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The Malta Survey Project



SCOPE

• An intensive fieldwalking survey in a km-
wide transect in northern Malta. 



2003 2008



A I M S

1. Understand long-term development and 
exploitation of an island landscape using 
geomorphological study, systematic 
survey, geophysical prospection, and 
excavation – with an emphasis on the 
Punic period.



A I M S

2. Create a reference collection of 
reliable period-specific diagnostic 
sherds and fabrics to allow surface 
finds to be identified and dated 
even under conditions of severe 
abrasion.



A I M S

3. Provide students with training in 
fieldwalking methods and 
techniques, finds processing.



Method
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transect = 1 km wide
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pass 1
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Passes are conducted against the contours, 
following the slope uphill or downhill

passes are 10 metres apart



transect = 1 km wide

1234
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1 km wide transect, with individual 
tracts walked in September 2008







Results
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sherd count



Bidnija area: two zones 
(sites)
selected for geophysical 
prospection with GPR
(66 x 70 and 22 x 45 m) 
- Lieven Verdonck



Zone 1



Results:  Zone 1
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Distance with line 0.05 m
Line distance 0.25 m
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Depth 0.65-0.70 m
Surface: 66 x 70 m
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pulseEKKO PRO
Distance with line 0.05 m
Line distance 0.25 m
500 MHz antenna
Depth 0.65-0.70 m
Surface: 66 x 70 m

Interpretation
Cistern

Channeling system
in bedrock

Structures or natural
rock outcrops



Zone 2



Results: zone 2
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Distance with line 0.05 m
Line distance 0.25 m
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Depth 0.55-0.60 m
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MSP2008/1/B21/F1



MSP2008/1/B21/F1



pulseEKKO PRO
Distance with line 0.05 m
Line distance 0.25 m
500 MHz antenna
Depth 0.55-0.60 m
Surface: 22 x 45 m

Interpretation
Probably structures
related to rural
installation (villa?)

Circles



pulseEKKO PRO
Distance with line 0.05 m
Line distance 0.25 m
500 MHz antenna
Depth 0.55-0.60 m
Surface: 22 x 45 m

Interpretation
Probably structures
related to rural
installation (villa?)

Circles (olive
planting holes



pulseEKKO PRO
Distance with line 0.05 m
Line distance 0.25 m
500 MHz antenna
Depth 0.55-0.60 m
Surface: 22 x 45 m

Interpretation
Probably structures
related to rural
installation (villa?)

Circles (olive
planting holes

Linear anomaly



pulseEKKO PRO
Distance with line 0.05 m
Line distance 0.25 m
500 MHz antenna
Depth 0.55-0.60 m
Surface: 22 x 45 m

Interpretation
Probably structures
related to rural
installation (villa?)

Circles (olive
planting holes

Linear anomaly,
irrigation drain?



Bidnija area: 3 rural sites with structures



Bidnija area: 3 sites with tombs











imported 
amphorae

MSP2008/B21/P1/2

MSP2008/B21/BS11/43

MSP2008/B21/BS11/2

MSP2008/B21/BS11/1



fine wares

MSP2008/B21/P6/16

MSP2008/B21/BS1/17



MSP2008/B84

Medieval pottery

MSP2008/1/A8/P3/2

MSP2008/1/A1/P2/2



MSP2008/B74/P4/1





fabric typology

MSP2008/B21/W1/3



T H A N K S  !


