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MATRICULATION EXAMINATION
L-EZAMI TAL-MATRIKOLA

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
IL-LIVELL INTERMEDJU
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SUBJECT: SYSTEMS OF KNOWLEDGE
DATE: 2nd September 2013

TIME: 9.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon
ISSUGGETT: L-OQSMA TAL-GHERF
ID-DATA: it-2 ta’ Settembru 2013

IL-HIN: mid-9.00 ta’ filhodu sa nofsinhar

Answer 4 questions, one from each section.

You may answer in either English or Maltese.

This paper carries 60% of the global mark.

Each question carries 25 marks.

Each question should be discussed and the argamearly made.

Make sure you discuss each question fully.

Answers that are out of point (not relevant todhestion) will not be considered.

Wiegeb 4 mistogsijiet, waiida minn kull tagsima.

Tista’ twiegeb bl-Inglt jew bil-Malti.

Il-marki ta’ din il-karta jammontaw &gl 60% tal-marka globali.

Kull mistogsija fiha 25 marka.

Kull mistogsija trid t¢i diskussa b’argumentiari.

Kun:zgur li twiegeb kull mistoqgsija b’mod/i#.

Twesibiet li ma jkunux relevantifgall-mistogsija ma gux ikkonsidrati.

© The MATSEC Examinations Board reserves all rigittgshe examination questions in all examinatiopgpa set by the said Board.
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Section A/Tagsma A
Either/Jew

Plato compares the state to an elaborate and expestsp. A ship, to accomplish a safe and
successful journey, needs an expert navigatoreatehm, a captain who knows the capacities
of the vessel, geography, meteorology, water ctsremavigational astronomy, supplies
management, and other related matters. An ign@adtuntrained person at the helm of a
ship would endanger vessel, cargo, crew, and pgssealike. Similarly, Plato suggests, the
ship of state needs expert governors at the helwergors who are well informed about such
things as law, economics, sociology, military sigyt, history, and other relevant subjects.
Ignorant and incompetent governors can be and beee disasters for citizens and states.
Democratic self-government does not work, accordimgPlato, because ordinary people
have not learned how to run the ship of state. Treynot familiar enough with such things
as economics, military strategy, conditions in otb@untries, or the confusing intricacies of
law and ethics.

Plato.The Failure of Democracynttp:/facultyfiles.frostburg.edu/phil/forum/Pld&Rep.htn)

Do you agree with Plato?

Platun igabbel l-istat ma’ bastiment elaborathalg Biex bastiment iwettaq W& b'wice il-
gid, jehtieg navigatur espert mat-tmun, kaptan li jahild ghandu I-mirkeb, ilgeografija, il-
meteorolgija, il-kurrenti tal-ilma, l-astronomija tan-naviggoni, |-immanggjar tal-
provvisti, uhwejjeg relatati dira. Bniedem injorant u mhux imrres li jkun mat-tmun ta’
bastiment jipperikola kemm il-mirkeb, il-merkanzijaekwipazg, u |-passigieri. Bl-istess
mod, Platun jissggerixxi li |-bastiment tal-istat jetieg mexxejja esperti iggl mat-tmun,
mexxejja li huma migallma sew dwarhwejjeg bhal-ligi, I-ekonomija, is-s@ologija, I-
istratezija militari, l-istorja, u siggetti dara relevanti. Mexxejja injoranti u inkompetenti
jistghu jkunu u kienu diastri ghac-cittadini u chall-istati. Self-governmendemokratiku ma
jahdimx, skont Platun, igax in-nies komuni ma t@llmux kif imexxu I-bastiment tal-istat.
Mhumiex familjari bizejjed ma’ hwejjeg bhall-ekonomija, I-istrat@ja militari, il-
kondizzjonijiet f'pajjizi ohra, jew il-komplessitajiet tal-di u |-etika li jistchu jhawduhom.
Platun.ll-Falliment tad-Demokrazija(http://facultyfiles.frostburg.edu/phil/forum/Plaep.htm)

Tagbel ma’ Platun?
Or/Jew

“The oppressed are allowed once every few yeadetide which particular representatives
of the oppressing class shall represent and refiress in parliament.” LenirilThe State and
Revolution(1917).

This is the way Lenin portrays elections. Do yoteagwith his views?

“ll-mahkumin ikollhom ¢ans darba kull tant snin Ii jiddedu liema rapprentanti
partikulari tal-klassi oppressiva jkunu se jirrap@ntawhom u jiakksuhom fil-parlament.”
Lenin. L-Istat u r-Revoluzzjoni1917).

Lenin hekk jiddeskrivi I-elezzjonijiet. Tagbel midhmiet tiedgu?
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Section B/Tagsma B
Either/Jew

“Every artist dips his brush in his own soul andngahis own nature into his pictures.”
Henry Ward Beecher.

Discuss the validity of this statement in relattorthe Arts from Classical to Modern times
ensuring to refer to aspects of artists’ diversatyd political propaganda in art in your
discussion. Give examples to argue your points.

“Kull pittur ibill il-pinzell tieghu fruhu u jpitter in-natura tidgu nnifsu fil-pitturi tiechu.”
Henry Ward Beecher.

Iddiskuti I-validita ta’ din l-istgarrija f'dak lighandu x’jagsam mal-Arti mzminijiet
Klassti sal-Moderni u kunzgur |i tirreferi chal aspetti ta’ diversita fl-artisti u propaganda
politika fl-arti fid-diskussjoni tietyek. Adhti ezempji biex targumenta I-ideat tiegk.

Or/Jew

“Over the ages artists used exaggeration to enht@iecexperiences of their audiences and to
heighten feelings.” Discuss this statement witenence to examples from the Arts.

“Matul iz-zminijiet l-artisti wzaw |-esgerazzjoni biex itejbu l-esperjenzi tal-udjenziithgm
u jghollu s-sentimenti.” Iddiskuti din I-istgarrija b'ferenza gal ezempji mill-Arti.

Section C/Tagsima €
Either/Jew

“It seems to me that there is a good deal of balbyhbout scientific method. | venture to
think that the people who talk most about it are people who do least about it. Scientific
method is what working scientists do, not what otheople or even they themselves may
say about it... Scientific method is somethingéddllabout by people standing on the outside
and wondering how the scientist manages to dolit.short, science is what scientists do,
and there are as many scientific methods as therendividual scientists.” P.W. Bridgman
(Nobel Prize in Physics 1946).

Comment.

“Nahseb li hawrhafna kjass dwar il-metodu xjentifiku. Nazzard&aseb li n-nies li jitkellmu
l-aktar dwaru huma dawk li jhgnlu I-ingas dalih. ll-metodu xjentifiku huwa dak li x-
xjentisti jadgimlu, mhux dak lihaddiéor jew huma stess figdu fuqu... ll-metodu xjentifiku
huwa xihaga li jitkellmu fuqu dawk in-nies li jogdglu fuq in-n&a ta’ barra u jiskantaw kif
ix-xjentist jirnexxielu jagmlu... Fil-gosor, ix-xjenza hija dak li jagnlu x-xjentisti, u hemm
metodi xjentifti dags kemm hemm xjentisti individwali.” P.W. Briahgin (PremjuNobel
fil-Fi zika 1946).

Ikkummenta.
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Or/Jew

“Dilbert: Evolution must be true because it iogital conclusion of the scientific method.

Dogbert: But science is based on the irrationaébthat because we cannot perceive reality
all at once, things called ‘time'daicause and effect’ exist.

Dilbert: That's what | was taught and that's whiaglieve.

Dogbert: Sounds cultish.”

Scott Adams Dilbert comic strip (@ ebruary 1992).

Does the danger really exist that we believe wieahave been taught without question? Can the
same be said for the scientist? Does science ttles#oors to questioning or does it open them?

“Dilbert: L-evoluzzjoni bilfors li hi verayax hija konkluijoni logika tal-metodu xjentifiku.

Dogbert: Imma x-xjenza hija bbata fuq it-twemmin irrazzjonali lifgax dna ma nistux
nippeepixxu r-realta kollha f'daqga, affarijiethé ‘zmien’ u ‘kawza u effett’
jeistu.

Dilbert: Hekk kont mpallem u hekk nemmen.

Dogbert: Tinstema’ gisha ta’ xi kult din.”

Scott Adams Dilbert comic strip (8 ta’ Frar 1992).

Veru jezisti dan il-periklu li @na nemmnu dak li konna rhgllma bla ma nistagsu xejn?
Nistghu nchidu l-istesshaga chax-xjentist? Ix-xjenza tddaq il-bibien dgall-mistogsijiet jew
tiftahhom?

Section D/Tagsima D
Either/Jew

One of the nine principles for sustainable livimprhber 6) states that we should change
personal attitudes and practices. To adopt the étiniliving sustainably, people must re-
examine their values and later their behaviourie€penust promote values that support the
new ethic and discourage those that are incompatith a sustainable way of life.
Information must be disseminated through formal erfidrmal educational systems so that
the policies and actions needed for the survivelwell-being of the world’s societies can be
explained and understood.

To what extent was this principle applied duringiyprimary and secondary education (5 to
16 years)? Explain the relevance and importancéhaf which you would add to your
environmental education if you could “put the cldadck.”

Wiehed mid-disa’ prikipji ghall-ghajxien sostenibbli (in-numru 6) igd li ghandna nbiddlu
l-attitudnijiet u I-chemejjel personali. Biex jadottaw I-etik&al ghajxien sostenibbli, in-nies
iridu jezaminaw millgdid il-valuri tachhom imbagad I-imgiba tadahom. Is-séjeta trid
tippromovi I-valuri li jissapportjaw |-etika gdida u tiskurggixxi lil dawk li huma
inkompatibbli mal-mod sostenibbli tahjja. L-informazzjoni trid tixxerred permezz tas-
sistemi edukattivi formali u informali sabiex ilH{@es u |-hemejjel métiega chas-
sopravivenza u $id tas-s@jetajiet tad-dinja jkunu jistgu jitfissru u jinftiehmu.

Sa kemm kien applikat dan il-pgipju matul I-edukazzjoni primarja u sekondarja hiek

(bejn il-5 snin u s-16-il sena)? Spjega r-relevanzamportanza ta’ dak li kieku intzkid
mal-edukazzjoni ambjentali tikgk kieku kont tista’ “trgga’ l-arlogg lura”.
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Or/Jew

2 For the Maltese, tourism is a major contributothte ‘national wealth’. However, it puts a
considerable pressure on our environment.

Have we managed to create a balance between tlaetisngf these two phenomena? If more
needs to be done, what should this be?

Ghall-Maltin, it-turizmu huwa kontributur ewlienit@ll-‘gid nazzjonali’. Imma dan jixet
pressjoni kbira fuqg I-ambjent.

Irnexxielna naolqu bilart bejn I-impatti ta’ dawnz-zewg fenomeni? Jekk faieg isir aktar,
Xi jrid isir?
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