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French AM 12 (Available in September)
Syllabus Paper 1 (2 hrs) + Paper Il (3 hrs) + Paper |ll {2%)Paper IV (30 mins.) + Oral
AIMS

The syllabus aims at consolidating and extendireg khowledge of French acquired at SEC level by

providing students the means of

(a) understanding the spoken and written forms of dingliage from a variety of registers

(b) reading coherently and articulating French lingaisbunds and French prosody in a context

(c) being able to communicate clearly, confidentlyefitly and intelligibly and with accuracy in spoken
French

(d) communicating accurately in writing

(e) increasing their interest in a greater awarenessFi@nch culture and civilisation including
francophonie and developing critical insights into the cultafeFrance and the other countries where
French is spoken

(f) instilling in them a love for French literature dkugh the introduction of three integral texts. sThi
introduction to French literature is also meanstionulate the students to read other books. These
texts also serve to illustrate the language, imribnve students’ style and arouse a critical peimept
Itis also in itself an exercise in French civitisa and a reflection of life

(g) acquiring such love for the language and the peuwle speak it as to encourage further studies at
degree level.

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

The examination will test the candidate’s ability t

(a) respond to the language spoken at normal speegpbgducing in the Dictation test French sounds and
punctuation, and also by communicating effectivielythe dialogue through an exchange of ideas,
opinions and information in correct French

(b) respond to the written language by showing an wtdeding of French and the ability to reformulate
data

(c) express opinions and ideas in a coherent form agiddl sequence, with the use of correct grammar
and syntax and to master a relatively wide rangeooébulary

(d) demonstrate the ability to analyse a non-literaxt oy identifying its main theme or themes and
analysing the form used to convey the same theere#h. Candidates should be able to make
linguistic remarks and analyse the functional elenod the text as well as point out elements ofesty
features of language, the type of text and theaiglintentions

(e) demonstrate knowledge and understanding of aspE&Etench civilisation and culture

(f) demonstrate a critical appreciation of the literxts in the syllabus.

SUBJECT CONTENT

Introduction

Three written papers are set. An oral examinatiod a dictation will also be held for all candidate
Instructions in all four papers will be given ingiRch.

Examination
Paper IAnalyse d’'un texte non littéraifdwo hours, 60 marks)
In this exercise candidates are advised to lookttiermain theme/s of the text (350-400 words) and t
explain the subject-matter by analysing the formosem to convey the theme/s. Candidates are syrongl
advised not to deviate by simply making a summarthe text.
Linguistic Remarks
(i) aspects of syntax (such as sentence structurghlefgentences, sequence of sentences, linking
words, pronouns: place and use);
(i) lexical items (such as choice of vocabulary, fremyeof words, alternative forms, key words
and phrases).

Discourse Analysis
(i) style (such as, point of view of the authpresence or complete absence of the author in the
text, attitude of author, rhythm of text, imagesymbolism);
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(i) Paraphrase référentiellefeatures of language, likely to be used with nezfiee to a notion, an
action, an event, and other such elements pres¢néitext;

(ii) Paraphrase pragmatique

(iv) type of text (descriptive, narrative, arguneite, dialogue form, or any combination) ;

(v) author’s intention in writing text (to warn, to ingct, to sensitise reader to some cause, to
recommend, etc.)

Functional Analysis

(i) tenses;

(i) mood;

(i) aspect perfectif, imperfectif, incoatif, progressétc.)
(iv) direct/indirect speech.

Candidates are not expected to examine ALL thestures. The analysis should not, however, be
presented in point form, but in a passage of cantis prose. When quoting from the text candidates
expected to use inverted commas. Candidates gexd to use correct grammar and syntax. Thefuse
a French monolingual dictionary is permitted fastbaper only.

Paper Il Essay and Written Comprehension (Threeshdd5 marks)
This paper will consist of:

(a) Essay (100 marks)

Candidates will be asked to write 350-400 wordsadopic chosen from a list of 4/5 titles. Thesgids

will be mainly argumentative, but descriptive anarrative topics are not excluded. Candidates are
expected to demonstrate their ability to explangua, justify, describe, evaluate, present anduds¢acts,
etc., according to the topic chosen by them, irogichl and coherent manner, making use of correct
grammar and syntax. They should also make useweifla range of vocabulary and include idiomatic
expressions.

(b) Written Comprehension (75 marks)

A set of questions dealing directly or indirectlytlwthe subject-matter of the text (450-500 woras)t
excluding sentence paraphrasing and rewordiefpimulatior) will be set in French. Candidates are
advised to give full answers and use correct gramend syntax. They are expected to formulate their
answers in such a way as to avoid repeating whesieaces or even phrases from the text.

Paper Il Literary Studies (Two and a half hours niarks)

An essay question (with one alternative) will be se French on each of the six prescribed texts.
Candidates must answer three questions on thréeratif works. Answers may be given in French,
Maltese or English. No extra credit will be givear answers in French. Candidates are also advsed
include in their answers a few relevant quotati@hken from the French text. In their answer, thray be
expected to display a knowledge not only of the, teut also of the author and the literary age hicl he
lived.

The following are the prescribed texts:

Moliere,L'Avare,Bordas, ed. Hartweg, 2003.

A. de Saint-Exupény.e Petit Prince Gallimard-Jeunesse, 1999

Francois MauriacThérése Desqueyrouachette, 2002.

Marguerite DurasHiroshima mon amouiGallimard, coll. Folio, 1972.

Jean Giraudoux,a Guerre de Troie n'aura pas lieHatier,1997.

Mohammed DibAu café Actes Sud, 1999.

Note : Other editions of thexte intégralof the prescribed texts may be used.

Paper IV Dictation (30 minutes, 30 marks)

The Dictation will consist of a passage of moderaneh (140-160 words) which will be read aloud ¢hre
times to the candidates. All punctuation markduded in the passage are dictated by the examiner
exclusively in French. French names and surnanméshwnay appear in the text will be written in folh

the board or spelt out in French before the dictatiommences.
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The Oral Examinatiof60 marks)

Reading (15 marks)

Each candidate will be allowed some time to preplaeereading passage (approx. 140-160 words) which
will be taken from modern French.

The objective of this exercise is to test the cdaidi’'s articulation of French linguistic sound d@énch
prosody in a context.

Dialogue (45 marks)

The conversation exercise is made up of two compisnéree conversation and a dialogue based on the
text set in the syllabus.

Free conversation (20 marks)

Free conversation is intended to test the candiat®lity to communicate in good spoken Frenckeveh

(7) themes will be set and candidates will be askkedraw a theme by lot. The theme chosen by the
candidate will be the subject of the conversati@andidates will be allowed some time to prepardHis
exercise.

Dialogue on a set text (25 marks)

Prescribed text: Ross Steefeivilisation progressive du frangai<lé International, 2002, pages 14-19,
(Unité 2), 40-45 Unité 5), 56-61Unité 8), 88-97 Unité 14 andUnité 15), 104-115(Unité 17 andUnité

18), 154-159Ynité 24), 166-171nité 26).

A book ofCorrigésaccompanies this text.

Before the beginning of this part of the oral exaation, candidates will be asked to pick at random
unseen topics on which this part of the examinatidhbe based.

The preparation time for the reading and free cosaten exercises will not be less than that aééih (15)
minutes' duration.

SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT
The examination consists of four papers and an &€&@@iination. All instructions are given in French

Paper | (Two hours)

This paper carries 60 marks. Only one exerciggvisn: Analyse d’un texte non littéraireCandidates are
expected to write one or more paragraphs in coatiayprose as advised in the Subject Content dealing
with this part of the paper.

Paper Il (Three hours)

This paper consists of an essay which carries 1la@ftksnand a written comprehension which carries 75
marks. Both exercises are compulsory. Candidgategiven a choice of 4 or 5 topics and they akedto
write 350-400 words on any one topic of their ckoid@he questions on the written comprehensioralire
compulsory. The marks allotted to each of themgaren on the question paper.

Paper Il (Two and a half hours)

This paper carries 75 marks. Six literature teodits are set in the syllabus, however candidates ar
expected to answer ONE question on each of THREferdnt texts. Candidates will answer three
guestions on three different books out of the 12 #re set in the paper. These must be in the &bram
essay and may be answered in French, Maltese aglsfenEach question carries 25 marks.

Paper IV (30 minutes)

This paper consists of a dictation (140-160 woedg) it carries 30 marks. All proper nouns aretemiton

a blackboard/whiteboard or spelt out in French tethhe commencement of the test. All punctuation
marks are dictated in French. The Dictation passsigead out twice through. Then, it is dictatedreath
groups of words and each breath group is repeated. oAt the end of the dictation, the passageasl r
through once again. Five minutes are then allofeedevision. These 5 minutes over, the papers are
collected.

The Oral Examinatiorfl5 minutes)

The Oral examination is made up of three componeAss soon as the candidate enters the examination
room, s/he is given a reading passage to preparéasked to draw a folded paper which contaittpiz
which will be the subject of the conversation betwéder/him and the examiner. The candidate wileha
some 10 minutes to prepare her/himself for the ingadnd conversation exercises. Spontaneous
corrections are accepted. After taking the reades) (15 marks) the candidate is examined in free
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conversation (20 marks). Topics of general inteags chosen. This is not meant to test the catelisl
general knowledge but his ability to carry on av@sation in good, correct French. Finally, thedidate
is examined orally on the aspects of French catil set in the syllabus. This part of the exatiom
carries 25 marks. The candidate will be askedréevcht random twainitesout of the nine prescribed in
the subject content.

GRADE DESCRIPTIONS

Grade A is awarded to candidates who

(a) in the oral examination

are able to respond readily and to speak fluently

are able to develop their answers and to expressgélves in idiomatic and correct French
demonstrate accurate pronunciation and intonatimh @ly occasionally hesitate or make some
slight mistake

demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the civilisat@pics set in the syllabus

(b) in the written examination

show clear understanding of written texts and thiéty to infer meaning and ideas and to analyse
detail content and style

communicate ideas and information clearly and éffely

demonstrate a thorough knowledge of French gramamdr syntax except for errors of a minor
nature

possess a wide range of vocabulary and idiom

demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the literarystéy focusing on the particular aspect of the
topic in question and through clear, concise agicld arguments supported by relevant references
and quotations.

Grade C is awarded to candidates who
(a) in the oral examination

respond readily but require some help to carry oareversation at some length

are able to express themselves in correct Frencthbu vocabulary and idiom is quite limited

may show some interference from other languagésein pronunciation and intonation

show a satisfactory, though incomplete knowledgéhefcivilisation topics, though satisfactory, is
not complete

(b) in the written examination

understand written texts and can identify the naguments and analyse content and style
communicate ideas and information clearly with tatibns concerning vocabulary and expression
demonstrate a knowledge of the basic grammar rudespite of some grammatical errors mainly
due to negligence

demonstrate a knowledge of the literary texts byuéing on the aspect of the topic in question,
through arguments that are not always supporteda bygasonable amount of references and
guotations.

Grade E is awarded to candidates who
(a) in the oral examination

are hesitant, lack fluency, and communication istrieted with the result that their language
becomes unintelligible

make basic errors of grammar and syntax

demonstrate that their pronunciation and intonatiwa influenced by interference from other
languages

(b) in the written examination

communicate ideas and information in a fairly coelygmsible manner and with obvious difficulty
demonstrate a very limited knowledge of French gnamand syntax and make basic errors
demonstrate restricted vocabulary which often legadgpetition and shows interference from other
languages

do not plan their literary essays and lose sighthef question, reproducing memorised material
which hardly bears any relation to the question

do not support their literary arguments by anyneiees or quotations.



