari U I-gudizzju universali,
fid-dawl tat-tama Nisranija tal-hajja ta’ dejjem.
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LITURGY AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY

Answer THREE questions: ONE from each section and a THIRD from any section.
All questions carry equal marks.

SECTION A: LITURGY AND THE SACRAMENTS

1.

Discuss the various meanings of the term ‘liturgy,” with emphasis on the experience of the
Mass.

The synodal practice of the Church underscores the importance of an ecclesial reality within
which each member of the Church is a participant. Indeed, “the entire People of God shares
a common dignity and vocation through Baptism. All of us are called in virtue of our Baptism
to be active participants in the life of the Church” (Synod of Bishops, 2021). Discuss with
reference to the liturgical practice of the Church.

“A sacramental celebration is woven from signs and symbols. In keeping with the divine pedagogy
of salvation, their meaning is rooted in the work of creation and in human culture, specified by
the events of the Old Covenant and fully revealed in the person and work of Christ” (CCC, 1145).
Discuss this phrase with reference to signs and symbols associated with it.

“Those who approach the sacrament of Penance obtain pardon from God's mercy for the
offence committed against him, and are, at the same time, reconciled with the Church which
they have wounded by their sins and which by charity, by example, and by prayer labours
for their conversion” (Lumen Gentium, 11). Discuss.

SECTION B: CHRISTIAN MORALITY

5.

The Encyclical Veritatis Splendor (1993) speaks about the role of the Church's moral teaching
in "... recalling certain fundamental truths of Catholic doctrine which, in the present
circumstances, risk being distorted or denied"(par. 4). Discuss, with particular reference to
the Church's teaching on Christian morality.

“Catholic marriage and family life ministry serves all married couples and families by
proclaiming the love of God to them and helping them embrace their vocation to love and
discipleship” (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2021). Discuss with reference to
the complex realities of contemporary family life.

“Peace is not merely the absence of war, and it is not limited to maintaining a balance of
powers between adversaries. Peace cannot be attained on earth without safeguarding the
goods of persons, free communication among men, respect for the dignity of persons and
peoples, and the assiduous practice of fraternity. Peace is the ‘tranquillity of order’
(CCC, 2304). Discuss.

In light of the actions of the early Church, the Second Vatican Council sought to establish a
dialogue between the Church and the contemporary world. Discuss the implications of this
dialogue in our times.
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IL-LITURGIJA U L-MORALITA NISRANIJA

Wiegeb TLIET mistogsijiet: WAHDA minn kull tagsima u t-TIELET wahda minn liema tagsima i trid.
II-mistogsijiet kollha ghandhom I-istess marki.

TAQSIMA A: IL-LITURGIJA U S-SAGRAMENTI

1.

2.

Iddiskuti d-diversi tifsiriet tat-terminu ‘liturgija,” b’enfasi fuq |-esperjenza tal-Quddiesa.

Il-prattika sinodali tal-Knisja tenfasizza |-importanza ta’ realta ekklezjali li fiha kull membru
tal-Knisja jkun partecipant. Tabilhaqq, “il-Poplu ta’ Alla, kollu kemm hu jagsam id-dinjita u
I-vokazzjoni komuni permezz tal-Maghmudija. Ilkoll kemm ahna msejhin permezz
tal-Maghmudija taghna biex inkunu partecipanti attivi fil-hajja tal-Knisja” (Sinodu
tal-Isgfijiet, 2021). Iddiskuti b'referenza ghall-prattika liturgika tal-Knisja.

“Celebrazzjoni liturgika tintiseg b’hafna sinjali u simboli. Skond il-mod kif Alla jghallimna ha
niksbu s-salvazzjoni, it-tifsir ta’ dawn is-sinjali u ta’ dawn is-simboli ghandu I-gheruq tieghu
fil-holqgien u fil-kultura tal-bniedem, ghandna hjiel tieghu fil-grajjiet tal-Patt il-Qadim, u jidher
shih fil-persuna u I-hidma ta’ Kristu” (KKK, 1145). Iddiskuti din il-frazi b’referenza ghas-sinjali
u s-simboli marbutin maghha.

“"Dawk li jersqu ghas-sagrament tal-Qrar jircievu mill-hniena ta' Alla I-mahfra tal-offizi i
ghamlulu u fl-istess hin jirrikonciljaw ruhhom mal-Knisja li huma darbu bi dnubiethom u li
tghinhom jikkonvertu bl-imhabba, bl-ezempju u bit-talb taghha.” (Lumen Gentium, 11).
Iddiskuti.

TAQSIMA B: IL-MORALITA NISRANIJA

5.

L-Enciklika Veritatis Splendor (1993) titkellem dwar I-irwol tat-taghlim morali tal-Knisja
sabiex “... jigu mfakkra certi veritajiet fundamentali tad-duttrina Kattolika li fi¢-Cirkustanzi
prezenti, ged jirriskjaw li jigu mic¢huda jew ma jkunux kompleti” (par. 4). Iddiskuti,
b’referenza partikolari ghat-taghlim tal-Knisja dwar il-moralita Nisranija.

“IlI-ministeru taz-zwieg Kattoliku u tal-hajja tal-familja jaqdi lill-koppji mizzewgin u lill-familji
kollha billi jxandar I-imhabba ta’ Alla lilhom u jghinhom ihaddnu I|-vokazzjoni taghhom
ghall-imhabba u d-dixxipulat” (Konferenza tal-Isdfijiet Kattolici tal-Istati Uniti, 2021).
Iddiskuti billi taghmel referenza ghar-realtajiet kumplessi tal-hajja tal-familja tal-lum.

“IlI-pa¢i m’hijiex biss nuggas ta’ gwerra u langas hi tfittix biex dawk li huma kontra xulxin
ikollhom forzi ndags. Ma jistax ikun hemm paci fuq I-art jekk ma jkunx hemm harsien tal-gid
tal-persuni, relazzjonijiet bla xkiel bejn il-bnedmin, rispett tad-dinjita tal-bnedmin u tal-popli,
u I-imgiba mimlija hegga ghall-imhabba ta’ I-ahwa. Il-paci hi ‘I-kwiet tal-ordni”” (KKK, 2304).
Iddiskuti.

Fid-dawl tal-azzjonijiet tal-Knisja tal-bidu, il-Koncilju Vatikan II fittex li jistabbilixxi djalogu
bejn il-Knisja u d-dinja kontemporanja. Iddiskuti |-implikazzjonijiet ta’ dan id-djalogu fi
zminijietna.
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