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Abstract:

Children are nowadays being increasingly recognized as valid social actors who have a right to have
their voice heard and to be actively involved in the on goings of their daily lives, as well as the
broader scope of childhood itself (UNCRC, 2006). Yet, in my practice within a pediatric setting,
together with the silence surrounding disabled childhoods in both childhood and disability studies, it
was increasingly evident that the voice of the disabled child themselves was still left unheard and
unexplored. The aim of this study, is thus to provide a better understanding of whether the disabled
child is allowed to be an active agent in their own life and have their voice heard and recognized and
acknowledged as valid. In order to address this research question, the Mosaic Approach (Clark &
Moss, 2005) was employed as the methodological approach of choice. This approach recognizes the
child themselves as the expert and places them at the helm of the research design, hence facilitating
the creation of a living picture of the child's life. The knowledge generated was then analyzed
through a theoretical framework based on the philosophy of Jacques Ranciere. The choice of using
Ranciére's school of thought stems from his belief that all humans, irrespective of social standing,
possess the same, equal, innate knowledge. This research project, thus follows the life of three,
young, disabled Maltese boys in the key institutions of their lives, namely the home, the school and
clinical settings. Their narratives are then presented and discussed through a Rancierian perspective.
The knowledge generated is then utilized to explore and better understand whether the disabled
child, locally, has the opportunity to be active agent in their lives and have their voice heard and
acknowledged, thus addressing the research question posed.
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