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Aims

The aims of the syllabus are as follows:

1. to allow scope for the variety of approachedetarning and using Russian proficiently and to emage the
development of linguistic and general study skdispurposes of personal,vocational
or higher education;

2. to promote the acquisition of the following rptiee and productive language skills:
(a) the ability to understand the spoken language;

(b) the ability to understand and read the writemmguage;

(c) the ability to write the language with accurand fluency;

3. to provide realistic and worthwhile objectivgspeopriate to the linguistic and intellectual cafias of Advanced
level candidates studying the subject for the psepspecified in Aim 1;

4. to make the Advanced Level course enjoyabletastimulate candidates' interests in the aspddussia.

Scheme of Examination

Paper | Essay on a General Topic and Translation (50 marks)
Paper Il Reading Comprehension and Oral Test (75 marks)
Paper Il Prescribed Texts (75 marks)

Assessment Objectives
Paper |

The objectives in the first part of this part igést the candidates' command of written Russialefimed situations in a
variety of registers.

The objective in the second part of this papepigest the candidates' understanding of contenpavetten Russian
and their ability to express their understandingrbagslation into English or Maltese.

Paper I

The objective in the first part of this paper igdst the candidates' understanding of an extepdssage or passages of
contemporary written Russian and their ability tpress their understanding by answering specifiestjons in
English or Maltese.

The objectives in the second part of this papeioigest the candidates' understanding of an extepdssage or
passages of contemporary written Russian and thelierstanding by answering specific questions issiun.

The objective in the first part of this paper istést the candidates' ability to communicate indRursand to express
their opinions coherently in fluent Russian.

Paper Il

The objective in the first part of this paper igast the candidates' ability to understand andemgte original writing
in Russian and to express in English or Maltesie thactions and their opinions of the texts thayéistudied.
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The Examination
Paper | (2 hours 30 minutes)

(a) Candidates will be required to write an esshgpproximately 300 words in Russian. A choice ité$ will be
given, which may include a letter, a dialogue, gahife in Russia and in Malta.
(40 marks)

(b) Translation into English or Maltese. Candidat@be required to translate into English or Meé a contemporary
passage in Russian of approximately 150 words tiEmslation passages may consist of narrative rigien, dialogue
or a mixture of any of these. (10 marks)

Paper Il (2 hours 15 minutes)

(a) Reading comprehension. Candidates will be redub complete two tasks:

(i) to answer up to 10 questions in Russian onrderoporary passage or passages in Russian of 3D@6@is (30
marks);

(ii) to answer up to 20 questions in English onoatemporary passage or passages in Russian of@D@:drds (20
marks);

(b) Oral Examination. Candidates will be requireccdémplete two tasks:

(i) Picture interpretation: to show the candidate@greness of action and feelings, as evidenced in
visual stimuli (15 marks)

(ii) Role play: to show the candidates' abilitycmmmunicate in Russian in a number of every day
situations, being either themselves or someone(&enarks)

Paper Il (3 hours)
Four literary texts are prescribed and three adtitra questions will be set on each text, eitheommentary question,
or a structured question, or essay question. Catelidvill be required toanswer three questiondl if8aX 25 marks)

Notes for Guidance
Paper | - Essay on a General Topic and Translation

Question 1

In this part of the paper candidates will be reggiito write one essay from a range of a number of

subjects. The subjects set for the essay may testirdive, narrative, and descriptive styles ad aelformal and
informal language - though not all of these wiltassarily be represented in any one

examination.

Question 2

The translation passages will be non-specialisedcantent and will cover a variety of registers utihg
formal/informal, narrative, descriptive, imaginaj\wdiscursive, dialogue, journalistic, and

philosophical.

Paper Il - Reading Comprehension and Oral Test

Question 1

Reading comprehension passage(s) will be non-digedain content and will cover a variety of regist The
guestions on the reading comprehension passagagsinaiude inferential as well as

factual questions.

Question 2

In this part of the paper candidates will be reegiito complete two tasks. The first task will beesgpond to visual
stimuli by answering the questions and expresspigion. A few suggestions for test material aresgibelow.

1.The pictures selected for interpretation showdditeresting (i.e. they should motivate the stisléo speak about
them).

2. Single pictures, a series of pictures, or twitedgnt but related pictures (e.g. contrasting esgn

may be used.

3. The pictures should be within the students' Kedge and cultural understanding.

4. The pictures should provide a suitable contexté€nguage practice.
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The second task will be to communicate in Russiaa inumber of improvised situations. The followiaigg some
suggestions for carrying out this task.

1. Establish the situation and the roles of theakees involved.
2. Keep the situation simple and if possible tryefate it to the students’' own experience.

Paper Il - Prescribed Texts

Candidates will be required to have completed ailéet study of three texts chosen from a list of

prescriptions. Candidates should be trained torisgathe time allocated to Paper Ill as effectivaty possible by
spending equal time on each question: two veryafiadiwers cannot compensate for marks lost on atgkghcomplete

third answer.

Candidates may answer the question in Russiaeyfhish, but they will not earn extra credit by mipiso. Candidates
will not be permitted to bring their prescribedteewith them into the examination room.

Prescribed Texts
1. A. S. PushkinThe SnowstoritMETEL) Hudozhestvennaya Literatura Publishers,5192
2 lvan Turgenewhree Sketches from a Hunter's Album, The LEBERYUK), Penguin 60s Classics, 1995

3 Ivan Bunin Shadowed PatfiTYOMNAYA ALLEYA) from the book Light Breathing and Other StorieRaduga
Publishers, 1998

4 A.ChekhovThe Darling(DUSHECHKA), Russky Yazyk publishers, 2002



