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PART 1 —Passage for Reading (5 marks)

The first spacecraft to visit Mercury was NASA’s heer 10 in 1974. Mariner 10

provided the first close-up images of Mercury'sface, which immediately showed its
heavily cratered nature, and revealed many othpestyof geological features. The
spacecraft made three close approaches to Meritayglosest of which took it to within

327 km of the surface. On the "March 1975, just eight days after its final close
approach, Mariner 10 ran out of fuel. Since itsitodbuld no longer be accurately
controlled, mission controllers instructed the grob shut down.

NASA'’s second mission to Mercury named Messenges lganched on the™3August
2004. The spacecraft has returned images of tmeipMercury, indicating that the time the
planet has been dead is not as long as previowdigvled by scientists. Analysing the
images and data closely, scientific teams at NASHele that they indicate vividly
Mercury’s most recent volcanic activity, which doeg complement the existing view that
it has been long-dead and had a short life spantr@dy, scientists now believe that the
planet was active for much of its life span andamalysing its surface and composition
further, they can learn more about how other pkirebur solar system were formed and
evolved.

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun in ouarssystem, and, since it was first imaged
by NASA, it has revealed its surface to be scarcegter-heavy wasteland, with only the

remnants of long extinct volcanoes to be seen. Wewd¢he new data and imagery suggests
that not only did those volcanoes rage for far &rpan first thought, but also that there is
strong evidence to suggest that Mercury was pronéntense and sporadic magnetic

substorms.

The Messenger spacecraft has enough fuel to orbrcivy until at least 2013 and — as
noted by the Messenger’s principal investigatornS8alomon — “Once Messenger has

been safely inserted into orbit around Mercury vilélve in for a terrific show.”
Adapted fromMercury Rising
www.howitworksdaily.com

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.
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PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (Long Turn) (5 marKs

Choose ONE topic from the list below and speak aliauith the examiner for an extended
period of time.

A childhood dream

Five things | can’t live without
Blogs

Studying abroad

Blood donation

The Arab spring

~Poo oW
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATEE XAMINATIONS BOARD
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MSIDA

MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
MAY 2012
Examiner’s Paper

SUBJECT: ENGLISH - Oral
DATE: 18th April 2012
TIME: P.M. (10 mins)

The Oral Session carries 10% of the global mark shduld last approximatelyO
minutes. Examiners are to assess the candidate’s oral qei#le Oral Grid and the
Scheme of Assessmeltd assist you in assessing the candidate’s pediocs).

It has two components Passage for Readingnd Discussion on a Topic The passage
and the list of topics should be made availabléheocandidate approximately 10 minutes
before the start of the Oral Examination.

PART 1 - Passage for Reading (5 marhs
Invite the candidate to read aloud the passage below.

The first spacecraft to visit Mercury was NASA’s heer 10 in 1974. Mariner 10

provided the first close-up images of Mercury'sface, which immediately showed its
heavily cratered nature, and revealed many othpestyof geological features. The
spacecraft made three close approaches to Meritayglosest of which took it to within

327 km of the surface. On the "®aMarch 1975, just eight days after its final close
approach, Mariner 10 ran out of fuel. Since itsitodbuld no longer be accurately
controlled, mission controllers instructed the maob shut down.

NASA'’s second mission to Mercury named Messenges lganched on the™3August
2004. The spacecraft has returned images of timejpMercury, indicating that the time the
planet has been dead is not as long as previowigved by scientists. Analysing the
images and data closely, scientific teams at NASHNele that they indicate vividly
Mercury’s most recent volcanic activity, which doeg complement the existing view that
it has been long-dead and had a short life spantr@dy, scientists now believe that the
planet was active for much of its life span andamalysing its surface and composition
further, they can learn more about how other pnebur solar system were formed and
evolved.

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.
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Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun in ouarssystem, and, since it was first imaged
by NASA, it has revealed its surface to be scarcegter-heavy wasteland, with only the

remnants of long extinct volcanoes to be seen. Wewd¢he new data and imagery suggests
that not only did those volcanoes rage for far &rpan first thought, but also that there is
strong evidence to suggest that Mercury was pranéntense and sporadic magnetic

substorms.

The Messenger spacecraft has enough fuel to orbitdy until at least 2013 and — as
noted by the Messenger’s principal investigatornS8alomon — “Once Messenger has

been safely inserted into orbit around Mercury vilélve in for a terrific show.”
Adapted fromMercury Rising
www.howitworksdaily.com

PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (5 marks)

Invite the candidate to speak for an extended period on the topic of their choice, only
offering prompts where necessary.

A childhood dream

Five things | can’t live without
Blogs

Studying abroad

Blood donation

The Arab spring

~poooTw
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MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
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Candidate’s Paper

SUBJECT: ENGLISH - Oral
DATE: 19th April 2012
TIME: P.M. (10 mins)

PART 1 —Passage for Reading (5 marks)

The Statue of Liberty is situated on Liberty IslandNew York Harbour. It was officially
titled ‘Liberty Enlightening the World’, and repes#ts Libertas, the Roman Goddess of
freedom. It was built as a monument commemorathgy ¢entenary of the American
Declaration of Independence and has since becosyebol of freedom and of the United
States of America.

Constructed by the French, the Statue of Libertg waift to the United States from the
people of France and was designed by Frederich8dit The Statue of Liberty was
designed as a colossal copper statue and whenoBArtiequired the assistance of an
engineer to address structural issues he turn&lstave Eiffel, the designer of the Eiffel
Tower, who was asked to build a massive iron pyod a skeletal framework to act as the
support for the sculpture. While remaining fixedtiosteel frame, the structure was able to
move in the wind — subsequently, wind speeds omiil®s per hour have been recorded,
and the statue has been known to sway up to thobes under pressure.

The pedestal, crafted from Scottish sandstone buiisin the USA. Once this was erected,
it was time to assemble the statue proper. Partheoftatue were shipped from France.
They arrived in 350 pieces and were packed into @®es. It took four months to
assemble the statue and secure it on the pedébtapedestal is supported by two sets of
iron girders which are connected by iron tie beamthese extend upwards into the
framework of the statue creating a strong link fricna ground.

The Statue of Liberty was originally designed dgjlathouse and functioned as such from
1886 to 1902. It housed an electric light that ddog seen several miles out to sea. In the
1980s it was discovered that major restoration vempiired and the statue was closed
between 1984 and 1986. After the Septembératfacks in 2001 the statue was closed for
reasons of safety and security. On th® @&tober 2011 the statue and pedestal were again

closed for a year due to renovations.
Adapted fromThe Satue of Liberty
www.howitworksdaily.com

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.
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PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (Long Turn) (5 marKs

Choose ONE topic from the list below and speak aliauith the examiner for an extended
period of time.

Dictators

My favourite food

Being online

The Olympics

Cosmetic surgery

City break or adventure holiday?

~Ppoo oW
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATEE XAMINATIONS BOARD
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MSIDA

MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
MAY 2012
Examiner’s Paper

SUBJECT: ENGLISH - Oral
DATE: 19th April 2012
TIME: P.M. (10 mins)

The Oral Session carries 10% of the global mark shduld last approximatelyO
minutes. Examiners are to assess the candidate’s oral qei#le Oral Grid and the
Scheme of Assessmeltd assist you in assessing the candidate’s pediocs).

It has two components Passage for Readingnd Discussion on a Topic The passage
and the list of topics should be made availabléheocandidate approximately 10 minutes
before the start of the Oral Examination.

PART 1 - Passage for Reading (5 marhs
Invite the candidate to read aloud the passage below.

The Statue of Liberty is situated on Liberty IslandNew York Harbour. It was officially
titted ‘Liberty Enlightening the World’, and repe#ts Libertas, the Roman Goddess of
freedom. It was built as a monument commemorathey dentenary of the American
Declaration of Independence and has since becosyebol of freedom and of the United
States of America.

Constructed by the French, the Statue of Libertg waift to the United States from the
people of France and was designed by Frederich8dit The Statue of Liberty was
designed as a colossal copper statue and whenoBhrtiequired the assistance of an
engineer to address structural issues he turn&ustave Eiffel, the designer of the Eiffel
Tower, who was asked to build a massive iron pgiod a skeletal framework to act as the
support for the sculpture. While remaining fixedtgosteel frame, the structure was able to
move in the wind — subsequently, wind speeds omi@s per hour have been recorded,
and the statue has been known to sway up to thobes under pressure.

The pedestal, crafted from Scottish sandstone buiisin the USA. Once this was erected,
it was time to assemble the statue proper. Partheoktatue were shipped from France.
They arrived in 350 pieces and were packed into @Bfes. It took four months to
assemble the statue and secure it on the pedébtapedestal is supported by two sets of
iron girders which are connected by iron tie beamthese extend upwards into the
framework of the statue creating a strong link fritna ground.

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.
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The Statue of Liberty was originally designed digylathouse and functioned as such from
1886 to 1902. It housed an electric light that ddog seen several miles out to sea. In the
1980s it was discovered that major restoration vempiired and the statue was closed
between 1984 and 1986. After the Septembératfacks in 2001 the statue was closed for
reasons of safety and security. On th® @&tober 2011 the statue and pedestal were again

closed for a year due to renovations.
Adapted fromThe Satue of Liberty
www.howitworksdaily.com

PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (5 marks)

Invite the candidate to speak for an extended period on the topic of their choice, only
offering prompts where necessary.

Dictators

My favourite food

Being online

The Olympics

Cosmetic surgery

City break or adventure holiday?

~poooTw
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATEE XAMINATIONS BOARD
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MSIDA

MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
MAY 2012
Candidate’s Paper

SUBJECT: ENGLISH - Oral
DATE: 20th April 2012
TIME: P.M. (10 mins)

PART 1 —Passage for Reading (5 marks)

As the winds of recession sweep across the UK 1@9fedition ofThe Great Gatsby sells
232% more than last year.

Elsewhere, publishers are feeling the squeeze, spéimding on printed novels down 10%
in 2010. But sales in cheap classics are boomirgeOWright, director at Wordsworth,
said the publisher's overall sales have doubled ttwelast five years to reach £1.3m in the
year to end May 2011. "Historically, our classitsivte in recessions. The £1 classic
paperback came out in 1992 when the country wés third year of recession.

"The UK readers' appetite for the classics doessaetn to diminish. Television and film
adaptations continue to fuel interest, and | thimk psychology behind our current success
is exactly the same. When the present-day shoppes gn Amazon to look for, say the
book of a new film adaptation likdane Eyre, our edition will invariably make an early
appearance in the listing because of the pricejfam click on it, then another eight or so
of our titles pop up in the 'people who bought #iso bought' section, and at only £1.99,
the temptation to pop a couple more in your baiske¢ry strong,” he added.

Stone also put the growth in Wordsworth's salesrdtmacash-strapped students looking for
cheap editions of their set texts. "Some of thédssdles of the Wordsworth classics will
have come from students and parents of studentewad to buy copies to study,” he said.
"Five years ago, they probably would have walked anshop and shelled out £7-£10 on a
Penguin/OUP/Vintage Classics edition because itkddo nice and contained an
introduction by an academic that could help with essay. This year, with their belts
tightened, they'll make do with a much cheaperi@diand just use Wikipedia for exam-
cram assistance.” Wright agreed, saying the pultlisiow sees "a very marked peak in
sales at the start of the academic year".

Adapted fromCheap classics boom asrest of book trade struggles by Alison Flood

Guardian.co.uk
9" December 2011

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.
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PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (Long Turn) (5 marKs

Choose ONE topic from the list below and speak aliauith the examiner for an extended
period of time.

Human rights violations

Smartphones

My perfect day

Reality TV

Hero worship

Public transport

~Poo0op
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATEE XAMINATIONS BOARD
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MSIDA

MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
MAY 2012
Examiner’s Paper

SUBJECT: ENGLISH - Oral
DATE: 20th April 2012
TIME: P.M. (10 mins)

The Oral Session carries 10% of the global mark shduld last approximatelsO
minutes. Examiners are to assess the candidate’s oral qidle Oral Grid and the
Scheme of Assessmeitd assist you in assessing the candidate’s pediocs).

It has two components Passage for Readingnd Discussion on a Topic The passage
and the list of topics should be made availabléheocandidate approximately 10 minutes
before the start of the Oral Examination.

PART 1 — Passage for Reading (5 marks

Invite the candidate to read aloud the passage below.

As the winds of recession sweep across the UK 1t@9fedition ofThe Great Gatsby sells
232% more than last year.

Elsewhere, publishers are feeling the squeeze, spéimding on printed novels down 10%
in 2010. But sales in cheap classics are boomirgeOWright, director at Wordsworth,
said the publisher's overall sales have doubled theelast five years to reach £1.3m in the
year to end May 2011. "Historically, our classitsive in recessions. The £1 classic
paperback came out in 1992 when the country wés third year of recession.

"The UK readers' appetite for the classics doessaetn to diminish. Television and film
adaptations continue to fuel interest, and | thimk psychology behind our current success
is exactly the same. When the present-day shoppes gn Amazon to look for, say the
book of a new film adaptation likdane Eyre, our edition will invariably make an early
appearance in the listing because of the pricejfam click on it, then another eight or so
of our titles pop up in the 'people who bought #iso bought' section, and at only £1.99,
the temptation to pop a couple more in your baiske¢ry strong,” he added.

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.
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Stone also put the growth in Wordsworth's salesrdtmacash-strapped students looking for
cheap editions of their set texts. "Some of thedsedles of the Wordsworth classics will
have come from students and parents of studentsnetd to buy copies to study,” he said.
"Five years ago, they probably would have walked amshop and shelled out £7-£10 on a
Penguin/OUP/Vintage Classics edition because itkddo nice and contained an
introduction by an academic that could help with emsay. This year, with their belts
tightened, they'll make do with a much cheaperi@diand just use Wikipedia for exam-
cram assistance.” Wright agreed, saying the pultlisiow sees "a very marked peak in
sales at the start of the academic year".

Adapted fromCheap classics boom as rest of book trade struggles by Alison Flood
Guardian.co.uk
9" December 2011

PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (5 marks)

Invite the candidate to speak for an extended period on the topic of their choice, only
offering prompts where necessary.

Human rights violations
Smartphones

My perfect day

Reality TV

Hero worship

Public transport

~0oo0 o
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATEE XAMINATIONS BOARD
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MSIDA

MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
MAY 2012
Candidate’s Paper

SUBJECT: ENGLISH - Oral
DATE: 21% April 2012
TIME: A.M. (10 mins)

PART 1 —Passage for Reading (5 marks)

On the 1¥ December 2010 an act of self-immolation would geathe course of Arab
political history. Mohamed Bouazizi and his actiosigawned a hugely unprecedented
movement, forever altering the Arab political lacalse, delivering the much-vaunted
‘breakthrough’ in the fight against autocracy.

Theoretically, Bouazizi lacked the kind of pedigteat qualifies one’s entry into history
books. He had no wider horizon beyond being a tstreedor. He was not elite - his family
was modest in every sense - and his town was om#rgins of Tunisia both politically
and economically.

| visited his place of burial in my first trip toufisia back in January 2011 after Bin Al
was ousted. | was not alone. Rather, Bouazizi wdsatone. There were Tunisians and
non-Tunisians visiting to pay homage to a modeaditvidual who took a stand not knowing
it would alter the oppressive dynastic and undeatacstatus quo of an entire region. On
the site, several high school pupils from a neighimg town spoke of him as a saviour and
hero. Deservedly, his place in Tunisia's historpKsois set in stone. Graffiti in many
Tunisian towns and cities still read 'Martyr Bowdzbor 'Mohamed Bouazizi Square'.

| recall making mental notes of why his individaat of self-immolation was an enactment
of a public good. He protested by staging a puslicidal act. It was an act of violence
directed only at himself, which he deliberatelypiiyed opposite the town's seat of power,
in a public street and in broad daylight. Bouamténded his act of lunacy and courage to
be a public signal of resistance and disobedielhagas live political theatre in which he
tragically played out his own death with a messdgeTunisians to free themselves from
their oppressive predicament was to resist or lfecéate.

Bouazizi's message was decoded rightly and thasrésstory: quietism no more. Bouazizi
was capable of rising above the ordinary when hisosinding environment favoured
change. He had the courage to resist when it nedtterost. He seized the moment, and
history seized him within its chronicles.

(Mohamed Bouazizi is a Tunisian street vendor vetdngnself on fire in an act of desperate defiance
sparking the Arab Spring).
Adapted fromThe Bouazizi Big Bany Larbi Sadiki
www.aljazeera.com
17" December 2011

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.



IM 100c4.12m

PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (Long Turn) (5 marKs

Choose ONE topic from the list below and speak aliauith the examiner for an extended
period of time.

Extreme sportsfgr example, bungee jumping, skydiving, ice clirghip

Parents

Online shopping

Organic food

Airports and train stations

Malta’s infrastructure

~Pooop
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE E XAMINATIONS BOARD
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MSIDA

MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
MAY 2012
Examiner’s Paper

SUBJECT: ENGLISH - Oral
DATE: 215 April 2012
TIME: A.M. (10 mins)

The Oral Session carries 10% of the global mark shduld last approximatelyO
minutes. Examiners are to assess the candidate’s oral qei#le Oral Grid and the
Scheme of Assessmeltd assist you in assessing the candidate’s pediocs).

It has two components Passage for Readingnd Discussion on a Topic The passage
and the list of topics should be made availabléheocandidate approximately 10 minutes
before the start of the Oral Examination.

PART 1 - Passage for Reading (5 marhs

Invite the candidate to read aloud the passageveelo

On the 1% December 2010 an act of self-immolation would ¢feathe course of Arab
political history. Mohamed Bouazizi and his actiosigawned a hugely unprecedented
movement, forever altering the Arab political lacalse, delivering the much-vaunted
‘breakthrough’ in the fight against autocracy.

Theoretically, Bouazizi lacked the kind of pedigteat qualifies one’s entry into history
books. He had no wider horizon beyond being a tstreedor. He was not elite - his family
was modest in every sense - and his town was om#rgins of Tunisia both politically
and economically.

| visited his place of burial in my first trip toufisia back in January 2011 after Bin Al
was ousted. | was not alone. Rather, Bouazizi wdasatone. There were Tunisians and
non-Tunisians visiting to pay homage to a modeaditvidual who took a stand not knowing
it would alter the oppressive dynastic and undeatacstatus quo of an entire region. On
the site, several high school pupils from a neighing town spoke of him as a saviour and
hero. Deservedly, his place in Tunisia's historpKsois set in stone. Graffiti in many
Tunisian towns and cities still read 'Martyr Bowdzor 'Mohamed Bouazizi Square'.

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.
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| recall making mental notes of why his individaat of self-immolation was an enactment
of a public good. He protested by staging a puslicidal act. It was an act of violence
directed only at himself, which he deliberatelyplisyed opposite the town's seat of power,
in a public street and in broad daylight. Bouarirended his act of lunacy and courage to
be a public signal of resistance and disobedielhagas live political theatre in which he
tragically played out his own death with a messdgeTunisians to free themselves from
their oppressive predicament was to resist or lfecéate.

Bouazizi's message was decoded rightly and thesrésstory: quietism no more. Bouazizi
was capable of rising above the ordinary when hisosinding environment favoured
change. He had the courage to resist when it nedtterost. He seized the moment, and
history seized him within its chronicles.

(Mohamed Bouazizi is a Tunisian street vendor vetdngnself on fire in an act of desperate defiance
sparking the Arab Spring).
Adapted fromThe Bouazizi Big Bany Larbi Sadiki
www.aljazeera.com
17" December 2011

PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (5 marks)

Invite the candidate to speak for an extended peon the topic of their choice, only
offering prompts where necessary.

Extreme sportsfgr example, bungee jumping, skydiving, ice clirghip
Parents

Online shopping

Organic food

Airports and train stations

Malta’s infrastructure

~Poo0op
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATEE XAMINATIONS BOARD
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MSIDA

MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
MAY 2012
Candidate’s Paper

SUBJECT: ENGLISH - Oral
DATE: 21% April 2012
TIME: P.M. (10 mins)

PART 1 —Passage for Reading (5 marks)

"The Iron Lady" is the name of the new film in whidleryl Streep stars as Margaret
Thatcher. You have only to consider the title ftselunderstand the impact of the person
portrayed. It helps explain why, in these hard spshe and her legacy arouse even more
interest than they did in the boom era at the drideo20th century.

First, the word "Lady". Mrs Thatcher was the fiestd only woman ever to have led a
major British political party, and remains so téstday. She was the first woman prime
minister in the English-speaking world and the lestgserving British prime minister of

either sex since universal suffrage. And this Laeys first called "lIron" not by her

admirers but by her enemies. After becoming leaddhe Conservative Party in 1975,
Mrs. Thatcher opened a new, controversial frortha Cold War with the Soviet Union.

Soviet communism, she argued, should not be accaat®d but overcome.

Not many people in the West agreed with her atithe, except one Ronald Reagan, and
he was just an ex-governor of California with aagineof running for president. After Mrs.
Thatcher had made a couple of stirring speechethisntheme, the Soviet Red Army
newspaper Red Star christened her "The Iron Ladydoing so, it intended to make a
satirical comparison with Otto von Bismarck, thetht@entury "Iron Chancellor" of
Germany and to paint her as rigid and harsh.

But Margaret Thatcher immediately saw her oppotyuim the insult. There is nothing
better than being feared by your opponents. "Inmeans strong. For a woman to be so
attacked proved that she had graduated, beforbatheven become prime minister, into
world politics. So she put on her prettiest (redjvg and made a speech embracing her
new title. She has been the Iron Lady ever sind&rAnore than 11 years in power, Mrs
Thatcher left office against her wishes (and withelectoral defeat) in November 1990,
the victim of a coup by members of her own party.

Adapted fromWhat would the iron lady do?
The Wall Street Journal
17" December 2011

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.
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PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (Long Turn) (5 marKs

Choose ONE topic from the list below and speak aliauith the examiner for an extended
period of time.

Austerity measures and frugal living

Our family photo album

Do you prefer dancing or watching people dance?
File sharing and piracy

Travelling around the world

Dying to be thin

~0oooTp
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATEE XAMINATIONS BOARD
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MSIDA

MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
MAY 2012
Examiner’s Paper

SUBJECT: ENGLISH - Oral
DATE: 215 April 2012
TIME: P.M. (10 mins)

The Oral Session carries 10% of the global mark shduld last approximatelyO
minutes. Examiners are to assess the candidate’s oral qei#le Oral Grid and the
Scheme of Assessmeltd assist you in assessing the candidate’s pediocs).

It has two components Passage for Readingnd Discussion on a Topic The passage
and the list of topics should be made availabléheocandidate approximately 10 minutes
before the start of the Oral Examination.

PART 1 - Passage for Reading (5 marhs
Invite the candidate to read aloud the passage below.

"The Iron Lady" is the name of the new film in whidleryl Streep stars as Margaret
Thatcher. You have only to consider the title ft¢éelunderstand the impact of the person
portrayed. It helps explain why, in these hard spshe and her legacy arouse even more
interest than they did in the boom era at the drnideo20th century.

First, the word "Lady". Mrs Thatcher was the fiestd only woman ever to have led a
major British political party, and remains so testday. She was the first woman prime
minister in the English-speaking world and the lestgserving British prime minister of

either sex since universal suffrage. And this Laeys first called "lIron" not by her

admirers but by her enemies. After becoming leadehe Conservative Party in 1975,
Mrs. Thatcher opened a new, controversial frortha Cold War with the Soviet Union.

Soviet communism, she argued, should not be accaa®d but overcome.

Not many people in the West agreed with her atithe, except one Ronald Reagan, and
he was just an ex-governor of California with aasineof running for president. After Mrs
Thatcher had made a couple of stirring speechethisntheme, the Soviet Red Army
newspaper Red Star christened her "The Iron Ladydoing so, it intended to make a
satirical comparison with Otto von Bismarck, thetht@entury "Iron Chancellor" of
Germany and to paint her as rigid and harsh.

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rightghe examination questions in all examinatiopepa set by the said Board.
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But Margaret Thatcher immediately saw her oppotyuim the insult. There is nothing
better than being feared by your opponents. "Inmeans strong. For a woman to be so
attacked proved that she had graduated, beforbaheven become prime minister, into
world politics. So she put on her prettiest (redjvg and made a speech embracing her
new title. She has been the Iron Lady ever sind&rAnore than 11 years in power, Mrs.
Thatcher left office against her wishes (and withelectoral defeat) in November 1990,
the victim of a coup by members of her own party.

Adapted fromWhat would the iron lady do?
The Wall Street Journal
17" December 2011

PART 2 — Discussion on a Topic (5 marks)

Invite the candidate to speak for an extended period on the topic of their choice, only
offering prompts where necessary.

Austerity measures and frugal living

Our family photo album

Do you prefer dancing or watching people dance?
File sharing and piracy

Travelling around the world

Dying to be thin

~Poo0op
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATIONS BOARD
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA, MSIDA

MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

MAY 2012
SUBJECT: ENGLISH
DATE: 2nd May 2012
TIME: 4.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.

ANSWER BOTH SECTIONS

You are advised to spend about 1 hour on each task.

SECTION A — LANGUAGE (60 marks)

1. ESSAY (30 marks)

Write approximately 500 words ame of the following:

a) Easter in Malta and Gozo.

b) It's better to 'eat to live' rather than to 'lieestat’. Do you agree?

c) Write a letter to a local organisation in which ywish to congratulate the organising
committee on a recent activity, adding a few sutiges for future events.

d) Relaxation.

e) A television company aiming to attract younger \eesvhas asked you to compile a
report on the variety and entertainment value ogmammes available on television
today. Write your report for the company.

f) 'The moon seemed unusually large in the sky thgtitni'. Include this sentence in a
short story for a science fiction and/or fantasyamne. Please underline the sentence
in your essay.
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2. COMPREHENSION AND SUMMARY (30 marks)
Read the passage below and answer the questidrisltba.
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Travelling on the Tubein London, | overheard a conversation between
schoolboys, aged 15 or 16. “What would you buyoii ywon the lottery?” aske
one, a bright-eyed, dark-haired boy. “I'd buy allsedig house — and som
cars,” replied his more placid-looking ginger-hdifeiend. “Just like everybod
else.” The boys were polite and well-spoken; fdr &how, they were boarder
at one of the better houses at Hogwarts SchoolitifiMfaft and Wizardry. | wa
both fascinated and shocked by their exchange Isuppose | shouldn’'t hay
been.

But when | went home and discussed with my par@teng Ling what the boy
had said, we agreed on one thing: that at their @geaspirations and ambitio

were wildly different from those of the ginger-hedrboy. The first interesting

point of difference came early on in the questiskea by the dark-haired bg
(call him Harry). He asked “what would ydwy?” rather than “what woulg
you do?” Not many of my aspirations at the age of 16n bonestly say, had

do with buying rather than doing. When | won ananive divinity prize af
school, | bought a new, or rather slightly less, sket of second-hand golf clu
and a cello bow. Those acquisitions seemed no dmeell to me: there was |
end to what | might do with them (the golf clubsvesl me faithfully for 25
years).

I might have had limited aspirations to buy thinigat when it came to doin
things my ambitions were unbounded, if somewhatuead wanted to act, t
play music, to write, to love. Both Ching Ling ahdt that age, wanted to trave
to see more of the world. But the really startlpgnt of difference came wit
the answer of the ginger-haired boy (call him RdaAhy would a 16-year-olc
boy want to buy “a really big house”? | had no fest in buying any kind g
house — let alone a “really big” one — until wetlita my 30s. | was onl
persuaded into buying a small London flat in myel20s by a perspicacioy
street-wise girlfriend who saw, first, that thisgmi be the only time in my lif¢
when | was holding down “a proper job”, and, secdhdt it would prove a goo
investment.

Well beyond my teens, | was vehemently opposedropegrty ownership. Th
British obsession with owning, buying and sellirmubes seemed to me the r
of all evil — that is, the root of a system thalneal property more than people)
was a negative root in another way: a way of rappeople to the spot, makir

them immobile. When | was Ron’s age | wanted tonobile, to be on the move.

When | inherited a small sum of money from a re@atbn my 21st birthday,
did not, like my more sensible sister, immediatay down a deposit on a flat
set off for Barcelona with a large suitcase contgrall the worldly goods
would need for the next nine months (the most ingrdrand the heaviest beit
a portable Adler typewriter). Living in a rentedoro, with a tiny patio garde
overlooked by the pineapple pinnacles of Gaudigr&da Familia church, | ha
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never been happier in my life.
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| suppose you could say that Ron’s aspirations wareh more “realistic” than
mine: that is to say, much more in tune with theingsteeam mythology of
contemporary culture, as celebrated in endless Mgrpmmes and magazings
50 | such as OK! and Hello! But here | would disagreeactually think Ron’s
aspirations were far less realistic than mine,léas in tune with what a young
person might actually desire. The giveaway wassd@mingly innocuaiphrase
“some cars”. | can understand a young person waimd own a car; owning m
first car as a graduate student, after relying gnparents’ ferrying for so long
55 | gave me a great feeling of independence. | evetedliwith the idea of buying
sports car until | worked out the insurance premidut “some cars™? Thi
seems tantamount to the aspiration to own a garage.

D <

o

Sitting in the Tube carriage somewhere underneatidan’s West End, | coul
60 | bite my tongue no longer. In a lull in the boys’neersation, | threw in

comment: “Don’t you think your aspirations are, hlalst a bit middle-aged?
Of course, the irony was not lost on me. Harry hadj “I suppose | might buy [a
room in an underwater hotel,” he ventured. But Rad the last word: “You
could buy the whole hotel.”

19

The Slow Lanéy Harry Eyres
Financial Times Weekend
5 November 2011

1. ‘The Tube’ is another term for the undergroustivork of trains in and around London.

a. Give the meaning of the following words as theyesgppn context: acquisitionéine 18);
unboundedline 23); street-wiséline 30); vehementlyline 34); innocuougline 52); lull
(line 60). (6 marks)

b. In your own words, explain how and why the authorhis youth, opposed “property
ownership” (line 34). (3 marks)

c. Explain what ‘in tune’ means (lines 48-51) in thantext. (3 marks)

d. “This seems tantamount to the aspiration to owaragg”. In your own words, explain what
the author thinks about owning “some cars” rathant‘a car” (lines 50-57). (3 marks)

e. What does the expression “I could bite my tmngo longer” (lines 59-60) suggest about
the author’s reactions to the two boys’ converséti(8 marks)

f. In a paragraph of between 80 and 100 wordsteva summary describing how the
author’s aspirations differ from those of the twaugg boys. (12 marks)
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SECTION B - LITERATURE (30 marks)

Choose one of the texts below and answer ONE ofitfee questions set on the text using no
less than 450 words. All answers must be suppdayerlose reference to the text.

Text 1: Graham Greene The Heart of the Matter

a. ‘My friendship for you is the only good thing ingtblack heart, | cannot give it up. We
must stay friends alwaySComment on the relationship between Scobie arskiva light
of this quotation.

OR
b. Discuss the significance of religion in Greenghe Heart of the Matter.
OR

c. Write an essay on the importance of the followiaggage to the novéhe Heart of the
Matter. These topics are being offered to you as guidsiin
»= The relation of the passage to the plot or acticth@ novel.
= What the passage reveals about any of the chasanttire novel.
* The relation to the central themes of the novel.

When he turned towards the window the light dazhied He put his hand over his eyes and
said, ‘1 wish to God my head...” and shivered. ‘llmfor a dose if | can't stop it. If you don’t
mind Ali putting up my bed at your place, Fathdt tly and sweat it out.’

He took a heavy dose of quinine and lay naked bmtwke blankets. As the sun climbed it
sometimes seemed to him that the stone walls o$nied| cell-like room sweated with cold
and sometimes were baked with heat. The door was apd Ali squatted on the step just
outside whittling a piece of wood. Occasionally dfesed away villagers who raised their
voices within the area of sick-room silence. Tpene forte et dureveighed on Scobie’s
forehead: occasionally it pressed him into sleep.

But in this sleep there were no pleasant dreammebBeon and Louise were obscurely linked.
Over and over again he was reading a letter whaetsisted only of variations on the figure
200 and the signature at the bottom was sometiBieky’ and sometimes ‘Ticki’; he had the
sense of time passing and his own immobility betwte blankets — there was something he
had to do, someone he had to save, Louise or Dickyicki, but he was tied to the bed and
they laid weights on his forehead as you lay weigint loose papers. Once the sergeant came
to the door and Ali chased him away, once Fathay @ptoed in and took a tract off a shelf,
and once, but that might have been a dream, Yaseé ¢o the door.
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Text 2. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie Purple Hibiscus

a. Purple Hibiscusis a novel about fearful silence as much as idbsut the power of
language, laughter and self expression. Discuss

OR
b. Compare and contrast Father Benedict and Fathad,i.
OR

c. Write an essay on the importance of the follgyrassage to the novelrple Hibiscus
These topics are being offered to you as guidelines
» The relation of the passage to the plot or actiah® novel.
= What the passage reveals about any of the chasanttire novel.
= The relation to the central themes of the novel.

I was in my room after lunch, reading James chafer because | would talk about the
biblical roots of the anointing of the sick durifamily time, when | heard the sounds. Swift,
heavy thuds on my parents’ hand-carved bedroom. damagined the door had gotten stuck
and Papa was trying to open it. If | imagined itchanough, then it would be true. | sat down,
closed my eyes, and started to count. Counting ritaskem not that long, made it seem not
that bad. Sometimes it was over before | even gdiventy. | was at nineteen when the
sounds stopped. | heard the door open. Papa’'sogathe stairs sounded heavier, more
awkward, than usual. | stepped out of my room assflaja came out of his. We stood at the
landing and watched Papa descend. Mama was slwerghes/shoulder like the jute sacks of
rice his factory workers bought in bulk at the SeBeeder. He opened the dining room door.
Then we heard the front door open, heard him sae#ung to the gate man, Adamu.

“There’s blood on the floor,” Jaja said. “I'll gt the brush from the bathroom.”

We cleaned up the trickle of blood, which trailedag as if someone had carried a leaking jar
of red watercolour all the way downstairs. Jajailsbed while | wiped.

Mama did not come home that night, and Jaja aratlldinner alone. We did not talk about
Mama.
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Text 3: Robert Bolt A Man for All Seasons

a. In one of the play’s endings, Robert Bolt has Craihvand Chapuys link arms and
chuckle, it is the self-mocking, self-indulgent, rather miefaughter of men who know
what the world is and how to be comfortable iniscuss the significance of such an
ending.

OR

b. A Man for all Seasonslepicts the confrontation between Church andeStBliscuss.
OR

c. Write an essay on the importance of the followirsggage to the platx Man for All
SeasonsThese topics are being offered to you as guidsiin
» The relation of the passage to the plot or actiche play.
» What the passage reveals about any of the chasanttire play.
» The relation to the central themes of the play.

ALICE Oh, you'd walk on the bottom of the sea amidk yourself a crab if he suggested it!
(To ROPER) And you! You'd dance him to the TowepuYd dance him to the block! Like
David with a harp! Scattering hymn books in hishpgifo MORE) Poor silly man, d'you
think they'll leave you here to learn to fish?

MORE (Straight at her) If we govern our tonguesythdl! Now listen, | have a word to say
about that. | have made no statement. I've resjgih@tls all. On the King's Supremacy, the
King's divorce which he'll now grant himself, theumage he'll then make - have you heard
me make a statement?

ALICE No-and if I'm to lose my rank and fall to remkeeping | want to know the reason; so
make a statement now.

MORE No- (ALICE exhibits indignation) Alice, it's point of law! Accept it from me, Alice,
that in silence is my safety under the law, butsilgnce must be absolute, it must extend to
you.

ALICE In short you don't trust us!

MORE A man would need to be half-witted not to trysu but- (Impatiently) Look- (He
advances on her) I'm the Lord Chief Justice, I'mn@xell, I'm the King's Head jailer --and |
take your hand (He does so) and | clamp it on tideBon the Blessed Cross (Clamps her
hand on his closed fist) and | say: "Woman, has yaisband made a statement on these
matters?” Now - on peril of your soul remember attyour answer?

ALICE No.

MORE And so it must remain. (He looks around atrtbeave faces) Oh, it's only a life line,
we shan't have to use it but it's comforting toeéhavo, no, when they find I'm silent they'll
ask nothing better than to leave me silent; ysed.
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Text 4: lan McEwan Atonement
a. Discuss the interplay between fantasy and realitam McEwan’sAtonement
OR

b. In lan McEwan’sAtonementthe overactive imagination of a child changesdberse of
events for a number of characters, among theseolsbiB Turner. Write an essay
analysing Robbie’s character.

OR

c. Write an essay on the importance of the follgypassage to the novitonementThese
topics are being offered to you as guidelines:
»= The relation of the passage to the plot or acticth@ novel.
= What the passage reveals about any of the chagantthre novel.
» The relation to the central themes of the novel.

But hidden drawers, lockable diaries and cryptolgi@systems could not conceal from
Briony the simple truth: she had no secrets. Heahwior a harmonious, organised world
denied her the reckless possibilities of wrongdoMgyhem and destruction were too chaotic
for her tastes, and she did not have it in hereteroel. Her effective status as an only child,
as well as the relative isolation of the Tallis seukept her, at least during the long summer
holidays, from girlish intrigues with friends. Natlg in her life was sufficiently interesting or
shameful to merit hiding; no one knew about therselis skull beneath her bed, but no one
wanted to know. None of this was particularly aftictfon; or rather, it appeared so only in
retrospect, once a solution had been found.

At the age of eleven she wrote her first storyfedish affair, imitative of half a dozen folk
tales and lacking, she realised later, that vitaivikingness about the ways of the world which
compels a reader’s respect. But this first cluntsgnapt showed her that the imagination itself
was a source of secrets: once she had begun amtooye could be told. Pretending in words
was too tentative, too vulnerable, too embarrastrigt anyone know. Even writing out the
she saidstheand thensmade her wince, and she felt foolish, appearngniow about the
emotions of an imaginary being. Self-exposure wevitable the moment she described a
character’'s weakness; the reader was bound to lgpetat she was describing herself. What
other authority could she have? Only when a stoag Winished, all fates resolved and the
whole matter sealed off at both ends so it resetnlalieleast in this one respect, every other
finished story in the world, could she feel immuagd ready to punch holes in the margins,
bind the chapters with pieces of string, paint @wdthe cover, and take the finished work to
show to her mother, or her father, when he was home
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